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Rationale and Objectives

Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence—that is, competence in written and oral
discourse. Critical inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of
university study may require unique critical skills that have little to do with language in the vsual sense
(words), but the analysis of written and spoken evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus,
the General Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason
critically and communicate using the medium of language.

The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inquiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inquiry
must be sustained beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skill in every student;
and, second, that the skill levels become more advanced, as well as more secure, as the student learns
challenging subject matter. Thus, two courses beyond First Year English are required in order for students
to meet the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement.

Most lower-level [L] courses are devoted primarily to the further development of critical skills in reading,
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the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned.
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or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies
Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal.
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation,

ASU - [L] CRITERIA

CRITERION 1: At least 50 percent of the grade in the course should
depend upon writing assignments (see Criterion 3). Group projects are

VA |:| acceptable only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence, and
prepares a summary report. fn-class essay exams may not be used for [L]
designation.

1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades--and indicate the proportion of the
final grade that is determined by each assignment.

ﬁPlease cu‘cle, underline, or otherwzse mark the mformatlon present"
;the most recent course syllabus (or other materi :
,venﬁes tlns‘ descrlptmn of the gradmg proce

CRITERION 2: The writing assignments should invelve gathering,
IE D interpreting, and evaluating evidence, They should reflect eritical inquiry,
extending beyond opinion and/or reflection,

1. Please describe the way(s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design.

e

CRITERION 3: The syllabus should include a minimur of two writing

and/or speaking assignments that are substantial in depth, quality, and

quantity. Substantial writing assignments entail sustained in-depth
N D engagement with the material. Examples include research papers, reports,

articles, essays, or speeches that reflect critical inquiry and evaluation.

Assignments such as brief reaction papers, opinion pieces, reflections,
discussion posts, and impromptu presentations are not considered substantial
writing/speaking assignhments.

1. Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that are included in the
course requuements

2., _Also

rline, or otherwise mark the information pi
urse syltabus (or other material you have subr
: ptlon of the grading process--and label thls i
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ASU - [L] CRITERIA

CRITERION 4: These substantial writing or speaking assignments should

N D be arranged so that the students will get timely feedback from the instructor
on each assignment in time to help them do better on subsequent assignments.

Intervention at earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed.

l 1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or most recent) course
instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments

Please circle, underlme or otherwise mark the information o
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you hay
?venﬁes thls descnptlon of the gradmg process-—and label thiS infe
‘uc4n RS < i
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Course Prefix i Number Title General Studies
, Designation
REL 101 Religion, Culture, and Public Life L

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

36 provide detailed evide
eets criteria (i.e., whe

60% 6f fhe assignments depend
upon writing

—25% for a 700-words self-researched media paper
submitted in session 17. feedback and discussionin
class

—— 5% for a one-page final paper prospectus. written
feedback on topic and sources

—10% for 500-words final paper draft. written
feedback on structure, argument, and conclusion.
—20% for 1000-words final paper. written feedback on
all including expression, consistency, and format.

Cl&C2

gathering of evidence, critical
inquiry '

Video Response: passive writing exercise, sightly
creative, reproducing arguments, articulating oppinion,.
Oral discussion of results in class.

Cl&C2&C3

Media Research Paper: active writing experience,
moderately creative, self-researched research in
circumscribed area, critical identification of problems,
combining summary and argument. Oral discussion in
class and written feedback by instructor.

C4

Final Paper, full-fletched active writing experience,
strongly creative, gradually expanding from
prospectus, through draft, to final version, based on
self-chosen topic and self-chosen sources, guided and
assessed by criteria of scholarly evidencing, critical
analysis, , expressive clarity, persuasive argument,
scholarly formatting.




Course Title . o Units
REL 'i{ié : Rehgmn, Cuiture and Pubil{: Life

Explores hiow rﬂllgmns are conditioned by cuitural values and operatz inthe poimfa! sphera.

Altow mugttiple enrolfments; Yes Primary corse component: Leciurs

Repeatable for tredit: Yes Grading method: Standard Crading

Cffered by: Collegs of Libersl Arts arzd Sciences ~ Histarical, Fhllossphical & RDIIUIUUb Siudles 2¢h B
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School of Historical, Philosophical and Religicus Studies
REL 101

Religion, Culture and Public Life

Fall 2016
Instructor: Alexander Henn Day/Time: MW 3.00-4.15pm
Office Location: Coor 6636 Location: Tempe
E-mail: alexander.henn@asu.edu Main Office: Coor SHPRS

Course Description

This course will explore how religions condition cultural values and operate in the public sphere, You will
learn about the impact religions have on the human conditioning of gender, health, and the body. You will
study how religions are involved in the perception and practices of cultural identities, traditions, and mem-
ories especially in the global context of multiculturalism, migration, and through the technology of digital
media. We will discuss religions role in politics, conflict, violence, and the making of peace.

