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Gay, straight, bisexual: how much does sexual orientation matter to a teenager’s
mental health or sense of identity? In this down-to-earth book, filled with the voices
of young people speaking for themselves, Ritch Savin-Williams argues that the
standard image of gay youth presented by mental health researchers—as depressed,
isolated, drug-dependent, even suicidai—may have been exaggerated even twenty
years ago, and is far from accurate today.

“By carefully listening to the experiences of the teenagers, [Savin-Williams] confirms
what many other observers have noted: the generation coming of age now has
increasingly open ideas about sexuality that will likely create huge cultural shifts in
the coming decades.”

——DAVID 8. AZZOLINA, Library Journal

“Savin-Williams reveals that the words gay teenagers use to describe their sexual
preferences have changed radically over the past 30 years, and so have their attitudes
towards same-sex relationships. In fact, many of them are reluctant to define their
sexuality at all.”

— Publishers Weekly

“Being young and homosexual is not the identity crisis we might expect .. . With a

conversational style, personal history, and intimate interviews with teens, Savin-
Williams transforms research into a great read.”

“=MEREDITH $MALL, Cornell University

RITCH C. SAVIN-WILLIAMS is Professor of Clinical and Developmental
Psychology at Cornell University and author of ‘Mom, Dad. I'm Gay’: How Families
Negotiate Coming Qut.

A series edited by Jeanne Brooks-Gunn

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, Massachusetts and Loidon, England

www.hup.harvard.edu
ISEN-13: 978-0-574-02256-C
ISBN-10: 0-b74-0225k-Y
COVER PHOTOGRADPII “ a0000

© Gerey Iimages / Rubberball

Anranurie Why 9li7galerallnz2560




Sex Roles (2008) 59:521-531
DOT 10.1007/511199-008-9458-7

>8/C. 1 wwig
e

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Gender Differences in Correlates of Homophobia and Transphobia

Julie L. Nagoshi - Katherine A. Adams «
Heather K. Terrell « Eric D, Hill -
Stephanie Brzuzy - Craig T. Nagoshi

Published online: 14 May 2008
{© Springer Science + Business Media, LLC 2008

Abstract A scale of prejudice against transgender individ-
uals was developed, validated, and contrasted with a
homophobia measure in 153 female and 157 male US
college undergraduates. For both sexes, transphobia and
homophobia were highly correlated with each other and
with right-wing authoritarianism, religious fundamentalisin,
and hostile sexism, but aggression proneness was predictive
of transphobia and homophobia only in men. Benevolent
sexism and rape myth acceptance were more predictive of
transphobia and homophobia in women than men. With
homophobia partialled out, authoritarianism, fundamental-
ism, and aggression proneness no longer predicted trans-
phobia for men, but authoritarianism, fundamentalism,
benevolent sexism, and rape myth acceptance continued
to predict transphobia in women. Discussion focused on
gender differences in issues that drive prejudice against
transgender and homosexual individuals.

Keywords Homophobia - Transphobia - Sexism -
Gender differences

J. L. Nagoshi * S. Brzuzy
School of Social Work,

Arizona State University,
Tempe. AZ 85287, USA

K. A. Adams - H. K. Terrell - E. D. Hill - C. T. Nagoshi
Department of Psychology,

Arizona State University,

Tempe, AZ 85287, USA

C. T. Nagoshi (54)

Departiment of Psychology, Arizona State University,
Box 871104. Tempe, AZ 85287-1104, USA

e-mail: craig.nagoshi@asu.edu

Introduction

The present paper reports on the validation of a new short
measure of transphobia in a heteronormative college student
sample, with scale validation being based on known,
theoretically relevant correlates of a well-established scale
of homophobia (Wright et al. 1999). These correlates
included right-wing authoritarianism, religious fundamental-
ism, masculinity and femininity, hostile and benevolent
sexism, rape myth acceptance, and aggression proneness.
Scale validation then considered differences between the
correlates of homophobia and transphobia, as well as gender
differences in these correlates.

Defining Transphobia

Hill (2002) defines transphobia in terms of “emotional
disgust toward individuals who do not conform to society’s
gender expectations” (Hill and Willoughby 2005, p. 533), a
definition that is consistent with Weinberg’s (1972) defini-
tion of homophebia as the irrational fear, hatred, and
intolerance of being in close quarters with homosexual men
and women. Hill (2002) then goes on to conceptualize
prejudicial and discriminatory behavior towards transgen-
ders in terms of genderism and gender bashing. Such
discriminatory behavior can also be considered as part of
transphobia, hence, Sugano et al.’s (2006) definition in
terms of “societal discrimination and stigma of individuals
who do not conform to traditional norms of sex and
gender” (p. 217). Transphobia contrasts with homophobia
in not only being about revulsion and irrational fears of
transgenders and transsexuals, but also cross-dressers,
feminine men, and masculine women (Weinberg 1972),
i.e., in being about larger issues of gender roles and gender
identity and not just sexual orientation.

