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W. P. Carey School
of Business
Matthew Baugh

Ph.D. University of Missouri

Baugh joins the School of Accountancy as an assistant
professor. His research examines auditing practices, financial
reporting quality, goodwill impairment, merger contracts,
and regulatory environments. Baugh spent more than four
years as an internal auditor and compensation analyst for
State Farm Insurance. He earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in accounting at Illinois State University.

Lauren Chenarides

Ph.D. Pennsylvania State University

Chenarides comes to the Morrison School of Agribusiness
as an assistant professor, having recently completed
her doctorate in agricultural, environmental and regional
economics. Her research centers on food access,
consumer store choice, food retailer marketing behavior and
applied industrial organization. Her dissertation examined
households’ choices of food retailers and how food retailers’
marketing strategy outcomes might exacerbate or mitigate
the hardships consumers face living in food deserts.

Stephie Fried

Ph.D. University of California-San Diego

Fried joins the Department of Economics as an assistant
professor. She comes to ASU from Carleton College, where
she taught courses in macro and environmental economics.
Her research focuses on environmental economics and its
implications for the macroeconomy. Her most recent work
investigates how technological advances in non-carbon
energy affect the cost of reducing emissions.
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Jonathan Helm

Ph.D. University of Michigan

Helm is an assistant professor in the Department of
Supply Chain Management. He comes to ASU from
Indiana University-Bloomington, where he taught patient
flow systems management and operations processes. His
most recent research examines new methods for patient
clustering and trajectory estimation. Helm is also actively
involved in a range of scholarly associations. He received his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Cornell University.

Ni (Nina) Huang

Ph.D. Temple University

Huang joins ASU as an assistant professor in the
Department of Information Systems. Her research
encompasses information systems, marketing, psychology
and economics, with focus on the behavioral and economic
aspects of information technology. She’s also served as a
consultant to Collage.com, Xuetangx.com and Meishi Inc.,
among others. She holds master’s degrees in business
research and advertising from Michigan State University.

Sanghak Lee

Ph.D. The Ohio State University

Lee is an assistant professor in the Department of
Marketing. His research centers on direct utility models,
Bayesian econometrics, and choice modeling. Before
joining ASU, Lee taught marketing research and marketing
analytics at the University of Iowa. He completed his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in his native South Korea.

Jessica Pye

Ph.D. Georgia State University

Pye joins the ASU faculty as an assistant professor in the
Department of Information Systems. Her research looks
at the business value of IT in large institutional settings
undergoing regulatory change, such as the U.S. electric
utility industry and the health care industry. She also holds a
master’s degree in economics from Georgia State University.
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Kenneth Shropshire
J.D. Columbia University

Professor Shropshire joins ASU as the first Adidas
Distinguished Professor of Global Sport and the founding
CEO of the Global Sport Institute for Impact and
Innovation, with a joint appointment in the Walter Cronkite
School of Journalism and Mass Communication. His
research covers a wide range of sports-related issues.
He’s served as a consultant for numerous organizations,
including IBM, UPS, Fannie Mae, Major League Baseball,
and the Miami Dolphins.

Denis Sosyura

Ph.D. Yale University

Sosyura joins the Department of Finance as an associate
professor, and comes to ASU from the University of
Michigan. His research focuses on empirical corporate
finance and political economy. He’s received numerous
teaching awards and his work has been published in leading
academic journals. He completed his B.A. in finance in his
native Ukraine and earned his M.B.A. at Vanderbilt University.

Basit Zafar

Ph.D. Northwestern University

Before joining the Department of Economics at ASU
as an associate professor, Zafar served for more than
eight years in the research group at the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York, and as a visiting faculty at Princeton
University. His research focuses on labor economics,
economics of education, and household finance.
Specifically, his work seeks to understand how individuals
make decisions under uncertainty.
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Walter Cronkite School
of Journalism and
Mass Communications
Sarah Cohen

M.A. University of Maryland

Cohen is the Knight Chair at the Cronkite School, where
she focuses on data journalism. She comes to Cronkite
after a 25-year career in news, most recently leading a
group of New York Times reporters who focused on dataand document-driven investigations. As a database editor
at The Washington Post, she shared in the Pulitzer Prize
for Investigative Reporting and was a Pulitzer finalist for
public service.

Ira A. Fulton Schools
of Engineering
Ahmed Alkhateeb

Ph.D. University of Texas-Austin

Alkhateeb is an assistant professor in the School of Electrical,
Computer and Energy Engineering. His research interests are
in the broad areas of wireless communication, communication
networks, applied math and signal processing. He leverages
tools and concepts from diverse areas including stochastic
geometry, mathematical optimization and machine learning,
and explore the boundaries between networks, systems and
circuits in order to design innovative solutions for the wireless
communication challenges.
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Kumar Ankit

Ph.D. Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
(Germany)

Ankit is an assistant professor in the School for Engineering
of Matter, Transport and Energy. He specializes in the
development and application of mesoscopic modeling
approaches and their integration with continuum
approaches for both fundamental and applied research in
microstructure science and engineering. He also holds an
Integrated Dual Degree in Metallurgical Engineering from
the Indian Institute of Technology BHU.

Ajay Bansal

Ph.D. University of Texas-Dallas

Bansal is an assistant professor in the School of Computing,
Informatics, and Decision Systems Engineering. He’s
interested in designing and implementing formal languages
that can represent knowledge and automated reasoning
techniques on that knowledge thereby helping to build
intelligent systems capable of performing common sense
reasoning. He also holds an M.S. in computer science from
Texas Tech University.

Dhruv Bhate

Ph.D. Purdue University

Bhate’s interests lie in combining analytical, experimental
and computational methods to answer research questions
in the field of applied mechanics of materials. An associate
professor, his research and teaching efforts in the Polytechnic
School are in additive manufacturing, with specific interests
in lattice materials design and modeling. He has a decade
of industry experience and co-founded and co-chairs the
Arizona AM Committee, an industry-academia consortium.

Brooke Coley

Ph.D. University of Pittsburgh

Coley joins the Polytechnic School as an assistant professor.
Prior to ASU, Coley worked in policy at the National Science
Foundation and diversity administration at the University
of Virginia. Intrigued by the intersections of engineering
education, mental health and social justice, Coley’s current
research focuses on virtual reality as a tool for developing
empathetic and inclusive mindsets.
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Anca Delgado

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Delgado joins the School of Sustainable Engineering and
the Built Environment as an assistant professor. Previously,
she was a research scientist in the Biodesign Swette
Center for Environmental Biotechnology. Her research
interests are in the fundamental understanding of soil and
water microbial processes that sequester and transform
carbon and chlorine to remove contaminants and improve
soil quality.

Stephanie Forrest

Ph.D. University of Michigan

Forrest is a professor in the School of Computing,
Informatics, and Decision Systems Engineering and center
director in the Biodesign Institute. She’s a computer scientist
who studies the biology of computation and computation
in biology, including biological modeling of immunological
processes and evolutionary diseases, cybersecurity,
software engineering and evolutionary computation. She
also holds an M.S. in computer and communications
sciences from the University of Michigan.

