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emphasis on the analysis of philosophical and/or
religious systems of thought.

b. Concerns aesthetic systems and values, especially in
literature, arts, and design.

¢. Emphasizes aesthetic experience and creative process in
literature, arts, and design,

d. Concerns the analysis of literature and the development
of literary traditions.
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies
Designation
REL 101 Religion, Culture, and Public Life HU

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

l—study of
religious and
cultural values

the course addresses religion as

contextualized by history and
conditioned by culture. it explores the

—hist.context / cult.condition, general: weeks -
2,34
—hist.context / cult.condition, specific cases:

written, oral,
aural, visual,
digital text

and social impact religions haw; on cultural weeks 6,7,8, 21,22

practice values and social practice. —cultural values/social practices: weeks 15, 16,
17,18, 19,20,23, 25

2—smdy of the course analyses the role —images: week 9, 11, 23

(interpretation, semiotics, practice) of
images, spoken ianguage, written text,
modern media in and for religions

—language / text: 10, 11, 23
—{digital) media: 23, 24, 25

4a—study of the
development of
religious
thought

the course addresses religious thought
under the sign of modernity.
modernity will be analyzed as
historical process and cultural
condition.

—rel. thought and modernity, general: weeks 2,
3,4,21,22,23,24,25,26

—rel, thought and modernity, specific historical
cases: weeks 6,7, 8

—rel. thought and modernity, specific cultural
cases: weeks 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
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- REL 101 Religion, Cuiture and Public Life o ' 3
. Exploras how religions arg conditionsd by cultural valuss and operats in the political sphere.
Alfow muitiple enrollments: Yes Primary course compenent: Lechye
Repeatabte for credit: Yes Grading method: Standard Grading
* Offered by: Collegs of Liberal Arts and Sciences - Historidal; Philosophical & Religious Studiss, Sch
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School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies

REL 101 .
Religion, Culture and Public Life %
Fall 2016
Instructor: Alexander Henn Day/Time:
Office Location: Coor 6636 Location: Tempe
E-mail: alexander.henn@asu.eduy Main Office: Coor SHPRS

Course Description

This course will explore how religions condition cuftural values and operate in the public sphere. You will
learn about the impact religions have on the human conditioning of gender, health, and the body. You will
study how religions are involved in the perception and practices of cultural identities, traditions, and mem-
ories especially in the global context of multiculturalism, migration, and through the technology of digital
meglia. We will discuss religions’ role in politics, conflict, violence, and the making of peace,

Resources of learning will be lectures, readings, videos, and communication media.
Modes of examination will be exams, quizzes, video analysis, and research papers.

Goals of the Course

To explore the role of religion in modern [ife.

To study religion as cultural value and social praxis.

To study religion in global contexts and politics.

To discuss the impact of modern media on religion.

To learn to write and speak about religion in a scholarly way

Assignments (percentages of total grade)

Bibliographic Exercise (5%} asks you to research, quote and list five different types of bibliographic refer-
ence (see detailed instructions on blackboard BB).

Video Response Paper (10%]) asks you to write a 500-words paper in which you summarize the arguments
and take and defend your own position in the video debate about religion screened in Session 4. We will
discuss the video and your response papers in Session 5.

Midterm Exam {25%) asks you to answer bullet-point and essay question in a 60-minutes in class exam.
Media Research Paper {25%) asks you to write a 700-words paper based on 4 self-researched and critically
analyzed mainstream print and/or digital media publications dealing with problems discussed in section 5.
You will recelve a written feedback and we will discuss your research papers in class.

Final Paper Prospectus (5%) asks you present a one-page plan of the self-chosen topic of your final paper.
This plan must include a working title, a two-to-three paragraph abstract {short description of the subject /




Syllabus marked for GS — HU (Humanities, Arts, and Design)

problem and of the argument you want to make) and a provisional list of readings and resources you want
to use. You may choose any topic for your final paper that meaningfully contributes to the themes and
problems discussed in the course. It is recommended however that you choose a topic that has been dis-
cussed either in one of the sections or one of the sessions of the course specified in the syllabus. You can
use readings and sources dealt with in class, but you are encouraged to add self-researched sources {for
details regarding valid scholarly sources, see instructions on BB). You will receive written feedback on your
final paper plan by the instructer,

Final Paper Draft {10%) asks you to write a 500-words draft version of your final paper structured along a
four-sections-scheme: introduction, elaboration, conclusion, bibliography all in proper format. You will
again get written feedback about your final paper draft by the instructor.

