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1. Overview 

A. Provide a brief description of the new certificate.   
This certificate is designed to engage students in the studies of global and domestic environments, whether they be in 
governance organizations, nonprofit agencies or private enterprises that involve an understanding of issues related to the 
intersection of politics and the economy.   
 
The certificate includes courses in political science, economics and other academic areas that relate to politics and the 
economy.   Students majoring in any subject at the university may be awarded the certificate upon completion of 15 credits 
(12 credits must be upper-division and nine of these upper-division credits must be taken from the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences). 
 

 
B. This proposed certificate (check one): 

  Is cross disciplinary; or 

  Is certified by a professional or accredited organization/governmental agency; or, 

  Clearly leads to advanced specialization in a field; or, 

  Is granted to a program that does not currently have a major. 

C. Why should this be a certificate rather than a concentration or a minor?  
ASU has recently approved a Politics and the Economy concentration which is affiliated with the BS degree in Economics 
(offered via CLAS).  ASU already has minors in Economics and Political Science.  A minor is usually comprised of 
courses in one discipline whereas a certificate is an academic program that may combine courses from many disciplines to 
focus on a topic.  The Political Economy certificate examines the intersection between economics and politics. Thus we 
have developed this certificate to provide students the opportunity to take courses in both political science and economics 
as well as in related disciplines which focus on salient issues related to the intersection of the disciplines of politics and 
economics.  
 

D. Affiliation 
If the certificate program is affiliated with a degree program, include a brief statement of how it will complement the 
program. If it is not affiliated with a degree program, incorporate a statement as to how it will provide an opportunity for a 
student to gain knowledge or skills not already available at ASU. 
 
The Political Economy certificate will serve our undergraduate students who plan to pursue career interests in politics, 
economics and public policy.  The curriculum will provide students the opportunity to establish a baseline knowledge of 
politics, government, political and economic theory as it relates to political issues and to the economy in general.    
 
ASU has recently approved both a BS in Politics and the Economy and a concentration in Politics and the Economy that is 
associated with the BS in Economics (CLAS).  Students pursuing these academic programs will need to have a significant 
preparation in calculus and advanced economics.  The certificate provides students an option to complete courses that focus 
on the juncture of politics and economics without the added necessity for knowledge of advanced mathematical and 
economic concepts.      
 

E. Demand 
Explain the need for the new certificate (e.g., market demand, interdisciplinary considerations).   
ASU has a new Center for the Study of Economic Liberty that is hiring political scientists and economists to offer 
advanced study of the juncture between politics and economics.  Along with the newly approved BS in Politics and the 
Economy and the concentration in Politics and the Economy, the Center is creating demand for more undergraduate 
curriculum related to these subjects.  The Political Economy certificate will help fill this interdisciplinary demand.  
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F. Projected enrollment 
What are enrollment projections for the first three years?  
 

 1st Year 

 

2nd Year 

(Yr. 1 continuing + new entering) 

3rd Year 

(Yr. 1 & 2 continuing + 
new entering) 

Number of Students 

 (Headcount) 
15 25 75 

 
 

2. Support and Impact 

A. Faculty governance 
Provide a supporting letter from the chair of the academic unit verifying that the proposed certificate has received faculty 
approval through appropriate governance procedures in the unit and that the unit has the resources to support the certificate 
as presented in the proposal, without impacting core program resources.  

See letter provided by Dr. Cameron Thies, Director, School of Politics and Global Studies attached. 
 

B. Other related programs 
Identify other related ASU programs and outline how the new certificate will complement these existing ASU programs. 
(If applicable, statements of support from potentially-affected academic unit administrators need to be included with this 
proposal submission.)  
 
We have sought and have received input from Geography and Urban Planning, Public Affairs, Justice Studies, Future of 
Innovation in Society, and Economics.  
 
 

C. Letter(s) of support 
Provide a supporting letter from each college/school dean from which individual courses are taken.  
 
See letters of support provided by the School of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning the School of Social   
Transformation, and The School of Public Affairs.
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3. Academic Curriculum and Requirements 
A. Knowledge, competencies, and skills 

List the knowledge, competencies, and skills (learning outcomes) students should have when they complete this proposed 
certificate.  Examples of program learning outcomes can be found at (http://www.asu.edu/oue/assessment.html).  

Knowledge: 

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to explain the intersection of politics and the economy 
nationally and globally. 

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to discuss how other academic areas such as geography, 
justice studies, public affairs, and urban planning relate to the juncture of politics and the economy. 

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to discuss how politics and the economy interface in global 
and domestic environments. 

Competencies: 

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to identify where politics and the economy cross for national 
and global social needs.  

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to describe the linkages of politics and the economy. 

