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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 

 
Course information: 
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog.

Academic Unit School of Social Transformation Department Women and Gender Studies 

Subject WST Number 313 Title Women and Sexuality  Units: 3 

Is this a cross-listed course?  
If yes, please identify course(s) 

No 
      

Is this a shared course? No If so, list all academic units offering this course       
Course description:  
 “Explores contemporary U.S. women’s sexuality in social context, including how women’s sexuality is portrayed in 
popular media, medicine, and education, how girls learn to think about sexuality, and how public policies address 
women’s sexuality.”      

Requested designation: (Choose One) 
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation requested 

Eligibility:  
Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university’s review and approval process.  
For the rules governing approval of omnibus courses, contact the General Studies Program Office at (480) 965–0739. 

 
Area(s) proposed course will serve:  
 A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area 
 requirement and more than one awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two 
 core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  With departmental consent, an approved General Studies 
 course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major program of study.  
  
Checklists for general studies designations: 
 Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 

 Literacy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L) 
 Mathematics core courses (MA) 
 Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses (CS)  
 Humanities, Fine Arts and Design core courses (HU) 
 Social and Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB) 
 Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG)  
 Global Awareness courses (G)  
 Historical Awareness courses (H)  
 Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C) 

 

A complete proposal should include: 
 Signed General Studies Program Course Proposal Cover Form 
 Criteria Checklist for the area 
 Course Syllabus 
 Table of Contents from the textbook, and/or lists of course materials 

 
Contact information: 

Name Yasmina Katsulis Phone 4806779461 

Mail code 6403 E-mail: yasmina.katsulis@asu.edu 

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Georganne Scheiner Gillis Date: 1/7/14 

Chair/Director (Signature):        
 



Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 
 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES [C] 
 
 

Rationale and Objectives 
 
The contemporary "culture" of the United States involves the complex interplay of many different cultures 
that exist side by side in various states of harmony and conflict.  The history of the United States involves 
the experiences not only of different groups of European immigrants and their descendants but also of 
diverse groups of American Indians, Hispanic Americans, African Americans, and Asian Americans--all of 
whom played significant roles in the development of contemporary culture and together shape the future of 
the United States.  At the same time, the recognition that gender, class, and religious differences cut across 
all distinctions of race and ethnicity offers an even richer variety of perspectives from which to view 
ourselves.  Awareness of our cultural diversity and its multiple sources can illuminate our collective past, 
present, and future and can help us to achieve greater mutual understanding and respect. 
 
The objective of the Cultural Diversity requirement is to promote awareness and appreciation of cultural 
diversity within the contemporary United States through the study of the cultural, social, or scientific 
contributions of women and minority groups, examination of their experiences in the U.S., or exploration 
of successful or unsuccessful interactions between and among cultural groups. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 
 

ASU--[C] CRITERIA 
 CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES

YES NO  
Identify 
Documentation 
Submitted 

 1.  A Cultural Diversity course must meet the following general  
     criteria: 

      

  
            The course must contribute to an understanding of 

cultural diversity in contemporary U.S. Society. 
 

      

 2.   A Cultural Diversity course must then meet at least one of        
  the following specific criteria:  

      

  

a.  The course is an in-depth study of culture-specific 
elements, cultural experiences, or cultural contributions 
(in areas such as education, history, language, literature, 
art, music, science, politics, work, religion, and 
philosophy) of gender*, racial, ethnic and/or linguistic 
minority groups** within the United States.  

 

      

  

b. The course is primarily a comparative study of the 
diverse cultural contributions, experiences, or world 
views of two or more gender*, racial, ethnic and/or 
linguistic minority groups** within the United States. 

 

      

  

c.    The course is primarily a study of the social, 
economic, political, or psychological dimensions of 
relations between and among gender*, racial, ethnic 
and/or linguistic minority groups** within the United 
States. 

. 
*Gender groups would encompass categories such as the 
following: women, men, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender 
individuals, etc. 
 
**Cultural, racial, ethnic, and/or linguistic minority groups in the 
U.S. would include categories such as the following:  Hispanics, 
African Americans, Native Americans/First Peoples, Asian 
Americans, Jewish Americans, Muslim Americans, members of 
the deaf community, etc.  