@ Springer
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Movements and Memory: The Making of the Stonewall Myth
Elizabeth A Armstrong; Suzanna M Crage

American Sociological'Review; Oct 2006; 71, 5; ABI/INFORM Global

pg. 724

Movements and Memory:
The Making of the Stonewall Myth

Suzanna M. Crage
Indiana University, Bloomington

Elizabeth A. Armstrong
Indiana University, Bloomington

This article examines why the Stonewall riots became central to gay collective memory
while other events did not. It does so through a comparative-historical analysis of
Stonewall and four events similar to it that occurred in San Francisco, Los Angeles, and
New York in the 1960s. The Stonewall riots were remembered because they were the first
to meet two conditions: activists considered the event commemorable and had the
mnemonic capacity fo create a commemorative vehicle. That this conjuncture occurred

Reproduced W|th permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

in New York in 1969, and not earlier or elsewhere, was a result of complex political
developments that converged in this time and place. The success of the national
commemorative ritual planned by New York activists depended on its resonance, not only
in New York but also in other U.S. cities. Gay community members found Stonewall
commemorable and the proposed parade an appealing form for commemoration. The
parade was amenable to institutionalization, leading it to survive over time and spread
around the world. The Stonewall story is thus an achievement of gay liberation rather

than an account of its origins.

On the evening of June 27, 1969, New York
police raided the Stonewall Inn, a homo-

Direct correspondence to Elizabeth A, Armstrong,
Department of Sociology, Ballantine Hall 744, 1020
E. Kirkwood Ave., Indiana University, Bloomington,
IN 47405-7103 (elarmstr@indiana.edu). Supported
by an ASA Fund for the Advancement of the
Discipline Award. Earlier versions of this paper were
presented at Northwestern University’s Culture and
Society Workshop, the University of Chicago’s
Politics and Social Change Workshop, and the 2005
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Thanks to Terry Clark, Elisabeth
Clemens, Wendy Griswold, Terry McDonnell, Josh
Pacewicz, Bill Sewell, Marc Ventresca, Jolyon Wurr,
Dingxin Zhao, and other workshop and session par-
ticipants, The authors thank Tim Bartley, Tom Gieryn,
Jerry A. Jacobs, Brian Powell, Fabio Rojas, Brian
Steensland, Mitchell Stevens, Ann Swidler, Pam
Walters, Melissa Wilde, and anonymous ASR review-
ers for comments and suggestions; Shawn Wilson of
the Kinsey Institute Library, Karen Sendziak of the
Gerber-Hart Library, Stuart Timmons of the ONE
Archive, and Terence Kissack of the LGBT Historical
Society of Northern California for assistance in locat-
ing primary materials; and Susan Stryker for insights
into San Francisco’s gay history.

sexual bar in Greenwich Village. This was not
unusual: police raids of homosexual bars were
common in New York and other American cities
in the 1960s. This time, however, bar patrons
fought back instead of passively enduring humil-
iating treatment. Their response initiated a riot
that lasted into the night. The Stonewall riots are
typically viewed as the spark of the gay libera-
tion movement and a turning point in the his-
tory of gay life in the United States (Duberman
1993; Teal [1971]1995; Carter 2004), and they
are commemorated in gay pride parades around
the globe (D’Emilio 2002). Writing about
homosexual activism, historian Marc Stein
(2000:290) quoted an activist who claimed, “No
event in history, with perhaps the exception of
the French Revolution, deserves more [than the
Stonewall riots] to be considered a watershed.”
President Clinton made the Stonewall Inn a
national historic landmark (Dunlap 1999). It is
common to divide gay history into two epochs—
“before Stonewall” and “after Stonewall”
(D’Emilio 1992a).

