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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

LITERACY AND CRITICAL INQUIRY - [L]

Rationale and Objectives

Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence in written and oral discourse. Critical
inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of university study
may require unique critical skills which have little to do with language in the usual sense {words), but the
analysis of spoken and written evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus, the General
Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason critically and
communicate using the medium of language.

The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inguiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inguiry
must be sustaired beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skili in every student;
and, second, that the skills become more expert, as well as more secure, as the student learns challenging
subject matter. Thus, the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement stipulates two courses beyond First
Year English, '

writing, listening, speaking, or analysis of discourse. Upper-division [L] courses generally are courses in a
particular discipline into which writing and critical thinking have been fully integrated as means of learning
the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned.

Students must complete six credit hours from courses designated as {L], at least three credit hours of which
musl be chosen from approved upper-division courses, preferably in their major. Swudents must have
completed ENG 101, 107, or 105 to take an [L] course.

Moes:

ENG 101, 107 or ENG 105 must be prerequisites

Honaors theses, XXX 493 meet [L] requirements

The list of criteria that must be satisfied for designation as a Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L] course
is presented on the following page. This list will help you determine whether the curent version of

your course meets all of these requirements. If you decide to apply, please attach a current syllabus,
or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies
Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal.

BT e

el



Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L}
Page 2
Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation

TO QUAL
MAJOR E

THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA

CRITERION 1: At least 50 percent of the grade in the course

should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches, | EDCHEDIOS Os COINEILS

}X{ D ot in-class essay examinations. Group projects are acceptable from reading materials
only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence,

and prepares a summary report

Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of conrse grades--and indicate

L }
the proportion of the final grade that is defermined by each assignment.

2. Also:

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most réeent course syllabus {or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and iabel this information

",

C-1. R B — _ : ; - ) .
.. . Syllabus, title pages
W D .CRITERI.ON 2: The composition tasks involve the gatherin and tables of contents
AN interpretation, and evaluation of evidence from readine materials

Please describe the way(s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design

mark the information presented in

2. Also:
material you bave submitted) that

& nrwala
Please ¢ix Cal, TR Gl

the inost recent course syl b $ (01 othe
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information

neog,

CRITERION 3: The syllabus should include a minimum of Syllabus, title pages
W D two substantial writing or speaking tasks, other than orin and tables of contents
from reading materials

addition to in-class essay exams
Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that

are included in the course requircments

2. Also:
Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in

the most recent course syliabus (or other material you have subinitted) that
verifies this deseription of the grading process--and label this information

n C"'3”-




Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L]
Page 3

CRITERION 4: These substantial writing or speaking Syllabus, title pages
assignments should be arranged so that the students will get and tables of contents
VA D timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to | from reading materials
help them do betier on subsequent assignments. Infervention at
earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed

1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or
most recent) course instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information;presented in
the most recent course syllabus {or other material you have subrhitted) that
verifies this deseription of the grading process--and Iabel this information

[T F A1)
= .




Literacy and Critical Inguiry [L}
Page 4

Course Prefix Number

Title

Designation

REL/SGS 480/441

Religion and Global Politics

L

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

Criterton 1

grade is determined by written
assignment projects, not including
written portions of the midterm
exan.

A totél o‘fh 60% of the oveﬁii! cOU]Se .

Please see page 2 of the
syllabus: 35% of the grade
comes from writien quizzes and
reflection papers, and 25% from
a semester-long research paper
project. All of these projects are_ |

intended to heilp students
develop critical thinking skills

Criterion 2

The research paper is expected to
be of high quality, with in-depth
analysis of ideas and the synthesis
of information intc a novel thesis

Please see the research project
outlined on page 2 of the
syllabus. Students are expected
to be aware of what constitutes
opinion, and avoid this in favor
of scholarly research.

Criterion 3

Criterion 4

A total of 60% of the overall course
orade is determined by written
assignment projects, not including
written portions of the midterm

exam.

Please see page 2 of the
syllabus: 35% of the grade
comes from writlen quizzes and
reflection papers, and 25% from
a semester-long research paper
project. All of these projects are
intended to help students
develop critical thinking skills .

Assignments are dispersed
throughout the semester to ensure
timely feedback and verifiable
improvenent from the students.

Written quizzes and
reflection papers are spread
throughout the semester. The
final research project includes
deadlines for a bibliography,
rough draft, and final draft.
Instrizctor will provide feedback
fo students within a timely
manner after each of these stages
to ensure a quality final product.




The School of Glebal Studies / Religious Studies
SGS 441 / REL 480 -
"Course Title: Relmon and Global Politics
Semester: Fall 2011

T/TH: 3:00 PM —4:15 PM Instructor: Christopher R. Duncan
Location: Tempe - EDB208 E-mail: erduncan@asu.edu
Schedule Lines: REL 480: 80290 Tel: NA

SGS 441: 83349 Office: Coor 6622

Office Hours: Wed: 2 —4 PM or by appt.

: Faculty of Religious Studies Faculty of Global Studies
Main Office - Coor Hall, 4™ Floor Main Office — Coor Hall, 6" Floor
i Phone: (480) 965-3778 Phone: (480} 965-6551
UG Advisor: P.F. Lengel UG Advisor; Jennifer Gordon
COOR 3314 COOQR 6705
(480) 965-8364 (480)727-3118
P.F.lengel@asu.edu Jennifer.Gordon{@asu.edu

Sacial theorists and historians of the 19™ and 20™ century saw modemization, development and scientific
progress as processes that would eventually lead to the secularization of society. As we enter the 217 century
we can see that they were wrong, Rather than fading from the scene, religion is often at the forefront of global
politics. Whether we look at the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran, the rise of Hindu nationalism in India, the

current war on terrorism, or the increasing religiosity of American society, religion seems to be influencing
global politics from every corner and from every faith.

Teaching and learning objectives:

¢ - To gain a more nuanced understanding of the various ways in which religion influences global affairs so
‘ students can become informed participants in discussions about the role and function of religion in the
contemporary global politics. :

C, ?.— E The ability to read and critically evaluate primary and secondary textsj

7/ - The ability to combine description and analysis of religious and political phenomena in written and 01a]
C/ work in such a way as to construct a cohierent and cogent argument for an original thesis.

Required Texts: (Availablc at the ASU Bookstore and on reserve at Hayden library):

o lvan Strenski. 2010. Why Politics Can't Be Freed From Religion. Wiley-Blackwell.

o Allen Hertzke. 2004. Freeing God's Children: The Unlikely Alliance for Global Human Rights. Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, Inc.

o Roy Olivier, 2006. Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Ummah. Columbia University Press.

s Other readings are available online or will be made available via electronic reserve at the library.

Course Requirements:
Exams: There will be an in class mid-term exam for this course.

Class Participation: Class participation will account for 15% of your grade. Class participation is NOT the
same thing as class attendance. You are expected to take an active role in this class, discussing the readings
and raising further topics of interest for discussion. Here is how it works: Each day in class [ will note who
adds to class discussion by writing down their name. People who speak in class get one point for that day.
People who simply attend receive zero points; those who do not attend class receive negative one point. At

the end of the semester these will be tallied up and divided by the total number of classes (minus days for




tests, reviews, and film days) and that percentage will be factored into your grade. I will assume you come to
class prepared and have done the reading, and thus I will not hesitate to call upon you to answer questions.

