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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

HISTORICAL AWARENESS [H]

Rationale and Objectives

The lack of historical awareness on the part of contemporary university graduates has led recent studies of
higher education to call for the creation and development of historical consciousness in undergraduates
now and in the future. From one perspective historical awareness is a valuable aid in the analysis of
present-day problems because historical forces and traditions have created modern life and lie just beneath
its surface. From a second perspective, the historical past is an indispensable source of national identity
and of values which facilitate social harmony and cooperative effort. Along with this observation, it should
be noted that historical study can produce intercultural understanding by tracing cultural differences to their
origins in the past. A third perspective on the need for historical awareness is summed up in the aphorism
that he who fails to learn from the past is doomed to repeat it. Teachers of today's students know well that
those students do not usually approach questions of war and peace with any knowledge of historic concord,
aggression, or cruelty, including even events so recent as Nazi and Stalinist terror.

The requirement of a course which is historical in method and content presumes that "history" designates a
sequence of past events or a narrative whose intent or effect is to represent such a sequence. The
requirement also presumes that these are human events and that history includes all that has been felt,
thought, imagined, said, and done by human beings. The opportunities for nurturing historical
consciousness are nearly unlimited. History is present in the languages, art, music, literatures, philosophy,
religion, and the natural sciences, as well as in the social science traditionally called History.



Historical Awareness [H]

Page 2

Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

A » DA WA

THE HISTORICAL AWARENESS [H] COURSE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

YES

NO

Identify
Documentation
Submitted

1. History is a major focus of the course.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Ponting Text 1 - 17
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 17

2. The course examines and explains human development
as a sequence of events.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17

3. There is a disciplined systematic examination of human
institutions as they change over time.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17

X | XX
L O O

4. The course examines the relationship among events, ideas,
and artifacts and the broad social, political and economic
context.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE:

e Courses in which there is only chronological
organization.

e Courses which are exclusively the history of a field of
study or of a field of artistic or professional endeavor.

e Courses whose subject areas merely occurred in the past.
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Course Prefix Number Title Designation
HIS 190 Environmental History Historical

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

Criteria (from checksheet)

How course meets spirit
(contextualize specific examples
in next column)

Please provide detailed
evidence of how course meets
criteria (i.e., where in syllabus)

1. History is a major focus of the

course

Course provides a survey of the
environmental impact that
humans have had upon the
Earth. This historical overview
starts with hunter-gatherer
societies and will progress up to
current times. This survey will
examine humans' environmental
impact on: social groups, natural
resources, and physical

environments.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17

2. The course examines and
explains human development as

a sequence of events.

Starting with the origins of the
Earth and progressing through
such crucial events as the
beginnings of agriculture and
industry, this course investigates
and analyzes humans'
environmental impact on the
earth from the time when the
first humans existed in small
bands limited to hunting and
gathering food and advances in
a logical sequence up to the
industrialized, high tech

societies of today.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 -16
Ponting Text 1 - 17
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3. There is a disciplined systematic
examination of human institutions
as they change over time.

This course provides a
comprehensive investigation of
the relationship between ideas
and events regarding the
environmental impact of humans
on the Earth from their origins

until the present.

This historical overview starts
with hunter-gather societies and
1) will progress up to current
times. This survey will examine
humans' environmental impact
on: social groups, natural
resources, and physical

environments.

2) Investigates and analyzes
humans' envirnomental impact
on Earth from the time when the
first humans existed in small
bans limited to hunting &
gathering food, and advances in
a logical sequence up to the
industrialized, high tech
societies of today.

3) Industrialized, urbanized
society that marks contemporary
life. Students will examine the
numerous ways that human
institutions have evolved over
this time due to humans'
environmental impact, and how
humans have reacted to their

challenges.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17
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4. The course examines the
relationship among events, ideas,
and artifacts and the borad social,
political and economic context.

This course porvides a
comprehensive investigation of
the relationship between ideas
and events regarding the
environmental impact of humans
on the earth from their origins

until the present.

Course Comps 1 - 15
Syllabus Weeks 1 - 16
Ponting Text 1 - 17




Justification of How HIS190 meets the Specific Criteria for [H]

HIS190, Environmental History, fulfills the criteria established by ASU to teach students about the ways
in which human beings have affected the earth’s environment; and the impact that humans’ actions
have had upon our planet’s lands, water supply, and atmosphere.

This course is historical in content and method. Thus, it presents and analyzes as a sequence of events
the environmental history and impact of humans on the planet earth. Beginning with the earliest
humans organized into hunter-gatherer societies and progressing to the contemporary, industrialized,
high tech, urbanized world of today, this course examines the various human actions that have affected
our environment. Moreover, the impact of these deeds upon the earth’s lands, water, and air will also
be presented.

HIS190 provides an organized, detailed investigation of human institutions as they change by the
following process: Originating with a study of some of the earliest human beings (hunter-gatherer
societies), progressing through such monumental changes as the development of agriculture and
industry, and how these have changed human beings and the planet that they reside on. Finally, the
course culminates with a look at the possible future environmental impact that humans and their
actions will have on the earth.

