


 

PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A NEW 
UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

 

 
 

1. Overview 

A. Provide a brief description of the new certificate.   
Interdisciplinary Health Humanities integrates humanistic perspectives into analyses of health and medicine to address 
challenges in health policy and health care practice, and to advance understandings of the cultural formations of health, 
illness, and the body. It includes courses in areas such as history of medicine, bioethics, disability studies, socio-cultural 
determinants of health, and narrative medicine—a field that includes critical analyses of narrative representations of health 
and illness, as well as training in narrative competency for health care professionals. Through coursework and an internship 
or applied project, students with this certificate will be trained to see how the humanities promote health and wellbeing--for 
health professionals, patients and communities--and they will gain critical structural awareness of how health and health 
care are culturally determined and situated. The certificate is for humanities majors seeking coursework on the complex, 
transdisciplinary challenges of health, as well as those in other majors who are interested in careers in the health 
professions, especially as medical schools and other health professional programs increase their emphases on empathy, 
mindfulness, resilience, narrative competency, wellbeing, and ethical and compassionate research and care.  

 
B. This proposed certificate (check one): 

  Is cross disciplinary; or 

  Is certified by a professional or accredited organization/governmental agency; or, 

  Clearly leads to advanced specialization in a field; or, 

  Is granted to a program that does not currently have a major. 

C. Why should this be a certificate rather than a concentration or a minor?  
The certificate better reflects the cross-disciplinary nature of the field of health humanities, and it will allow for a broader 
cross-section of students. 
 

D. Affiliation 
If the certificate program is affiliated with a degree program, include a brief statement of how it will complement the 
program. If it is not affiliated with a degree program, incorporate a statement as to how it will provide an opportunity for a 
student to gain knowledge or skills not already available at ASU. 
This certificate will contribute to the development of thematic/cross-disciplinary focal areas of study for the English major 
as well as creating an interdisciplinary program that provides training in interdisciplinary areas of study that have not been 
available to ASU students interested in careers in the medical professions. 
 

E. Demand 
Explain the need for the new certificate (e.g., market demand, interdisciplinary considerations).   
There are two locations of demand for this certificate within ASU: 1) The certificate will appeal to humanities majors who 
are interested in approaching questions of health. Electives courses will be taught by faculty from across the university, and 
will introduce students to some of the major trends and areas of debate in this growing interdisciplinary field. 2) The 
certificate will appeal to students working on areas beyond the humanities and potentially outside of CLAS who are 
planning a career in medicine and taking the MCAT or other professional accreditations that require attention to the social 
determinants of medicine. This area has recently received greater emphasis in the structure of the MCAT, and medical 
schools are incorporating more course work into this area. This certificate will make students in various non-humanities 
majors (in the biosciences, business, education, etc.) more competitive for jobs in the health care industry.  
 

F. Projected enrollment 
What are enrollment projections for the first three years?  
 

 1st Year 

 

2nd Year 

(Yr. 1 continuing + new entering) 

3rd Year 

(Yr. 1 & 2 continuing + 
new entering) 

Number of Students 

 (Headcount) 
20  30 45 
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2. Support and Impact 

A. Faculty governance 
Provide a supporting letter from the chair of the academic unit verifying that the proposed certificate has received faculty 
approval through appropriate governance procedures in the unit and that the unit has the resources to support the certificate 
as presented in the proposal, without impacting core program resources.  

Department of English (see attached) 
New College of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences (see attached) 
 

B. Other related programs 
Identify other related ASU programs and outline how the new certificate will complement these existing ASU programs. 
(If applicable, statements of support from potentially-affected academic unit administrators need to be included with this 
proposal submission.)  
School for the Science of Health Care Delivery (see attached) 
School for the Future of Innovation in Society (see attached) 
College of Integrative Sciences and Arts (see attached) 
College of Nursing & Health Innovation (see attached) 
 
Elective courses from related disciplines will enrich the humanities focus students bring to their studies in the certificate.  
 

C. Letter(s) of support 
Provide a supporting letter from each college/school dean from which individual courses are taken.  
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3. Academic Curriculum and Requirements 
A. Knowledge, competencies, and skills 

List the knowledge, competencies, and skills (learning outcomes) students should have when they complete this proposed 
certificate.  Examples of program learning outcomes can be found at (http://www.asu.edu/oue/assessment.html).  

Upon completion of the Certificate in Interdisciplinary Health Humanities, students will be able to: 

1) identify and assess central cultural and ethical debates surrounding health and healthcare 

2) evaluate structural and cultural influences on health and healthcare 

3) assess current and future trends in healthcare, their histories, and their reflection of the politics and ethics of health 

4) recognize the social determinants of medicine, questions of equity and social justice, and the causes of healthcare 
disparities 

5) apply the cultural and structural competencies indicated above to their work as healthcare providers, health researchers, 
health policy advocates, or community stakeholders. 