Margaret Garcia
Ph.D. Tufts University

Garcia joins the School of Sustainable Engineering and
the Built Environment as an assistant professor in the
area of sustainability. Her research investigates the factors
influencing the sustainability and resilience of urban
water supply systems by advancing the theory of coupled
systems, translating theory into actionable models, and
applying these models to support infrastructure planning
and policy analysis.

Stephanie Gil

Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Gil is an assistant professor in the School of Computing,
Informatics, and Decision Systems Engineering. She’s a
roboticist interested making multi-robot and human-robot
teams more capable through design of control and robust
communication. Her work at the intersection of robotics and
communication includes adaptive networks for robots in
unknown and unpredictable environments, cybersecurity for
robots and indoor localization.
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Ye (Tony) Hu

Ph.D. University of Texas-Austin

Hu is an associate professor in the School of Biological
and Health Systems Engineering and researcher in the
Virginia G. Piper Center for Personalized Diagnostics in the
Biodesign Institute. His research focuses on developing
and validating the integrated nanotechnique-based
strategies to perform marker discovery and non-invasive
clinical diagnostics from peripheral blood, and to provide
a translatable and measurable solution for personalized
medicine, cancer prevention and patients’ outcome.

Mojdeh Khorsand

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Khorsand is an assistant professor in the School of Electrical,
Computer and Energy Engineering. Her research expertise
includes power systems operations and planning, renewable
energy, transient stability studies, protection systems,
stochastic optimization and electric energy markets. She also
holds an M.S. in power systems engineering from the Iran
University of Science and Technology.

Jeonglae Kim

Ph.D. University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign

Kim is an assistant professor in mechanical and aerospace
engineering in the School for Engineering of Matter, Transport
and Energy. Before joining ASU, he was a postdoctoral
fellow with the Center for Turbulence Research at Stanford
University, studying a variety of turbulent flows involving
multi-physics phenomena using novel high-performance
computing. He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in mechanical
and aerospace engineering at Seoul National University.

Anthony Lamanna

Ph.D. University of Wisconsin

Lamanna joins the School of Sustainable Engineering
and the Built Environment as an associate professor and
chair of the Del E. Webb School of Construction. Prior to
ASU, he served as an associate professor of construction
management at Eastern Kentucky University. Lamanna
started his academic career teaching in the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering at Tulane University.
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Rebecca Muenich
Ph.D. Purdue University

Muenich joins the School of Sustainable Engineering
and the Built Environment as an assistant professor. Her
expertise is in environmental modeling, especially surface
hydrology and water quality. Her research interests are
in evaluating the impacts of land management decisions
within the context of the food-energy-water nexus,
specifically focusing on model improvement, interdisciplinary
approaches and stakeholder-driven research.

Christopher Muhich

Ph.D. University of Colorado

Muhich is an assistant professor in the School for
Engineering of Matter, Transport and Energy. His research
uses computational chemistry techniques to fundamentally
understand and design materials to facilitate renewable
energy generation, and environmentally relevant processes.
He earned a B.S.E in chemical engineering from the
University of Michigan and completed a postdoctoral
fellowship at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology with
Aldo Steinfeld’s group.

Christopher Plaisier

Ph.D. University of California-Los Angeles

Plaisier is an assistant professor in the School of Biological
and Health Systems Engineering. He’s a multi-disciplinary
researcher who’s developed approaches to systematically
integrate diverse types of omics data into models with
actionable predictions, with support from the National
Institutes of Health and National Science Foundation. He
holds an M.S. in bioinformatics from University of CaliforniaLos Angeles and B.S. in biology from University of Utah.

Christ Richmond

Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Richmond is an associate professor in the School of
Electrical, Computer and Energy Engineering and former
senior staff at Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Lincoln Laboratory. He develops advanced statistical signal
processing techniques that enable new technologies
and enhance/extend capabilities of existing systems
including radar, sonar and communications. He seeks new
relationships between detection, estimation and information
theory for the development of robust techniques.
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Yan Shoshitaishvili

Ph.D. University of California-Santa Barbara

Shoshitaishvili is an assistant professor in the School of
Computing, Informatics, and Decision Systems Engineering,
with a research focus in binary analysis, vulnerability
detection, and “cyber-autonomy.” In the course of his
research and related activities, he created and released a
number of open-source analysis prototypes, led one of the
winning teams of the DARPA Cyber Grand Challenge, and
participated in hacking contests around the world.

Kenan Song

Ph.D. Northeastern University

Before Song became an assistant professor at the
Polytechnic School, he spent two years at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology as a postdoctoral associate. Song’s
research interests include the processing-structure-property
relationships in advanced composite materials (ACMs)
and advanced manufacturing. He also holds a B.S. in
engineering mechanics.

Siddharth Srivastava

Ph.D. University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Srivastava is an assistant professor of computer sciences in
the School of Computing, Informatics, and Decision Systems
Engineering. He brings together ideas from AI, robotics
and theory of computation to address the core research
problems in developing assistive robots and intelligent
agents that are adaptive, safe, and easy to interact with. He
also holds an M.S. in computer sciences from the University
of Massachusetts-Amherst.

Xiaojun Tian

Ph.D. Nanjing University (China)

Tian is an assistant professor in the School of Biological
and Health Systems Engineering. His expertise includes
systems biology, computational biology, multiscale modeling
and epigenetics. His lab combines multidisciplinary modeling
and quantitative experimental approaches to address
biological fundamental problems. Previously, he worked
as a postdoctoral associate at the University of Pittsburgh
and Virginia Tech, and focused on epithelial-mesenchymal
transition and epigenetics.
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Arul Varman

Ph.D. Washington University-St. Louis

Varman is an assistant professor in the School for
Engineering of Matter, Transport and Energy. He comes to
ASU from a postdoctoral position with the Department of
Biomass Science and Conversion Technologies at Sandia
National Laboratories. He also holds an M.S. in energy,
environmental and chemical engineering from Washington
University-St. Louis and an M.Tech. in chemical engineering
from the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay.

Taylor Weiss

Ph.D. Texas A&M University

Weiss joins ASU’s Polytechnic School as an assistant
professor in the environmental and resource management
program. A biochemist/biophysicist by training, he
researches metabolism of algae and uses synthetic biology
to engineer cross-species, algae-bacteria photosynthetic
bioproduction platforms. As a member of the Algae/WaterFood-Energy-Environmental Nexus, he focuses on the
interdisciplinary pursuit of scaled, high-value bioproduction,
biocontainment strategies and resource management.

Meng Wu

Ph.D. Texas A&M University

Wu joins the School of Electrical, Computer and Energy
Engineering as an assistant professor. Her research
interests include the data analytics, modeling, stability and
control of electric power systems. She’s been working
towards the application of combined physics-based
and data-driven analytics for the enhanced planning
and operations of electrical power systems with rich
renewable generations. She also holds an M.Eng. from
Cornell University.

