
 
GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 

 
Course information: 
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

Academic Unit New College Department 
School of Humanities, Arts and Cultural 
Studies 

Subject HST Number 110 Title The United States SInce 1865 Units: 3 

Is this a cross-listed course?  
If yes, please identify course(s) 

No 
      

Is this a shared course? Yes If so, list all academic units offering this course 

New College, 
College of 
Letters & 
Sciences, 
College of 
Liberal Arts & 
Sciences 

Course description:  
 
Growth of the Republic from the Civil War to the present. 
  

Requested designation: Social and Behavioral Sciences–SB                  
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation requested 

Eligibility:  
Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university’s review and approval process.  
For the rules governing approval of omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu or Lauren.Leo@asu.edu.  

Submission deadlines dates are as follow:   

For Fall 2015 Effective Date: October 9, 2014   For Spring 2016 Effective Date: March 19, 2015  
Area(s) proposed course will serve:  
 A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area 
 requirement and more than one awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two 
 core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  With departmental consent, an approved General Studies 
 course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major program of study.  
Checklists for general studies designations: 
 Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 

• Literacy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L) 
• Mathematics core courses (MA) 
• Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses (CS)  
• Humanities, Arts and Design core courses (HU) 
• Social-Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB) 
• Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG)  
• Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C) 
• Global Awareness courses (G)  
• Historical Awareness courses (H)  

A complete proposal should include: 
 Signed General Studies Program Course Proposal Cover Form 
 Criteria Checklist for the area 
 Course Catalog description 
 Course Syllabus 
 Copy of Table of Contents from the textbook and list of required readings/books 

Respectfully request that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one 
PDF. If necessary, a hard copy of the proposal will be accepted. 
Contact information: 

Name John Gilkeson, Jr. Phone 602-543-6069 

Mail code 2151 E-mail: JOHN.GILKESONJR@asu.edu 

Rev. 1/94, 4/95, 7/98, 4/00, 1/02, 10/08, 11/11/ 12/11, 7/12, 5/14 

https://webapp4.asu.edu/catalog/
mailto:Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu
mailto:Lauren.Leo@asu.edu
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_L_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_MA_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_CS_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_HU_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_SB_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_SGSQ_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_C_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/checklist_g_reviewed_April_2014.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_H_2014_2015.docx


Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Louis Mendoza Date: 2/10/15 

Chair/Director (Signature): 

Rev. 1/94, 4/95, 7/98, 4/00, 1/02, 10/08, 11/11/ 12/11, 7/12, 5/14 



Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 
 

SOCIAL-BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES [SB] 
 
 

Rationale and Objectives 
 
Social-behavioral sciences use distinctive scientific methods of inquiry and generate empirical knowledge 
about human behavior, within society and across cultural groups. Courses in this area address the challenge 
of understanding the diverse natures of individuals and cultural groups who live together in a complex and 
evolving world. 
 
In both private and public sectors, people rely on social scientific findings to consider and assess the social 
consequences of both large-scale and group economic, technological, scientific, political, ecological and 
cultural change. Social scientists' observations about human interactions with the broader society and their 
unique perspectives on human events make an important contribution to civic dialogue. 
 
Courses proposed for a General Studies designation in the Social-Behavioral Sciences area must 
demonstrate emphases on: (1) social scientific theories, perspectives and principles, (2) the use of social-
behavioral methods to acquire knowledge about cultural or social events and processes, and (3) the impact 
of social scientific understanding on the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised April 2014
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 
 

ASU--[SB] CRITERIA 
A SOCIAL-BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES [SB] course should meet all of the following 

criteria.  If not, a rationale for exclusion should be provided. 

YES NO  
Identify 
Documentation 
Submitted 

  1. Course is designed to advance basic understanding and 
knowledge about human interaction. 

syllabus; table of 
contents of required 
texts 

  

2. Course content emphasizes the study of social behavior such 
as that found in: syllabus; table of 

contents of required 
texts 

• ANTHROPOLOGY 
• ECONOMICS 
• CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY 
• HISTORY 

      

  

3. Course emphasizes: 
a. the distinct knowledge base of the social and behavioral 

sciences (e.g., sociological anthropological). 
OR 

b. the distinct methods of inquiry of the social and 
behavioral sciences (e.g., ethnography, historical 
analysis). 

syllabus; table of 
contents of required 
texts 

  4. Course illustrates use of social and behavioral science 
perspectives and data. 

syllabus; table of 
contents of required 
texts 

 

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE EXCLUDED 
FROM THE [SB] AREA EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT 

GIVE SOME CONSIDERATION TO SOCIAL AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE CONCERNS: 

 
 

• Courses with primarily arts, humanities, literary or 
philosophical content. 

