


Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 
 

HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] 
 
 

Rationale and Objectives 
 

The humanities disciplines are concerned with questions of human existence and meaning, the nature of 
thinking and knowing, with moral and aesthetic experience. The humanities develop values of all kinds by 
making the human mind more supple, critical, and expansive. They are concerned with the study of the 
textual and artistic traditions of diverse cultures, including traditions in literature, philosophy, religion, 
ethics, history, and aesthetics. In sum, these disciplines explore the range of human thought and its 
application to the past and present human environment. They deepen awareness of the diversity of the 
human heritage and its traditions and histories and they may also promote the application of this knowledge 
to contemporary societies.  

The study of the arts and design, like the humanities, deepens the student’s awareness of the diversity of 
human societies and cultures. The arts have as their primary purpose the creation and study of objects, 
installations, performances and other means of expressing or conveying aesthetic concepts and ideas. 
Design study concerns itself with material objects, images and spaces, their historical development, and 
their significance in society and culture. Disciplines in the arts and design employ modes of thought and 
communication that are often nonverbal, which means that courses in these areas tend to focus on objects, 
images, and structures and/or on the practical techniques and historical development of artistic and design 
traditions. The past and present accomplishments of artists and designers help form the student’s ability to 
perceive aesthetic qualities of art work and design. 

The Humanities, Arts and Design are an important part of the General Studies Program, for they provide an 
opportunity for students to study intellectual and imaginative traditions and to observe and/or learn the 
production of art work and design. The knowledge acquired in courses fulfilling the Humanities, Arts and 
Design requirement may encourage students to investigate their own personal philosophies or beliefs and to 
understand better their own social experience. In sum, the Humanities, Arts and Design core area enables 
students to broaden and deepen their consideration of the variety of human experience. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 
 

ASU - [HU] CRITERIA 
HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] courses must meet either 1, 2 or 3 and at least one of the 

criteria under 4 in such a way as to make the satisfaction of these criteria A CENTRAL AND 
SUBSTANTIAL PORTION of the course content.

YES NO  
Identify 
Documentation 
Submitted 

  
1. Emphasizes the study of values; the development of 

philosophies, religions, ethics or belief systems; and/or 
aesthetic experience. 

 Syllabus & paper 
prompt  & TOC   

  
2. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or creation of written, 

aural, or visual texts; and/or the historical development of 
textual traditions. 

Syllabus & paper 
prompt & TOC 

  
3. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or engagement with 

aesthetic practices; and/or the historical development of 
artistic or design traditions. 

      

  
4. In addition, to qualify for the Humanities, Arts and Design 

designation a course must meet one or more of the following 
requirements: 

 Syllabus & paper 
prompt     

  
a. Concerns the development of human thought, with 

emphasis on the analysis of philosophical and/or 
religious systems of thought. 

Syllabus & paper 
prompt & TOC  

  b. Concerns aesthetic systems and values, especially in 
literature, arts, and design. 

      

  c. Emphasizes aesthetic experience and creative process in 
literature, arts, and design. 

      

  d. Concerns the analysis of literature and the development 
of literary traditions. 

      

 

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE 
EXCLUDED FROM THE [HU] DESIGNATION 
EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT GIVE SOME 

CONSIDERATION TO THE HUMANITIES, ARTS 
AND DESIGN: 

 

 Courses devoted primarily to developing skill in the use of a 
language. 

 Courses devoted primarily to the acquisition of quantitative or 
experimental methods. 

 Courses devoted primarily to teaching skills. 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 
Designation 

 CHI & SLC & 
HST     

451    Chinese Cultural History I   Humanities [HU] 

 
 
Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

 HU-1     Emphasis is the development of 
philosophies, religions, and ethical 
values in Classical China, especially 
though Confucian and Daoist (Taoist) 
Classics, placed in their historical and 
cultural contexts.  
 

