


Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 
 

SOCIAL-BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES [SB] 
 
 

Rationale and Objectives 
 
Social-behavioral sciences use distinctive scientific methods of inquiry and generate empirical knowledge 
about human behavior, within society and across cultural groups. Courses in this area address the challenge 
of understanding the diverse natures of individuals and cultural groups who live together in a complex and 
evolving world. 
 
In both private and public sectors, people rely on social scientific findings to consider and assess the social 
consequences of both large-scale and group economic, technological, scientific, political, ecological and 
cultural change. Social scientists' observations about human interactions with the broader society and their 
unique perspectives on human events make an important contribution to civic dialogue. 
 
Courses proposed for a General Studies designation in the Social-Behavioral Sciences area must 
demonstrate emphases on: (1) social scientific theories, perspectives and principles, (2) the use of social-
behavioral methods to acquire knowledge about cultural or social events and processes, and (3) the impact 
of social scientific understanding on the world. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 
 

ASU--[SB] CRITERIA 
A SOCIAL-BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES [SB] course should meet all of the following 

criteria.  If not, a rationale for exclusion should be provided. 

YES NO  
Identify 
Documentation 
Submitted 

  1. Course is designed to advance basic understanding and 
knowledge about human interaction. 

syllabus, TOC of 
textbooks 

  

2. Course content emphasizes the study of social behavior such 
as that found in: 

syllabus, TOC  ANTHROPOLOGY 
 ECONOMICS 
 CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY 
 HISTORY 

History 

  

3. Course emphasizes: 
a. the distinct knowledge base of the social and behavioral 

sciences (e.g., sociological anthropological). 
OR 

b. the distinct methods of inquiry of the social and 
behavioral sciences (e.g., ethnography, historical 
analysis). 

syllabus, TOC 

  4. Course illustrates use of social and behavioral science 
perspectives and data. syllabus, TOC 

 

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE EXCLUDED 
FROM THE [SB] AREA EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT 

GIVE SOME CONSIDERATION TO SOCIAL AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE CONCERNS:

 
 

 Courses with primarily arts, humanities, literary or 
philosophical content. 

 Courses with primarily natural or physical science content. 

 Courses with predominantly applied orientation for       
professional skills or training purposes. 

 Courses emphasizing primarily oral, quantitative, or written 
skills. 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Designation 

CHI, HST, 
SLC 

451 Chinese Cultural History I Social & Behavioral 
Science (SB) 

 
 
Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

1: advance 
knowledge of 
human 
interaction 

Analysis of development of diverse 
ancient cultures & societies into unified 
world of Han China   

Syllabus p. 1: course focus on unification of 
cultures & societies of ancient China into 
Han empire in 2nd century BCE. Discusses  
external (SB) and internal (traditional 
Chinese) views of human interaction. 

2. SB in 
History 

Historical analysis used to set texts 
and cases into socio-political 
contexts. 

Syllabus p. 1 & class schedule going  from 
early antiquity into the centralized 
bureaucratic state of the Han. 

3: methods of 
SB analysis 

Historical analysis  is the pricipal focus 
since I am an historian, but my Harvard 
graduate training included sociology 
and government (political science). 

Example of unit on "Ancient Chinese 
Behavioral Science" from Schwartz, ch. 8; 
syllabus, p. 6.  

4: Shows use 
of SB 
perspectives 
& data 

See diverse ways Chinese leaders 
addressed problems & sought 
solutions; comparative decision-
making with other areas of world. 

e.g., Ben Schwartz's book also includes much 
comparative reflections on  anthopology, 
sociology & government in China & 
elsewhere. TOC. Syllabus, p. 1. 

 








































	Cover for CHI 451 renew SB designation (1)
	checklist_SB_2014_2015-1 _1_
	CHI 451 Tillman syllabus for SB
	Schwartz%2c Ancient China TOC
	de Bary Sources of Chinese Tradition vol 1 table of contents
	Hucker China Ames Analects