 

B. Assessment 
              Describe the plan and methods to assess whether students have achieved the knowledge, competencies and skills identified in        

the Learning Outcomes. (You can find examples of assessment methods at (https://uoeee.asu.edu/assessment) 

Outcome 1: Graduates from the Interdisciplinary Health Humanities Certificate will be able to apply critical reading, writing 
and thinking skills to analyze cultural and ethical debates in health and health care and produce clear, well-reasoned 
articulations of and arguments about today’s challenges and possible future directions for their resolution.  

• In ENG 203 Introduction to Health Humanities, an argumentative paper will present a reasoned response to a current 
cultural or ethical debate or challenge in health or healthcare. Papers will be evaluated on the basis of students’ 
success in applying readings and class discussion to clearly state and effectively support their positions. 

• A portfolio of written assignments from three elective courses will be evaluated based on rubrics designed to 
measure students’ ability to analyze historical and current trends in healthcare and clearly articulate their relation to 
the evolving politics and ethics of health and healthcare in today’s world. 
 

Outcome 2: Students will be able to  

• In either ENG 484 Internship: Interdisciplinary Health Humanities or ENG 499 Individualized Instruction, students 
will apply the cultural and structural competencies acquired through completion of the course work for the 
certificate program to an internship or a directed research project. Reports provided by a site or faculty internship 
supervisor or the work product of a research project will be evaluated using a faculty-developed rubric to measure 
student translation of course readings in challenges and ethical issues to immediate contemporary issues and 
problems. 

• On graduating student exit survey, a majority of students will report “very much” or “quite a bit” on questions 
relating to preparation for jobs in the field and acquiring job or work-related knowledge and skills.  

   
C. Admissions criteria 

List the admissions criteria for the proposed certificate. If they are identical to the admission criteria for the existing major 
and degree program under which this certificate will be established, please note that here.  

Admission criteria will be the same as for the B.A. in English. 

D. Curricular structure  
Provide the curricular structure for this certificate. Be specific in listing required courses and specify the total minimum 
number of hours required for the certificate. 

Required certificate  courses  

Prefix Number Title Is this a new Course? Credit Hours 

ENG 203 Introduction to Health Humanities Yes 3 

Section sub-total: 3 

https://uoeee.asu.edu/assessment
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Elective certificate courses 

Prefix Number Title Is this a new Course? Credit Hours 

AFR 380 Health Issues in the African American Community No 3 

AFR 383 Blacks in Science, Medicine and Public Health No 3 

ASB 301  Global History of Health No 3 

ASB/SOC 353 Death and Dying in Cross-Cultural Perspective No 3 

ASB 355 Traditional Medicine and Healing No 3 

BIO 
312/IAS 
340/PHI 
320 

Bioethics No 3 

BIO 
315/ENG 
370 

Science, Values, and the Public No 3 

CHI 335 History of Chinese Medicine No 3 

ENG 469 Science and Literature No 3 

FIS 498 Pro-Seminar Topic: Stem Cell Policy Research No 3 

HCI 

HPS/PHI 

313 

314 

Philosophy of Science in Health Care: Understanding 
Paradigms of Health and Healing 

Philosophy of Science 

No 

No 

3 

3 

HPS 
331/BIO 
318 

History of Medicine No 3 

IAS/FOR/PHI 406 Moral Dilemmas No 3 

LSC 363 Genes, Race, Gender, and Society No 3 

MED 300 Historical and Contemporary Issues in Health No 3 

PHI 306 Applied Ethics No 3 

REL 381 Religion and Moral Issues No 3 

SOC 400 Perspectives on Aging No 3 

SOC 448 Epidemics and Society No 3 

TCL 323 Latino Health Issues No 4 

TCL 410 Race, Medicine, and the Body No 3 

WST/ASB/SSH 305 Poverty and Global Health No 3 

WST 444 Gender, Health, and Bodies No 3 

     

Section sub-total: 9 
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Other certificate requirements  
E.g. – Capstone experience, internship, clinical requirements, field studies, foreign language skills as applicable  

Credit Hours 

ENG 484: Topic: Interdisciplinary  Health Humanities OR ENG 499: Individualized Instruction 3 

Section sub-total: 3 

Total minimum credit hours required for certificate 15 
E. Minimum residency requirement 

How many hours of the certificate must be ASU credit? 
9  

F. New Courses 
Provide a brief course description for each new course.  

ENG 203: Introduction to Health Humanities (3) 
This course offers an introduction to the field of health humanities (sometimes called medical humanities). Through 
readings in cultural studies of literature and other media, history of medicine, bioethics, disability studies, cross-cultural 
and global health, and related scholarly areas, the course will introduce students to some of the fundamental challenges and 
debates in this growing interdisciplinary field. It will also address questions of medical professional ethics and teach 
structural awareness of the socio-cultural aspects of health and health care. 
 

