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Subject REL ~ Number 366  Titde Islam in the Modern World e Units: 3
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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

HISTORICAL AWARENESS [H]

Rationale and Objectives

Recent trends in higher education have called for the creation and development of historical consciousness
in undergraduates now and in the future. From one perspective, historical awareness is a valuable aid in the
analysis of present-day problems because historical forces and traditions have created modern life and lie
Just beneath its surface. From a second perspective, the historical past is an indispensable source of identity
and of values, which facilitate social harmony and cooperative effort. Along with this observation, it should
be noted that historical study can produce intercultural understanding by tracing cultural differences to their
origins in the past. A third perspective on the need for historical awareness is that knowledge of history
helps us to learn from the past to make better, more well-informed decisions in the present and the future.

The requirement of a course that is historical in method and content presumes that "history” designates a
sequence of past events or a narrative whose intent or effect is to represent both the relationship between
events and change over time. The requirement also presumes that these are human events and that history
includes all that has been felt, thought, imagined, said, and done by human beings. The opportunities for
nurturing historical consciousness are nearly unlimited. History is present in the languages, art, music,
literatures, philosophy, religion, and the natural sciences, as well as in the social science traditionally called .
History.

Revised April 2014
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach apprepriate documentation.

A » QA

THE HISTORICAL AWARENESS IH] COURSE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERiA:

entatlon
Submitted: -

X

1. History is a major focus of the course.

Syllabus, table of
contents of assigned
books

X

2. The course examines and explains human development as a
sequence of events influenced by a variety of factors.

Syllabus, table of
contents of assigned
books

X

3. There is a disciplined systematic examination of human
institutions as they change over time.

Syllabus, table of
contents of assigned
books

X

HEENEENEEE

4. The course examines the relationship among events, ideas,
and artifacts and the broad social, political and economic
context.

Syllabus, table of
contents of assigned
books

. _ _Courses in which there is only chrmlo}oglca]

- organization.

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

o - :Courses which are excluswely the. hlstor. of a fle

. o -Courses whose subject areas merely occurred in the past. &
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Course Prefix

Number Title

General Studies
Designation

REL

366

Islam in the Modern World

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

Criteria (from -

How course meets spirit

"Please provide detailed evidence of how .

contemporary phenomena in light of
their historical development, rooted
in the emergence of particular ideas |
and their employment of artifacts to

shape the human endeavor.

checksheet) (cOntexi_:ua[ig'ej specificiexamples in | course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) :
= ©°nexteolumn) : SRR _ -

1 The course is concerned with the The course provides bath an examination of
modern history of Islam and diverse | historical processes such as colonialism,
Muslim societies. postcolonialism, and Cold War imperialism

and their impacts in different parts of the
Muslim world, with particular case studies of
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Egypt.

2 The course traces a number of The course uses a number of case studies to
historical processes, showing links, | show how colonialism, for example in
for example, between colonialism | Pakistan, reshaped social worlds through the
and viclence today. making of borders and the development of a

military state that is part of Pakistan's
struggle today. In Afghanistan, the course
traces the lasting effects of the USSR-US
Cold War on the_ violence and social

R destruction there.

; Wi a eriulrfocuson el e | T S S L
annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, | historically produced. Of particular focus is the
the course traces the changing | FEREE X e S o e lace tody a5

~ | nature of Hajj in the modern era, a site of mass global consumption.
The course allows students to see The course takes a number of contemporary

phenomena and traces them back in time to
see interconnections. One particular focus is
the Arab Spring_ in Egypt, where people
employed social media as one means of

garnering support. In addition, students also
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study the making of the dictatarial regime
that the protests overthrew by US imperialist
policies and global forces of structural

readjustment and mass consumerisms.




REL 366

Istam in the Modern World
Examines the worldwide transformatlons of Islamic religion, cultures, and socigties in
the modern period.

~ Allow multiple - Primary course
-enrollments: No component: Lecture
Repeatable for credit: No Grading method: Student Option

Offered by: College of Liberal Arts and Sciences - Historical, Philosophical &
Religious Studies, Sch

Pre- reqmsﬂes Minimum. 24 hours ENG 102, 105-0r 108 with C or better

3 HU&H&G -
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Islam in the Modern World
Fall 2013

Dr. Chad Haines

Office: 6660 Coor

Email: chad.haines@asu.edu

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10:30-12:00 or by appointment

Course Summary

This course is an exploration of the contemporary Muslim world and the multiple forces and movements

that come to shape it, with a particular concern on modernity as both historical processes as well as a

lens or trope through which we study the world. Themes in the course include: Orientalism and western

representations of Islam; colonialism/postcolonialism and the making of Muslim nation-states; war,

violence, occupation, and terrorism; globalization and consuming Muslimness; and, making sense of the
~ Arab Spring.

We will critically engage conceptual issues that claim to define islam and Muslims today and attempt to
unravel some of the underlying forces that affect everyday lives of Muslims and expressions of Islam.
We will be taking a global, comparative view that engages historical processes and social structures as
we explore Islam as a lived tradition and learn from voices of everyday Muslims.

Our overall objectives are to:

¢ To explore Islam as a lived tradition;

e To analyze the multiple structures that shape and reshape Istam, as a religious tradition,
and the lives of Muslims (those structures include historical developments, political
forces, and economic processes);

¢ To reflect on how deep-rooted perceptions about Islam inform representations about
Islam and Muslims;

s To question, wander, reflect, and learn.

Expectations

e That each student keep up with reading assignments, participate fully in class discussions, and
attend class regularly;

s Students respect the classroom environment and the learning experience of their fellow
classmates by: respecting their opinions, not disrupting class by talking privately or out of turn,
turning cell phones to silent, and not coming late or leaving early;

* No cell phones, no cell phones ringing, no texting;

* No computer usage during class hours;

¢ No leaving early without prior permission, no arriving late; you will be counted absent.



