
GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 

Course information: 
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

Academic Unit New College Department 
School of Humanities, Arts and Cultural 
Studies 

Subject REL Number 345 Title Asian Religious Traditions Units: 3 

Is this a cross-listed course?  
If yes, please identify course(s) 

No 

Is this a shared course? Yes If so, list all academic units offering this course 

New College, 
College of 
Liberal Arts & 
Sciences 

Course description:  
Asian Religious Traditions:  Introduces the major concepts of religious beliefs, rituals, and practices in Hinduism and 
Buddhism.  

Requested designation: Global Awareness–G  
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation requested 

Eligibility: 
Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university’s review and approval process.  
For the rules governing approval of omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu or Lauren.Leo@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow:  

For Fall 2015 Effective Date: October 9, 2014   For Spring 2016 Effective Date: March 19, 2015 
Area(s) proposed course will serve: 

A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area 
requirement and more than one awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two 
core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  With departmental consent, an approved General Studies 
course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major program of study.  

Checklists for general studies designations: 
 Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 

• Literacy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L)
• Mathematics core courses (MA)
• Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses (CS)
• Humanities, Arts and Design core courses (HU)
• Social-Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB)
• Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG)
• Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C)
• Global Awareness courses (G)
• Historical Awareness courses (H)

A complete proposal should include: 
Signed General Studies Program Course Proposal Cover Form 
Criteria Checklist for the area 
Course Catalog description 
Course Syllabus 
Copy of Table of Contents from the textbook and list of required readings/books 

Respectfully request that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one 
PDF. If necessary, a hard copy of the proposal will be accepted. 
Contact information: 

Name Patricia Huntington. Phone 602-543-3251 

Mail code 2151 E-mail: patricia.huntington@asu.edu 

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Louis Mendoza Date: 2/11/15 
Rev. 1/94, 4/95, 7/98, 4/00, 1/02, 10/08, 11/11/ 12/11, 7/12, 5/14 

https://webapp4.asu.edu/catalog/
mailto:Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu
mailto:Lauren.Leo@asu.edu
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_L_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_MA_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_CS_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_HU_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_SB_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_SGSQ_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_C_2014_2015.docx
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/checklist_g_reviewed_April_2014.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/shared/generalstudies/20132014AY/April22/checklist_H_2014_2015.docx


Chair/Director (Signature): 

Rev. 1/94, 4/95, 7/98, 4/00, 1/02, 10/08, 11/11/ 12/11, 7/12, 5/14 



Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

GLOBAL AWARENESS [G] 

Rationale and Objectives 

Human organizations and relationships have evolved from being family and village centered to modern 
global interdependence.  The greatest challenge in the nuclear age is developing and maintaining a global 
perspective which fosters international cooperation.  While the modern world is comprised of politically 
independent states, people must transcend nationalism and recognize the significant interdependence 
among peoples of the world.  The exposure of students to different cultural systems provides the 
background of thought necessary to developing a global perspective. 

Cultural learning is present in many disciplines. Exposure to perspectives on art, business, engineering, 
music, and the natural and social sciences that lead to an understanding of the contemporary world supports 
the view that intercultural interaction has become a daily necessity.  The complexity of American society 
forces people to balance regional and national goals with global concerns.  Many of the most serious 
problems are world issues and require solutions which exhibit mutuality and reciprocity.  No longer are 
hunger, ecology, health care delivery, language planning, information exchanges, economic and social 
developments, law, technology transfer, philosophy, and the arts solely national concerns; they affect all 
the people of the world.  Survival may be dependent on the ability to generate global solutions to some of 
the most pressing problems. 

The word university, from universitas, implies that knowledge comes from many sources and is not 
restricted to local, regional, or national perspectives.  The Global Awareness Area recognizes the need for 
an understanding of the values, elements, and social processes of cultures other than the culture of the 
United States.  Learning which recognizes the nature of others cultures and the relationship of America’s 
cultural system to generic human goals and welfare will help create the multicultural and global perspective 
necessary for effective interaction in the human community. 