Students with a certificate in Political Economy will be able to analyze the points of intersection of politics and the 
economy. 

Skills: 

Students with the certificate in Political Economy will demonstrate proficiency in critical thinking skills in politics and 
economics at the national and global levels. 

Students with the certificate in Political Economy will demonstrate proficiency in communication skills and be conversant 
with contemporary topics in politics and the economy. 

Students with the certificate in Political Economy will demonstrate proficiency in a cross disciplinary knowledge of 
politics and the economy.      

B. Admissions criteria 
List the admissions criteria for the proposed certificate. If they are identical to the admission criteria for the existing major 
and degree program under which this certificate will be established, please note that here.  

None 

C. Curricular structure  
Provide the curricular structure for this certificate. Be specific in listing required courses and specify the total minimum 
number of hours required for the certificate. 

Required certificate  courses  
 
Part One: Economics Foundation (Choose one) 

Prefix Number Title Is this a new Course? Credit Hours 

              (Select one)       

ECN 211 Macroeconomic Principles No 3 

ECN 212 Microeconomic Principles No 3 

         Part Two: Politics Foundation (Choose one) 

POS 300 Contemporary Global Controversies No 3 

POS 310 American National Government No 3 
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POS 350 Comparative Politics No 3 

       Part Three: Political Economics and the World (Choose two) 

ECN  306 Survey of International Economics No 3 

ECN 335 South Asia and the World Economy No 3 

ECN 360 Economic Development No 3 

POS  465 International Organization and Law No 3 

POS  485  Political Economy No 3 

POS 486 International Political Economy No 3 

Section sub-total: 12 

Elective certificate courses 
Part Four: Related Electives (Choose one) 

Prefix Number Title Is this a new Course? Credit Hours 
GCU  350  The Geography of World Crises  No 3 

JUS    405 Inequality, Economy and Justice No 3 

PAF 340  Contemporary Policy Challenges No 3 

PAF 470 Topics in Public Economics and Financial Management No 3 

POS 325 Public Policy Development No 3 

POS 356  European Union No 3 

POS  367 World Politics and Global Inequalities No 3 

SGS/JUS 325 Globalization and Socio-Economic Justice No 3 

SGS 350 Economic Development and Globalization No 3 

URB 300 Urban and Metropolitan Studies No 3 

URB 302  Urban Theory No 3 

                     

                     

   Section sub-total: 3  
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Other certificate requirements  
E.g. – Capstone experience, internship, clinical requirements, field studies, foreign language skills as applicable  

Credit Hours 

None 0 

            

            

            

Section sub-total:       

Total minimum credit hours required for certificate 15 
D. Minimum residency requirement 

How many hours of the certificate must be ASU credit? 
Nine upper-division hours offered by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences are required for the certificate. 

E. New Courses 
Provide a brief course description for each new course.  
None 

Note: All new required courses should be submitted in Curriculum Changemaker and ready for Provost’s Office approval 
before this certificate is put on Curriculum and Academic Programs Committee (CAPC) agenda.  
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4. Administration and Resources 

A. Administration 
How will the proposed certificate be administered (including admissions, student advisement, retention, etc.)? 
All aspects of admission, advisement and retention strategies related to success of the Political Economy certificate will be 
administered by the School of Politics and Global Studies' staff and academic advisement team.   

B. Resources 
What are the resource implications for the proposed certificate, including any projected budget needs? Will new books, 
library holdings, equipment, laboratory space and/or personnel be required now or in the future? If multiple units/programs 
will collaborate in offering this certificate please discuss the resource contribution of each participating program. Letters of 
support must be included from all academic units that will commit resources to this certificate.  

No additional resources are required to implement this certificate.  

C. Primary Faculty 
List the primary faculty participants regarding this proposed certificate. For interdisciplinary certificates, please include the 
relevant names of faculty members from across the University. 

Name  Title  Area(s) of Specialization as they 
relate to proposed certificate 

Cameron Thies  Director, School of Politics and 
Global Studies 

 International Political Economy 

Richard Herrera  Associate Director  American Politics 

Okechukwu Iheduru  Professor  Economic Development, International 
Relations 

Miki Kittilson  Professor  Comparative Government 

Kacey Douglas  Clinical Assistant Professor  International Economics 

                    
 

5. Additional Materials 

A. Complete and attach the Appendix document. 
B. Provide one or more model programs of study (if appropriate). 

C. Attach other information that will be useful to the review committees and the Office of the Provost. 
 

 
PROVOST OFFICE APPROVAL(S) 

This proposal has been approved by all necessary Provost office levels of review. I recommend implementation of the 
proposed organizational change.  

Office of the University Provost       

Signature  Date:   /  /20    

Note: An electronic signature, email, or a PDF of the signed signature page is acceptable. 
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APPENDIX 

OPERATIONAL INFORMATION FOR UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES  

(This information is used to populate the Degree Search/catalog website.  