Final Paper {20%) asks you to write and submit the final 1000 to £200-words final version of the paper. Cri-
teria for the assessmeant of your paper will be: evidence of proper use of scholarly sources, evidence of crit-
ical analysis, clarity of expression, persuasiveness of your argument(s), purity of formatting. You will receive
final feedback and commaents by the instructor.

There will be dedicated office hours to discuss your final paper with the instructor in Sessions 27 and 28.

NOTICE, except the Midterm Exam all assignments are to be submitted on blackboard assignments.

Blackboard (BB}

This course has an electronic website or blackboard which you can access through your myASU link,

The blackboard contains announcements, syllabus, assignments and course readings. Biockboard literacy is
required for all students and you are responsible for keeping up-to-date on announcements and assign-
ments.

Attendance
YOU MUST ATTEND EVERY CLASS. If you are ill or have a family emergency that causes you 1o miss class,
you must bring documentation of the illness or emergency.

Academic Dishonesty

DO NOT PLAGIARISE from whatever material or electronic source! Plagiarism is serious academic offense
with serious consequences. All submitted papers are automatically checked for plagiarism. The Department
of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: "Student Academic Integrity Policy.” See
http://provest.asu.edu/academicintegrity/students

Syllabus

Session/Section | Topic Readings / Resources
Section L= Introduction

Session 1 Technical Introduction

Comnented [S1]:

Religious thoupht and madernity

| eral discussion
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SessionZ

How to Think About Religion

+  Winzeler, pp. 21-35 (attached)
*  Lincaln, pp.1-8 (attached)

Session 3;

Due: Bibliographic Exercise

| Readings:

*  Woodhead et él, pp- 1-15

Session 4

| DebatingReligion

Debate, 2007, 115 mins {partly shown in class,
partly viewed at home).

Video: We'd Be Better Off Without Religion: A ___

Session. 5

Due: Video Response Papar

..----{ Commented {SB};’
historical cases:

Session 6

 Readings: . I

+  Bowen: Religion in Practice, {chapt. 3), pgs
33-47 {book)

+  Masaaki: Shinto Rebeltion, pgs. 365-370
{attached)

-{ Commented [ST: B
cases o UE

7 Session’

Religion, Nattonalism, and Conflict (Hinduism} |

Video: The Stary of India: Freedom, 2008, 55
mins,

oo~} Commented [S8]; Hist.contéxt/ cult cc

B Sessionl

Interaction with Modernity {Hinduism)

Readings:

*+ Woodhead etal pp. 41-73 (book) |

e Commented
Lases

[9]: Hist.context/,cult condition

Sectlon 3 — Religlon as Cult

ural Practice

Session’9,

d:
Bowen: pgs. 113-140 (book)
s Wolf: pgs. 31-39 (attached)

Sesslon 10| :

Islarn)

Read:._........

« Bowen: pgs.154-173 (book)

Session-11

" Rituals and Communities (Islam)

Readings:

e Turner, pgs. 511-519 {attached)

- BCIWEFI,pgS.&j’-éG’{b’O’Ok’)”r I

Session 12

Watch Video:
*  Hajj, the Pilgrimage, 1999, 52 mins.

Session 13

REVISION

Session 14

Midterm Exam

Section 4 — Religion, Gend

er, and Body

{ Commentad [S13]; Interpretition of lahguage Jtext” -]
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Sesslon -15

Readings: .
* Bowen, pgs. 67-82

.Commented [S14]: Rel. thaughtmdmod' ity spec1ﬁc
culiisral Cases - :

Session 16 |

Religion, Gender, and Feminism

Readings:

*  Woodhead et al; 492-511 (book]

~|.Commented IS15] Rel thought:mdmod' ty spcclﬁc‘
ciltiral cases i :

Session 17

DUE: Media Research Paper

 Discussion of media research papers

Saection 5 — Religlon, Migratio

n and Dlaspora

LA S SN S N

| Commanted {S18}: Rel. thought and mudm'mly, spec:ﬁc.
cultural eases '

Session 18

Muslims in Europe

Readings

+ Bowen, pgs. 205-218 (book)
s Zuhaida, pgs. 88-98 (attached)

Commented {81 7] Rel. thought and modermty, spoclﬁc.