C’ P \ Quizzes and reflection papers: Af various points throughout the semester I will give short take home essay l
assignments or reflection papers. | also reserve the right to give in-class pop quizzes.

he Research Paper. Your research paper wili examine an example of the intersection of religion and global

[\ P \ politics that interests you. Discuss your intended paper topic with me by Sept. 13. 1 will assign paper topics

w o people who have not chosen a topic by that date. I reserve the right to approve your paper topic, and assign
a topic if [ feel yours is not appropriate, or duplicates work you have done in a previous course. The paper
will be a research paper based on primary and secondary sources, not an opinion piece. Internet blogs (unless
being used as examples of opinion pieces) and Wikipedia are not acceptable sources for your paper and your
grade will be lowered if these sources are nsed inappropriately. They may be used as examples of opinions,
but not as representatives of factual statements. Statements from these sources must be backed up by actual
peer-reviewed sources or main-stream media reports (for example New York Times, BBC, Reuters, etc.). [f
you submit an opinion piece not based on research you will receive a grade of zerc for your paper. If you are

C 2 unsure of the distinction between an opinion piece and a research paper please meet with the instructor.

-~

The paper will be 3500-4500 words in length (about 12-15 pages). Papers will be double-spaced,
stapled on the upper left-hand corner (no covers/cover sheets please), and prepared in a consistent style with
embedded references and a bibliography at the end. Consult journals such as Current Anthropology or
American Anthropologist for a clear style guide. You should have a good, solid introduction consisting of a

~

statenment of your topicor problenrand-apreview-of hiow you-intend-to-explore-andfor resolveit—Write-and
proofread your paper carefully (Note: Spell checking and proofreading are not the same thing). 1 expect you
to have an early draft for me to look over by Nov. 17 (worth 20% of your final paper grade) The final paper
is due on Dec. 6 at the start of class. No late papers will be accepted.

Additional guidehnes witl de discussed and distributed in class, thus this statement does not censtitute
a binding description of what is required for the paper.

The grading on your paper will break down as follows:

(l/b\ initial Bibliography 1 % of final paper grade (Due Oct. 20)
Rough Draft 20 % of final paper grade (Due Nov. 4)
Final Paper 70 % of final paper grade (Due April 25)
Total 100 %

Grading: Grades will be determined as follows:

Mid-term Exam 25 %

- lass participation 15%
C’ % *Quizzes and reflection papers 35%
*Research Paper 25%

Total 100%
COURSE SCHEDULE
Class 1/ Thurs, Aug 18;  INTRODUCTION TO COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR

Class 2/ Tues, Aug 23:  WHAT iS RELIGION? WHAT ARE RELIGIONS?
» Why Politics Can’t Be Freed from Religion, Chapter 1

Recommended additional readings:
* Garvey, J. F. (1993, “Introduction: Fundamentalism and Politics”, in M.E. Marty and R.S. Appleby {eds.),
Fundamentalisms and the State: Remaking Polities, Economies, and Militance, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, pp. 13-27,

Class 3 / Thurs, Aug. 25: MODERNIZATION, SECULARIZATION AND THE DECLINE OF RELIGION?
* Bereer, Peter. 1997, “Secularisin in Retreat.” National nterest 46: 3-11.




Class 4/ Tues, Aug. 30:  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS? [SLAM AND THE WEST

» Huntington, Samuel P. 1993. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs 72(32.22-49. ... .

o Lewis, Bemnard. 1990. "The Roots of Muslim Rage,” The Atlantic.

Recommended additional readings:

s Lewis, Bernard. 2001, “The Revolt of Islam: When Did the Confiict with the West Begin, and How Could it End?”
The New Yorker

- - R "
Class 5/ Thurs, Sept. 11 CRITICS OF THE CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS

Recommended additional readings:
+ Said. Edward W. 2001, “The Clash of Tgnorance.” The Nation, 273 (123 11-13.
o Naim, C.M. 1992. “The Qutrage of Bernard Lewis.” Social Text 30.
+ Russett, B.. J. Oneal, and M. Cox. 2000. “Clash of Civilizations, or Realism and Liberalisin Déja Vu? Some
Evidence” Journal of Peace Research 37(5): 533-608.
« McNeill, William H. 1997, “Decline of the West?” New York Review of Books 44(1). 9 January.

Class 6/ Tues, Sept. 6: SECULARISM IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: THE UNITED STATES AND IRAN
» Hurd, Elizabeth Shakman. 2004, The International Politics of Secularism: U.S. Foreign Policy and the Islamic
Republic of Tran. dlferratives: Global, Local, Political 29{2): 115-138.

Class 7/ Thurs, Sept. 8:  THE DIFFERENCE A DECADE MAKES RELIGION, POLITICS, AND PUBLIC LIFE

« A Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict panel discussing
developments in the decade since 9/11
¢ Class will meet in West Hall 135

e Why Politics Can’t Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 2, pp. 8 -- 28,

Class 8 / Tues, Sept. 13:  RELIGION AND POLITICS: “RELIGION”
= Why Politics Can't Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 2, pp. 38 - 61.
* Research Paper Topics Due

Class 9/ Thurs, Sept. 15: LIBRARY TUTORIAL AT HAYDEN LIBRARY
: e (Class will meet in Havden Library Room C-41

« Why Politics Can't Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 3, pp. 62-81.

Class 10/ Tues, Sept. 20:  RELIGION AND POLITICS: “POWER™
o Why Politics Can't Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 3, pp. 81-99.

Class 11/ Thurs, Sept. 22: RELIGION AND POLITICS: “POLITICS”
o Why Politics Can't Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 4

Class 12 / Tues, Sept. 27: RELIGION AND POLITICS: A TEST CASE: SUICIDE BOMBERS
o [Why Politics Can’t Be Freed from Religion, Chapters 5

Class 13 / Thurs, Sept. 29: FILM: TBA
Class 14 / Tues, Oct, 4: MID-TERM REVIEW
Class 15/ Thurs, Oct. 6:  IN CLASS MID-TERM

Class 16 / Tues, Oct. 11:  ISLAM AND GLOBALIZATION



» Globalized Islam, Chapter 1

Class 17 / Thurs, Oct, 13; ISLAM AND GLOBALIZATION
» Globalized Islam, Chapter 2

Class 18/ Tues, Oct. 18:  ISLAM IN THE WEST
» Globalized Islam, Chapter 4, skim chapter 3

Recommendad additional readings:

s Zolberg. A.R. and L. L.. Woon, 1999. Why Islam Is Like Spanish: Cultural Incorporation in Europe and the United
States. Politics & Society 27: 5-38. '

i Glass 19 / Thurs, Oct. 206: FILM: ISLAM IN THE WEST
: +  Bibliegraphies Due C_ 4

Class 20 / Tues, Oct, 25:  ISLAM IN THE WEST
e Globalized Islam, Chapter 6, skim chapter 5