Resources of learning will be lectures, readings, videos, and communication media.
Modes of examination will be exams, quizzes, video analysis, and research papers.

Goals of the Course

To explore the role of religion in modern life.

To study religion as cultural value and social praxis.

To study religion in global contexts and palitics.

To discuss the impact of modern media on religion.

To learn to write and speak about religion in a scholarly way

Assignments {percentages of total grade}

Bibliographic Exercise (5%} asks you to research, quote and list five different types of bibliographic refer-
ence (see detalled instructions on blockboord BB). )
\lldeo Resgonse Page (10%) asks you to write a 500—words pape r n wh:ch yo summarlze the argumer:ts

) .andy: rresponse papers in Sessmn 54 ‘ [
Mldterm Exam (25%) asks you to answer bu[let—po:nt and essay questlon m a EO-mmutes in class exam .
: 'k ;you to write a 700- words paper based on'd self- resea rched and crmcally

A Commenmd {S1] 'CI'Vidéo Respanss, suumrary of ar-
guments, ‘srticulation of opinion, oral discussion | RRCR

Commentad [32] cLic? Medra Research Paper; self-
Bk n_:scamhed soliregs; summary of arguments, crltrca] a.nal E
| omal dlscussmn, wntten feedback ~ - -

Fi 'Pager Prosgectu '
Th_rs. fan must include a working title,’

a two-to—three paragraph abstract (short descrlptlon of the subject/
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problem and of the argument vou want to make) and_a provrswn ilistof readmgs and resources you want
to.use: Yeu may choose any topic. for your final pape [ hat meanl gquIy contrlbutes to the themes and

fmal paper plan by the |nstructor
Final Pager Draft (10%) asks you to write; a ‘500-wio
four-sectlons-scheme- :ntroductlon, elaboratlon, contiusnon, blbhography allin proper format You will
agam get written feedback about your f' nal| paper draft by the Instructer,
mal Paper {20%) asks you to write and ‘submit the final 1000 to. 1200—wor Fin

final féedback iments by the instructor. _..---{ Commented §83]: C1,2,C3,C4. Fiiial Paper, sclf-chosen -

T topic and spurces, scholarly e\ndouco self-constructed ar- . -

gument, compel ation; written feedback, individual
There will be dedicated office hours to discuss your final paper with the instructor in Sessions 27 and 28. discussion at p tages prospectus, draft, final ver-:
siof, ¢ E T e

NOTICE, except the Midterm Exam all assignments are to be submitted on blackboard assignments.

Blackboard (8B)

This course has an electronic website or blackboard which you can access through your myASU link.

The blackboard contains announcements, syllabus, assignments and course readings. Blackboard literacy is
required for all students and you are responsible for keeping up-to-date on announcements and assign-
ments.

Attendance
YOU MUST ATTEND EVERY CLASS. If you are ill or have a family emergency that causes you to miss class,
you must bring documentation of the illness or emergency.

Academic Dishonesty

DO NOT PLAGIARISE from whatever material or electronic source! Plagiarism is serious academic offense
with serious consequences. Alf submitted papers are automatically checked for plagiarism. The Department
of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: “Student Academic Integrity Policy.” See
http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity/students

Syllabus
Session/Section | Topic | Readings / Resources
Section 1 ——— Introduction
Saession 1 Technical Introduction
Session 2 How ta Think About Religion Readings:
e ‘Winzeler, pp. 21-35 {attached}
o Lincoln, pp.1-8 {attached)
Session 3 How to think about Religion and Modernity Readings:
Due: Bibliographic Exercise +  Woodhead et al, pp. 1-15
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Session 4 Debating Religion Video: We'd 8e Better Qff Without Refigion: A
Debate, 2007, 115 mins (partly shown in class,
parily viewed at home).

Session 5 Due: Video Response Paper Discussion of response paper

Section 2 - Religion = Colonialism - Modernity

Session 6 Refigion, Identity, and the State (Buddhism) Readings:

+  Bowen: Religion in Practice, {chapt. 3), pgs.
33-47 (book)

+  Iviasaaki: Shinto Rebellion, pgs. 365-370
{attached) .