Courses which meet the requirement in global awareness are of one or more of the following types:  (1) in-
depth area studies which are concerned with an examination of culture-specific elements of a region of the 
world, country, or culture group, (2) the study of contemporary non-English language courses that have a 
significant cultural component,  (3) comparative cultural studies with an emphasis on non-U.S. areas, and 
(4) in-depth studies of non-U.S. centered cultural interrelationships of global scope such as the global 
interdependence produced by problems of world ecology, multinational corporations, migration, and the 
threat of nuclear war. 

Reviewed 4/2014
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

ASU--[G] CRITERIA 
GLOBAL AWARENESS [G] 

YES NO 
Identify 

Documentation 
Submitted 

1. Studies must be composed of subject matter that
addresses or leads to an understanding of the
contemporary world outside the U.S.

See Syllabus, Weeks 
1-16: Readings, 
assignments and 
exercises, 
supplemental readings 
and handouts.  

2. The course must match at least one of the following
descriptions: (check all which may apply):
a. In-depth area studies which are concerned with an

examination of culture-specific elements of a
region, country or culture group. The area or
culture studied must be non-U.S. and the study
must contribute to an understanding of the
contemporary world.

Syllabus Parts One, 
Two, Three and TOC 
of assigned readings. 

b. The course is a language course for a contemporary
non-English language, and has a significant cultural
component.

c. The course is a comparative cultural study in which
most, i.e., more than half, of the material is devoted
to non-U.S. areas.

Syllabus Parts One, 
Two, and Three and 
TOC of assigned 
books 

d. The course is a study of the cultural significance of
a non-U.S.-centered global issue. The course
examines the role of its target issue within each
culture and the interrelatedness of various global
cultures on that issue. It looks at the cultural
significance of its issue in various cultures outside
the U.S., both examining the issue’s place within
each culture and the effects of that issue on world
cultures.”
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Page 3 of 4 
Course Prefix Number Title Designation 
REL 345 Asian Religious Traditions Global Awareness (G) 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

Criteria 
(from checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples 

in next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in 

syllabus) 

SAMPLE: 
2d: study the cultural 
significance of a non-U.S. 
centered global issue 

SAMPLE: 
The course examines the 
cultural significance of 
financial markets Japan, Korea, 
and the UK. 

SAMPLE: 
Module 2 shows how Japanese literature 
has shaped how Japanese people 
understand world markets. Module 3 
shows how Japanese popular culture has 
been changed by the world financial 
market system. Modules 4 & 5 do the 
same for Korea and modules 6 & 7 do the 
same for the UK. 

1 The course examines religious 
and philosophical thought and 
its influence upon the culture, 
social movements, politics, and 
human rights issues in 
Southeast and East Asia. 

The semester is devoted to critical study 
of Asian religion and philosophy. 
Examination of core beliefs of religious 
movements to foster greater 
understanding of contemprary Asian 
cultural and political practices, 
spirituality, societal and class divisions, 
and values. 

2a  "        " Readings, exercises and assignments in 
Weeks 1-4 will examine significant 
figures in the Confucianism tradition, its 
legacies and influence upon current 
religious thoughts and practices in China 
and Taiwan. 

2a "    " Syllabus, Part Two, Weeks 5-9: Readings 
and assignments focus on Hinduism, its 
profound influence throughout India and 
Southeast Asia today with a close look at 
Aurobindo, yogi, guru, and founder of 
Integral Yoga and its current devotees and 
critics.Syllabus, Part Three, Weeks 10-16: 
Assignments and essays will focus on Zen 
Buddhism through the text Zen in the Art 
of Archery, the Shankara text, Siddhartha, 
and Aurobino . Focus is on Southeast 
Asian society and culture. 
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2c 100% of the course is devoted 
to study exclusively on non-US 
areas through in-depth 
examination of Confucianism, 
Hinduism, and Zen Buddhism. 
Includes cultural and 
comparative studies of India, 
China, Tibet, and Japan (some 
dicussion of Korea, Thailand, 
and Sri Lanka). 

1. Gaining a general understanding of
Confucianism through exercises and 
readings from BB. 
2. Seeking to understand in greater depth
a core philosophical aspect of Shankara's 
Vedanta and non-dualistic primarily 
Hindu philosophy.  
3. Gaining a general overview of
Buddhism (Herrigel). 
4. Understanding both the breadth and
depth of the Zen heritage through the 
Herrigel text, essays, exercises, and 
lectures. 
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