Ciass 21/ Thurs, Oct. 27:  ISLAM, THE WEST AND AL-QAEDA
*  Globalized Islam, Chapters 7-8

'*;**W'—"-""'"*Giassﬂfl'”/ -Tues;y Nov I —AFGHANISTANAND THE RISE-OF TRANSNATIONAL TERRORISM
; . Juergensmeyer, Mark. 2008. “Transnational Networks: Global Jihad” Chapter 5 From his Global
Rebellion: Religious Challenges to the Secular State. from Christian Militias 1o Al Oaeda. Univ.
California Press., pp. 193-211.
¢  Take Home Essays on Globalized Islam Due

Class 23 / Thurs, Nov. 3:  RELIGIOUS FREEDOM aAND G1.OBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
s Freeing God’s Children, Chapters 1

Class 24 / Tues, Nov. 8:  RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
¢ [recing God's Children, Chapters 2-3

Class 25/ Thurs, Nov. 10: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
e [freeing God's Children, Chapters 4 and 6

Class 26 / Tues, Nov. 15: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
¢ Freeing God's Children, Chapters 8

Class 27/ Thurs, Nov. 17: GUEST LECTURE: SUDAN
» Rough Draft Due C ,L\

Class 28 / Tues, Nov. 22:  RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
s CLASS DISCUSSION
+ Take Home Essays on Freeing God’s Children Due

Thursday, Nov. 24 — Thanksgiving Rreak

Clasg 29 / Tues, Nov. 29 TS FOREIGN POLICY: ISRAEL AND THE END TIMES
*  Mearsheimer, J. and S. Walt. 2006. “The Israel Lobby.” London Review of Books 28(6).
+ Bacevich, A and E. Prodromou. 2004. “God Is Not Neutrai: Religion and U.S. Foreign Policy after
91 1.” Orbis 48(1): 43-54.
+  Weber, T. 1998. “How Fvangelicals Became Israel's Best Friend.” Christionity Today.




¢ Unger, C. 2005. “American ‘Rapture.”” Vanity Fair.com
* _Peristein, R. 2004, “The Jesus Landing Pad.* Village Foice, May 11" 2004,
B s Falwell, J. 2004. “God is Pro-war.” WorldNetDaily Commentary.
» Short media readings to be posted on Blackboard.
Class 30 / Thurs., Dee. 11 Film CONTROL RoOM (-, <

e  Take Home Essays on US Foreign Policy: Ysrael and the End Times

Class 31 / Tues, Dec. 6:  Ciass Discussion of Research Papers
s Papers Due at Start of Class C — &/

Grading

A/A- = consistently outstanding achievement in the course

B+/B = work of good to very good quality, but not consistently outstanding

B-/C+/C = acceptable level of competence and basic understanding of material
C-/D+/D = minimally adequate; student may not be ready for further related coursework
E = unsatisfactory and unworthy of credit

THE FINE PRINT :
o Ireserve the right to change course readings or the class schedule throughout the course of the semester.

*  Readings for this course in no way reflect the opinions of the instructor, the Department of Religious Studies, the
School for Global Studies or Arizona State University. Readings have been selected to show a diversity of views
oa the topics under discussion and to enhance class-room discussions on the topics,

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: In this class we will discuss complex issues about which some class members may have
sirong feelings. However, this class is for learning about these issues, not trying to convince other students that your
viewpoint is the correct one or that theirs is the wrong one. Classroom discussion is not a platform for you to denounce
religions other than your own, rather it is aimed at discussing the topic at hand to enhance owr mutual understandings of
complicated tssues from a variety of nuanced perspectives. To encourage broad participation and in the name of
. creating a comfortable and secure academic environment in which all class members feel free to express their veasoned
opinions in class, I will have a zero tolerance policy for the fotlowing behaviors:

s  Hate speech of any kind

. Violent, theeatening or disruptive behavior

. Any other violations of (he Universiiy's Code of Condugr.

Any students I deem to be violating this code of conduct will be removed and dropped from the class. If you have any
questions regarding this policy please contact your dean.

ASSIGNMENTS:
. Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Papers arriving at the end of, or after, class are considered one day
late.

2. Except in the case of emergencies, you should netify me before rather than after a late assignment is due. Late

papers unaccompanied by a letter from a doctor, counselor, or funeral director will be penalized a third of a grade
{an A- becomes a B+, eic.) for each 24 hour period after it is due. To be clear, turning in an assignment any time
during the first 24 hours after it is due is penalized a third of a grade; between 24 and 48 howrs two thirds of a
grade, etc. Materials submitted more than 7 days after the due date will receive a grade of F. Even with a letter -
from a doctor, counselor, or funeral director, extension times must be reasonable.

3. Do not leave papers in my mail box or put them under my door without having the department secretary to date
and sign them. Otherwise, they are dated by me when [ have them in hand.

4. Papers occasionally get lost, so you are required to retajn a copy of your paper. Do not hand in your only copy.

5. D¢ not expect me to answer e-mails sent after 7pm until the next day.

COMMUNICATION WITH INSTRUCTOR:
¥ I donot have a telephone in my office so you can not call me, piease rely on e-mail.
#  Please include your name in all e-mails that you send me. Unsigned e-mails will not be answered.




T

# Do not expect me 1o answer e-mails sent after 7pm until the next day.
#  All course relevant e-mails will be sent to your asu.edu accounts. You are respensible to check this account for any
course updates.” R SR . .

ATTENDANCE, MAKE-UPS: Attendance is mandatory for all classes. Missed classes will lead to a lower grade. Class
participation constitutes 10% of your grade. There are no make ups for mixed quizzes. If you miss more than three
classes you will receive a zero for the semester for class participation.

WITHDRAWALS AND INCOMPLETES: It is the student’s responsibility to inform the professor if they are withdrawing from the
class or seeking an incomplete. For University policies on withdrawals see

hitp://www.asu edu/aad/catalogs/general/ug-enrollment. htrml#49444

ACADEMIC HONESTY: The Department of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: “Student Academic
Integrity Policy.” See: http.//provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity

Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. Al members of the academic
community must be confident that each person’s work has been responsibly and honorably zcquired, developed, and
presented. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not that effort is successful.
The academic community regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that
range from probation to expulsion. [ is vour responsibility to know what constitutes plagiarism. Claiming to not
understand what constitutes plagiarism will not be accepted as an excuse and you will fail the class.

You may not submit a paper written for another class to meet the requirements for this class. If you do you will,
minimally, receive a zero on that paper, and could receive an F for the course, as well as be referred to the dean’s office
for further sanctions.