Hao Yan

Ph.D. Georgia Institute of Technology

Yan is an assistant professor in the School of Computing,
Informatics, and Decision Systems Engineering. His
research focuses on developing efficient computational
algorithms to analyze large-scale vision and profile data in
the manufacturing system for anomaly detection, process
monitoring, better data collection and decision making.
His research lies at the intersection of statistics, machine
learning and industrial engineering.
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Houlong Zhuang

Ph.D. Cornell University

Zhuang is an assistant professor in the School for
Engineering of Matter, Transport and Energy. He’s trained as
a theoretical and computational materials scientist in various
fields of materials science and engineering, especially in
energy-related areas including catalysis, lightweight metal
alloys, two-dimensional materials and solid/liquid interfaces.
Prior to ASU, he completed postdoctoral fellowships at
Princeton University and Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

Mary Lou Fulton
Teachers College
Aryn Baxter

Ph.D. University of Minnesota

Baxter is an assistant professor in the division of educational
leadership and innovation and director of ASU’s MasterCard
Foundation Scholars Program. Her research examines
the learning experiences and trajectories of internationally
mobile students. She’s particularly interested in the role
that social networks play in advancing students’ personal
and professional goals. Her work informs how scholarship
programs are designed to effectively expand higher
education access and contribute to social transformation.

Mildred Boveda

Ed.D. Florida International University

Boveda is an assistant professor in the division of teacher
preparation. Her research focuses on understanding of
diversity and how students and families have multiple
sociocultural markers that simultaneously interlock in
nuanced and unique ways. She designed the Intersectional
Competence Measure to assess teachers’ preparedness
for an increasingly diverse school population and examines
how diversity is framed across education communities to
influence education policy and practice.
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Carla Firetto

Ph.D. Pennsylvania State University

Firetto is an assistant professor in the division of teacher
preparation. Her postdoctoral work investigated the role
of small-group, classroom discussions in promoting 4th
and 5th graders’ high-level comprehension of text. Her
dissertation research explored mechanisms for scaffolding
undergraduate biology students’ integration across multiple
texts. She’s also contributed to research on National
Science Foundation-funded projects investigating methods
to enhance STEM students’ high-level comprehension.

Cyndi Giorgis

Ph.D. University of Arizona

Professor Giorgis is the director of the division of teacher
preparation. She comes to ASU from the University of
Texas-El Paso, where she served as dean of the College
of Education. She’s conducted extensive classroom-based
research focused on reader response theory and children’s
literature. Reimagining teacher preparation has long been
her passion as a professor and as an administrator.

Nicole Thompson

Ph.D. University of Georgia

Thompson is an associate professor and associate director
of the division of teacher preparation. She comes to ASU
from University of Memphis, where she was a dean’s fellow
in the College of Education. Her research interests include
teacher preparation, American Indian education and reform
in education. She’s a member of the Association for Middle
Level Education, NaPOMLE and the American Educational
Research Association.

Andrea Weinberg

Ph.D. Colorado State University

Weinberg comes to ASU from Colorado State University’s
Center for Educator Preparation. An assistant professor, her
research focuses on teacher preparation in authentic K-12
classroom contexts, early career mentoring for teachers,
and interdisciplinary STEM teaching and learning. Weinberg
taught educator preparation and research methods courses,
conducted professional development and designed an
early-career mentoring program for STEM teachers. She’s a
former elementary and secondary special education teacher.
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School for the Future
of Innovation in Society
Deborah Strumsky
Ph.D. Cornell University

Strumsky is an assistant professor who studies
technological change and its relationship to economic
growth, with a particular interest in energy systems. She
comes to ASU from the University of North Carolina. She
worked as an energy market analyst, before completing a
postdoctoral fellowship with Harvard Business School. She
received her B.S. from the University of Southern Maine and
her master’s degree from Cornell University.

College of
Health Solutions
Haiwei Gu

Ph.D. Purdue University

Gu is an assistant professor in the School of Nutrition and
Health Promotion. His research interests focus on mass
spectrometry-based metabolomics and its applications in
early disease diagnosis, drug metabolism and biological
sciences. He works closely with clinical researchers and
practitioners on various studies identifying metabolic
markers useful to detect cancer recurrence, investigating
cancer metabolism using cell/mitochondria models, and
examining metabolic remodeling.
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Deborah Helitzer

Sc.D. Johns Hopkins University

Helitzer is a professor in the School for the Science of
Health Care Delivery and the dean of the College of
Health Solutions. She is a population health researcher and
evaluator of the health-related impact of interventions in
community-based, clinical and school settings, particularly
in populations with significant health disparities. She’s
renowned for using theory as a framework for evaluation.

Alexis Koskan

Ph.D. University of South Carolina

Koskan is an assistant professor in the School of Nutrition and
Health Promotion. Her research aims to identify community
and clinical practices to prevent and control HPV-related
cancers. She’s interested in engaging various health care
professionals to test integrated care models that increase
HPV vaccine series completion and identifying innovative
solutions to increase HPV-related cancer screenings in
vulnerable populations (e.g. HIV-infected adults).

Scott Leischow

Ph.D. University of Maryland

Professor Leischow is the associate director for Public
Health Programs. His research focus is tobacco use and
addiction, tobacco treatment and tobacco control policy.
In addition, he is actively involved in research on the role
of social networks in understanding knowledge flow and
decision-making as it pertains to complex systems. His
postdoctoral work was in behavioral pharmacology at
Johns Hopkins University.

Paea LePendu

Ph.D. University of Oregon

LePendu is an assistant professor in the Department of
Biomedical Informatics. He specializes in data science
and natural language processing for electronic health
records. He’s also an inventor and entrepreneur motivated
to improve patient health outcomes through applications of
big data, which include pharmacovigilance, population health
management, semantic search, health outcomes prediction,
risk analysis and phenotypic profiling. He comes to ASU
from a postdoctoral fellowship at Stanford University.

16

2017-2018 New Faculty Members

David Sklar

M.D. Stanford University

Dr. Sklar is editor of Academic Medicine and an
emergency physician. He does research in health services
and health professions education. He’s former chair of
emergency medicine and associate dean of graduate
medical education at the University of New Mexico. He’s
a professor in the School for the Science of Health Care
Delivery and senior advisor to the university provost in
health policy and health professions education.

Floris Wardenaar

Ph.D. Wageningen University (Netherlands)

Wardenaar’s research focuses on the effects of nutrition
and dietetic strategies on sports performance. He was
previously the director of sports and exercise nutrition team
at the Institute of Sports and Exercise at the HAN University
of Applied Sciences and the sports nutrition team lead with
the Dutch Olympic Committee. He also holds an M.S. in
human nutrition from Wageningen University.

Herberger Institute for
Design and the Arts
Lori Brunner

Ph.D. Iowa State University

Brunner is an assistant professor in The Design School.
She received her doctorate in education, with a minor in
statistics, and an M.F.A. in interior design from Iowa State
University. She also has an M.U.P. and a B.S. in architectural
studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Her research focuses on design thinking, including student
motivation and predicting design student success.
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Liz Cohen

M.F.A. California College of Art

Cohen is an associate professor of photography in the
School of Art. Cohen’s work is interdisciplinary, bringing
together inquiry in women’s studies, literature, poetry
and auto mechanics as well as expertise in documentary
photography, performance, video, installation and sculpture.
Her work has been exhibited in geographically diverse
venues, reviewed nationally and has received a number of
prestigious awards.

Miki Garcia

M.A. University of Texas-Austin

Garcia is a professor of practice and the director of the
ASU Art Museum. Previously, she was the executive
director at the Museum of Contemporary Art Santa
Barbara, where she curated exhibitions and worked on
several group and solo projects with local, national and
international artists. Garcia holds a certificate in nonprofit
management from Stanford University and B.A. in art
history from Vassar College.