Please consider the student audience in creating your text.) 

A. Proposed Certificate Name: 
Political Economy 

B. Description (150 words maximum) 
This certificate program is designed to engage students in the studies of global and domestic environments, whether 
those environments are governance organizations, nonprofits agencies or private enterprises, through an understanding 
of issues related to the intersection of politics and the economy. 

C. Contact and Support Information  
Building Name, code and room number: (Search ASU map) COOR 6797 
Program office telephone number: (i.e. 480/965-2100) 480/965-8563 
Program Email Address: spgs@asu.edu 
Program Website Address: https://pgs.clas.asu.edu 

D. Program Requirements: Provide applicable information regarding the program such as curricular restrictions or 
requirements, specific course lists, or academic retention requirements.  
 
The certificate includes courses in political science, economics and other academic areas that relate to politics and the 
economy. Students majoring in any subject at the university may be awarded the certificate upon completion of the 
following: 15 credit hours (12 credit hours must be upper division and nine of these upper-division credits must be taken 
from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences): 
 
Part One: Economics Foundation (3 credit hours): 
ECN 211 Macroeconomic Principles, SB (3) 
ECN 212 Microeconomic Principles, SB (3) 
 
Part Two:  Politics Foundation (3 credit hours): 
POS 300 Contemporary Global Controversies, SB, G (3) 
POS 310 American National Government, SB (3) 
POS 350 Comparative Politics, SB, G (3) 
  
Part Three:  Political Economics and the World (6 credit hours): 
ECN 306 Survey of International Economics, SB, G (3) 
ECN 335 South Asia and the World Economy, SB, G (3) 
ECN 360 Economic Development, SB, G (3) 
POS 465 International Organization and Law, SB, G (3) 
POS 485 Political Economy, SB (3) 
POS 486 International Political Economy, SB, G (3) 
  
Part Four:  Related Electives (3 credit hours): 
GCU 350 The Geography of World Crises, SB, G (3) 
JUS 405 Inequality, Economy and Justice, (L or SB), G (3) 
PAF 340 Contemporary Policy Challenges (3) 
PAF 470 Topics in Public Economics and Financial Management (3)   
POS 325 Public Policy Development, SB (3) 
POS 356 European Union, SB, G (3) 
POS 367 World Politics and Global Inequalities, G (3) 
SGS/JUS 325 Globalization and Socio-Economic Justice, SB, G (3) 
SGS 350 Economic Development and Globalization (3) 
URB 300 Urban and Metropolitan Studies (3) 
URB 302 Urban Theory (3) 
 
Only courses in which students have a grade of "C" (2.00) or higher apply toward the certificate.  
 
Depending on a student's undergraduate program of study, prerequisite courses may be needed in order to 
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complete the requirements of this certificate. 
E. Additional Admission Requirements If applicable list any admission requirements (freshman and/or transfer) that are 

higher than and/or in addition to the university minimum undergraduate admission requirements.) 
 
           Applicants must be admitted to an undergraduate degree program at ASU or already have a bachelor’s degree from ASU or 

another institution in order to enroll in the certificate.  
   
 

F. Delivery/Campus Information Delivery: On-campus only (ground courses and/or iCourses) 

Note: Once students elect a campus or On-line option, students will not be able to move back and forth between the on-
campus and the ASU Online options. Approval from the Office of the Provost and Philip Regier (Executive Vice Provost and 
Dean) is required to offer programs through ASU Online. 
 

G. Campus/Locations:  
Indicate all locations where this program will be offered. 

 Downtown 
Phoenix 

 Polytechnic  Tempe  Thunderbird  West Other:       

 
 

 



















From: Paul Carrese
To: Paul LePore
Cc: Patrick Kenney; Jenny Smith
Subject: RE: Proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political Economy
Date: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 3:45:10 PM

Hello Paul,
 
I apologize, I’ve been in meetings almost all day – packing them in, back to back, whenever I
parachute into Tempe.
 
If you need a statement from the SCETL Director:  yes, I support the concept and structure of the
proposed Certificate in Political Economy. 
 
Not for now, but for later revision, perhaps: I might discuss with Rick and Cameron adding one of the
SCETL courses to the list of “Related Electives” in Part Four of the Curriculum; but I don’t want to be
any kind of delay or roadblock, now or later, in letting this Certificate be reviewed.  And, it makes
sense to hold off until that course has a permanent number.  Right now it uses the “special topics”
code, as with all of the SCETL courses in the first-ever set of four that we are offering this fall. It’s
now “CEL 394. Leadership 303: Capitalism and Great Economic Debates.”  The full course description
would suggest how it fits with this Certificate.
 