FOOTNOTE 18: [ am willing to discuss the possibility of doing a Footnote 18 honors contract for the course. However,
[ require that all Footnote 18 contracts be completed. Thas if pou fuil to submit your Footnote 18 honors project at the
end of the semester pou will FAIL the class regardiess of your grade on other assigrments, as well as frave your
Footnote 18 contract rejected. This is not open for negotiation. {f you have any doubts as to your ability to finish a
Footnote [8 contract do not sign up for one.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Students with disabiiities or special needs are advised 1o contact the Disability Resource
Center at (480) 965-1234 for information regarding its services or its website at:
http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/ed/drc/
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Globalized Islam

Fhe S h New Umm
The Search for 2 New Ummah
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Columbia University Press
New York

i assaciation with the Cenlre d’Etudes ef de
Recherches Internationales, Paris
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A FEW YEARS AGO the first volume coming out of the Fundamentalism Project
landed on my desk. The Fundamentalism Project was generously funded by the
MacArthur Foundation and chaired by Martin Marty, the distinguished church historian
at the University of Chicago. While a number of very reputable scholars took part in it,
and although the published results are of generally excellent quality, my contemplation of
this first volume evoked in me what has been called an Aha! experience.

Now, the book was very big. Sitting there on my desk, massively, it was of the "book-
weapon” type, the kind with which one could do serious injury. So [ asked myself: Why
would the MacArthur Foundation pay out several million doilars to support an
international study of religious fundamentalists? Two answers came to mind. The first

was cbvious and not very interesting: The MacArthur Foundation is a very progressive
outfit; it understands fundamentalists to be anti-progressive; the Project, then, was a
matter of knowing one's enemies. The second was a more interesting answer: So-called
fundamentalism was assumed to be a strange, difficult-to-understand phenomenon; the
pterpose of the Project was to deive into this alien world and make it more
understandable.

But here came anocther question: Who finds this world strange, and to whom must it be
made understandable” The answer to that question was easy: people to whom officials of
the MacArthur Foundation normally talle, such as professors at American elite
universities. And with this came the Aha! experience: The concern that must have led to
this Project was based on an upside-down perception of the world. The notion here was
that so-called fundamentalism (which, when all is said and done, usually refers to any
sort of passionate religious movement) is a rare, hard-to-explain thing. But in fact it is not
rare at all, neither if one looks at history, nor if one looks around the contempaorary world.
On the contrary, what is rare is people who think otherwise. Put simply: The difficult-to-
undersiand phenomenon is aot Iranian mublahs but American university professors.
{Would it, perhaps, be worth a multi-mitlion-doliar project to try to explain the latter
group?)

The point of this little story is that the assumption that we live in a secularized world is
false: The world today, with some exceptions attended to below, is as furiously religious
as it ever was, and in some places more so than ever. This means that a whole body of
literature written by historians and social scientists over the course of the 1950s and '60s,
loosely labeled as "secularization theory", was essentially mistaken. In my early work [
contributed Lo this literature and was in good company so deing-—-most sociologists of
religion had similar views, There were good reasons for holding these views at the time,
and some ot these writings still stand up. But the core premise does not.

The key idea of secularization theory is simple and can be traced to the Enlightenment:
Modernization necessarily 1cads to a decline of religion, both in society and in the minds
of individuals. It is precisely this key idea that has turned ouf to be wrong. To be sure,
modernization has had some secularizing effects, more in some places than in others. But
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The Clash of Civilizations?

Samuel P. Huntington

THE NEXT PATTERN OF CONFLICT

WOoRLD POLITICS Is entering a new phase, and intellectuals have
not hesitated to proliferate visions of what it will be~—the end of his-
tory, the return of traditional rivalries between nation states, and the

&L

decline of thematiomstate fron the Li)llﬂi(,iitlg puﬂb of tribaltsrrand
globalism, among others. Each of these visions catches aspects of the
emerging reality. Yet they all miss a crucial, indeed a central, aspect
of what global politics is likely to be in the coming years.

It is my hypothesis that the fundamental source of conflict in this
new world will not be primarily ideological or primarily economic.
"The great divisions among humankind and the dominating source of
conflict will be cultural. Nation states will remain the most powerful
actors in world affairs, but the principal conflicts of global politics will
occur between nations and groups of different civilizations. The clash
of civilizations will dominate global politics. The fault lines between
civilizations will be the battle lines of the future.

Conflict between civilizations will be the latest phase in the evo-
lution of conflict in the modern world. For a century and a half after
the emergence of the modern international system with the Peace of
Westphalia, the conflicts of the Western world were largely among

SamueL P. HuntineTon is the Eaton Professor of the Science of
Government and Director of the John M. Olin Institute for Strategic
Studies at Harvard University. This article is the product of the Olin
Institute’s project on “The Changing Security Environment and
American National Interests.” :
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Why so mrany Muslims deeply resent the West, and why their bitterness will not easily he
mollified
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in one of his letters Thomas Jefferson remarked that in matters of religion "the
maxim of civil government” should be reversed and we should rather say,
“Bivided-we-standranitedwefall T this remarlcfeffersarrwassetting forth
) 26 ~ with classic terseness an idea that has come to be regarded as essentizally

oo Amnerican: the separation of Church and State. This idea was not entirely news; it

Tweet  had some precedents in the writings of Spinoza, Locke, and the philosophers of
the European Enlightenment. It was in the United States, however, that the
principle was first given the force of law and gradually, in the course of two
centuries, became a reality.

GEEETY

More  If the idea that religion and politics should be separated is velatively new, dating
back a mere three hundred years, the idea that they are distinct dates back
alinost to the beginnings of Christianity. Christians are enjoined in their
Scriptures to "render ... unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto Ged
the things which are God's." While opinions have differed &s to the real meaning
of this phrase, it has generally been interpreted as legitimizing a situation in WERITERS
which twe institutions exist side by side, each with its own laws and chain of
authority—one concerned with religion, called the Church, the other concerned

~FhATanReEitiGsam

with politics, called the State. And since they are two, they may be joined or
separaied, subordinate or independent, and conflicts may arise between them
over questions of demarcation and jurisdiction.

Matthew O'Brien

This formulation of the problems posed by the relations between religion and
politics, and the possible solutions to those problems, arise frorn Cheistian, not
universal, principles and experience. There are other religious traditions in which
religion and politics are differently perceived, and in which, therefore, the
problems and the possible solutions are radically different from those we linow in
the West. Most of these traditions, despite their often very high leve! of
sophistication and achievement, remained or hecame local—limited to one region
or one culture or one people. There is one, hawever, that in its worldwide

Alexis C. Madrigal

WMegan Garber

distribution, its continuing vitality, its universalist aspirations, can be compared
to Christianity, and that is Islam. David A. Graham

Islam is one of the world's great religions. Let me be explicit aboul whal I, as a
historian of 1slam who is not a Muslim, mean by that. Islam has brought comfort
and peace of mind to countless millions of men and women. 11 has given dignity
and meaning to dreh and impoverished lives. It has taught people of different

Matt Schiavenza

races to live in brotherhood and people of different creeds to live side by side in
reasonable tolerance. It inspired a great civilization in which others besides

v theallantic.convimag azinefarchive/t1990/09the-roots- of-muslim-rage/304643/ 15
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i ffieth-anstiversan-yearrthe-State-of Jsrack-has-fio-better—Jesws—vwas-b oraministered was

friendy-than-Americad evangelicals. So it seancd o Israch
 Prirmie Miniszer Benjansin Neeanyaha when e addressed the
Voices United for Tsracl Conference in Washingron, D.C.,
in April 1998, Most of the 3,000 in attendance were evangeli-
cals, including Ralph Reed of the Christtan Coalition. Kay
Artinir of Precepr Ministries, Jane Hanson of Women’s Aglow,
and’ Brindr Gustavsor OF the Nadional Religious Broadeasters,
(Jeriy Falwell and Pic Roberrson supported the conference but
didd not auend