Session 19 | Muslimsinfurope |  Video: Young, Muslim and French, 200, Commonted [S18]: Rel theugmmd
57tmins. cultura]cases - .
Session 20 | Syncretismintondon _Readings:

DUE: Final PBQEI‘ PFOSQECT.I.IS Ipilan‘[” B

+ Baumann, pgs. 104-121 (attached)

Section 6 = Seculgrism, Resurgence, and Violened |

=
-
aE
- (g

general discussion

Session:21

Secularism

| Readings:

. Bowen'pgs 236-253 (bonk)

|

pession 22 |

Religioys Resurgence

| Readings:

* Shahetal, pgs 3843 (attached)
«  Sahliyeh, pgs. 3-16 {attached)

-| Commented [S22): Hist.context /‘cult. conditi

Session 23 |

Vidlence

_Readings:

. Juergeriél;neyer pgs 121166 {attached)ww

-| Commented [823}: nt
gophy

Section 7 — Religion, Media, and Popular Culture

“, {Commented [524]: Intcrpretation of (digilal) media”

{ Commented 1526): Interpretation of langusge / toxt ", -

Session 24

Virtual Religion

DUE: Final Paper Draft

Readings:
+ Bowen, pgs. 219-235 {book)
«  McWilliams, 315-335 {attached)

e '[:Cﬁmhiqﬁpéq 1826): inforpretation of (digital) medi

Session 25!

Religion and Papular Culture

Readings:
¢ Woddhead et al, pgs 511-549 {book)

Session 26 Video: thd.
Session 27 Revision / Dedicated Office Hours
Session 28 No Class / Dedicated Office Hours

antod [S27]: Interpretation of (digital) media .
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Session 29 DUE: Final Paper

Readings
Books to be purchased at ASU bookstore

John R. Bowen. Religions in Practice: An Approach to the Anthropology of Religion. Boston 2013: Prentice
Hall

Woodhead, Linda, Christopher Partridge, and Hiroko Kawanami (eds). Religions in the Modern World: Tra-
ditions and Transformations, Routledge 2016

Articles and Chapters attached on blackboard

Baumann, Gerd: 'The Lamps Are Many but the Light is One ?' Processes of Sycretizationina Multi-ethnic
Suburb of London, in: G. Aijmer, (ed.): Syncretism and the Commerce of Symbol Géteborg 1995: Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology, pgs. 104-121

Juergensmeyer, Mark: Terror in the Mind of God. The Globat Rise of Religious Violence, Berkeley 2000: Uni-
versity of California Press

Lincoln, Bruce, Holy Terrars. Thinking About Religion After September 11, Chicago 2006: University of Chi-
cago Press

Masaaki, Sugata. Shinto Resurgence, Japan Quarterly 1988/ QOct.-Dec. 365-370
Mewiltiams, Mark. Virtuzal Pilgrimages on the Internet. Religion {2002) 32, 315335

Sahliyeh, Emile, Religious Resurgence and Political Modernization, in: Sahliyeh, Emile (ed): Religious Resur-
gence and Politics in the Contemporary World, New York 1990: State University of New York Press,
pgs. 3-16

Shah, Timothy Samuel and Monica Duffy Toft: Why God 1s Winning, in: Foreign Policy 2006, July -August:
38-43

Turner, Victor, Liminality and Communitas, in: Grimes, Ronald (ed): Readings in Ritual Studies, Upper Sad-
dle River, NJ 1995: Prentice Hall, pgs. 511-519

Winzeler, Robert. Anthropology and Religion. What we know, think, and question, New York 2012: Altamira
Zubaida, Sami. Islam in Europe, Critical Quarterly 2003/ 45. 1-2: 88~98
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