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Rationale and Objectives

Social-behavioral sciences use distinctive scientific methods of inquiry and generate empirical knowledge
about human behavior, within society and across cultural groups. Courses in this area address the challenge
of understanding the diverse natures of individuals and cultural groups who l1ve together in a complex and
evolving world.

In both private and public sectors, people rely on social scientific findings to consider and assess the social
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eultural change. Social scientists' observations about human interactions with the broader society and their
_ unique perspectives on human events make an important contribution to civic dialogue.

Courses proposed for a General Studies designation in the Social-Behavioral Sciences area must
demonstrate emphases on: (1) social scientific theories, perspectives and principles, (2) the use of social-
behavioral methods to acquire knowledge about cultural or social events and processes and (3) the impact
of social scientific understanding on the world.
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HISTORY 316: U.S. FOREIGN RELATIONS IN THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY AND BEYOND

Coer Office Building, Room L.1-20
Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday, 9-10:30

Professor Kyle Longley

Snell Family Dean’s Distinguished Professor

Professor of History

Coor Office Building 4510, Phone; 965-3524

e-mail: Kyle.Longley@asu.edu Website: hitp://www.public.asu.edu/~longley

Office Hours: 10:30-12:30 Tuesday, and by appointment.
Course Objective for Fall 2008

This course is an introduction to major topics in U.S. foreign relations in the twentieth century
and beyond. It will cover the main themes of the period, emphasizing the domestic and
international context in which the United States rose to world power status, dominating social,
cultural, economic and political relations in the post-World War I era. The class will stress
commercial and territorial expansion and the rise of U.S. interventionism in the non-
industrialized world, emphasizing the interplay between the United States and other core powers,
primarily Great Britain, France, Japan, the Soviet Union, and Germany, The goal of the class is
to teach you about modern U.S. foreign relations and to help you develop a basic mastery of the
important historical themes, events, and personalities, and simultaneously challenge you to
improve your analytical skills in both the classroom and on written assignments,

Texts

1. Thomas Paterson, et. al., American Foreign Relations: A History, vol. 2, sixth edition (2005)
- 2. Thomas Paterson and Dennis Merrill, Major Problems in Amerlcan Foreign Relations: Since

1914, vol. 2., sixth edition (2005}

3. Kristin Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood: How Gender Politics Provoked the
Spanish-American and Philippine American War (2000).

4. John Dower, War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War (1987}

5. Troung Nhu Tang, Viet Cong Memoir (1986)

6. Jimmy Breslin, The Short Sweet Dream of Eduardo Gutierrez (2003)

Assignments

Your grade will be determined by your performance on a number of assignments. You will write
two short papers (3-4 pages) on Hoganson and Dower. You will have a midterm examination
and comprehensive final examination that will include questions from lectures, the text, and
additional readings. You will have a group project, one ultimately that will require an extensive
Power Point presentation {more on details to come) that will become a class designed website.
Finally, a discussion grade will be determined by classroom participation and quizzes. Your
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wear it there, not in class. You will be given a warning and should it happen again, you will be
asked to leave and an absence added to your record.

Finally, you should not record the lectures and discussions without permission. The lectures are
copyrighted by the professor and are not for the use of others. Only those with special needs will
be allowed to tape any in class comments,

Aftendance: Aftendance is mandatory. Studies demonstrate that there is a direct correlation
between attendance and performance, and 1 cannot teach you if you do not attend class. |
promise to try to make the class worth your time and help you toward developing needed skills
for historical and general skills in any profession, As a result, after two unexcused absences {the
equivalent of a week of classes) the students will lose ten points for each for additional absence.
In addition, I encourage you to be to class on time. If you are not here at the time that the roll is
taken without a legitimate excuse, you are considered absent.

Participation Grade: Approximately 20% of your grade will be determined by your
participation in the class. Since I rely heavily on a Socratic method, which emphasizes question
and answer, I encourage you o come to class prepared to talk about the materials assigned for
that day. To promote your reading and preparation, I will administer quizzes over the assigned
materials during the semester.

Plagiarism and Cheating: You will receive all the help you need to succeed in this course.
Submitting work that is not your own will not be tolerated, Plagiarism and cheating in any form
(please refer to your student handbook if you are unclear on the definition of either) will result in
failure in the course as well as any other disciplinary action that can be taken through appropriate
university channels,

Tentative Daily Schedule

Tuesday, August 26 Introduction

Thursday, August 28 Patterns of Analysis in U.S. Foreign Relations, Paterson
and Merrill, Major Problems, 2-32.

Tuesday, September 2 The United States in the World at the End of the 19
Century, Paterson, et. al, American Foreign Relations, 1-
32,

Thursday, September 4 The Era of the Warrior and the Priest, Paterson, et. al,
- American Foreign Relations, 33-66. (Short Paper on

Hoganson due at the beginning of class).

The Road to World War 1, Paterson, et. al, American

Foreign Relations, 67-82; Paterson and Metrrill, Major

Problems, 35-36.

Thursday, September 11 Politics of World War I and Versailles, Paterson, et, al,
American Foreign Relations, 82-105, Paterson and Merrill,
Major Problems, 36-70.

Tuesday, September 16 The Return to Normalcy, Paterson, et. al., American
Foreign Relations, 110-125, 139-147, 151-160; Paterson
and Merrill, Major Problems, 73-110.

Thursday, September 18 The Return to Normalcy continved and The Great

Tuesday, September 9
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Tuesday, November 25
Thursday, November 27
Thursday, December 2
Tuesday, December 9
Thursday, December 11

catch up day

Thanksgiving Holiday

The 21* Century

Review Day

Final Exam, 7:30-6,30 am
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PREFACE

Soue five years ago, while drafting the opening chapter to a pro
jected book about the occupation of Japan that followed World War Two
I found myself mentioning in passing the race hates and merciless fighting
that had been so conspicuous in the war in Asia and the Pacific. One o
the impressive features of the occupation, after all, was that the defeatec
Japanese and victorious Allies, predominantly Americans, worked to
gether so amicably and constructively. War-crimes trials were conductec
after Japan’s surrender; reports of wartime atrocities preoccupied journal
ists and jurists for many months; and there was hardly a corner of Japanest
society that was not subjected to eritical scrutiny. The war hates them
selves, however, seemed to disappear almost overnight-—so quickly, ir
fact, that they are easily forgotten now.

In a world that continues to experience so much violence and racia
hatred, such a dramatic transformation from bitter enmity to genuine
cooperation is heartening, and thus the fading memories of the war pose
a paradox. It is fortunate that people on all sides can put such a terrible
conflict behind them, but dangerous to forget how easily war came abou
between Japan and the Western Allies, and how extraordinarily fierce and
Manichaean it was. We can never hope to understand the nature of
World War Two In Asia, or international and interracial conflict in
general, if we fail to work constantly at correcting and re-creating the
historical memory. At a more modest level, the significance of the occupa-
tion of Japan and postwar rapprochement between the Japanese and their
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