Joanna Grabski

Ph.D. Indiana University

Grabski is the director of the School of Art and professor
of art history. She’s a seasoned administrator who recently
served as chair of art history and visual culture at Denison
University. Her scholarship addresses public art, fashion
and street life, visuality and creativity, art and urban
memory, interpretations of the built environment as well as
urbanization and art world globalization.

Heidi Hogden

M.F.A. Tufts University

Hogden is assistant professor of drawing in the School
of Art. Her exhibition record reflects both a dedication to
drawing as a creative practice and an intellectual curiosity
that connects the practice of drawing to larger fields
of inquiry and engagement with service-learning and
community-building projects. Her work has been exhibited
in museums and galleries in the U.S.
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Maria Rosario Jackson

Ph.D. University of California-Los Angeles

Professor Jackson’s expertise is comprehensive
community revitalization, systems change, arts and culture
in communities and dynamics of race and ethnicity. She’s
worked widely with philanthropy and governments on
strategy, program design, research, learning and evaluation.
She’s an Institute Professor with affiliations in The Design
School and the College of Public Service and Community
Solutions. Prior, she was with Urban Institute in Washington,
D.C (18 years).

Suren Jayasuriya

Ph.D. Cornell University

Jayasuriya is an assistant professor in School of Arts,
Media and Engineering and School of Electrical, Computer,
and Energy Engineering in the Ira A. Fulton Schools of
Engineering. Prior to this, he was a postdoctoral fellow at
the Robotics Institute at Carnegie Mellon University. With
a background in mathematics and philosophy, his research
interests are in computational imaging and visual computing.

Philip Klucsarits

M.F.A. University of California-Los Angeles

Klucsarits is an award-winning cinematographer working
in narrative, documentary and commercial film. His work
has screened at over 200 festivals internationally, including
Telluride, SXSW and Camerimage. Among his credits are
the feature films, “Stealing Summers” and, upcoming, “The
Chain.” He holds a B.S. in civil engineering from Georgia
Institute of Technology. He’s an assistant professor in the
School of Film, Dance and Theatre.

Kristina Knowles

Ph.D. Northwestern University

Knowles is a music theorist specializing in rhythm and meter,
music perception and cognition, music theory pedagogy,
music and time, and 20th century music. An interdisciplinary
scholar, she’s currently working on a project exploring the
relationship between time and music, and has publications
in progress related to music and memory, time perception
and post-pastoralism in George Crumb’s music. She’s an
assistant professor in the School of Music.
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Eliciana Nascimento

M.F.A. San Francisco State University

Nascimento is an award-winning filmmaker and assistant
professor in the School of Film, Dance and Theatre. Her
short film, “The Summer of Gods,” premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival in 2014 and received several awards from a
variety of international film festivals. She’s currently working
as a director-cinematographer of her new documentary,
“Oshun Women,” in the African diaspora.

Jason Schupbach

M.C.P. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Schupbach is a professor of practice and the director of The
Design School. He’s a nationally recognized expert in the
role that arts and design play in improving communities, and
was the federal liaison to the design community in his role
as director of design and creative placemaking programs
for the National Endowment for the Arts. He’s held multiple
other government and foundation positions.

Christopher Stover

Ph.D. University of Washington

Stover is an assistant professor in the School of Music.
He specializes in philosophies of time and process,
phenomenology, Affect Theory, improvisation studies,
rhythmic and microrhythmic processes in diasporic West
African music, and the folkloric and popular music of
Cuba and Brazil. An active trombonist and composer,
his compositions explore process, growth, flux, and
recontextualization, with nuanced considerations of the
relationships between melody and harmony.

Johanna Taylor

Ph.D. Milano School of International Affairs,
Management, and Urban Policy

Taylor is an assistant professor in The Design School
affiliated with the Herberger Institute’s creative enterprise
and cultural leadership program. Her research explores
questions of cultural equity through the intersection of art,
community, policy and place. She was a Creative Cities
Fellow at Stanford University, holds an M.A. in sociology from
the New School for Social Research and an M.A. in arts
management from Carnegie Mellon University.
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College of Integrative
Sciences and Arts
Stephen Carradini

Ph.D. North Carolina State University-Raleigh
Carradini is an assistant professor in the interdisciplinary
humanities and communication faculty. His research looks
at the communication of extra-institutional individuals
– professionals such as freelancers, consultants and
musicians who work outside of large organizations. In
addition, he runs a music blog, “Independent Clauses,” and
co-hosts the “Winning Slowly” podcast. He was formerly a
professional editor, writer and consultant.

Frank Dillon

Ph.D. University of Missouri-Columbia

Dillon is an associate professor of counseling and counseling
psychology. Prior to his ASU appointment, he was an
associate professor at State University of New York-Albany.
His research addresses health disparities, such as HIV,
affecting racial, ethnic and sexual minority groups in the U.S.
and promotes multicultural competent counseling. Since
2004, he’s been funded by the National Institutes of Health.

Michael Dugger

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Dugger is an associate professor of science and
mathematics. He’s an experimental physicist that studies
particle interactions of hadronic matter. He’s published 93
articles in journals, including Physics Review Letters, Physics
Review C and the European Physical Journal. He also holds
a merged B.S. in physics and mathematics from Northern
Arizona University.
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Robert Kirsch

Ph.D. Virginia Tech

Kirsch is an assistant professor in the leadership and
interdisciplinary studies faculty. He’s a political and cultural
theorist who uses interdisciplinary approaches to questions
of institutional evolution and change, particularly the codeterminant ways that organizational flows of power and
cultural habits of mind form a self-reinforcing range of
possibilities, which highlights the need for political vision to
offer qualitatively different alternatives for social change.

Jesse Lewis

Ph.D. Colorado State University

Lewis is an assistant professor in the science and
mathematics faculty. He’s a wildlife ecologist whose research
focuses on the effects of human activities on plant and
animal populations, especially in relation to urbanization. In
addition, his research evaluates the roles of top-down and
bottom-up processes on wildlife populations and landscapes.
He also holds an M.S. from the University of Idaho.

Sarah Viren

Ph.D. Texas Tech University

Viren is an assistant professor of English and creative
writing, and member of the language and cultures faculty.
Ploughshares Solos published her translation of the
Argentine novella “Córdoba Skies” and her first essay
collection, “Mine,” winner of the River Teeth Literary
Nonfiction Book Prize, comes out in 2018. She’s interested
in questions of form and fidelity within the fields of creative
nonfiction and literary translation.

Wenwei Zheng

Ph.D. Rice University

Zheng is an assistant professor in the science and
mathematics faculty. He has a background of computational
chemistry with expertise in performing in silicon chemical
experiments on biomolecules. His current research focuses
on investigating the role of intrinsically disordered proteins
in forming the functional membraneless organelles and
the pathological fibril aggregates. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in physics from Fudan University, China.
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New College of
Interdisciplinary Arts
and Sciences
Scott Barclay

Ph.D. Northwestern University

Professor Barclay is the director of the School of Social
and Behavioral Sciences. Prior to ASU, he served
as a program director in the Social Behavioral and
Economic Sciences Directorate at the National Science
Foundation. His research explores the interplay of political,
demographic and social movement factors that influence
the deployment of law.