On the day before, hc mer with President Bill Clinton, swhoe
urged Bim:to trade West Bank land for. puace with thre Palestinians,
Neanvahu old the corference: “We have no greater friendy and
alfies dian the people sitting in tisroon..™

To mmy observers, the dose reladonship berween Ismel and
mgny American evangelicals seems batfing, Many American
evangelicals pledige thetr love for the Stare ot Tsracl, supporr its
L]aum against thiwe of the Palestinians, and resist anything that
might undercur Ixrael’s vecusity. Bur they also targer Jows for
evangelism and soshetimes blame them for dhe mess the world.is
in. Isracl eagerly accepts evangelicatisnys public suppore amd ag-
gressively courts ity leaders, Bur nuany fews bitterly condemn
Chaistian proselyrism and do what they can o restrict the acgivi-
ties of missiopacies in Isrdel. Mevertheless, both sides seem to be
gerting more than enough our of their relatienship.

The dose te berween evangelicals aod fsrael is impareane Ir
hay shaped popualar opinion in Amwrica and, 1o some cient.
{15, forcgn poficy. To understand how ir developed, one must
know something about how many evangelicals interprer Bible
prophecy and whart difference chele beliefs have made in the
world of polities.

Why do evangelicals eare so much about Israel? How: did this

special :datmnsh[p develop? Whar has it produced? O the most
s level, evangelivals fove Tseae] Lecavse of the Rible. Many
ey mgdn.als have vivid memeories of siming in Sunday scheol
roons, staing ar maps of Bibke Lands and ]mmu;g o Bible seer
vies week after week. Through sueh experiences, evangelicals
cante o view the Bibles story as their own and the land of the
Bible as a Kind of homie away from home. Lsrael is where the Lord

critcified, and rose again, Bvery
year thousands of evangelicals ke
what am¢unts 1o a religious pil-
grimage o Issadl to “walk where
Fesus walived™ and see for rhem-
selves places they have wead abour
their whele fives,

Evaagelicals” view of the Bible
nwu rhcm a pmpru.r‘n’\ mtu(_sr n
Tseael. T i the Hoty Land, the siee
of God's mighty deds. Tn €Wy,
they think the Promised Land
bislongs e them. as nuich as it does
to lsrachs.

Whriting the end-times script
Bar there is much more o the evangelical-Tsrae] connection:
Manst of those whe gathered in Washington 1o show their sup-
pout For fsrael believe thar the Holv-Land will be grovnd zero for
events swirounding the seeoitd coming of Jesus Chrise. Such
evangelicals read dic Bible as chough it were o huge jigsaw puzzlc
of prophecies, with Isracl iy the center. They believe thar hsman
history is following 2 predetermined divine seeipr, and they and
Israc! ave simply playing their assigned roles.

These bfiefs come ous of a complex sestem of biblical interpre-
tation koown as disprersationadism, whicl s version of prensllen-
nialism (the belief thar Christ will reruam beforesenting up his millen-
nial kingdoniy, As the name implies, dispensitonalism divides up
the Bible and human history tno various ems or disponsatiuns,
based- o how God dends wich humaniry, Bagic 10 the system was
the way it detected two distingt diving plans, one for an “earthly™
people (Isracl) and the other for a “haavenhy?” prople (the dmuh)

According 1o John Nelson Dashy, the hwhshmm whia shaped dis-

}x;m.mnn.‘hsm in the mid-1800s, biblical proplecies tor one groug
do net apply o the ocher, and Ged deals with only one groug ata
time, Thos “riglnly dividing the ward of wuch” {2 Tim. 2:153
means keeping the-owo peoples and programs completely soparaze.
God's dealings with Israel are the key to the dispensational

CHRISTI’AN!T-Y TODAY: OCTOBER 5.1995 39
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American Rapture

Best-seliing author and evangelical leader Tim LaHaye has coniacts that extend
to the White House. That could spell trouble, since his théology espouses a
bloody apocalypse in Israel.

by Craig Unger

n a scorching afternoon in May, Tim Lakaye, the 79-year-old co-author of the
“Left Behind” series of apocalyptic thrillers, leads several dozen of his aLolytes
up a feng, winding path to a hilltop in the 9
ancient fortress city of Megiddo, 1srael
LaHaye is not a household name in the secular world,
but in the paralle] universe of evangelical Christians he
is the ultimate cultural icon. The author or co-author
of more than 75 beoks, LaHaye in 2003 was named
the most influential American evangelical leader of the
past.2g vears by the Institute for the Study of

American Evangelicals. With more than 63 million
copies of his “Left Behind” novels sold, he is one of the
best-selling authors in all of American history. Here, a
group of about go evangelical Christians who embrace
the astonishing theology he espouses have joined him
in the Holy Land for the “Walking Where Jesus
Waiked” tour.

Megidda, the site of about 20 different civilizations

over the last 10,000 years, is among the first stops on our pilgrimage, and, given that
LaHaye's specialty is the apoealypse, it is also one of the most important. Alexander the
Great, Saladin, Napoleon, and other renowned warriors all fought great battles here. But if
Megiddo is to go down in history as the greatest battiefield on earth, its real test is vet to
come. According to the beok of Revelation, the hill of Megiddo—Dbetter known as
Armagedden—will be the site of a cataclysimic battle hetween the forces of Christ and the
Antichrist.

o get a good look at the battlefields of the apocalypse, we take shelter under 2
makeshift lean-to at the top of the hill. Wearing a floppy hat to proteet bim from
the blazing Tsraeli sun, LaHaye yields to his colleague Gary Frazgier, the tour
organizer and founder of the Texas-based Discovery Ministries, Inc., to explain
what will happen during the Final Days.

“How many of vou have read the ‘'Left Behind’ prophecy novels?” asks Frazier.
Almost evervone raises a hand.

“The thing that you must know,” Frazier tells them, “is that the next event on God’s
prophetic plan, we believe, is the catching away of the saints in the presence of the Lord.
We call it ‘the Rapture”

Frazier is referring to a key biblical passage, in the first book of Thessalonians, that savs
the Lord wilk "descend from heaven with a shout.... The dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we which are zlive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air™

The words “caught up” are sometimes translated as “raptured.” As a result, adherents cite
this as the essential seriptural depiction of the Rapture.

www.vanityfair.comvpolitics/features/20051 2fraplure200512 M3
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Bush White House checked with rapture Christians before

latest Israel move (\/7/
Rick Perlstein

published: May 11, 2004

It was an e-mail we weren't meant to see. Not for our eyes were the notes that showed White House
staffers taking two-hour meetings with Christian fundamentalists, where they passed off bogus social
science on gay marriage as if it were holy writ and issued fiery warnings that "the Presidents {sic]
Administration and current Government is engaged in cultural, economical, and social struggle on
every level"—this to a group whose representative in Israel believed herself to have been attacked by
witcheraft unleashed by proximity to a volume of Harry Potter. Most of all, apparently, we're not
supposed to know the National Security Council's top Middle Fast aide consults with apocaly ptic

Christians eager to ensure American policy on Israel conforms with their sectarian doomsday
scenarios. But now we know.