 
 

      

 



Cultural Diversity [C] 
Page 3 
 

 

 
Course Prefix Number Title Designation 
WST  313 Women and Sexuality CULTURAL 
 
 
 
Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from checksheet) How course meets spirit
(contextualize specific 

examples in next column) 

Please provide detailed 
evidence of how course 

meets criteria (i.e., where in 
syllabus) 

Example-See 2b. Compares 2 
U.S.  cultures  

Example-Compares Latino & 
African American Music 

Example-See Syllabus Pg. 5 

See 2a. Gender and Culture in the 
U.S. 

1) applies the concept of 
heteronormativity and gender 
policing, and the role of the 
media in constructing these social 
processes, to discuss how girls 
sexualities incorporate specific 
sexual/gendered scripts 
 
2) examines the impact of social 
instutions such as medicine and 
education and the military in 
shaping women's sexualities, 
including their experiences of  
stigma and sexual violence  

1) See Syllabus Weeks 1 and 2 
(pgs. 14-15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) See Syllabus Weeks 4,5, and 
6 (pgs. 17-19) 

See 2b. Sexual Diversity in the 
U.S. 

1) examines the complex 
interrelationships between gender 
sexualities, and sexual identities, 
and compares experiences and 
perspectives around 
homosexuality, bisexuality, 
transgender, and intersex 
 
1) examines the diversity of the 
sexual marketplace in 
prostitution, including how class 
impacts outcomes  

1) See Syllabus Week 3 (pg. 16) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) See Syllabus Week 7 (pg. 20) 
 

 





























COURSE CHECKLIST 

 

This course does not require that you purchase any books to complete your readings.  There are three 
types of readings in the course: 

1) Those available through the ASU library online (note the hyper link entitled LIBRARY LINK) 
2) Those available through the ASU e-reserve library online (note the hyperlink entitled E-

RESERVE 
3) Those available directly through the course platform (there is no link to these, just go to the week 

description area of the course platform to access these readings – they are entitled COURSE 
PLATFORM 

In order to access the e-reserve items, please follow these instructions: 

1) A complete list of WST 313 readings available through the ASU Libraries course e-reserves can 
be found using the E-RESERVE hyperlink.   

2) To read an individual article, first click on the hyperlinked title. 
3) You will be brought to an information page for that specific article. To access the PDF of the full 

article, click on the link that says: Accept the policy cited below and retrieve the article. (Access 
limited to current students, faculty and staff) 

4) You will be asked to login with your ASURITE ID and Password and you will then be directed to 
the PDF. 

5) Questions? Having issues accessing the articles? Contact Juliann Couture, Women & Gender 
Studies Librarian: jcouture@asu.edu 

 

Week 1 

___ Read your Syllabus and Take the Syllabus Comprehension Quiz 

 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #1:   Sexuality and Social Theorizing  

___ Lecture #2:   Gender Policing 

 

Readings 

___   Myers, Kristen and Laura Raymond. (2010). Elementary School Girls and Heteronormativity: 
The Girl Project.  Gender & Society, 24, 167-188. LIBRARY LINK 



___ Lewis, Amanda E and Bay-Cheng, Laina Y. (2006). Our "Ideal Girl": Prescriptions of Female 
Adolescent Sexuality in a Feminist Mentorship Program. Affilia, 21(1), 71–83. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Martin, Karin A. (2009). Normalizing Heterosexuality: Mothers’ Assumptions, Talk, and  
Strategies with Young Children. American Sociological Review, 74, 190–207.  LIBRARY LINK 

 

Assessments 

___ Quiz #1 

 

Week 2 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #3:   Doing Girlhood  

___ Lecture #4:   Romantic Scripts and Popular Culture 

___ Lecture #5:    Youth Sexuality and Popular Culture 

___ Video:              Sexy Inc.: Our Children Under the Influence 

 