Allan Colbern

Ph.D. University of California-Riverside

Colbern is an assistant professor in the School of Social
and Behavioral Sciences. He’s an associate editor for the
Color of Politics blog, engaged in state and local immigrant
advocacy, and interested primarily in research on American
political development and the intersection between
immigration policy and civil rights, social movements,
federalism and citizenship. His work has been published in
Policy Matters, the Monkey Cage and Los Angeles Times.

Kishonna Gray

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Gray joins the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences as
an assistant professor. Her work broadly intersects identity
and new media, with a particular focus on gaming. She
authored “Race, Gender, & Deviance in Xbox Live,” and
“On Being Black And...The Journey to Intersectionality in
Digital Gaming Culture.” She’s also a featured blogger and
podcaster with “Not Your Mama’s Gamer.” Follow her on
Twitter @KishonnaGray.
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Zachary Horne

Ph.D. University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign
Horne studies the cognitive mechanisms underlying belief
formation and revision. Specifically, he examines how
children and adults form and revise their beliefs in light of
new evidence and the mechanisms that permit and prevent
rational belief updating. His research has been published
in the journals Psychological Science, Cognition, PloS One
and Cognitive Science, among others. He’s an assistant
professor in the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Sangmi Lee

Ph.D. University of Oxford (U.K.)

Lee examines how Hmong living in the diaspora maintain
extensive kinship networks and various cultural and
economic practices, despite the uncertainty about the
location of ancestral homeland and ethnic differences,
resulting from “partial” affiliations with different nation-states
of residence. She’s conducted comparative, long-term
ethnographic fieldwork with the Hmong communities in
central Laos and the U.S. She’s an assistant professor in
the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Michelle (Mickey) Mancenido
Ph.D. Arizona State University

Mancenido’s research focuses on the design and analysis
of statistical experiments in engineering, scientific, and
industrial applications. She’s an advocate of well-designed
experiments as the key to robust scientific conclusions,
user-centric product design, and efficient industrial
processes. She joins the School of Mathematical and
Natural Sciences as an assistant professor of statistics.

Shawn Walker

Ph.D. University of Washington

Walker’s research focuses on new forms of political
participation emerging on social media platforms and the
related challenges of collecting, analyzing and working
with data from these platforms. His work on social media
methods addresses gaps in understanding about social
media data, collection methods and the implications (ethics,
representation, etc.) of using those methods. He also holds
an M.S. in information science from the University
of Washington.
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College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences
Matthew Baumgart
Ph.D. Harvard University

Baumgart is an assistant professor in the Department of
Physics. He’s a high energy theorist, interested in particle
physics, cosmology and gravity. His research employs
effective field theory, a formalism that efficiently selects
relevant degrees of freedom at an energy scale of interest.
He applies it to topics beyond the Standard Model of particle
physics and questions about cosmological spacetimes.

Viridiana Benitez

Ph.D. Indiana University

Benitez is an assistant professor in the Department of
Psychology. Her research interests are in the area of
cognitive development, with a particular emphasis on early
language acquisition in monolingual and bilingual children,
the development of attentional abilities and understanding
the mechanisms of young children’s early learning. Prior to
joining ASU, Benitez completed a postdoctoral fellowship
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Benjamin Blonder

Ph.D. University of Arizona

Blonder is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences. He’s a plant macroecologist with research
interests in building a more robust biodiversity science
that is capable of explaining the processes structuring
communities as well as predicting their future dynamics
under global change scenarios. To address these problems,
he uses a combination of mathematical modeling, fieldwork
and eco-informatics approaches.
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Sanchayeeta Borthakur

Ph.D. University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Borthakur is an assistant professor in the School of Earth
and Space Exploration. She’s an observational astronomer
specializing in extragalactic observations. Her research
focuses on understanding how galaxies are connected to
each other despite the large distances separating them. She
uses state-of-the-art telescopes such as the Hubble Space
Telescope and the Very Large Array to probe gas in the
outskirts of galaxies and beyond.

Maitrayee Bose

Ph.D. Washington University-St. Louis

Bose is an assistant professor in the School of Earth and
Space Exploration. She’s a cosmochemist who studies the
origin and evolution of stars and our solar system through
laboratory analyses of dust from dying stars and organic
matter in extraterrestrial samples. She also analyzes volatiles
in returned samples from asteroids and comets to decipher
their cosmic origins.

Scott Brooks

Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania

Brooks is an associate professor of sociology in the
T. Denny Sanford School of Social and Family Dynamics.
He studies race, gender and class and small group
dynamics in sports. He received his B.A. from the
University of California-Berkeley.

Keith Brown

Ph.D. University of Chicago

Brown is the director of ASU’s Melikian Center: Russian,
Eurasian and East European Studies and professor in the
School of Politics and Global Studies. His research focuses
on politics, culture and identity in the Balkans, exploring in
particular the comparative politics of history-writing, and the
creation and erosion of fellow-feeling. He’s also pursued
collaborative work on conflict and its aftermath, civil-military
relations, and transitions to and from democracy.
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Paul Carrese

Ph.D. Boston College

Professor Carrese is the founding director of the School
of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership. He’s the
author of “The Cloaking of Power: Montesquieu, Blackstone,
and the Rise of Judicial Activism,” and “Democracy in
Moderation: Montesquieu, Tocqueville, and Sustainable
Liberalism,” as well as co-editor of books on George
Washington, constitutionalism and American grand strategy.
For nearly two decades he was a professor of political
science at the United States Air Force Academy.

Raphaël Charron-Chénier
Ph.D. Duke University

Charron-Chénier is an assistant professor of justice and
social inquiry in the School of Social Transformation.
His research examines racial inequality in the context of
consumer markets. His current projects examine barriers in
access to goods and services for Black households, racial
disparities in the use and impact of predatory lending and
racial disparities in debt accumulation.

Charles Drummond

Ph.D. University of Cambridge (U.K.)

Drummond is an assistant professor in the School of Civic
and Economic Thought and Leadership. His research
focuses on the history of political and legal thought and he’s
currently preparing a monograph on the development of the
“right to keep and bear arms” in Britain and early America.
He was a Garwood postdoctoral research associate at the
James Madison Program at Princeton University.

Onur Erten

Ph.D. The Ohio State University

Erten is an assistant professor at the Department of Physics.
He’s a theoretical physicist whose research interests lie in
the field of quantum condensed matter physics. In particular,
he works on strongly correlated electron systems, quantum
magnetism and superconductivity in heavy fermions and
transition metal oxides. Prior to ASU, he held postdoctoral
fellowships at Rutgers University and Max Planck Institute
for the Physics of Complex Systems.
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Zachary German

Ph.D. University of Notre Dame

German is an assistant professor in the School of Civic
and Economic Thought and Leadership. He specializes in
constitutional studies and political theory, and his research
and teaching interests include both American political
thought and early modern political thought more broadly, as
well as American constitutional interpretation, Tocqueville,
Christian political thought and the relationship between
religion and politics.

Brian Goodman

Ph.D. Harvard University

Goodman is an assistant professor in the Department
of English. He works at the intersection of transnational
literary studies, cultural history and human rights. His
research explores the circulation of literature and culture
across the Iron Curtain during the Cold War, with a
particular emphasis on cultural exchange between the U.S.
and Czechoslovakia. He also holds an M.St. in English from
the University of Oxford.

