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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

LITERACY AND CRITICAL INQUIRY - [L]

Rationale and Objectives

Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence in written and oral discourse. Critical
inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of university study
may require unique critical skiils which have little to do with language in the usual sense (words), but the
- analysis of spoken and wrilten evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus, the General

Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason critically and
communicate using the medium of language. ‘

The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inquiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inquiry
must be sustained beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skill in every student;
. and, second, that the skills become more expert, as well as more secure, as the student learns challenging

subject matter. Thus, the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement stipulates two courses beyond First
Year English.

Most lower-level [L] courses are devoted primarily to the further development of critical skills in reading,

writing, listening, speaking, or analysis of discourse, Upper-division [L] courses generally are courses ina
particular discipline into which writing and critical thinking have been fully integrated as means of learning -
the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned,

Students must complete six credit hours from courses designated as [L.], at least three credit hours of which
must be chosen from approved upper-division courses, preferably in their major. Students must have
completed ENG 101, 107, or 105 to take an [L] course.

Notes:

. ENG 101, 107 or ENG 105 must be prerequisites

2. Honors theses, XXX 493 meet [L] requirements ‘ )

3. The list of criteria that must be satisfied for designation as a Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L] course
is presented on the following page. This list will help you determine whether the current version of
your course meets all of these requirements. If you decide to apply, please attach a current syllabus,
or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies
Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal.
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

TO QUALIFY FOR [L] DESIGNATION,THE COURSE DESIGN MUST PLACE A .
MAJOR EMPHASIS ON' COMPLETING CRITICAL DISCOURSEwAs EVIDEN CED BY
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

CRITERION 1: At least 50 percent of the grade in the course
should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches,
|Z| . I:l or in-class essay examinations. Group projects are acceptable
only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence,
and prepares a summary report

1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades-—and indicate
the proportlon of the final grade that is determined by each assignment.

e Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information
nC=1", . :

.. . ) Syllabus, title pages
E D CRITERION 2: The composition tasks involve the gathering, | .4 tables of contents
interpretation, and evaluation of evidence from texts

1. Please describe the way{s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design

Please cirele, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syHabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process—-and label this information

||C_2H.

CRITERION 3: The syllabus should include a minimum of Syllabus, title pages
|E D two substantial writing or speaking tasks, other than or in and tables of contents
addition to in-class essay exams from texts

1. Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that
are included in the course requirements

2. "Also:

Please ciré]e, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in -
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label thls information
HC 3” .
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Lo e L Submitted s
CRITERION 4; These substantial writing or speaking Sylabus

assignments should be arranged so that the students will get

g I:I timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to

help them do better on subsequent assignments. /ntervention at

eqriier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed

I. Please describe the seqﬁence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current {or
most recent) course instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments

2.7 Also:

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syilabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information

IFC“4"-
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Course Prefix Number

Title

Designation

REL : 350

Hinduism

L

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

riteria (from checksheet)

I How course meets spirit - | ' Please
(contextualize specifi¢ examples.

" in next colu

The grade is based primarily on the
three essay assignment and the two
in-class exams (both 90% essay
exams), but can be raised by good
contributions to the class
discussions or lowered by repeated
absences

See the sections on "course
requirements” and "grades"

The essay assignments generally
ask students to analyze an assigned
passage from Hindu literature.
Students must read the passage
carefully. interpret what it is
saying, and make an argument
based on the passage for a
particular interpretation of it.

This is found in the essay
assignments themselves, and
adumbrated in the syllabus under
"course requirements.”

