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Rationale and Objectives

Social-behavioral sciences use distinctive scientific methods of inquiry and generate empirical knowledge
about human behavior, within society and across culturat groups. Courses in this area address the challenge
of understanding the diverse natures of individuals and cultural groups who live together in a complex and
evolving world.

In both private and public sectors, people rely on social scientific findings to consider and assess the social
consequences of both large-scale and group economic, technological, scientific, political, ecological and
cultural change, Social scientists' observations about human interactions with the broader society and their
unique perspectives on human events make an important contribution to civic dialogue.

Courses proposed for a General Studies designation in the Social-Behavioral Sciences area must
demonstrate emphases on: (i) social scientific theories, perspectives and principles, (2) the use of social-
behavioral methods to acquire knowiedge about cultural or social events and processes, and (3) the impact
of social scientific understanding on the world. ’
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Course Prefix | Number Title General Studies
Designation
POS 316 State and Local Government SB

Explain in detail which studerit activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

o checksheet

. Criteria (from '

- Please provide detailed evidence of how. -

in- | . coursemeets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus):

This course is designed so that
students can use comparative
methods in analyzing state and
local governments. Specifically the
interactions between the federal
government, state government, and
citizens including but not limited to
demographics, natural resources,

history, economics, and political

See the course objectives listed on the first
page of the syllabus. The table of contents
from the textbooks, specifically Chbts 1,2, 6,
7,9, and 16 from the Smith and Greenblatt

text.

local and state govt institutions,
census and buddetary data

as well as state level legislative
data

cultures.

2 Students will become familiar with See chptrs 1, 2, and 8 from the Smith text
structures, functions of state and local
government as they interact and table of contents from the Rosentahl
independently and collaboratively and | {54
how citizens interact with those two )
levels of governments.

3a. This course examines the study of | Chptrs 13, 14, and 15 from the Smith and
government from a political science | Greenblatt text adresses government at the
perspective as it relates to public state and local levels and state and locally
policies associated primarily with governed issues such as healthcare, courts,
state and local governments such and education.
as education and public safety.

4 This course utilizies case studies of | Chprtr 4 in the Smith and Greenblait text

highlights taxation and budgetary data on the

state level.
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Course Catalog Description for:

POS 316State and Local Government: Surveys the operations, problems, and policies of state and local
governments in the United States



POS 316 — Internet (Line # 43306)
State and Local Government
Summer | 2010

Instructor: Prof, Kate Lehman -
Phone: (480) 965-6506 daytime ' '

E-mail: Kate.tehman@asu.edu

Fax: {480) 965-2110

Texts

Smith, Kevin B., Alan Greenblatt, and John Buntin, 2008. Governing States & Localities, 2™ edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Smith, Kevin B., ed. 2010. State and Local Governmeiit, 2009-10 edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Rosenthal, Alan. 2004. Heavy Lifting: The Job of the American Legislature. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Description of this Course

This course provides students with a survey of the operations, problems, and palicies of state and local governments.

Course Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course should be able to:
1. Use the comparative method for analyzing state and local governments.

"2, Understand the contribution of demographics, natural resources, history, economics, and political culture to the different
choices made by state governments.

Discuss each branch of state government and how it interacts with the others.
Discuss the role of the federal government with regard to the states.
Understand the various structures of sub-state level governments.

Understand the way that states and local governments raise and spend money to further their priorities.

Discuss and analyze the development of policy making in the areas of education, health and welfare, and public safety.

Course Requirements and Student Evaluation

Welcome to POS 316, State and Local Government. This is an online section, so you must be certain that you have the necessary
computer equipment. The course is not self-paced, but has specific due dates for each assignment and exam. Therefore, it puts the
responsibility on you, the student, to print the syllabus or to correctly write down the due date for each item. 1 do not accept late
assignments. In a 5-week summer course, you must understand that you should spend about 21/2 hours per day, 5 days per week in
reading and listening to the material. If you read critically and analytically, you could easily spend even more time on a class. |
reserve the right to make minor changes in the course as we go along. So, although | don't expect any changes to occur, you need to
check in to this site several times a week. Discussion forums and exams are hased solely on the written material in your books. My
lectures merely supplement the texts; they are not a substitute for reading and understanding the material. If you don’t understand
a concept, | invite you to ask the question via the Voicemail Board.

| chose the main text and the edited reader, because they are the result of a partnership between academics and practitioners.
Often we teach the theory, or how something is supposed to work, and forget how things really do work. A friend of mine, U.S.
Representative Harry Mitchell, a retired teacher of government at the high school level, once remarked to me that his experience in
the Arizona senate, his former elected office, did not operate the way he taught it for more than 20 years. This text is a synthesis;
better than any other text, in my opinion, it helps you discover why you should care. The edited readings correspond with the
chapters of the main text and give you a range of views on recent events and policy concerns.