Claims about the historical importance of
Stonewall continue, even though historians of
sexuality have challenged the novelty of the
events at the Stonewall Inn. The Stonewall riots

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW, 2006, VOL. 71 (October:724—751)
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Constructing the ‘gay gene’ |35 S
in the news: optimism and

skepticism in the US and

British press

Peter Conrad & Susan Markens
Brandeis University & Temple University, USA

ABSTRACT In the 1990s the discovery ol a 'gay gene’ was widely reported
in the news media, often as front-page stories. Focusing on the print media
presentation of Dean Hamer's 1893 and 1993 scientific papers reporting
finding a genetic marker for homosexuality, we examine how these studies
were framed in a selected sample of US and British newspapers and news
magazines. We found disparate constructions of the ‘gay gene’ in each press
culture. The US press reported Hamer’s study as good science and (reated it
with ‘cautious optimism’ while the British press reported the research as ‘the
perils of the gay gene.” We discuss how these studies received such widespread
attention and the sources and implications of the variant images of the ‘gay
gene’ in the news.

KEYWORDS gay gene, homosexualify; public understanding of genetics;
science reporting; US and British press

ADDRESS  Peter Conrad, Department of Sociology (MS 071), Brandeis Uni-
versity, Waltham, MA 02454, USA. [Tel: +1 781 736 2635; fax: +1 781 736
2653; e-mail: conrad@brandeis.edu]

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Thanks to Ben Davidson and Stephanie Hamer for
their research assistance and to John Turney for sharing his clippings of the
British press coverage of Dean MHamer's 1993 study. This research was sup-
ported in part by grants [rom the section on Ethical, Legal and Social Impli-
cations of the Human Genome Project of the National Institutes of Health
(1 R55 HGOO849-01A1} and the Brandeis University Mazer Fund (Conrad)
and a Mellon Postdocteral Fellowship (Markens).

Introduction

For at least a century, scientists and physicians have offered theories
about the hereditary predisposition or congenital nature of homo-
sexuality. Scholars and activists in the latter 19th- and early 20th-centuries,
including K.M. Benkart, Magnus Hirschfield, Richard von Krafft-IEbbing,
and Henry Havelock Ellis, proposed hereditary or congenital theories of

373
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COMING OUT AND CROSSING OVER
Identity Formation and Proclamation in a
Transgender Community

PATRICIA GAGNE
RICHARD TEWKSBURY
University of Louisville

DEANNA MCGAUGHEY
Ohio University

Drawing on data from interviews with 65 masculine-to-feminine transgenderists, the authors examine
the coming-out experiences of transgendered individuals. Drawing on the literature that shows gender
to be an inherent component of the social infrastructure that at an individual level is accomplished in
interaction with others, they demonstrate that interactional challenges to gender are insufficient to
challenge the system of gender. Whereas many transgenderists believe that their actions and identities
are radical challenges to the binary system of gender, in fact, the majority of such individuals reinforce
and reify the system they hope to change.

Coming out is a term generally used to refer to the processes whereby gay men,
lesbians, or bisexuals inform others of their sexual identity. Despite this popularized
notion, the social scientific literature has shown coming out to be a broader and
more complex process whereby people recognize and accept their sexual prefer-
ence, adopt a sexual identity, inform others of their sexual orientation, and become
involved in relationships with others of similar sexual identity (Cass 1979, 1984;
Coleman 1981-82; Isay 1990; Troiden and Goode 1980; Weinberg 1978). Research
on the discovery of sexual preference, the development of sexual identity, and
public disclosure has focused primarily on lesbians and gay men, with an emergent
literature concerning bisexuals (Garber 1995; Weinberg, Williams, and Pryor 1994,
however, see Mason-Schrock 1996). While this work is an important component
in our understanding of the dynamic nature of the formation, acceptance, and public

AUTHORS' NOTE: This research was funded, in part, by grants from the following: The Society for
the Psychological Study of Social Issues, the Foundation for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, and a
Project Completion Grant from the Office of the Vice President for Research and Development at the
University of Louisville.

REPRINT REQUESTS: Patricia Gagné, University of Louisville, Department of Sociology, 103
Academic Building, Louisville, KY 40292.

GENDER & SOCIETY. Vol. 11 No. 4, August 1997 478-508
© 1997 Sociologists for Women in Society
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Gay Aging

DAVID HABER

Fisher Institute for Wellness and Gerontology, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana, USA

The oldest of the baby boomers (boomers) were age 63 in 2009 and
on the verge of retirement. This cobort has bad a bistory of making
societal changes throughout its life cycle, and it is unlikely that
retirement, as we know it, will remain unscathed. This article
highlights two events—the Stonewall Inn riots and two prominent
professional associations removing homosexuality from their list of
personality disorders—and how they occurred early enough in the
gay boomers life cycle to change their attitudes, behaviors, and
lifestyles. This article introduces the reader to a broad array of
Jacts, research findings, and issues that inform the topic of gay
aging. A summary of the discrimination and legal concerns
affecting the gay community are also highlighted. Two influential
community programs are identified: Services and Advocacy for
Gay Elders (SAGE) and the American Society on Aging’s LGBT
Aging Issues Network (LAIN). Gerontological educators need to be
sensitive to the needs, desires, and resources of the coming cobort
of gay boomers, who are more likely to advocate for responsive
services, organizations, and policies than the current cobort of gay
older adults.