The course requirements include
three separate, required essay
assignments which are not identical
with the midterm and final exams.

see the requirements as listed on
the syllabus

The essay assignments are spaced
about a month apart, and the essays
almost always get corrected within
a week of their being submitted.
This gives students a couple of
weeks to reflect on the comments
on one paper (and in some cases to
come to the professor's office to
discuss the paper) before the next
one has to be written. Many
students improve greatly from one
paper to the next, and several
submit drafts and outlines for
subsequent papers after not doing

The dates of the assignmehts on
the sample syllabus are Feb. 13,
April 3, and April 29.

very well on the first.
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SCHOOL, OF
Historical, Philosophical
& Religious Studies

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

REL 350 Hinduism
Spring 2013

Instructor: Anne Feldhaus, Professor of Religious Studies

Office Location: COOR 6656 Class Location: ED226
Office Hours: MW 1:15-2:45 Schedule Line #: 19196
E-mail: Anne.Feldhaus@asu.edu Class Day/Time: MW 3-4:30

Religious Studies
Main Office: COOR 4595, (480) 965-5778
Undergraduate Advising: COOR 3301, (480) 965-8364

Course Description:
An introduction to major texts, practices, and ideas of Hindu traditions in India.

General Studies, Knowledge and Skills Goals of the Course:

» knowledge of the history and major themes of Hindu religious traditions

» an understanding of roles of religion in individual and collective life in South Asia
o the ability to read and analyze primary and secondary texts

» the ability to discuss Hindu religious texts and practices orally and in written work

Required Reading:

Axel Michaels, Hinduism Past and Present.

Ainslie Embree, editor, Sources of Indian Tradition, volume 1.

Speaking of Siva, translated by A. K. Ramanujan.

The Bhagavad Gita, translated by Barbara Stoiler Miller (also available as an e-book through the ASU
library: http://site.ebrary.com.ezproxyl.lib.asu.edu/lib/asulib/docDetail.action?docID=10137611).

C. 1. Fuller, The Camphor Flame. o
Supplemental readings available on Blackboard and at the Alternative Copy Shop (SW corner of Mill
and 10" Street, 480-829-7992, alttempe@alternativeprintandcopy.com. They advise that you call or
email them first to make sure they have a copy for you to buy.)

Course Requirements
1. Regular ATTENDANCE.
2. Completion of READINGS before the class for which they are listed.
3. Informed PARTICIPATION in class discussions.
£1,2,3 "4, Writing three original PAPERS (approximately 3-5 pages each), due in hard copy IN

4 CLASS on February 13, , April 3, and Aprit 29 AND electronically through SafeAssignment on
Blackboard by 6 p.m. on the day the paper is due in class. (You must submit each paper both
ways by the deadline.)
5. Making a MAP of South Asia, due in class on January 28.
6. Mid-term and final EXAMINATIONS, as listed.



SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

M. Jan. 7
W. Jan. 9

Introduction to the course
Introduction to the study of Hinduism; Indus Valley Civilization
READ Michaels, Hinduism Past and Present, pp. xvii, 3-32.

I. Vedic Religion

M. Jan. 14
W. Jan. 16
M. Jan. 21
W, Jan. 23

M. Jan. 28

W. Jan. 30

The Vedas

READ Sources of Indian Tradition, Volume I, pp. 3-28; Michaels, pp. 33-36, 201-
211.

Vedic Hymns

REREAD Sources, pp. 7-28; READ Michaels, pp. 47- 57 Thomas Hopkins, The
Hindu Religious Tradition, pp. 14-30 (The book is on reserve in Hayden Library, and
this chapter is included in the reading packet you can get from the Alternative Copy
Shop). _

Martin Luther King Day! NO CLASS

The Upanishads

READ Sources, pp. 29-39; Mlchaeis pp. 259-264; Hopklns pp. 36-51 (available on
Blackboard and on reserve at Hayden Library)

The Upanishads, continued '

REREAD Sources, pp. 29-39; MAP DUE

Jainism (and Buddhism} '

READ Sources, pp. 43-75; Michaels, pp. 36-38

II. Dharma and Moksha

M. Feb. 4
W. Feb. 6

M. leb. 11

W. Feb. 13

W. Feb. 18

M. Feb. 20

The Goals of Human Life: Pleasure and Power

READ Sources, pp. 203-12, 234-44, 254-60

The Goals of Human Life, continued: Dharma

READ Sources, pp. 213-33; Michaels, pp. 71-158

The Goals of Human Life, continued: Moksha, Renunciation, and Yoga

‘READ Michaels, pp. 315-325; Patrick Olivelle, “Ascetic Withdrawal or Social
Engagement” {in reading packet at the Alternatlve Copy Shop; also available on
Blackboard) :