• Courses with primarily natural or physical science content. 
• Courses with predominantly applied orientation for       

professional skills or training purposes. 
• Courses emphasizing primarily oral, quantitative, or written 

skills. 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 
Designation 

HST 110 The United States since 1865 SB 

 
 
Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

1. 
Understanding 
and knowlege 
of human 
interaction. 

This class examines the 
interactions of class, ethnic and 
racial, gender, and regional groups 
in a historical perspective. 

For example, Reconstructing the South focuses 
on the conflict between black and white 
southerners after the Civil War; the Second 
Industrial Revolution, on the conflict between 
capital and labor in Gilded-Age America; 
Incorporating the West, on the conflict between 
white settlers and Native Americans in the trans-
Mississippi West; From the Old to the New 
Immigrant on nativist responses to the shift in the 
source of immigration from Northwestern to 
Southern and Eastern Europe. All classroom 
discussions and writing assignments revolve 
around understanding human interaction in a 
specific time period.  

2. Studying 
social 
behavior. 

Social behavior is studied primarily 
from a historical perspective. This 
perspective is supplemented by 
geographical, economic, and 
sociological/anthropological  
perspectives.  

Historical analysis is employed throughout the 
course. Geographical analysis takes the form of 
maps (see Give Me Liberty!, p. xix); economic 
analysis, the form of tables and figures (see Give 
Me Liberty!, p. xx); and 
sociological/anthropological analysis, the form 
of ethnography (see the table of contents of 
Voices of Freedom). 

3. 
Emphasizing 
distinctive 
knowledge 
bases of the 
social and 
behavioral 
sciences. 

While the course makes the most 
use of historical knowledge, it also 
draws on economic, geographic, 
and sociological/anthropological 
knowledges bases. 

For example, economic knowledge informs 
discussions of the Second Industrial 
Revolution, the Business of America, 
Affluent Society, and Stagflation; geographic 
knowledge informs discussions of Becoming 
a World Power, America and the Great War, 
the World at War, and the Cold War; and 
sociological/anthropological analysis informs 
discussions of Rediscovery of America, 
Baby Boom and Suburbanization, and 
Culture Wars. 
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4. Using social 
and 
behavioral 
science 
perspectives 
and data. 

The course uses economic, 
geographical, and 
social/anthropological data to 
supplement historical data. 

Thus the map entitled "The United States in the 
Caribbean, 1898-1941" (p. 731) illustrates 
American intervention in Latin America; Table 
18.1 (p. 689) illustrates the foreign-stock 
composition of early twentieth-century American 
cities; and Figure 21.1 (p. 833) dramatizes the 
Great Depression's impact on employment. First-
hand accounts in Voices of Freedom personalize 
historical forces such as imperialism, 
immigration, and immiseration. 

 

 



 
 

HST 110 The United States since 1865 
 
Fall 2014 
MW 3:00-4:15, CLCC 146 
John S. Gilkeson, Office Hours, MW 2:00-3:00, and by appointment, FAB N213 
Tel. (602) 543-6069; email: john.gilkeson@asu.edu 
 
Course description: HST 110 traces the history of the United States from the end of the Civil War to the 
present.  
 
Course Goals: 

• interest in the past and appreciation of human endeavor 
• appreciation of the nature and diversity of historical sources available, and the methods used by 

historians 
• exploration of a variety of approaches to different aspects of history and different interpretations 

of particular historical issues 
• the ability to think independently and make informed judgments on issues 
• empathy with people living in different places and at different times 

 
Learning Outcomes: 

• greater knowledge and understanding of historical periods or themes 
• greater awareness of historical concepts such as cause and effect, similarity and difference, and 

change and continuity 
• a firm foundation for further study of History 

 
Required texts: 

• Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! Seagull 4th Edition, volume 2 (W. W. Norton, 2014)  
• Eric Foner, Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History, 4th Edition, volume 2 (W. W. Norton, 

2014)  
 
Academic integrity: ASU West's Academic Integrity Policy will be strictly upheld. Any instance of 
cheating, plagiarizing, or otherwise presenting someone else's work as your own will not be tolerated, and 
will result in failure in this course and a report to the Dean of Students. A zero-tolerance policy is in effect. 
Please refer to: 
http://www.west.asu.edu/studentlife/forms/acadinteg.htm 
 
Attendance: Daily attendance is expected. Unexcused absences will lower your grade; participation in 
class discussion will raise it. 
 