Grades, Assignments, and Expectations

The course will be comprised of 460 possible points. The breakdown of points is as follows:
Exams —3 @ 100 points each = 300 peints

Discussion Beoard Assignments —3 @ 20 points each = 60 points

Book Review = 100 points

I do not believe in curving grades or in giving extra credit -- that is for grade school and high school -- not a college or university.
Therefore, the grade you receive will be the one you earn. Final grades will assigned by adding all your points together and
calculating as follows:

A+ =08 —100%; A =93 -97%; A-=90-92%; B+ = 88 —89%; B = 83-87%; B- =80~ 82%; C+=78-79%,;C=70-77%; D =60-69%; E =
0 - 59%.

Grades will be posted in the gradeboock in Blackboard, so that you can’ keep track of your progress.

No late assignments will be accepted unless it is ASU’s fault in terms of service outages. | will be informed by ASU and will make
adjustments accordingly if it happens

Discussion forums. Five {5) discussion forums will be posted. You must respond to any three of them. 1 will grade on style,
grammar, and spelling. The questions ocught to be answered fully, using supporting evidence from the Smith text and reader. Please
use full sentences! Each discussion forum consists of at least one question. in order to get full credit {i.e. 20 points each), you must
answer each part of a question in the forum. If you are asked for an opinion, provide evidence from your text. The use of evidence is
paramount given that there is not one single ‘right’ answer to such a question asked in the discussion forum. You ought to figure
about one to two pages per forum (300 to 500 words).

All discussion forum answers are due at noon on the date posted in the syllabus below. Late answers will not be accepted. Please
note that while the deadline for the first four discussions is on Sundays, that does net mean you may not post earlier. All answers
must be in your own words. If you must quote at all, be sure to cite the author and page number(s).

Tests, Each test is posted as shown on the schedule below. The material in each test will be comprised of the all the material in the
text, including charts, graphs, and other materials presented in the chapters. Please note that the exams may not be on the same
day of the week. They are available only from 5 a.m. until 8 p.m. on the given date. You may use your text books to take each exam,
but | warn you not to try to complete a test without first reading the chapters completely through. Each test is timed; you are given
110 minutes per test. If you have not read the chapters first, you will be surprised how quickly the time goes. If you have not
submitted your test by the deadline, you will receive no points for that test. In addition, each test must be completed at a single
time; you may not start and then stop it to start later. If you go over the 110 minutes, two pomts will be subtracted from your score
for every minute over.

Book Review. You will read the Rosenthal text and write a book review (not a book report). The criteria for the review are posted
under the Book Review tab on Blackboard. This paper will be submitted on Blackboard through Safe Assignment (in the Book Review
tab) and is due no later than noon on Monday, June 28. There is a voice board for questions having to do with the book review.
Rules and Policies

The drop-add period runs through June 2 only. After that, you may withdraw online until the transaction deadline.

Students should familiarize themselves with the University’s Academic Integrity policy at http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity.

Any student caught in a situation of academic dishonesty will be failed and a corresponding notation of Academic Dishonesty will be
piaced on the student’s record.

Students with documented disabilities will be provided with accommodation. Please see the Disability Resource Center website for
more information http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/ed/drc/.

COURSE CALENDAR



Reading Assignments

Week 1:
Junel-4

Week 2:
June7-11

Week 3:
June 14-18

Week 4:
June 21 - 25

Week 5:
June 28 —July 2

Reading Assignments: Smith main text, Chapters 1 -3;

Smith reader, Part |, pp. 1-30.

Begin Rosenthal book.

Discussion Forum 1 on Smith reader Part 1 due by noon on Sunday, June 6

Reading Assignments: Smith main text, Chapters 4 - 6;

Smith reader, Parts 2-4, pp. 31-82

Continue Rosenthal book

Discussion forum 2 on Smith reader Parts 2 — 4 due by noon on Sunday, June 13
Test #1 on Chapters 1 -5 available from 5 a.m. until 8p.m. on Friday, June 11

Reading Assignments; Smith text, Chapters 7 - 9;

Smith reader, Parts 5-7, pp. 83 — 148

Finish Rosenthal book

Discussion forum 3 on Smith reader Parts 5 — 7 due by-noon on Sunday, June 20

Test #2 on Chapters 6 — 9 available from 5 a.m. until 8 p.m. on Tuesday, June 22
Reading Assignments: Smith text, Chapters 10 - 12;

Smith reader, Parts 8 & 9, pp. 149 - 193

Begin writing book review on Rosenthal

Discussion forum 4 on Smith reader Parts 8 and 9 due by noon on Sunday, June 27

Reading Assignments: Smith text, Chapters 13 - 15;

Smith reader, Part 10, pp. 195 - 210.

Book review on Rosenthal due by noon on Monday, June 28

Discussion forum S on Smith reader Part 10 due by noon on Friday, July 2
Test #3 on Chapters 10 — 15 available from 5 a.m. until 8 p.m. on Friday, July 2

Grades will be submitted by Tuesday, July 6 at the latest.
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