Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES [SB]

Rationale and Objectives

The importance of the social and behavioral sciences is evident in both the increasing number of scientific
inquiries into human behavior and the amount of attention paid to those inquiries. In both private and
public sectors people rely on social scientific findings to assess the social consequences of large-scale
economic, technological, scientific, and cultural changes.

Social scientists' observations about human behavior and their unique perspectives on human events make
an important contribution to civic dialogue. Today, those insights are particularly crucial due to the
growing economic and political interdependence among nations.

Courses proposed for General Studies designation in the Social and Behavioral Sciences area must
demonstrate emphases on: (1) social scientific theories and principles, (2) the methods used to acquire
knowledge about cultural or social events and processes, and (3) the impact of social scientific
understanding on the world.
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

ASU--[SB] CRITERIA

A SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE [SB] course should meet all of the
foIIowing criteria. If not, a rationale for exclusion should be provided.

Identify
YES | NO Documentation
Submitted

I:I I:I 1. Course is designed to advance basic understanding and
knowledge about human interaction.
2. Course content emphasizes the study of social behavior such
as that found in:

I:' I:I e ANTHROPOLOGY e LINGUISTICS
e  ECONOMICS e POLITICAL SCIENCE
e CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY | e  SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
e HISTORY e SOCIOLOGY
3. Course emphasizes:

a. the distinct knowledge base of the social and behavioral
I:I I:I sciences (e.g., sociological anthropological).
OR
b. the distinct methods of inquiry of the social and
behavioral sciences (e.g., ethnography, historical
analysis).

I:I I:I 4, Course illustrates use of social and behavioral science
perspectives and data.

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE EXCLUDED
FROM THE [SB] AREA EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT
GIVE SOME CONSIDERATION TO SOCIAL AND
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE CONCERNS:

e Courses with primarily fine arts, humanities, literary, or
philosophical content.

e  Courses with primarily natural or physical science content.

e Courses with predominantly applied orientation for
professional skills or training purposes.

e Courses emphasizing primarily oral, quantitative, or written
skills.
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Course Prefix Number Title Designation

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

Criteria (from checksheet) How course meets spirit Please provide detailed
(contextualize specific examples | evidence of how course meets
in next column) criteria (i.e., where in syllabus)