The final grade will be figured as follows:  
 

• Four-to-five page essay due Monday, October 6    25 points 
• Four-to-five page essay due Monday, November 10   30 
• Four-to-five page essay due Friday, December 5    35  
• Ten one-page responses to questions posted on Blackboard  10 

         Total   100 points 
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Grading Scale: 
 
A+ 98-100 
A 94-97 
A- 90-93 
B+ 88-89 
B 84-87 
B- 80-83 
C+ 78-79 
C 70-77 
D 65-69 
E 0-64 
 
All essays and responses must be submitted on SafeAssignment by the time and day specified below. Late 
assignments will not be penalized. All assignments should be typed in 11-point (or larger) font, double-
spaced, with one-inch margins. Written work will be judged on its clarity, organization, and cogency. 
Please proofread your work carefully. Grammatical and spelling errors will lower your grade. 
 
Course schedule: 
 
M Aug. 25  Course introduction 
W Aug. 27  Reconstructing the South    (Criteria 1) 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 15; Voices of Freedom, chapter 15 
First response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 27 
 
M Sept. 1  No class: Labor Day 
W Sept. 3  Second Industrial Revolution    (Criteria 1,3) 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 16; Voices of Freedom, chapter 16 
Second response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 3 
       
M Sept. 8  Incorporating the West    (Criteria 1) 
W Sept. 10 Gilded Age 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 17; Voices of Freedom, chapter 17 
Third response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 10 
 
M Sept. 15 Becoming a World Power      (Criteria 3) 
W Sept. 17 From the Old to the New Immigrant (Criteria 1)   

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 18; Voices of Freedom, chapter 18 
Fourth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 17 

 
M Sept. 22 Progressive Reform 
W Sept. 24 America and the Great War  (Criteria 3) 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 19; Voices of Freedom, chapter 19 
Fifth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 24 
 
M Sept. 29 100% Americanism 
W Oct. 1  The Business of America   (Criteria 3)    

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 20; Voices of Freedom, chapter 20 
 
First essay due by 3:00 p.m., Monday, October 6 
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M Oct. 6  Prosperity and Its Discontents 
W Oct. 8  New Deal  

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 21: Voices of Freedom, chapter 21 
    
M Oct. 13  No class: Fall Break 
W Oct. 15  Rediscovery of America    (Criteria 3)  
Sixth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 15 
 
M Oct. 20  The World at War    (Criteria 3)  
W Oct. 22  American Dilemma 

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 22; Voices of Freedom, chapter 22 
Seventh response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 22 
 
M Oct. 27  Cold War  (Criteria 3)  
W Oct. 29  Red Scare 

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 23; Voices of Freedom, chapter 23 
Eighth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 29  
   
M Nov. 3  Affluent Society (Criteria 3)  
W Nov. 5  Baby Boom and Suburbanization  (Criteria 3)  
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 24; Voices of Freedom, chapter 24 
 
Second essay due by 3:00 p.m., Monday, November 10 
 
M Nov. 10  Vietnam War 
W Nov. 12  Great Society 

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 25, Voices of Freedom, chapter 25 
 

M Nov. 17  Stagflation  (Criteria 3)  
Th Nov. 19  Right Turn 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 26; Voices of Freedom, chapter 26 
Ninth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 19  
   
M Nov. 24  Globalization 
W Nov. 26  Culture Wars  (Criteria 3)  

Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 27; Voices of Freedom, chapter 27 
Tenth response due by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 26 
    
M Dec. 1  A New American Empire  
W Dec. 3  America since 9/11 
   Reading: Give Me Liberty!, chapter 28; Voices of Freedom, chapter 28 
 
Third essay due by 5:00 p.m., Friday, December 5 
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