Note: All new required courses should be submitted in Curriculum Changemaker and ready for Provost’s Office approval 
before this certificate is put on Curriculum and Academic Programs Committee (CAPC) agenda.  
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4. Administration and Resources 

A. Administration 
How will the proposed certificate be administered (including admissions, student advisement, retention, etc.)? 
The certificate will use existing resources in English undergraduate advising and internship coordination, and will be 
overseen by the certificate coordinator. 

B. Resources 
What are the resource implications for the proposed certificate, including any projected budget needs? Will new books, 
library holdings, equipment, laboratory space and/or personnel be required now or in the future? If multiple units/programs 
will collaborate in offering this certificate please discuss the resource contribution of each participating program. Letters of 
support must be included from all academic units that will commit resources to this certificate.  

No additional resources will be required for the implementation of the certificate. If it grows, additional administrative and 
teaching staff may be required. 

C. Primary Faculty 
List the primary faculty participants regarding this proposed certificate. For interdisciplinary certificates, please include the 
relevant names of faculty members from across the University. 

Name  Title  Area(s) of Specialization as they 
relate to proposed certificate 

Cora Fox  Associate Professor of English  narrative medicine; history of 
emotions, wellbeing and resilience; 
health humanities 

Ben Hurlbut  Assistant Professor of Life 
Sciences 

 history of medicine; bioethics; 
biomedical politics and law 

Mark Lussier  Professor of English  narrative medicine; mindfulness 
studies 

Miriam Mara  Associate Professor of Humanities, 
Arts, and Cultural Studies 

 medical rhetoric 

                    

                    
 

5. Additional Materials 

A. Complete and attach the Appendix document. 
B. Provide one or more model programs of study (if appropriate). 

C. Attach other information that will be useful to the review committees and the Office of the Provost. 
               See attached addendum.  
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APPENDIX 

OPERATIONAL INFORMATION FOR UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES  

(This information is used to populate the Degree Search/catalog website.  

Please consider the student audience in creating your text.) 

A. Proposed Certificate Name: Interdisciplinary Health Humanities 
 
B. Description (150 words maximum) 

The certificate program in interdisciplinary health humanities brings humanities methodologies to analyses of health 
and medicine in order to address challenges in health policy and health care practice, and to advance understandings of 
the cultural formations of health, illness and the body. The curriculum includes courses in areas such as history of 
medicine, bioethics, disability studies, socio-cultural aspects of health, and narrative medicine, including critical 
analyses of representations of health and illness in literature and other media, as well as training in narrative and 
structural competency for health care professionals. An internship or applied project also offers experiential or project-
based learning in this field. 

 
 
C. Marketing Text (optional; 50 words maximum) 

Note: Marketing text may not duplicate content of the program description. 
       This certificate is for humanities majors as well as those in other majors interested in health profession careers who are 

seeking coursework on the complex, transdisciplinary challenges of health, especially as medical schools and other 
health professional programs increase their emphases on empathy, mindfulness, resilience, narrative competency, 
wellbeing, and ethical and compassionate research and care. 
 
 

D. Contact and Support Information  
Building Name, code and room number: (Search ASU map) LL 542 
Program office telephone number: (i.e. 480/965-2100) 480/965-3168 
Program Email Address: englishadvising@asu.edu 
Program Website Address: https://english.clas.asu.edu 

E. Program Requirements: Provide applicable information regarding the program such as curricular restrictions or 
requirements, specific course lists, or academic retention requirements.  

 

Required Courses: (6 credits) 
ENG 203 Introduction to Health Humanities (3)* 
ENG 484 Topic: Interdisciplinary Health Humanities (3) OR ENG 499 Individualized Instruction (3) 
 
* available on the Tempe and West campuses 
Elective Courses: (9 credits) 
AFR 380 Health Issues in the African American Community (3) 
AFR 383 Blacks in Science, Medicine and Public Health (3) 
ASB 301 Global History of Health, SB & G & H (3) 
ASB/SOC 353 Death and Dying in Cross-Cultural Perspective, HU or SB & G (3) 
ASB 355 Traditional Medicine and Healing, HU or SB (3) 
BIO 312/IAS 340/PHI 320 Bioethics, HU (3) 
BIO 315/ENG 370 Science, Values, and the Public (3) 
CHI 335 History of Chinese Medicine, HU & H & G (3) 
ENG 469 Science and Literature, L or HU (3) 
FIS 498 Topic: Stem Cell Policy Research (3) 
HCI 313 Philosophy of Science in Health Care: Understanding Paradigms of Health and Healing (3) 
HPS/PHI 314 Philosophy of Science, HU (3) 
HPS 331/BIO 318 History of Medicine, HU &H (3) 
IAS/FOR/PHI 406 Moral Dilemmas, L or HU (3) 
LSC 363 Genes, Race, Gender, and Society, L (3) 
MED 300 Historical and Contemporary Issues in Health, L (3) 
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PHI 306 Applied Ethics, HU (3) 
REL 381 Religion and Moral Issues, L or HU (3) 
SOC 400 Perspectives on Aging, SB (3) 
SOC 448 Epidemics and Society, SB & G (3) 
TCL 323 Latino Health Issues, SB & C (4) 
TCL 410 Race, Medicine, and the Body, L (3) 
WST/ASB/SSH 305 Poverty and Global Health, L or SB & G (3) 
WST 444 Gender, Health, and Bodies, SB (3) 
 