Readings 

___ Vickery, Jacqueline Ryan. (2009). "i HATE HATE HATE being single" and "why is getting a bf 
so hard for me?": Reproducing Heteronormative Femininity on gURL.com. Girlhood Studies 
2(1), 40–53.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Zlatunich, Nichole. (2009). Prom Dreams and Prom Reality: Girls Negotiating “Perfection” at the 
High School Prom.  Sociological Inquiry, 79(3), 351–375.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Ingraham, Chrys. (2008). McBride Meets McDreamy: Television Weddings, the Internet, and 
Popular Film. In White Weddings: Romancing Heterosexuality in Popular Culture, 2nd Edition 
(pp. 169-218). New York: Routledge. E-RESERVE 

___ Sternheimer, Karen. (2003). Fear of Sex: Do the Media Make Them Do it?  In It's not the Media: 
The Truth about Pop Culture's Influence on Children. Westview Press. E-RESERVE  

___ Carpenter, Laura M.  (2009). Virginity Loss in Reel⁄Real Life: Using Popular Movies to Navigate 
Sexual Initiation. Sociological Forum, 24(4), 804-827.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Stephens, Dionne. (2010). Hip Hop Honey or Video Ho: African American Preadolescents’ 
Understanding of Female Sexual Scripts in Hip Hop Culture.  LIBRARY LINK 



Assessments 

___ Quiz #2 

Week 3 

 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #6:   Sexual Orientation: Identity vs. Practice    

___ Lecture #7:  Intersex and Transgender 

___ Lecture #8: Sexual Sub-Cultures and Social Geography   

 

Readings 

___ Ward, Jane. (2008). “Dude-Sex: White Masculinities and `Authentic' Heterosexuality Among 
Dudes Who Have Sex With Dudes.” Sexualities 11(4): 414-434. LIBRARY LINK    

___ Escoffier, Jeffrey. (2003). “Gay-for-Pay: Straight Men and the Making of Gay Pornography.” 
Qualitative Sociology 26(4): 531-555. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Diamond, Lisa M. (2005). “I’m Straight, but I Kissed a Girl: The Trouble with American Media 
Representations of Female-Female Sexuality.” Feminism and Psychology 15(1), 104-110.  
LIBRARY LINK 

___ Haas, Kate. (2004). Who Will Make Room for the Intersexed? American Journal of Law & 
Medicine 30(1): 41-68. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Kessler, Suzanne. (2010). Defining Genitals: Size Does Matter. In Sex Matters, 3rd Edition, 
Edited by Stombler, et al., 23. COURSE PLATFORM 

___ Green, Jamison. (2010). Sex and the Trans Man. In Sex Matters, 3rd Edition, Edited by Stombler, 
et al., 24-26. COURSE PLATFORM 

___ Wilkins, Amy C. (2004). “‘So Full of Myself as a Chick’: Goth Women, Sexual Independence 
and Gender Egalitarianism.” Gender & Society 18(3): 328-349.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Bogle, Kathleen. (2007). The Shift from Dating to Hooking up in College: What Scholars Have 
Missed. Sociology Compass 1(2): 775–788. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Nash, Catherine Jean, & Alison Bain. (2007). “Reclaiming Raunch”? Spatializing Queer 
Identities at Toronto Women’s Bathouse Events. Social & Cultural Geography 8(1):47-62. 
LIBRARY LINK 

 



Assessments 

___ Quiz #3 

Week 4 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Video:                Orgasm, Inc (The Trailer) 

___ Lecture #9:   Medical Models of Female Sexuality     

___ Lecture #10:   Female Sexual Pleasure  

___ Lecture #11: Women and Pornography   

___  Video:               The Perfect Vagina 

  

Readings 

___ McGann, P.J. (2006) Healing (Disorderly) Desire: Medical-therapeutic Regulation of Sexuality. 
In Handbook of the New Sexuality Studies, Edited by Seidman, et al. New York: Routledge, 390-
402. E-RESERVE 

___ Braun, Virginia. (2005). In Search of  (Better) Sexual Pleasure: Female Genital “Cosmetic” 
Surgery. Sexualities 8(4): 407-424. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Hartley, Heather. (2006). The ‘Pinking’ of Viagra Culture: Drug Industry Efforts to Create and 
Repackage Sex Drugs for Women. Sexualities 9(3): 363-378.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Juffer, Jane. (1998). The Mainstreaming of Masturbation? Making Domestic Space for Women's 
Orgasms. In At Home with Pornography: Women, Sex, and Everyday Life. New York: New 
York University Press, 69-96.  E-RESERVE 