"Everything that you're discussing is information you're not supposed to have,” barked Pentecostal
minister Robert G. Upton when asked about the off-the-record briefing his delegation received on
March 25. Details of that meeting appear in a confidential memo signed by Upton and obtained by the
Voice.

The e-mailed meeting summary reveals NSC Near East and North African Affairs director Elliott
Abrams sitting down with the Apostolic Congress and massaging their theological concerns. Claiming to
be "the Christian Voice in the Nation's Capital,” the members vociferously oppose the idea of a
Palestinian state. They fear an Israeli withdrawal from Gaza might enable just that, and they object on
the grounds that all of Old Testament Israel belongs to the Jews. Until Israel is intact and Sclomon's
temple rebuilt, they believe, Christ won't come back to earth.

Abrams attempted to assuage their concerns by stating that "the Gaza Strip had no significant Biblical
influence such as Joseph's tomb or Rachel's tomb and therefore is a piece of land that can be sacrificed
for the cause of peace.”

Three weeks after the confab, President George W. Bush reversed long-standing U.S. policy,
endorsing Israeli sovereignty over parts of the West Bank in exchange for 131 ael s disengagement from
the Gaza Strip.

In an mnterview with the Voice, Upton denied having written the document, though it was sent out

from an e-mail account of one of his staffers and bears the organization’s seal, which is nearly identical

to the Great Seal of the United States. Its idiosy neratic grammar and punctuation tics also closely

match those of texts on the Apostolic Congress's website, and Upton verified I\ey details it recounted

mcludmg the number of participants in the meetmg ("45 ministers including wives™) and its conclusion
“with a heart-moving send-off of the President in his Presidential hehcopter

Upton refused to confirm further details.

Affiliated with the United Pentecostal Clwurch, the Apostolic Congress is part of an important and
disciplined political constituency courted by recent Republican administrations. As a subset of the

v llag evo ce.comrdcontent/printVersion/ 183402/ 15
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(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)

"To every thing there is a season, and a time 1o every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that waich is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heai a
time to break down, and 2 time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time
to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones togeather; a time to embrace, and a time
to refrain from embracing: A time o get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time
to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate: a
tirme of war, and a time of peacs,”
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Chrislians have struggled with the issue of war for centuries. Before Jesus arrived
an the scene, all good people wrestled with war and the existence of evil. Thankfuily,
the Bible is not silent on the subject.

Befare we sxarine war, though, let's look at the God of Peace,

One of God's primary attribuies is peace. lsaiah said the Messiah would bear these
names: Wonderfut Counsefor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace
(lsaizh 9:6). God iongs for all people to live in peace. That is how He created the
universe — in total peace and harmeny.

Christians are to be peaple of peace.

One of the most notable biblical commands to live in peace is in Romaas 12:18: " it
be possible. as much as fieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”

With the Bible clear on our responsibility to five peaceably, it seems that there would
be no reason to ever go fo war. However, if one depends on the Bble as a
guidepost for living, it is readily apparent that war is sometimes a necessary option.
In fact, just as there are numercus references to peace in the Bible, there are
frequent references to God-ordained war,
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The Clash of Ignorance | The Nalion

Tell Secretary of State John Kerry: Slop the Keystone XL Pipeling. % [a: 1w ]

The Clash of Ignorance

Edward W. Said xader g, 2000 | This article appeared inthe Detober 22, 2001 edRiun uf The Nation.

S laiem Tweeti79) s

SUBSCRIEE .

Samuel Huntington's ardicle “The Clash of Civifizations?" appeared in the Summer 1993 jssue of Forgign Aflairs,
where if immedialely aliracted a surprising amouni of alention and reaclion. Because the article was intended to
supply Americans with an original thesis about “a new phase” in world pofitics after the end of the cold war,
Huntington's lerms of argumert seemed compellingly lasge, bold, even visionary. He very clearly had his eye an
fvals in the policy-meking ranks, theorists such as Francis Fukuyama and his “end of histony ideas, as well a5 Ibe
legions wha had celebrated the onset of globzlism, Iibalism and the dissipation of the siate. Butthey. he alfowed,
had understood only some aspects of this new period. He was sboul 1o announce the “crucial, indeed a centrai,
aspect” of what "global polilics is likaly 1o he In the coming years,” Unhesitaingly he pressed on;

Apeaithe A

Edward W. Said

We mourn the loss of Edward Said, who
passed away on lhe moming of Thursday,
Seplember 25, 2002, Edward W, Said, the...

At

Aln0

The Essenlial Terrosist Ewsays

With the “war on terros” now official

*Itis myhypothesis that the fundamenial source of conflictin this
new word will not be primarily ideolagical or primarily conomic.
The great divisions among humanking and the dominating source
of conflict wid be cullural. Naton states will remain the mest
powerful actars in warld affairs, but the principai conflicts of global
poliics will occur between nations and graups of different
civilizations. The cfash of civlizations will dominate giobal politics.
The faull lines between chilizations will be the batile lines of the
future.”

Mostaf the argumentin the pages ihat followed relied on & vague
nolion of semething Huntington called “civilization idently” and

nomenclawre, the

problemalic conflating of ethnic, refigious and
“errers (' identiles

i pow & maller ot pabkicy as well as media
distortion. in & 1986 bock

review, Edward Said argues prescienty
againstthe

dangeraus “terrorism craze -'dangeraus
because it consalidales the

immense, unrestrained pseudopalriotic
nardissism we are nourishing.”

Edward W. 5aid

A Canfiguration of Themes (Pacty}
This essay--Edward W, Said's firstpiece for
The Nawon from the magsdna's May 30,
1966, issue-is 3 special satection from The
Hation Digital Archive. I you wani Lo read
everything The Malion has ever pubfished by
Said, ciick hera for informalion an how &
acquire individual access ta the Archive—an
electronic database of every Nation article
since 1865

Edword W Soid

“the interactions among seven or eight [sic] majar civilizations,” of
which the canflict between two of them, Islam and the Wweast, gels
the lian's share of his attention, In this belligerent kind of thought,
he reflies neavily on a 1990 anticle bythe veleran Orenalisl
Bernard Lewis. whose ideological colors are manifestinils tite,
"The Reots of Muslim Rage.” In both aricles, the persontiication of
enormous entties called "the West" and “islam”is recklessly
affirmed. as it hugely compiicaled matiers like identity and culiure
exsted in a carloonlike world where Papeye and Bluio bash each
other mercilessly, with one always mare viluovs pugiist geaing
the upper hand over his adversary. Cerwinly neither Huntinglon
nerLewis has much ime 1o spare for the internal dynamics and
plurality of every civilizafion. or for the (zot that lhe major contesiin
most modern cullures concems the gefinilion or inlerpretaton ot
ezch cullure, or for the unalractive pessibility that a great deal of
demagogy and downright ignorance is involved in presuming lo
speak for 2 whole religion or civilization. Mo, the Weslis the West,
and Islam Istam.