7 Session Religion, Nationalism, and Conflict {(Hinduism) | Video: The Story of india: Freedom, 2008, 55
mins.

8 Session Interaction with Modernity {Hinduism;) Readings:

+  Woodhead et al pp. 41-73 (book)
Section 3 — Religion as Cultural Practice
Session 9 Images and Relics {Cathoficism) Read:
e Bowen: pgs. 113-140 {hook)
s Wolf: pgs. 31-39 (attached)

Session 10 Scriptures and Language (Protestantism and Read:

Islam} »  Bowen: pgs.154-173 {book)

Session 11 Rituals and Communities (Islam) Readings:
¢ Bowen, pgs. 47-66 {book])

o Turner, pgs. 511-519 {attached)

Session 12 Watch Video:

s Hgjj, the Pilgrimage, 1999, 52 mins.

Session 13 REVISION

Session 14 Midterm Exam

Section 4 — Religion, Gender, and Body
Session 15 Religion, Ritual, and Healing Readings:
+ Bowen, pgs. 67-82

Session 16 Religion, Gender, and Feminism Readings:

*  Woodhead et al; 492-511 {book)

Session 17 DUE: Media Research Paper Discussion of media research papers

Section 5 — Religion, Migration and Diaspora
Session 18 Muslims in Europe Readings
« Bowen, pgs. 205-218 (book)
* Zubaida, pgs. 88-98 (attached)
Session 19 Muslims in Europe « Video: Young, Musiim and French, 2004,
S7mins.

Session 20 Syncretism in Landon Readings: .

DUE: Final Paper Prospectus (plan «  Baumann, pgs. 104-121 (attached)
Section 6 — Secularism, Resurgence, and Violence

Session 21 Secularism Readings:

»  Bowen, pgs. 236-253 {book)

Session 22 Religious Resurgence Readings:

o Shah et al, pgs. 38-43 {attached)
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+  Sahliyeh, pgs. 3-16 (attached}

Session 23 Violence Readings:
*  Juergensmeyer , pgs. 121-166 (attached}

Sectlon 7 — Religion, Media, and Popular Culture

Session 24 Virtual Religion Readings:
¢ Bowen, pgs. 219-235 (book)
DUE: Final Paper Draft o McWwilliams, 315-335 {attached)
Sesston 25 Religion and Popular Culture Readings:

¢  Woddhead et al, pgs. 511-54% {book)

Session 26 Video: thd.
Session 27 Revision / Dedicated Office Hours

Session 28 No Class / Dedicated Office Hours

Session 29 DUE: Final Paper

Readings

Books to be purchased at ASU bookstore

John R. Bowen. Religions in Practice: An Approach to the Anthropology of Religion. Boston 2013: Prentice
Hall

Waoodhead, Linda, Christopher Partridge, and Hiroko Kawanami {eds). Religions in the Modern World: Tra-
ditions and Transformations, Routledge 2016

Articles and Chapters attached on blackboard

Baumann, Gerd: 'The Lamps Are Many but the Light is One ?' Processes of Sycretization in a Multi-ethnic
Suburb of London, in: G. Aijmer, (ed.): Syncretism and the Commerce of Symbol Géteborg 1995: insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology, pgs. 104-121

Juergensmavyer, Mark: Terror in the Mind of God. The Global Rise of Religious Violence, Berkeley 2000: Uni-
versity of California Press

Lincoln, Bruce, Holy Terrors. Thinking About Religion After September 11, Chicago 2006: University of Chi-
cago Press

Masaaki, Sugata. Shinto Resurgence, fapan Quarterly 1988/ Oct.-Dec, 365-370
McWilliams, Mark. Virtual Pilgrimages on the Internet. Religion (2002) 32, 315335

Sahliyeh, Emile, Religious Resurgence and Political Modernization, in: Sahliyek, Emile {ed): Religious Resur-
gence and Politics in the Contemporary World, New York 1590: State University of New York Press,
pgs. 3-16 '

Shah, Timothy Samuel and Monica Duffy Toft: Why God Is Winning, in: Foreign Policy 2006, July -August:
38-43

Turner, Victor, Liminality and Communitas, in: Grimes, Ronald (ed): Readings in Ritual Studies, Upper Sad-
dle River, NJ 1995: Prentice Hall, pgs. 511-51%

Winzeler, Robert. Anthropology and Religion. What we know, think, and question, New York 2012: Altamira
Zubaida, Sami. Islam in Europe, Critical Quarterly 2603/ 45. 1-2: 8898
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