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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

 

HISTORICAL AWARENESS [H] 
 

 

Rationale and Objectives 

 

Recent trends in higher education have called for the creation and development of historical consciousness 

in undergraduates now and in the future. From one perspective, historical awareness is a valuable aid in the 

analysis of present-day problems because historical forces and traditions have created modern life and lie 

just beneath its surface. From a second perspective, the historical past is an indispensable source of identity 

and of values, which facilitate social harmony and cooperative effort. Along with this observation, it should 

be noted that historical study can produce intercultural understanding by tracing cultural differences to their 

origins in the past. A third perspective on the need for historical awareness is that knowledge of history 

helps us to learn from the past to make better, more well-informed decisions in the present and the future. 

 

The requirement of a course that is historical in method and content presumes that "history" designates a 

sequence of past events or a narrative whose intent or effect is to represent both the relationship between 

events and change over time. The requirement also presumes that these are human events and that history 

includes all that has been felt, thought, imagined, said, and done by human beings. The opportunities for 

nurturing historical consciousness are nearly unlimited. History is present in the languages, art, music, 

literatures, philosophy, religion, and the natural sciences, as well as in the social science traditionally called 

History. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

 

ASU--[H] CRITERIA 
 THE HISTORICAL AWARENESS [H] COURSE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

YES NO  
Identify 

Documentation 

Submitted 

  1. History is a major focus of the course. Syllabus, readings 

  
2. The course examines and explains human development as a 

sequence of events influenced by a variety of factors.  
Syllabus, readings 

  
3. There is a disciplined systematic examination of human 

institutions as they change over time. 
Syllabus, readings 

  
4. The course examines the relationship among events, ideas, 

and artifacts and the broad social, political and economic 

context. 

Syllabus, readings 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE:  

 Courses in which there is only chronological 

organization. 

 Courses which are exclusively the history of a field of 

study or of a field of artistic or professional endeavor. 

 Courses whose subject areas merely occurred in the past. 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Designation 

REL  372 Formation of the Christian Tradition H 

 

 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 

Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

1 This course places the development 

of Christianity in a global historical 

context from the first century CE to 

approximately 1000 CE. It traces  

changes in practice and theology 

over time and explores the 

relationships between those 

changes and social and political 

developments in the Greco-Roman 

world and the eastern Roman 

empire.   

The course explores historical change in 

Christianity  and its causes throughout the 

syllabus.  See, for example, week 5 and 9's 

investigations of persecution, martyrdom, 

and community in the context of Christianity's 

changing relationship to empire; week 6 and 

7's exploration of the content and 

consequences of theological controversy and 

their change over time, and week 12 and 

13's discussions of the effects on Christianity 

of the rise of Islam.  Historically minded 

attention to change, causation, and context is 

essential to the course in all its elements.   

2 This course is designed to place the 

development of various early 

Christian traditions within their 

political, social, and religious 

contexts. These developments are 

treated as the results of various 

kinds of human interactions across 

time and place in particular 

contexts.  

This criteria is most apparent in weeks 1, 5, 

6, and 9. However, the content of weeks 9-

13 also examines the history of Christianity in 

these regions as being the unique result of a 

variety of contextual factors. A range of 

written primary texts are also incorporated in 

most weeks.  
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3 A central issue that this course 

explores is questioning the 

presumed singularity of Christianity 

in the early and medieval eras. 

Instead, it encourages students to 

consider how various expressions 

of Christianity developed as a result 

of differences in politics, language, 

and geography, among other 

factors.  

Weeks 2-6 describe the changes that early 

Christianity underwent in its first 300 years, 

going from a small band of mostly Jewish 

believers to a tolerated and recognized 

religion of the Roman Empire, which had 

tremendous implications for how Christianity 

developed in the West. However, the course 

is not simply limited to Christianity in the 

Latin and Greek West. It also examines how 

Christian institutions and beliefs developed 

outside of the Roman Empire, where 

Christian beliefs had to interact with different 

political, linguistic, and cultural influences. 

This is seen in weeks 9-13 of the syllabus. 

These developments are shown through 

Wilken's textbook in addition to the variety of 

primary source texts.    

4 This course treats the development 

of Christianity as being the result of 

the interaction of a variety of social, 

religious, and politcal influences.  

This can be seen especially in week 5 with 

Perpetua's martyrdom account; in week 11 

with a selection from the Kebra Nagast; and 

in week 13 with the selection of Patriarch 

Timothy's dialogue with a caliph. These 

primary source texts illuminate the variety of 

social, political, and religious forces that 

shaped the way that Christian beliefs and 

institutions developed in these times and 

places.  

 












































