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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 
 

LITERACY AND CRITICAL INQUIRY - [L] 
 

 
Rationale and Objectives  
 
Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence—that is, competence in written and oral 
discourse. Critical inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of 
university study may require unique critical skills that have little to do with language in the usual sense 
(words), but the analysis of written and spoken evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus, 
the General Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason 
critically and communicate using the medium of language. 
 
The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inquiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inquiry 
must be sustained beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skill in every student; 
and, second, that the skill levels become more advanced, as well as more secure, as the student learns 
challenging subject matter. Thus, two courses beyond First Year English are required in order for students 
to meet the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement. 
 
Most lower-level [L] courses are devoted primarily to the further development of critical skills in reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, or analysis of discourse. Upper-division [L] courses generally are courses in a 
particular discipline into which writing and critical thinking have been fully integrated as means of learning 
the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned. 
Notes:  
 
1. ENG 101, 107 or ENG 105 must be prerequisites  
2. Honors theses, XXX 493 meet [L] requirements  
3. The list of criteria that must be satisfied for designation as a Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L] course 

is presented on the following page. This list will help you determine whether the current version of 
your course meets all of these requirements. If you decide to apply, please attach a current syllabus, 
or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies 
Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal.  
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 
 

ASU - [L] CRITERIA 
TO QUALIFY FOR [L] DESIGNATION,THE COURSE DESIGN MUST PLACE A MAJOR EMPHASIS 
ON COMPLETING CRITICAL DISCOURSE--AS EVIDENCED BY THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

YES NO  Identify Documentation 
Submitted 

  
CCRRIITTEERRIIOONN    11::    At least 50 percent of the grade in the course should 
depend upon writing assignments (see Criterion 3). Group projects are 
acceptable only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence, and 
prepares a summary report. In-class essay exams may not be used for [L] 
designation. 

CIS440syllabus.pdf, 
individual_assignments.pdf 

1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades--and indicate the proportion of the 
final grade that is determined by each assignment. 

2. Also: 
 
 
 
 
 
        C-1 

  
CCRRIITTEERRIIOONN    22::    The writing assignments should involve gathering, 
interpreting, and evaluating evidence. They should reflect critical inquiry, 
extending beyond opinion and/or reflection. 

individual_assignments.pdf 

1. Please describe the way(s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design. 

2. Also: 
 
 
 
 

 
 C-2 

  

CCRRIITTEERRIIOONN    33::    The syllabus should include a minimum of two writing 
and/or speaking assignments that are substantial in depth, quality, and 
quantity. Substantial writing assignments entail sustained in-depth 
engagement with the material. Examples include research papers, reports, 
articles, essays, or speeches that reflect critical inquiry and evaluation. 
Assignments such as brief reaction papers, opinion pieces, reflections, 
discussion posts, and impromptu presentations are not considered substantial 
writing/speaking assignments. 

CIS440syllabus.pdf, 
individual_assignments.pdf 

1. Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that are included in the  
course requirements 

2. Also: 
 
 
 
 
 
 C-3 

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in 
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that 
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information 
"C-1". 

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in 
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that 
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information 
"C-2". 

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in 
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that 
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information 
"C-3". 
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ASU - [L] CRITERIA 
YES NO  Identify Documentation 

Submitted 

  
CCRRIITTEERRIIOONN    44::    These substantial writing or speaking assignments should 
be arranged so that the students will get timely feedback from the instructor 
on each assignment in time to help them do better on subsequent assignments. 
Intervention at earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed. 

CIS440syllabus.pdf, 
individual_assignments.pdf,
course schedule 

1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or most recent) course 
instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments 

2. Also: 
 
 
 
 
 
 C-4 

 

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in 
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that 
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information 
"C-4". 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 
Designation 

CIS      440 Systems Design & Electronic Commerce L 

 
 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

 
Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit
(contextualize specific 

examples in next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how course 
meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

Criterion 1: At 
least 50 percent 
of the grade in 
the course 
should depend 
on writing 
assignments.      

60% of the course grade depends 
on an individual research project, 
which includes three writing 
assignments: a proposal, 
literature review and problem 
analysis, and a final report on 
empirical research. 

See CIS440syllabus.pdf, page 2 for grade breakdown. 
See individual_assignments.pdf for descriptions of 
writing assignments.  

Criterion 2: 
The writing 
assignments 
should involve 
gathering, 
interpreting, 
and evaluating 
evidence.  They 
should refelct 
critical inquiry, 
extending 
beyond opinion 
and/or 
reflection.      

Philosophically, the course is 
based on an attitude of 
empiricism and abductive 
reasoning consistent with 
information systems design 
science and "the sciences of the 
artificial".  This is particularly 
evident in the design of the group 
project, but the individual 
research project as well is 
required to build on library 
research with empirical 
hypothesis testing. 

See CIS440syllabus.pdf, page 1 for the philosophy of 
the course. 
See individual_assignments.pdf for the expected 
research activities in each of the individual 
assignments. 
See TOC from required readings. 

Criterion 3: 
The syllabus 
should include 
a minimum of 
two writing 
and/or speaking 
assignments 
that are 
substantial in 
depth, quality, 
and 
quantity.      

The individual research project 
has three written milestones, the 
proposal (5% of course grade), 
the literature review and problem 
analysis (20%), and the final term 
paper which is a report of 
empirical research conducted by 
the student (30%).  The latter two 
milestones are substantial in 
depth, quality, and quantity.    

See individual_assignments.pdf for descriptions of the 
writing assignments. 

Criterion 4: 
These 
substantial 
writing or 
speaking 
assignmenst 
should be 
arranged so that 
the students 
will get timely 

Students will receive feedback on 
their theses (at least) twice in the 
semester. First, after submitting a 
proposal, the student will receive 
feedback on likely sources of 
literature and approaches to the 
chosen problem.  After delivering 
and presenting the first major 
milestone, the literature review 
and problem analysis, the student 

See 'CIS440 FALL2015 schedule v1.pdf' for the course 
calendar, which is pretty similar in the spring semester. 
 
Also see individual_assignments.pdf for descriptions 
of the milestones with deadlines.  Note that around the 
time of the second milestone (literature review and 
problem analysis) the students will also give 
presentations in class, another excellent opportunity for 
feedback. 
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feedback from 
the instructor 
on each 
assignment in 
time to help 
them to do 
better on 
subsequent 
assignments.      

can receive feedback from the 
professor and from classmates as 
to possible methods for 
conducting the required empircal 
analysis.  Students can also 
receive feedback on the quality of 
their writing and adequacy of 
their research work, in order to 
better know what is expected in 
the grading of later milestones. 

 



–

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 





and end of the work day, but not necessarily on weekends or at night.  If you think you’ll need urgent 

attend every class. Excessive absences will affect a student’s course grade and/or result in removal 

 

 

From the ASU General Catalog:  “The highest stan

and other sanctions as specified in the academic integrity policies of the individual colleges.”  By law 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 





or “stubs” 



– either “verification” testing to identify bugs, or “validation” testing to (perhaps in a folder called “tests”)

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
