Texts
Most readings will be articles posted online through Blackboard. But, there are several required and
some recommended books.

Required Books
Sardar, Ziauddin. 2004. Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys of a Skeptical Musfim.
Shariatie, Ali. 2007. Hajj: Reflections on its Rituals.

Assignments
The assignments for the course are designed to evaluate your engagement with course materials and to
provide creative opportunities to delve into the meaningful world of Muslims in the modern era.

Media Commentary {15 points)
You will write a 3-page critical commentary on a popular media story that deals with same aspect of
Islam or the Muslim world. The commentary will be comparing the perspective/understanding of Islam
as a religious tradition represented in the media story to your own knowledge as learned over the
semester.

Critical Review (15 points}
You will be expected to write a 3-page critical review of a book that is not assigned as part of the reading
requirements. The book you select should be undertaken in consultation with the professor.
Information on writing critical reviews will be posted on Blackboard.

Mid-Term Examination {20 points)
The mid-term will be short answers, definitions, and an essay covering material from the first half of the
course..

Final Examination {40 points)-
The final exam will cover short answers and definitions from the second half of the course along with
several longer essays drawing upon material from the entire semester.

Class Participation (10 points)
Though the course is predominately a “lecture” course, there will be significant opportunities for
students to participate in discussions, ask questions, and openly reflect upon materials brought into the
class. All discussions will be public, no disruptions will be tolerated. You will be graded on your level of
participation.

Daily attendance in the course is mandatory; your grade will be deducted by any absence. More than
five absences will result in failing the course. Coming late or leaving early will be considered an absence.

Assignment Due Dates

Media Commentary Thurs. October 10%

Mid-Term Examination Thurs. October 24™

Critical Review Thurs. November 21 ‘
Final Examination Thurs. December 12 (12:10 ~ 2:00 pm)
Activities

A visit to the local mosque will be arranged for those interested later in the semester. In addition, you
will be encouraged to attend the public prayers on the day of Eid al-Adha, around October 17™. Based
on schedules, we will also have several guest lectures from leaders in the local community, and some of
you may wish to visit or volunteer with some local Islamic/Muslim organizations {based solely on your



own interest). No extra credit will be provided for such activities, they are being offered for you to gain a
maore personal understanding of Islam and Muslims in the U.S.

Reading Schedule
Week 1: Aug. 22™
Course Introduction

Week 2: Aug. 27" & 29" Exploring Orientalism

Readings:
Edward Said, “Introduction”, Orientalism
Frederick Denny, “Major Trends in Renewal and Reform,” Introduction to Islam
Syen Hussein Nasr, Istam in the Modern World (rev. essay by Zackary Markwith)

Week 3: Sept. 3™ & 5" What is Modernity?

Readings:-
Omid Safi, “The Muhammad Problem,” Memories of Muhammadl
Tony Bilton, et al, “Living in Modernity,” introductory Sociology

Week 4: Sept. 10" & 12 Colonial Encounters
Readings:
Timothy Mitchell, “The World as Exhibition”
Dale Edwards, “Mad Mullahs and Englishmen”

Week 5: Sept. 17'" & 19™ Reimagining Islam: Renewal and Reform
Readings:
Natana Delong-Bas, “Origins of Wahhabism,” Wahhabi Islam
“Sir Sayyid and the Aligarh Movement”
Ali Shariati, Hajj: Reflections on its Rituals (pp. 7-47)

Week 6: Sept. 24™ & 26" Postcolonial Roots
Readings:
Ali Shariati, Hajj, Part 1
Ziauddin Sardar, Desperately Seeking Paradise

Week 7: Oct. 1% Hajj: Bringing the World Together
Readings:

Ali Shariati, Hajj, Part 2

Ziauddin Sardar, Desperately Seeking Paradise

Week 8: Oct. 8% & 10% Hajj: Unifying or Dividing Muslims?
Readings:
Ali Shariati, Hajj, (finish)
Abdellah Hammoudi, “Resurrection before Death,” in A Season in Mecca

Week 9: Oct. 15" & 17
Fall Break: no class Tues. Oct. 15™
Eid al-Adha: no class Thurs. Oct. 17T




Week 10: Oct. 22™ & 24" Gender
Reading:

Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving”
Mid-term Exam Oct. 24"

Week 11: Oct. 29" & 31 Pakistan

Readings:
Faisal Devji, “Introduction,” in Muslim Zion: Pakistan as a Political Idea
Shahzad Bashir, “Introduction,” in Under the Drones

Week 12: Nov, 5™ & 7™ Afghanistan

Readings:
Barnett Rubin, “Afghanistan: Mirror of the World,” in The Fragmentation of Afghanistan
James Caron, “Taliban, Real and tmagined” in Under the Drones

Week 13: Nov. 12" & 14™ Global Islam
Readings:
Chandra Muzaffar, ”Shapmg a Global Ethic”
Rob Rozehnal, “Muslim, Mystic, and Modern: Three Thentieth-Century Sufi Masters”

Week 14: Nov. 19" & 21 Arab Spring

Readings:
Ziauddin Sardar, “Introduction: Surprise, Surprise!”
Robin Yassin-Kassab, “Tahrir Square”

Week 15: Nov. 26" & 28™
Thanksgiving: no class Thurs. Nov. 28"

Week 16: Dec. 3™ & 5% Imagining lslam

Readings:
Graham Fuller, “A World Without Islam” -
Hamad Dabashi, “Introduction: Muslims in the World,” Being Muslim '
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