Thao Ha

Ph.D. Radboud University Nijmegen
(Netherlands)

Ha is an assistant professor in the Department of
Psychology. Her work combines ecological, neurocognitive
and stress physiological measurements to investigate the
effects of partner choices, relationship dynamics and breakups on adolescents’ emotional and behavioral adjustment.
Understanding risk and resilience among youth within their
romantic relationships informs prevention strategies to
promote healthy relationships and transitions.

P. Richard Hahn

Ph.D. Duke University

Hahn is an associate professor of statistics in the School
of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences. He studies
the use of sophisticated nonlinear regression methods
for inferring causal effects from observational data, with
applications for public policy, marketing, epidemiology and
medicine. He joins ASU from the University of Chicago’s
Booth School of Business.
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Robin Harris

Ph.D. University of Manchester (U.K.)

Harris is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences. He’s a geneticist and developmental biologist
whose research combines genetic, molecular and imaging
techniques to explore the fundamental and complex
phenomenon of tissue regeneration. His work aims to
identify and characterize genomic programs activated in
response to tissue injury, and use this information to develop
novel genetic manipulations to be used to improve or
stimulate regeneration in non-regenerating tissues.

Rodney Hero

Ph.D. Purdue University

Professor Hero is the Raul Yzaguirre Chair in the School
of Politics and Global Studies. He’s written two books
which received major awards from the American Political
Science Association, and his coauthored book, “BlackLatino Relations in U.S. National Politics” was the 2014 Best
Book on Latino Politics. Most recently, Hero’s research has
focused on the role of interest groups and advocacy groups
in Latino/a politics.

Matthias Heyden

Ph.D. Ruhr-University (Germany)

Heyden joins the School of Molecular Sciences as an
assistant professor. He completed his undergraduate
and graduate studies at the Ruhr-University Bochum
in Germany, where he received a B.Sc. in biochemistry
and doctorate in chemistry. He pursued his postdoctoral
research at University of California-Irvine as a fellow of the
German Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. He comes to
ASU from an appointment at the Max-Planck-Institut für
Kohlenforschung.

Ian Hogue

Ph.D. University of Michigan

Hogue is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences and researcher in the Center for Immunotherapy,
Vaccines and Virotherapy in ASU’s Biodesign Institute.
His research examines how alpha herpesviruses, such as
human Herpes Simplex Virus 1, hijack cellular machinery to
move inside and spread between infected cells, particularly
infected neurons. He joins ASU from a postdoctoral
fellowship at Princeton University.
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Silvie Huijben

Ph.D. Edinburgh University (U.K.)

Huijben is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences. She’s an evolutionary biologist with a keen
interest in the arms-race between humans and the
organisms we aim to control, in particular: resistance
evolution of malaria parasites and mosquitoes. She studies
the evolutionary ecology of the organism with the key
question: how can we use this knowledge to design better
resistance management strategies?

Daniel Jacobs

Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania

Jacobs is an experimental astrophysicist in the School of
Earth and Space Exploration specializing in several areas,
including observation of the early universe in low frequency
radio, development of next generation radio astronomy
instrumentation and opening new science capabilities
of small satellites. He received a bachelor’s degree from
New Mexico Tech and his master’s degree in physics from
Montana State University.

Petar Jevtic

Ph.D. University of Turin (Italy)

Jevtic is an assistant professor of actuarial science in
the School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences.
His research focuses on the problems of life insurance,
particularly the management and modeling of longevity risk,
with applications to pensions and capital markets. Jevtic
comes to ASU from McMaster University in Canada, where
he was an assistant professor.

Isaac Joslin

Ph.D. University of Minnesota

Joslin is an assistant professor with the School of
International Letters and Cultures. His research in literature
and film, with a particular emphasis on Francophone Africa
and its global diaspora, combines aesthetic theories of
representation and socio-cultural interpretations of texts
in order to reconfigure development discourses within a
humanistic framework by deconstructing the underlying
gendered, racial, ecological, cultural and aesthetic codes
that influence international social and economic policies.
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Cynthia Keeler

Ph.D. University of California-Berkeley

Keeler is an assistant professor in the Department of
Physics. Her research investigates the deeper structure of
holographic gauge-gravity dualities, which map stronglycoupled theories to weakly-coupled ones, providing a novel
means for studying the former. Holographic techniques
arising from these dualities are among the most widely used
tools in theoretical physics today, and are applied to areas
ranging from superconductors to heavy-ion collisions.

Mingming Li

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Li is an assistant professor in the School of Earth and Space
Exploration. He’s a geodynamicist who uses numerical
simulations to investigate the structure, dynamics and
evolution of the Earth and other planets. He’s particularly
interested in understanding the surface expressions of deep
mantle dynamics and how the Earth and other solar and
extrasolar planets evolve differently.

Efrem Lim

Ph.D. University of Washington

Lim is an assistant professor in the School of Life Sciences.
As part of the Center for Fundamental and Applied
Microbiomics in ASU’s Biodesign Institute, his research
focuses on the human virome in health and disease.
He studies how viruses interact with the host and other
microbes to shape infant development and the outcome
of transplant recipients.

Michael Lynch

Ph.D. University of Minnesota

Lynch is director of the Biodesign Institute’s Center for
Mechanisms of Evolution and professor in the School of
Life Sciences. He’s a fellow of the National Academy of
Sciences, American Academy of Arts and Sciences and
American Association for the Advancement of Science.
His research interests concern the cellular and populationgenetic mechanisms underlying evolutionary processes,
and are pursued using a variety of model organisms and
mathematical approaches.
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Emilia Martins

Ph.D. University of Wisconsin-Madison

Martins is a professor in the School of Life Sciences. She’s a
biologist who combines international fieldwork, physiological
lab experiments and statistical theory to study the evolution
of animal communication and social behavior. Her research
focuses on lizards in the southwestern U.S. and Mexico
and on biomedically-important zebrafish from India. She
previously held positions at Indiana University, the University
of Oregon and the National Science Foundation.

Grant McFadden

Ph.D. McGill University (Canada)

McFadden is a professor in the School of Life Sciences
and director of the Center for Immunotherapy, Vaccines
and Virotherapy in ASU’s Biodesign Institute. A biotech
entrepreneur and bioterrorism expert, McFadden
pioneered the field of viral immune subversion (also
called “anti-immunology”). His lab also investigates the
deployment of poxviruses for oncolytic virotherapy for
the treatment of cancer.

Daniel McNeish

Ph.D. University of Maryland

McNeish is an assistant professor in the Department of
Psychology and addresses statistical issues in behavioral
science research using mixed effects, latent growth and
structural equation models. His research focuses on
statistical methods for challenging data structures with
emphasis on small sample data and missing data. Prior to
ASU, he was a member of the Department of Methodology
and Statistics at Utrecht University, Netherlands.