Introduction to Indian philosophy

FIRST PAPER DUE (Analysis of an assigned passage from the Upantshads) iz,
Hindu Philosophy: Samkhya and Yoga

READ Sources, pp. 296-308; Michaels, 264-268

Hindu Philosophy: Vedanta '

READ Sources, pp. 308-19; Michaels, pp. 269-276

II1. Classical Hindu Theism

M. Feb. 25

W. Feb. 27

M. Mar. 4

W. Mar. 6

Introduction to the Hindu Epics and Puranas

READ Michaels, pp. 38-42, 58 62; LEARN the broad outlines of the Ramayana and
Mahabharata

The Bhagavad Gita

READ Sources, pp. 276-80; The Bhagavad-Gita, translated by Barbara Stoler Miller
(the whole book! Buy a copy, or read it online as an e-book)

PARTICIPATE knowledgeably in class discussion on the B hagavad Gita

Finish discussion of Gita; review for mldterm exam -

MIDTERM EXAM

¢4



M. Mar. 18 Puranic Gods and Goddesses

READ C. 1. Fuller, The Camphor Flame, pp. 148-173; Michaels, pp. 211-223
W. Mar, 20 Puranic Gods and Goddesses, continued

READ Fuller, pp. 174-197; Michaels, pp. 223-227

IV. Hindu Ritual Life
M. Mar. 25 Purity and Pollution; Social Hierarchy
READ Michaels, pp. 159-200
W, Mar. 27 Society and Divinities
READ Fuller, pp. 3-56, Michaels, 226-241.
M. Apr. 1 Puja and Sacrifice; Village Rituals ,
' READ Fuller, pp. 57-105, 128-154; Michaels, pp. 241-245
W. Apr. 3 Pilgrimages and Pilgrimage Festivals _
READ Fuller, pp. 204-223; Michaels, pp. 283-295; SECOND PAPER DUE CZ. 1&"‘

- V. Medieval Bhakti Movements
M. Apr.8  Bhakti as Protest _ )
READ A. K. Ramanujan, Speaking of Siva, pp. 19-90

. W. Apr. 10  Bhakti in History

READ Michaels, pp. 62-65, 252-259
M. Apr. 15 Women and Men, Devotees and Gods
READ Sources, pp. 365-69; Ramanujan, pp. 111-42
W. Apr. 17 Bhakti in Maharashtra: the Varkaris
READ selections from Says Tuka (poems by Tukaram, translated by Dilip Chitre, in
reading packet from the Alternative Copy Shop and on Blackboard)
M. Apr. 22 Muslims and Hindus in India
READ Sources, pp. 381-391, 447-468; Michaels, pp. 43-47
W. Apr. 24  North Indian Sants and Sikhism
READ Sources, pp. 371-78, 493-500
M. Apr. 29  Review for final exam
THIRD PAPERDUE (¢ 2 ,C¢

FINAL EXAMINATION Monday, May 6, 12:10-2 p.m.

Grading:
BASE GRADE: 50% papers; 50% exams /44 ,
Repeated absences {more than two) can lower your grade.,
Evidence of failure to do the readings on time can lower your grade.
Thoughtful, informed participation (including goed questions) can raise your grade.

Attendance, Make-ups:
You must attend every class. You must be on time to class.
Repeated absence or lateness will lower your grade.

‘Make-up exams will be available only if you have a documented heaith or family emergency.

Withdrawals: https://students.asu.edu/withdrawal
Incompletes: hitp://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ssm/ssm203-09.html

‘Academic Honesty: The Faculty of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Academic Integrity Policy.

See https://provost.asu.edu/index.php?ga=academicintearity.
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