With best regards,
 
Paul
 
Paul Carrese
Director and Professor
School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership
Arizona State University
pcarrese@asu.edu
School website: https://scetl.asu.edu/
 
 
 

From: Paul LePore 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 9:38 AM
To: Paul LePore <Paul.Lepore@asu.edu>; Paul Carrese <Paul.Carrese@asu.edu>
Cc: Patrick Kenney <pkenney@asu.edu>; Jenny Smith <jenny.smith@asu.edu>
Subject: FW: Proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political Economy
 
Paul,

Would you be willing to take a look (quick if you could) at the certificate coming out of Political
Science and Economics?  What we need to keep the bureaucracy moving is an email statement by
you, sent to me, indicating that you support the new certificate.

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=8D04C7F2B83B40698FDCB83E74696FDC-PCARRESE_E7
mailto:Paul.Lepore@asu.edu
mailto:pkenney@asu.edu
mailto:jenny.smith@asu.edu
mailto:pcarrese@asu.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__scetl.asu.edu_&d=DwMFAg&c=AGbYxfJbXK67KfXyGqyv2Ejiz41FqQuZFk4A-1IxfAU&r=wVkEVyhS_DRwsO2YaL5z9GnLAN3gM9jq3eTPZxe4jGLkVeL16aeimbgvahS6Uzla&m=roUI6h0V3IoTfg5AyvLRlBfhVCYgdFuunsX4EJkvuzs&s=PcyvvO6vSrhHXyIAVNZWE5o2-b91Y19Og5ScmCEQBvk&e=


 
Sorry for the short turn around, the Provost’s Office has been quite meticulous in its review of our
new degree plans.
 
Certainly if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to raise those as well.

PL
 
PAUL C. LEPORE, Ph.D.
Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Foundation Building, Suite 110
Arizona State University | P.O. Box 876605 | Tempe, Arizona 85287-6605
480.965.6506 | Fax: 480.965.2110 | e-mail: paul.lepore@asu.edu 

ASU College of Liberal Arts and Sciences — Transforming learning, discovery and lives
 

From: Paul LePore 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 9:33 AM
To: Richard Herrera <Richard.Herrera@asu.edu>; Cameron Thies <CAMERON.THIES@asu.edu>
Cc: Jenny Smith <jenny.smith@asu.edu>; Paul LePore <Paul.Lepore@asu.edu>
Subject: FW: Proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political Economy
 
Rick/Cameron,

Can you ask Economics to send a brief email that indicates their support for this program?  Please
append that to the materials you’ve already sent.
 
I will ask Paul Carrese in the School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership for a similar
email.

PL
 
PAUL C. LEPORE, Ph.D.
Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Foundation Building, Suite 110
Arizona State University | P.O. Box 876605 | Tempe, Arizona 85287-6605
480.965.6506 | Fax: 480.965.2110 | e-mail: paul.lepore@asu.edu 
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From: Curriculum Planning 
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 9:26 AM
To: Paul LePore <Paul.Lepore@asu.edu>; curriculumplanning@asu.edu
Cc: Jenny Smith <jenny.smith@asu.edu>; Paul LePore <Paul.Lepore@asu.edu>
Subject: RE: Proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political Economy
 
Dear Paul,
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Attached please find provost office review comments regarding the certificate in political economy.
Regarding the effective term, the final Senate deadline for the 2016-2017 academic year is
tomorrow.  Since this requires two readings, we could pursue a spring 2018 effective term for this
certificate or fall 2018 if you’d like some time to generate enrollment. 
 
We would like to recommend an impact statement from the Economics Department, and wondered
whether it would be appropriate to also include a statement from the School of Civic and Economic
Thought and Leadership?  Since the school has not developed curriculum yet, I’m not sure that it’s
an issue, but it may help reduce any questions about the relationship between this certificate and
the school.
 
Thank you!
 
Katie Jensen
Assistant Director, Curriculum Development
Office of the University Provost
Arizona State University
Phone:  (480) 727-8634
Katherine.Jensen@asu.edu
 

From: Paul LePore [mailto:Paul.Lepore@asu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 2:21 PM
To: curriculumplanning@asu.edu
Cc: Jenny Smith; Paul LePore
Subject: Proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political Economy
 
Please accept the attached proposal to establish a new undergraduate certificate in Political
Economy.
 
Have a nice weekend!

PL
 
PAUL C. LEPORE, Ph.D.
Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Foundation Building, Suite 110
Arizona State University | P.O. Box 876605 | Tempe, Arizona 85287-6605
480.965.6506 | Fax: 480.965.2110 | e-mail: paul.lepore@asu.edu 

ASU College of Liberal Arts and Sciences — Transforming learning, discovery and lives
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