Sara Meerow

Ph.D. University of Michigan

Meerow is an assistant professor in the School of
Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning. She’s an
interdisciplinary social-ecological systems scientist working
at the intersection of urban geography and planning. Her
research addresses the challenge of making cities resilient.
Specifically, she works on the theory and practice of urban
resilience, green infrastructure planning and urban climate
change adaptation planning.
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Valerie Mueller

Ph.D. University of Maryland-College Park

Mueller is an assistant professor in the School of Politics and
Global Studies. Her research quantifies household vulnerability
to climate in developing countries. She additionally uses
randomized control trials to identify mechanisms to improve
the delivery of rural services. Prior to joining ASU, Mueller
was a senior research fellow at the International Food Policy
Research Institute in Washington, D.C.

Ana Olenina

Ph.D. Harvard University

Olenina is an assistant professor of comparative literature
and media studies at the School of International Letters
and Cultures. While her primary area of expertise is Russian
studies, her research inhabits a space at the juncture of film
theory, history of psychology and media archeology, with
an emphasis on the mediation of performance, sensory
engagement and affect. She also holds an M.Phil. from
Cambridge University.

Holly O’Rourke

Ph.D. Arizona State University

O’Rourke is an assistant professor in the T. Denny Sanford
School of Social and Family Dynamics. She’s a quantitative
psychologist who develops modern statistical methods
for the social sciences, particularly for prevention and
health. Her current methodological research focuses on
longitudinal models for assessing behavioral and biological
processes over time in a variety of contexts.

Krijn Paaijmans

Ph.D. Wageningen University (Netherlands)

Paaijmans is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences. He’s a medical entomologist with a strong interest
in malaria elimination entomological monitoring, and in
designing and testing new tools for vector control to address
the issues of insecticide resistance and residual malaria
transmission. He’s also the head of the Entomology Platform
at the Manhiça Health Research Center in Mozambique.
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Susanne Pfeifer

D.Phil. University of Oxford (U.K.)

Pfeifer is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences and researcher in the Center for Mechanisms of
Evolution in the Biodesign Institute. She’s studying genetic
and evolutionary processes by combining large-scale, highthroughput sequence data analysis, model-based statistical
inference and modeling. She earned a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in
computational molecular biology at the Max-Planck-Institute
for Computer Science/Saarland University (Germany).

Indulata Prasad

Ph.D. University of Texas-Austin

Prasad is an assistant professor of women and gender
studies in the School of Social Transformation. A journalist
turned anthropologist, Prasad’s research uses a highly
interdisciplinary and innovative approach, combining social
mapping alongside ethnography, to explore how rural social
space is being reconfigured through the interplay of caste,
class, gender and control over productive assets such as land.

Henry Quintero

Ph.D. Arizona State University

Quintero is an assistant professor in the Department
of English. Combining an interdisciplinary approach to
Indigenous ethnography and Peyote music, he untangles
the intersections of a greater voice and consciousness in
Ameri/Canadi/Mexicana by investigating the origin of songs,
language and stories. Quintero is also the director of Red Ink
International Journal and facilitates the Red Ink Initiative.

Christian Rabeling

Ph.D. University of Texas-Austin

Rabeling is an assistant professor in the School of Life
Sciences. He’s an evolutionary biologist and entomologist
who studies the biodiversity, speciation mechanisms and
symbiotic interactions of ants with other organisms. A core
research question pursued in the Rabeling lab is how socially
parasitic ant species arise. Prior to joining ASU, he was
elected a junior fellow at the Harvard Society of Fellows.
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Krista Ratcliffe

Ph.D. The Ohio State University

Ratcliffe is professor and chair of the Department of English.
Her award-winning research focuses on intersections of
rhetoric, feminist theory and critical race studies. She has
authored, co-authored and edited several books, the most
recent being “Rhetorics of Whiteness: Postracial Hauntings
in Popular Culture, Social Media, and Education.” Ratcliffe
has also held leadership positions at Purdue University and
Marquette University.

Scott Sayres

Ph.D. Pennsylvania State University

Sayres is an assistant professor in the School of Molecular
Sciences and researcher with the Biodesign Center for
Applied Structural Discovery. His research group explores
the interaction of light and matter at the fastest possible
timescales and will apply this knowledge to the design of
exciting new nanomaterials with applications in chemical
energy conversion, photocatalysis and light activated highspeed switching devices.

Abhishek Singharoy

Ph.D. Indiana University-Bloomington

Singharoy is an assistant professor in the School of
Molecular Sciences. His research combines rigorous
statistical mechanical methodologies with state-of-theart molecular dynamics and free-energy computations
for capturing cell-scale biological responses with atomic
precision. His most recent studies bring to light the
molecular origins of cellular aging and programmed
cell death, and inspire a novel computer-aided pipeline
pertaining to intricate pathology of the respiratory network.

Florian Sprung

Ph.D. Brown University

Sprung is an assistant professor in theoretical mathematics
in the School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences.
His research focuses on number theory and arithmetic
algebraic geometry, particularly Iwasawa theory and the
Birch and Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture. He joins ASU from
Princeton University’s Institute for Advanced Study. He
received his M.Sc. from the University of Tokyo and a B.A.
from Columbia University.
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Petr Sulc

Ph.D. Oxford University (U.K.)

Sulc is an assistant professor in the School of Molecular
Sciences. His research focuses on multiscale modeling
of DNA and RNA with applications to nanotechnology
and biology, and statistical physics modeling of complex
systems. He comes to ASU from a postdoctoral fellowship
with the Center for Studies in Physics and Biology at
Rockefeller University.

Karen Taliaferro

Ph.D. Georgetown University

Taliaferro is an assistant professor in the School of Civic and
Economic Thought and Leadership. She studies the history
of political thought, with a focus on ancient and medieval
political philosophy, as well as Islamic thought and religion and
politics. The recipient of fellowships at Princeton University,
Georgetown University (Qatar), and a National Security
Education Program grant (Morocco), she’s writing “The
Possibility of Religious Freedom: Early Natural Law and
the Abrahamic Faiths.”

Marta Tecedor

Ph.D. University of Iowa

Tecedor is an assistant professor in the School of
International Letters and Cultures. Her primary area of
research is computer-assisted language learning with
a focus on flipped and online curricular models. In her
current research she examines how the use of multimedia
technologies can be incorporated in the foreign language
classroom to promote the development of linguistic,
interactional and intercultural competencies.

Henry Thomson

Ph.D. University of Minnesota

Thomson is an assistant professor in the School of Politics
and Global Studies. His research focuses on the political
economy of authoritarianism and democratization. He
has a special interest in the role which agriculture plays in
processes of development and democratization, and also
in collective mobilization and repression under authoritarian
regimes. He teaches classes in comparative politics, political
economy and international relations.
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Daoqin Tong

Ph.D. The Ohio State University

Tong joins the School of Geographical Sciences and Urban
Planning as an associate professor. Her research has
mainly focused on the use of spatial analytics including
spatial optimization, geographic information system, spatial
statistics and big data to support urban and regional studies
concerning locational decisions, transportation, food access
and public health. She also holds an M.S. and M.A.S. from
The Ohio State University.

Edward Vargas

Ph.D. Indiana University

Vargas is an assistant professor in the School of
Transborder Studies. His research interests include the
effects of poverty and inequality on the quality of life,
focusing specifically on health, education and social policy,
and how these factors contribute to the well-being of
vulnerable families. In particular, he examines the effects of
immigration policy and deportations on health and health
hardships on the well-being of Latino/a families.