NOTES: 
• A minimum of 12 upper-division credit hours is required, with at least nine of these taken in classes offered by 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences for students on the Tempe campus or the School of Humanities, Arts and Cultural 
Studies in the New College of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences on the West campus. 
• Additional courses may be approved by the certificate coordinator. 
• A grade of “C” or higher is required in all courses taken for the certificate. 
•  Some elective courses may be available only on the Tempe campus or the West campus. 
 
Depending on a student's undergraduate program of study, prerequisite courses may be needed in order to complete the 
requirements of this certificate. 
 

F. Additional Admission Requirements If applicable list any admission requirements (freshman and/or transfer) that are 
higher than and/or in addition to the university minimum undergraduate admission requirements.) 

 
A student pursuing an undergraduate certificate must be enrolled as a degree-seeking student at ASU. Undergraduate 
certificates are not awarded prior to the award of an undergraduate degree. A student already holding an undergraduate 
degree may pursue an undergraduate certificate as a nondegree-seeking graduate student.        

G. Delivery/Campus Information Delivery: On-campus only (ground courses and/or iCourses) 

Note: Once students elect a campus or On-line option, students will not be able to move back and forth between the on-
campus and the ASU Online options. Approval from the Office of the Provost and Philip Regier (Executive Vice Provost and 
Dean) is required to offer programs through ASU Online. 
 

H. Campus/Locations:  
Indicate all locations where this program will be offered. 

 Downtown 
Phoenix 

 Polytechnic  Tempe  Thunderbird  West Other:       

 
 

 







Addendum: Interdisciplinary Health Humanities Certificate at ASU Rationale 

 

Rationale: 

 

As experiences in global, national and local health promotion have shown, the challenges of securing health and 

wellbeing for all cannot be met unless STEM fields are in dialogue with the humanities and the related liberal 

arts. Conversely, humanities scholarship must acknowledge and respond to developments in the biological 

sciences, technology and medicine with the disciplinary insights and methods we bring to bear to address the 

social and cultural determinants of health and health disparities. A certificate in Interdisciplinary Health 

Humanities addresses health as a grand social challenge—one characterized by its multidisciplinary complexity--

and leverages ASU’s strength as an insitution where interdisciplinarity is encouraged and supported. It takes 

advantage of excellent faculty and curricular resources--in the humanities units in CLAS, the School for the 

Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies on the West campus, the School for the Science of Healthcare Delivery, 

and the School for the Future of Innovation in Society--to train CLAS humanities students alongside students 

from other areas of the university to collaboratively address health and healthcare challenges from the 

perspective of the humanities disciplines. As much as it will address the needs of humanities majors considering 

futures in the health fields, it will also be attractive to students minoring in the humanities alongside a major in a 

STEM field. The development of this certificate will highlight the faculty and programmatic resources that already 

exist at ASU (including the humanities teaching units represented above, but also research centers like the 

Institute for Humanities Research and the Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics) as a crucial part of the growing 

constellation of ASU resources dedicated to promoting health. 

Core Faculty 

 

Cora Fox (IHR, English, Tempe) 

Ben Hurlbut (SOLS, Tempe) 

Mark Lussier (English, Tempe) 

Miriam Mara (New College, West) 

 

Consulting/Liaison Faculty: 

 

Alison Essary (SHCH) 

Gregg Zachary (SFIS) 

Tamara Underiner (Herberger) 

 

Additional CLAS and SHArCS Teaching Faculty in this area: 

 

Marlon Bailey 

Gaymon Bennett 

Jason Bruner 

Patrick Bixby 

Robert Bjork 
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Richard Creath 

Markus Cruse 

Breanne Fahs 

Mary Margaret Funow 

Monica Green 

Steven Hoffman 

Manfred Laubichler 

Jane Maienschein 

Joan McGregor 

Eddie Mallott 

Annika Mann 

Bertha Manninen 

Martin Matustik 

Elsie Moore 

Stephen Pyne 

Jason Robert 

Hava Samuelson 

Seline Szkupinski-Quiroga 

Jacque Wernimont 
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