This course provides a comprehensive investigation of the relationship between ideas and events
regarding the environmental impact of humans on the earth from their origins until the present.



OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Environmental History

Course: HIS190 Lecture 3 Credit(s) 3 Period(s) 3.0 Load
Course Type: Academic

First Term: 2014 Fall Load Formula: S- Standard

Final Term:

Description: Survey of the environmental history of the world from hunter-gatherer
societies to the present including but not limited to social groups, natural resources, and
physical environments and impacts on the Earth.

Prerequisites: Prerequisites: None.

MCCCD Official Course Competencies

. Describe the history of the Earth's geography, geology, and physiology. (I)

. Identify the various ways that humans have explained their existence. (1)

. Identify the effect of hunter-gatherer groups on the Earth's environment. (111)

. Explain the impact and transformation of agriculture on the Earth's environment. (IV)

. Identify and explain the hazards of the harmful effects of agriculture. (V)

. Identify and explain the numerous challenges of providing enough food to survive. (V1)

. Explain the destructive impact of humans upon the earth. (\V11)

. Express the ways that various social groups exploited one another. (VII1)

. Examine the effects of population growth on the environment. (IX)

10. Identify and explain diseases and illnesses and the consequences on humans and the Earth.
(X)

11. Identify and explain the impact of the Industrial Revolution on various social classes and the
Earth. (X1, XII)

12. Describe urbanization and how it affected natural resources. (XII1I)

13. Identify the various elements that led to the destruction of natural resources. (X1V)

14. Evaluate and summarize the effect of climate change and the destruction of the ozone layer
upon the earth and its inhabitants. (XV)

15. Review and predict future possibilities for humans and the environment. (XVI)
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MCCCD Official Course Outline

I. History of Earth
A. Continental Drift
1. Geography

2. Geology

3. Physiology

B. Climate

C. Other

I1. Methods of Thinking
A. Philosophies

1. Ancient World

2. Christian

3. Marxist
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OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Environmental History

Course: HIS190 Lecture 3 Credit(s) 3 Period(s) 3.0 Load
Course Type: Academic

First Term: 2014 Fall Load Formula: S- Standard

Final Term:

B. Ideology of progress
C. Modern economics
D. Other

I11. Hunter-Gatherer Epoch
A. Technology

B. Progress

C. Impact

D. Other

IV. Transformations

A. Origins of agriculture
B. Southwest Asia

C. China

D. Mesoamerica

E. The Andes

F. Mesopotamia

G. Egypt

H. Indus Valley

I. Other

V. Agricultural Obliteration and Recovery
A. Sumerians

B. Deforestation

C. Mayans

D. The Nile Valley

E. Other

VI. Battle for Survival
A. Climate impact

1. Population

2. Food

B. Famine

C. Agricultural improvements
D. Other

VII. Violations

A. European influence
B. Extinctions

1. Passenger pigeon

2. Other

C. New Species

D. Fishing

E. Fur Trade

F. Seal industry

G. Whaling
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OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Environmental History

Course: HIS190 Lecture 3 Credit(s) 3 Period(s) 3.0 Load
Course Type: Academic

First Term: 2014 Fall Load Formula: S- Standard

Final Term:

H. Timber

I. Minerals

J. Fertilizer

K. Other

VIII. Social Groups

A. European Colonization
B. Slavery

C. New World Crops

D. Southeast Asian Cash Crops
E. African Plantations

F. Other

IX. Population Growth
A. Spread of agriculture
B. Deforestation

C. Soil Erosion

D. Water

E. Other

X. llInesses and Consequences
A. Diseases

1. Agricultural

2. Industrial

B. Plagues

C. Malaria

D. Other

XI. Industrial Revolution
A. Labor

1. Human

2. Animal

B. Power

1. Wind

2. Water

3. Wood

4, Coal

5. Electricity

6. Petroleum

C. Other

XII. Social Classes

A. Prior to industrialization
B. Mining

C. Mass consumption

D. Automobiles
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OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Environmental History

Course: HIS190 Lecture 3 Credit(s) 3 Period(s) 3.0 Load
Course Type: Academic

First Term: 2014 Fall Load Formula: S- Standard

Final Term:

E. Inequalities

F. Other

XIIl. Urbanization
A. Early Asian

B. Early European
C. Pre-industrial
D. Industrial

E. Present

XI1V. Planet Contamination
A. Pollutions

1. Air

2. Acid rain

3. Water

4. Industrial

5. Toxic waste

6. Other

B. Sanitation

C. Other

XV. Ozone Layer
A. History

B. Climate change
C. Destruction

D. Future

XVI. Environmental Future
A. Technology

B. Population

C. Change

D. Improvements
E. Other

Last MCCCD Governing Board Approval Date: December 10, 2013
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