___ Howard, Hilary. (2011). Vibrators Carry the Conversation. New York Times, April 21, 2011: E1.  
Accessed Online [http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/21/fashion/21VIBRATORS.html#]  

 

Assessments 

___ Quiz #4 

  



Week 5 

 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #12a:   Sexual Health 

___ Lecture #12b: Sexual Health   

___ Lecture #12c:    Sexual Health (Mini Video Lecture on Drinking and Sexual Health) 

___ Lecture #13a:   Sex Education 

___ Lecture #13b:   Sex Education 

Readings 

___ World Health Organization. (2009). Women and Health: Today's Evidence, Tomorrow's Agenda, 
43-46. HIV, Sexually Transmitted Infections, and Cervical Cancer.  Geneva, Switzerland. 
COURSE PLATFORM 

___ Mukherjee, Joia S. (2007). Structural Violence, Poverty and the AIDS Pandemic. Development, 
suppl. Poverty 50. 2: 115-121. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Farmer, Paul. (1999). "Lata." In Infections and Inequalities. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 72-76. E-RESERVE 

___ Maticka-Tyndall, Eleanor. (1992). “Social construction of HIV transmission and prevention 
among heterosexual young adults.” Social Problems 39, 238-252.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Guttmacher Institute. (2006). "Facts on Sex Education in the United States" Sheet.  Accessed 
Online [http://www.thetalkinstitute.com/articles/factsonsexedinus.pdf]. 

___ Fields, Jessica. (2007). "Knowing Girls: Gender and Learning in School-Based Sexuality 
Education." In Sexual Inequalities and Social Justice. Edited by Niels Teunis and Gilbert H. 
Herdt. Berkeley: University of California Press, 66-85.  E-RESERVE 

 

Assessments 

___ Quiz #5 

  



Week 6 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #14:   Sexuality, Stigma and Power  

___ Lecture #15a:   Sexual Danger and Violence 

___ Lecture #15b: Sexual Danger and Violence 

___  Lecture #15c:    Sexual Danger and Violence (Mini-Video: Culture, Power, and Romance) 

___ Video:                Rape in the Military 

 

Readings 

___ Nack, Adina. (2000). Damaged Goods: Women Managing the Stigma of STDs. Deviant 
Behavior: An Interdisciplinary Journal 21: 95-121. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Pascoe, C.J. (2005). 'Dude, You're a Fag': Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse. 
Sexualities 8(3): 329–346. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Micell, Melinda. (2010). In the Trenches: LGBT Students Struggle with School and Sexual 
Identity. E-RESERVE 

___ Armstrong, Elizabeth A., et al. (2006). Sexual Assault on Campus: A Multilevel, Integrative 
Approach to Party Rape.  Social Problems 53(4): 483-499. LIBRARY LINK 

___ Nagel, Joane. (2003). Sex and War: Fighting Men, Comfort Women, and the Military-Sexual 
Complex. In Race, Ethnicity, and Sexuality: Intimate Intersections, Forbidden Frontiers, pp.  
177-179.  Oxford University Press. E-RESERVE 

 

Assessments 

___ Quiz #6 

  



Week 7 

 

Videos/Lectures 

___ Lecture #16:  Sex Work, Trafficking and Migration 

___ Lecture #17:   Sex as Work 

 

Readings 

___ Leuchtag, Alice. (2003). Human Rights, Sex Trafficking, and Prostitution.  Humanist 63(1): 10-
16 LIBRARY LINK 

___ Katsulis, Yasmina, et al. (2010). “Female Sex Workers and the Social Context of Workplace 
Violence in Tijuana, Mexico.” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 24(3), 344-362.   LIBRARY 
LINK 

___ Brents, Barbara G., and Kathryn Hausbeck. (2010).  Marketing Sex: U.S. Legal Brothels and Late 
Capitalist Consumption. Sexualities 10(4): 425–439.  LIBRARY LINK 

___ Bernstein, Elizabeth. (2007). Sex Work for the Middle Classes.  Sexualities 10(4): 473–488.  
LIBRARY LINK 

 

Assessments 

___ Quiz #7 

 

Week 7.5 

___ FINAL EXAM 
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