The challenge for Weslem policy-makers, says Hunlington, is o
make sure that the Wes! gets stronger and fends olf 2l the others,
Islam in padicular. Mere raubling is Huntinglon's assumption thal

ichis lo sureyihe enin

his parspeciv
cutside all ordinary attachments and hidden loyalties, is the
corract one, as if everyone else were scurrying around looking for

am 2 perch

the answers thalhe has alreadyiound. in facl, Huntingion is an

ideologist, someone who wanls 1© make “riviizaiions" and “idenlifes” into whatiney are not shut-down, sealed-ofT
entitizs lhal have been purged of the myrisd currents and counlercurrents thatanimate human hislary. and that
over ceflurias have made it possible for that historynet only lo canlain wars of religion and impenal conguestbul

alse io be ene of exchange, crass-fertilzation and sharing. This far less usibje historyis ignored in the rush to
ghlight the ludicrousty camprass ed and conslricted warfare thal "the dash of civilizalions” argues is the reality.

When he published his bock by the same tille in 1886, Hurtington tried to give his argument alitle more sublety
and many, manymore footncles; all he did. however, was corfuse himseif and demonsiraie whal a lumsy writer
end inelegant thinker he was.

The basic paradigm af Wesl versus the rest (the coid war apposilicn reformulated) remeined untouched. and this
is what has persisled, allen insidiously and implicilly, in discussion since he erfible events of Seplember 11, The
carefully planned and homendous, patholagically mofvated suicide altack and mass slaughler by a small group of
deranged militanils has been lumed nto proof of Hunbaglon's thesis, instead of seeing it for what it is—-the caplure
of big ideas { use lhe word foos ely) by 3 inyband of crazed fanalics for crirminal purposes--aternatonzt
luminaries Yom former Pakistani Prime Minisler Benazr 8hulto to Nalian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi have
pontifcated aboul Islam's troubles, and in the iatters case hawe used Hunlingtan's ideas to rant on abaul the
West's supenonty, how “we™ have Mozait and Michelangale and they don. (Berluscen: has since made a
halfnearied apology for his insull to "Islam.”}

Butwhy nolinslead see parallels, adpitedly les s speclacutar in their destructiveness, for Osama bin Laden and
his followers in cudls like the Branch Dawdians or the disciples of the Rev. Jim Jones at Guyana or he Japanase
Aum Shinrikyp? Even the nomally s ober Briish weekly The Econemisl, inits issue of Seplemper 22-28, can'tresisl

wiwvthenation.comvarticle/clash-ig norance?page=1ul

14
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The Outrage of Bernard Lewis // [\/L

The 1990 Jefferson Lecture, nineteenth in the distinguished series
sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, was given
by Bernard Lewis, Cleveland E. Dodge Professor Emeritus of Near
Eastern Studies at Princeton University. The announced, somewhat
modest, title of his lecture was "Western Civilization: A View from the
East," but the Associated Press inits report described it as a discourse
on "why Muslims hate America." That was perhaps also the original
aim, for when the text, slightly re-worked, appeared in The Atlantic
Monthly, it bore the title: "The Roots of Muslim Rage."A/The editors
complemented the rhetoric of the essay by putting on the cover a
painting of a hugely turbaned and scowling "Muslim,” his eyes starred
and striped with passion.

The
honor conferred by the federal government for distinguished
intellectual achievement in the humanities." Sadly, the essay by Bernard
Lewis is not particularly distinguished. Mostly it consists of stale
generalisations and a selective, even disingenuous, use of evidence. In
brief, Lewis pits (1) a monolithic, monochromatic Islam against (2) a
West whose definition and parameters he changes at will. At the same
time, (3) while every action of the West is contextualised in history,
actions on the part of the Muslim are only "textualised" within what he
calls "the classical Islamic view." Lastly, (4} Lewis indulges in psycho-
social generalisations of the silliest kind.

IEH Jefferson Lecture is described by its organisers as "the hi

M A jEreloOt LECTY C b ARAE

Lewis begins by quoting Thomas Jefferson on the separation of the
church and the state, then makes the statement that the problem and its
solutions arose "from Christian, not universal, principles and
experience." "There are other religious traditions,” he continues, "in

waww columii a.edufile/meal ac/pritchett/00litlinks/aim/amiig Lities/23bernardlewis.himi
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Clash of Civilizations, or Realism and Liberalism
Déja Vu? Some Evidence®

BRUCE M. RUSSETT

Deparement of Political Science, Yale University

JOHN R. ONEAL

Department of Political Science, University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa

MICHAELENE COX

Department of Folitical Seience, University of Alsbama at Tuscaloosa

We assess the degree to which propositions from Samuel Huntington's The Clash of Civilizations and
the Remaking of World Order can account for the incidence of militarized intersrate disputes between
countries ducing the period 1950-92. We find that such traditional reaiist influences as contiguity.
alliances, and relative power, and liberal influences of joint dernocracy and interdependence, provide a
much better account of interstate conflict. Pairs of states split across civilizational boundaries are no
¢ - maore likely to become engaged in disputes than are other states ceterdt paribus. Even disputes between
the West and the rest of the world, or with [slam, were no more comman than those between or within
tmost other groups. Among Huntington’s eight civilizations, interstate conflict was significantly less likely
only within the West; dyads in other civilizations were as likely to fight as were states split across civiliz-
ations, when realist and Yiberal influences are held vunstunt. The doninasce of o civillgaion by a core
state, demacratic or not, does little to inhibit violence within the avilization. Contrary to the thesis
that the clash of civilizations will replace Cold War rivalries as the greatest source of conflict, militarized
interstate disputes across civilizational boundaries became fess common, not mere s0, as the Cold War
waned. Mor do civilizations appear to have an important indirect influence on interstate conflict through
SN the realist or liberal variables. They help 1o predict alliance patterns but make little contribution to
explaining political institutions or comemercial interactions. We can be grateful that Huntington chal-
lenged us to consider the role that civilizations might play in international relations, but there is little
evidence that they define the fault lines alorg which international conflict is apt to oceur.

His book conveys a challenge, like he wants us to refute him
Daring us, by scaring us, to doubt him or dispute him
Which is fine for academic-argument-displaying

As long as someone powerful won't act on what he’s saying.

{Tipson, 1997: 168-169)

financial support. The data used in our analyses can be
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hetpi//bama.ua.ede/~joreat/jpr2000_data.
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Decline of the West? by William H. McNeill | The New York Review of ... http://www.nybooks.com/adicles/archives/1 997/jan/09/decline-of-the-we...

Decline of the West?