Linh Vu

Ph.D. University of California-Berkeley

Vu is as an assistant professor in the School of Historical,
Philosophical and Religious Studies. A scholar of modern
Chinese history, her dissertation work examined “The
Sovereignty of the War Dead: Martyrs, Memorials, and the
Making of Modern China, 1912-1949.” She holds an M.A.
in East Asian history from the University of Hawai’i-Manoa
and B.A. in government, East Asian studies and history from
Connecticut College.

Alaina Zanin

Ph.D. University of Oklahoma

Zanin is an assistant professor in the Hugh Downs
School of Human Communication. She researches health
and organizational communication in unique contexts,
specializing in structuration, sensemaking and framing
theories as well as issues of power, gender and body work.
Her research is published in outlets such as Management
Communication Quarterly and Small Group Research.
She also holds an M.S. from Murray State University.
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College of Nursing
and Health Innovation
Kelly Davis

Ph.D. University of Washington

Davis is an associate professor. Her research centers on the
intersection of sexual violence, sexual risk and substance
use. She has been actively involved in campus sexual
assault assessment, policy, prevention and response at
both the local K-12 and higher education levels, and has
conducted trainings with military bases and members of the
legal system in their efforts to address sexual violence.

Rodney Joseph

Ph.D. University of Alabama-Birmingham

Joseph is an assistant professor. His program of research
includes promotion of physical activity among minority
populations, chronic disease prevention, overweight and
obesity-prevention, physical activity and obesity related
health disparities, technology-mediated behavioral health
interventions and the application of health behavior theory
to promote behavior change. He also holds an M.A. in
health education and health promotion from the University
of Texas-Austin.
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Sandra Day O’Connor
College of Law
Angela Banks

J.D. Harvard Law School

The Charles J. Merriam Distinguished Professor of Law,
Banks joins ASU from the William & Mary School of Law,
where she was a professor of law. An immigration and
citizenship expert, Professor Banks’ scholarship examines
membership and belonging in democratic societies. She
also earned a Masters of Letters in sociology from Oxford
University, U.K. where she was a Marshall Scholar.

Victoria Sahani

J.D. Harvard Law School

A scholar of dispute resolution, Sahani joins ASU from the
Washington and Lee University School of Law, where she
taught for four years. With expertise in international and
domestic dispute resolution – including third-party financing
and international treaty arbitration – associate professor
Sahani adds considerable depth to ASU’s thriving dispute
resolution program. She also received her A.B. in psychology
from Harvard University.

Joshua Sellers

J.D. University of Chicago,
Ph.D. University of Chicago

Sellers is an associate professor and expert on election
law. He joins ASU after two years at the University of
Oklahoma’s College of Law. Prior to that, he worked as an
associate at Jenner & Block in Washington, D.C., pursued a
postdoctoral fellowship at the Maxwell School of Syracuse
University and clerked for a federal appellate judge.
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College of
Public Service and
Community Solutions
Ramona Denby-Brinson
Ph.D. The Ohio State University

Professor Denby-Brinson is an associate dean for research.
Her scholarly interests involve policy, programming and
treatment issues relevant to children and families, direct
practice, human behavior, child welfare, children’s mental
health, juvenile justice and culturally-specific service delivery.
Denby-Brinson received the 2014 Harry Reid Silver State
Research Award in recognition of her highly regarded,
responsive research. She also holds an M.S.W. from the
University of Las Vegas.

Jesse Lecy

Ph.D. Syracuse University

Lecy joins ASU as an associate professor in the School
of Community Resources and Development. His research
examines the economics of the nonprofit sector, life-cycles
of charitable organizations, performance of social programs,
and urban policies that promote strong communities.
He works actively to integrate data-driven management
practices into public organizations and promote open
science practices in scholarship.

Angel Molina

Ph.D. Texas A&M University

Molina is an assistant professor in the School of Public
Affairs. His research interests include the impacts of
organizational behavior on policy outcomes in minority
communities, performance implications of minority access
to organizational leadership, public values, education policy,
immigration, Latino politics, and the salience of race and
ethnicity for both public and private sector outcomes. He
also holds an M.S. from the University of Texas-El Paso.
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Lauren Reed

Ph.D. University of Michigan

An assistant professor in the School of Social Work, Reed
comes to ASU from the University of California-Santa
Barbara’s International Center for School-Based Youth
Development. Her research includes gendered and youth
violence prevention, digital media as a context and tool for
dating violence, and youth participatory action research; with
additional interests in programs for girls in juvenile detention
and recidivism prevention.

Donald Siegel

Ph.D. Columbia University

Professor Siegel is the director of the School of Public
Affairs. He’s attracted funding for, and published
extensively on, issues relating to university technology
transfer and entrepreneurship, the effects of corporate
governance on performance, productivity analysis,
the economic effects of gambling and corporate and
environmental social responsibility. He’s an elected fellow
of the Academy of Management.

Karin Wachter

Ph.D. University of Texas-Austin

Wachter is an assistant professor in the School of Social
Work. Prior to ASU, she was a project director with the
Institute of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. She
spent 10 years with the International Rescue Committee
as a humanitarian aid worker and senior technical advisor
focused on violence against women and girls in war
and displacement. Her research interests include forced
migration, violence against women, feminist and postcolonial theories.

Qi Wu

Ph.D. University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
Wu comes to ASU from the University of Mississippi’s
Department of Social Work, where she was an assistant
professor. Previously, she was a pre-doctoral fellow
in the North Carolina Center of Excellence in Youth
Violence Prevention. Her research examines protective
factors in youth development and child welfare including
kinship diversion, caregivers and the impacts of welfare
participation. She’s an assistant professor in the School of
Social Work.
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Shiyou Wu

Ph.D. University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

Wu is an assistant professor in the School of Social Work.
His research focuses on health behavior across the life
course and the health outcomes of welfare programs in the
U.S. and China. His research interests include how assetbased interventions can be used to improve the social and
economic well-being of low-income families in developing
countries. He also earned an M.S.W. from Hong Kong
Polytechnic University and Peking University, China.

School of
Sustainability
Nathan Parker

Ph.D. University of California-Davis

Parker is an assistant professor in the School of
Sustainability. He develops simulation models to shed light
on the economic viability and environmental implications
of alternative transportation fuels in the U.S. His work
is interdisciplinary, combining aspects of engineering,
economics and geography. In addition, his work analyzes
policies aimed at catalyzing transitions to renewable energy.
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Thunderbird School of
Global Management
Wendy Bailey

Ph.D. University of Pittsburgh

Bailey joins ASU as an associate professor of accounting.
Her research focuses on judgment and decision
making especially as it relates to managerial ethics and
sustainability, accounting standard setting and public policy,
and subjective performance evaluation and incentive
systems. She teaches courses in financial accounting,
managerial accounting and ethics at the undergraduate,
graduate and executive levels. She received her M.B.A at
the University of Colorado, B.S. and B.A. at Washington
University St. Louis.
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ASU is a comprehensive
public research university,
measured not by whom
it excludes, but by whom
it includes and how
they succeed; advancing
research and discovery
of public value; and assuming
fundamental responsibility
for the economic, social,
cultural and overall health of
the communities it serves.
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