KEYWORDS gay, LGBT, baby boomers, advocacy

Reviewing gerontology textbooks and research journals over the past
decade revealed a scarcity of published knowledge about the topic of gay
aging. Some textbooks were without a single reference to gay aging
whereas it was common to scan multiple years of a specific gerontology
journal without a single research article on the topic.

The author wishes to acknowledge the support of the Diversity Associates Program at

Ball State University.
Address correspondence to David Haber, Fisher Institute for Wellness and Gerontology,
Ball State University, PL 225, Muncie, IN 47306. E-mail: dhaber@bsu.edu
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REDEFINING THE AMERICAN
QUILT: DEFINITIONS AND
EXPERIENCES OF COMMUNITY
AMONG ETHNICALLY DIVERSE
LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL WOMEN

Keren Lehavor and Kimberly F. Balsam
University of Washington

Gemma D. lbrahim-Wells
Oxford Brookes University

Lesbian and bisexual women from diverse backgrounds possess unique
viewpoints regarding the meanings and functions of “community.” Despile
this, few studies have explored sexual minorily women’s understanding of
and relationship to their communities. The present stuely employed qualilative
research methods (o investigale the meanings and functions of community
among a sample of ethnically diverse lesbian and bisexual women (N = 49).
From the participants’ responses in semistructured focus groups and key
informant interviews, three core consiructs emerged: communily concepls
(relevance, meaning), community-based strain (racism, homophobia,
biphobia, classism), and community-based action (fluidity, exclusivity).
Implications of these findings for future vesearch and practice with this
population of women will be discussed. © 2009 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.

Community. Somewhere there are people to whom we can speak with passion without
having the words catch in our throats. Somewhere a circle of hands will open to receive
us, eyes will light up as we enter, voices will celebrate with us whenever we come into
our own power ... A circle of healing. A circle of friends. Someplace where we can be
free. (Starhawk, 1982, p. 92)

Definitions of “community” are far-ranging. Some have construed it as a social web,
distinct from one-to-one interactions, which carries a set of shared moral and social
values, (Sergiovanni, 1994), while others describe it as a sense of psychological

Correspondence to: Keren Lehavot, University of Washington, Department of Psychology, Box 351525,
Seattle, WA 98195-1525. E-mail: klehavot@u.washington.edu

JOURNAL OF COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY, Vol. 37, No. 4, 439-458 (2009)
Published online in Wiley InterScience (www.interscience.wiley.com).
© 2009 Wiley Periodicals, Inc. DOI: 10.1002/jcop.20305
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Editorial

The origins of male homosexuality

Jim McKnight
University of Western Sydney, Macarthur

This special issue of Psychology, Evolution ¢ Gender explores the origins
of male homosexuality. This is perhaps the most controversial area of sexu-
ality research and one fraught with religious, cultural, personal, legal and
methodological taboos; and differences of opinion as to what is perceived
as rigorous research across the theoretical divide that our journal addresses.
Both normal sexuality, and perceived deviations from the norm, have
become a lot less certain over the last few decades as our understanding
grows about the sheer diversity of sexual expression contained within the
label ‘heterosexual’. Perceived deviations now seem more like way points
along a continuum of sexual experience that encloses our species’ sexual
repertoire. That many men having homosexual experiences as part of their
development was deeply disturbing to the mid-twentieth century, does
not disguise that similar studies report similar findings at the end of
the millennium. Kinsey (Kinsey, Pomeroy and Martin 1948) may have
lifted the lid on the realities of human sexual experience but a half-century
of further research merely confirms how plastic our sexuality really is.
Understanding why we behave as we do in this most intimate quadrant of
the human experience is perhaps one of the quickest routes to understanding
ourselves, If nothing else, such investigations will weaken established sexual
prejudices.

Why study male homosexuality though? If you accept that human sexual
orientartion is diverse and variable and above all plastic, then there is a certain
sympathy for Murphy’s view:

It is hard to see that there is any . . . reason to study the origins of

huep://www.tandf.co.uk/journals

Psychology, Evolution & Gender
ISSN 1461-6661 print/ISSN 1470-1073 online © 2000 Taylor & Francis Ltd K
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