JANUARY 9, 1897

William H. McNeill

The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
by Samuel P. Huntington
Simon and Schuster, 367 pp., $26.00

Samuel Huntington has written a powerful and disturbing book. He scoms the universalist
ambitions and assumptions that have characterized American foreign policy since 1917 or
before. He rejects buth the hope of a1 world “safe for democracy™ in the idiom of World War I

and a world where everyone enjoys the Four Freedoms, in the idiom of World War 11,
because, he writes, “Western belief in the universality of Western culture suffers from three
problems: 1t is false; it is immoral; and it is dangerous.” It is false because other civilizations
have other ideals and norms; immoral because “imperialism is the necessary logical
consequence of universalism”; and dangerous because “it could lead to a major
intercivilizational war.” Instead, he advocates an emerging configuration of power requiring
mutual accommodation between blocs of different “civilizations,” an accommodation which,
he argues, 1s already coming into being, whether we fike it or not.

In his words:

Spurred by modernization, global politics is being reconfigured along cultural lines.
Peoples and countries with similar cultures are coming together. Peoples and countries
with different cultures are coming apart. Alignments defined by ideology and
superpower relations are giving way to alignments defined by culture and civilization.
Political boundaries increasingly are redrawn to coincide with cultural ones. ... Cultural
communities are replacing Cold War blocs and the fault lines between civilizations are
becoming the central lines of conflict in global politics.

As evidence of these tendencies Huntington points to the Soviet-Afghan war of 1979-1989
and the Gulf War of 1990-1991. “Both wars began,” he says, “as straightforward invasions of
a one country by another but were transformed into and in large part redefined as civilization
wars. They were, 1n effect, transition wars to an era dominated by ethnic conflict and fault
line wars between groups from different civilizations.” After they were concluded, he writes,
the new style of “fault line wars™ between different civilizations was visibly and definitively
launched in Bosnia, just as the ideological warfare of the earlier part of the century was

1of11 ’ 4/16/2013 9:08 PM
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The Israel Lobby
John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt

For the past several decades, and especially since the Six-Day War in 1967, the centrepiece
of US Middle Eastern policy has been its relationship with Istael. The combination of
unwavering support for Israel and the related effort to spread ‘democracy’ throughout the

region has inflamed Arab and Islamic opinion and jeopardised not only US security but that
of much of the rest of the world. This situation has no equal in Amwerican political history.
Why has the US been willing to set aside its own security and that of many of its allies in
order to advance the interests of another state? One might assume that the bond between
the bwo countries was based on shared strategic interests or compelling moral imperatives,

but neither explanation can account for the remarkabie level of material and diplomatic
support that the US provides.

; Instead, the thrust of US policy in the region derives almost entirely from domestic politics,
and especialiy the activities of the ‘Tsrael Lobby’. Other special-interest groups have
managed to skew foreign pelicy, but ne lobby has managed to divert it as far from what the
naticnal interest would suggest, while simuitaneously convincing Americans that US
interests and these of the other couni{ry — in this case, Israel — are essentially identical.

Since the October War in 1973, Washington has provided Israel with a level of support
dwarfing that given to any other state. It has been the largest annual recipient of direct
economic and reilitary assistance since 1976, and s the largest recipient in total since
World War Two, to the tune of well over $140 billion (in 2004 dollars). Israel receives
about 33 billion in direct assistance each year, ronghly one-fifth of the foreign aid budget,

and worth about $500 a year for every Israeli. This largesse is especially striking since
Israel is now a wealthy industrial state with a per capita income roughly equal te that of

' South Korea or Spain. -

Other recipients get their money iz quarterly installments, but Israel receives its entire

opriati beginning of each fiscal i it. - Beoge
appropriation at the beginning of each fiscal year and can thus earn interest on it. Most H G Vi Liren el

recipients of aid given for military purposes are required te spend all of it in the US, but Ginsberg, Hajden-Camuth
. . . . C ek Befioa, and Philip-Roth and
Israel is allowed to use roughly 25 per cent of its allocation td subsidise its own defence nliniats eetaorship-babiving

smotonal damags 2od gred

industry. Tt is the only recipient that does not have to account for how the aid is spent, iy

which makes it virtually impossibie {o prevent the money from being used for purposes the
US epposes, such as building settlements on the West Bartk. Moreover, the US has provided ]
Israel with nearly $3 billion to develop weapons systems, and given it access to such top- : k ThE'!MiT" Pras:
drawer weaponry as Blackhawk helicopters and F-16 jets. Finally, the US gives Israel access T

to intelligence it denies to its Nato allies and has turned a blind eye to Israel’s acquisition of FROM THE ARCHIVE
nuclear weapons. .

What is Labour for?
Washington also provides 1srael with consistent diplomatie support. Since 1982, the US has John Lanchester: Five More
vetoed 32 Security Cound] resolutions critical of Israel, more than the total number of Years of This?
vetoes cast by all the other Security Council members. It blocks the efforts of Arab states to The Rendition of Abu Omar
put Israel’s nuclear arsenal on the JAEA’s agenda. The US comes to the reseue in wartime Johs Foot awaits the trial of

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n06/meard1_htmi 4/20/2009
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God Is Not Neutral: - - OL
Rehg1on and U.S. Foreign Policy after 9/ 11

by Andrew J. Bacevich and Elizabeth H. Prodromoﬁ

Andrew J. Bacevich (bacevich@bu:edu) teaches al Bosion University, where he directs the
Center for International Relations. Elizabeth H. Prodromou {ehpk@bu.edu} is zn assistant
professar of intemnational relations at Boston University and also serves as associate director of )
BU's Institule on Religion and World Affairs (IRWA). Earlier versions of this paper were first
presenced for discussion at IRWA and at FPRI's Study Group on America and the West, chaired

by James Kopth The authors ackrovdedge the many—useful commens—offered—omborh
occasions, '

eorge W. Bush is a man of genuine religious conviction. Since

September 11, 2001, his personal religiosity has had a marked effect

on U.S. foreign policy. But observers draw different conclusions as to
what the effect has been.

In'thie eyes of his supporters (who are not all religious believers); Bush
has infused U.S. policy with a moral clarity and conviction that it lacked prior
" to 9/11. He has returned the United States to its true mission as agent of
universal human freedom. To his critics {(who are not necessarily .non-
believers), 9/11 caused Bush to see the world in simplistic, even Manichean
terms. Critics charge the president with having made 1J.S. policy not moral, but
moralistic. The result, they say, has been to heighten fears abroad that U.S.
policy is rigid, arrogant, bellicose, and perhaps even messianic. Critics at home
also charge that, in practice, such an approach io policy is unsustainable, and
thai in the long run it will only open the United States to allegations of cynicism
and hypocrisy.

Both sides may be at least partially right. The 2003 Gulf War and
policy statements such as the September 2002 National Security Strategy
suggest that the trauma of 9/11 reinforced preexisting tendencies locking to
create a global Pax Americana. This paper considers the role of religion in
that process. In particular, we suggest that in the aftermath of 9/11,
conceptions of justice, largely evangelical in their origin, became fused with a
set of policy prescriptions aimed at transforming U.S. national security
strategy. Religion has been rendered an inswrument used to provide moral
jUS[lﬁC&thn for what is, in effect, a sirategy of empire.
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