 The central focus is the development of Chinese 
thinking about culture with particular emphasis 
on Confucians and Daoists, as well as how they 
inherited and reformulated earlier religious ideas 
to have lasting influence on later Chinese 
philosophy and thinking. Comparisons are made, 
where appropriate, to philosophical and religious 
systems elsewhere.  See especially p. 1 of 
syllabus. TOC    

  HU-2     Interpretation and analysis of written 
texts, particularly the Analects of 
Confucius, and the historical 
development of Confucian and Daoist 
textual traditions.     

 For example, see major paper prompt to see the 
focus on analyzing the Analects of Confucius 
while taking into account major Western 
interpretations of the development of that 
text. Other parts of course analyze other ancient 
Chinese textual traditions; see schedule in 
syllabus, pp. 4-6. TOC   

 HU-4a      Development of Chinese thought, 
espcially Confucian sociopolitical and 
ethical philosophy and Daoist  
spiritual concepts and practices.     

 Despite modern debates about whether 
Confucianism is a religion or a philosophy, the 
course explores the spiritual practice and 
philosophical concepts of Confucianism and 
Daoism in the larger context of changing 
cultural values and sociopolitical institutions 
during the Classical era of ancient China. See 
especially pp. 1-2 of syllabus and paper 
assignment.  TOC   

                  

 
 















HST/CHI/SLC 451 Paper Assignment on the Analects 
Due:  October 16, 2014     HU-4a 
 
Your assignment is to think rigorously about your readings and class discussions; then 
write an essay to develop your thesis statement.  Utilize Schwartz and Ames/Rosemont 
and class discussions as you wrestle toward your own reading of the statements attributed 
to Confucius in these books, as well as in de Bary’s Sources of Chinese Tradition.  There 
is no need to search the library for additional materials.  You are discouraged from 
searching for additional materials, but if you do, read such materials very critically and 
do not rely on them to do your thinking for you.  In any case, pay particular attention to 
the assigned readings – and especially the Analects.  

There are two basic alternatives for topics:   
(1) How did Confucius suggest that one work to build community networks and achieve a 
good society?   
(2) In light of interpretations of Confucius by Schwartz and Ames/Rosemont, as well as 
others discussed in class, set forth you own thesis statement about the message of the 
Analects regarding the significance/meaning of, and the relationship between, two (or 
more) of the major concepts therein.  For example, you might focus on the relationship 
between jen (ren) and li. Use one of the spelling systems as consistently as you can.  

Your essay will be evaluated primarily on the level of mastery or understanding 
that you demonstrate and secondarily on your ability to sustain an argument in your 
essay.  Introduce and set forth your thesis statement in your opening paragraph.  Use 
evidence from the assigned readings to make and elucidate your points in support of your 
thesis.  (It would be wise to consider and counter obvious objections to your thesis.)  
Through developing your points and setting forth your evidence for those points, lead the 
reader to your conclusion.  Since your essay is short (2,000 to 2,500 words), you do not 
have space to waste repeating textbook background information and generalizations.  
(You do need to digest the relevant arguments made by Schwartz, Finagarette, and 
Ames/Rosemont.)   Focus on your thesis statement, points in your line of argument, your 
evidence, and your conclusion.  No particular argument is preferred over other 
arguments, but some thesis statements are closer to the facts and more interesting than 
others.   
 In addition to your 2,000 to 2,500 words of argument, you should have a 
Bibliography and citations.  Bibliography and citations may be in the format of footnotes 
or endnotes—as in the standard set by A Manual of Style compiled and published by the 
University of Chicago Press.  You may also use social science citation format within the 
text:  (author’s surname, page number).  A note citation might be:  (Analects 7:27; tr. 
Schwartz, 86).  If you use in-text citations, your Bibliography should place publication 
date immediately after the author’s name.  For instance,  
Schwartz, Benjamin I. 1986.  The World of Thought in Ancient China.  Cambridge:  

Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 
 

Again, this is not an extensive research project, but rather an opportunity for you 
to demonstrate your level of mastery of the required readings and class discussions.  
Spend time reflecting about the required materials, formulating your thesis statement, and 
developing your line of argument.  Write as clearly and correctly as possible.  
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