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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

LITERACY AND CRITICAL INQUIRY - [L]

Rationale and Objectives 

Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence in written and oral discourse. Critical inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of university study may require unique critical skills which have little to do with language in the usual sense (words), but the analysis of spoken and written evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus, the General Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason critically and communicate using the medium of language. 

The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inquiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inquiry must be sustained beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skill in every student; and, second, that the skills become more expert, as well as more secure, as the student learns challenging subject matter.  Thus, the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement stipulates two courses beyond First Year English. 

Most lower-level [L] courses are devoted primarily to the further development of critical skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking, or analysis of discourse. Upper-division [L] courses generally are courses in a particular discipline into which writing and critical thinking have been fully integrated as means of learning the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned. 

Students must complete six credit hours from courses designated as [L], at least three credit hours of which must be chosen from approved upper-division courses, preferably in their major. Students must have completed ENG 101, 107, or 105 to take an [L] course. 

Notes: 

1. ENG 101, 107 or ENG 105 must be prerequisites 

2. Honors theses, XXX 493 meet [L] requirements 

3. The list of criteria that must be satisfied for designation as a Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L] course is presented on the following page. This list will help you determine whether the current version of your course meets all of these requirements. If you decide to apply, please attach a current syllabus, or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal. 

Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

	ASU - [L] Criteria

	To qualify for [L] designation,the course design must place a major emphasis on completing critical discourse--as evidenced by the following criteria:

	YES
	NO
	
	Identify Documentation Submitted

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Criterion  1:   At least 50 percent of the grade in the course should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches, or in-class essay examinations. Group projects are acceptable only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence, and prepares a summary report 
	Please see the “Assignments” and “Grade Breakdown” areas in the syllabus.

	1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades--and indicate the proportion of the final grade that is determined by each assignment.

In this course, there are four components which consist of the final grade. These four components are participation, the critical analysis journal, the midterm examination, and the final paper and presentation. Because this course is very writing intensive, the vast majority of the course grade is based on writing assignments. Out of a total of 100 points, participation accounts for 10% of the final grade. The critical analysis journal accounts for 25% of the final grade, as does the midterm examination. The final paper and accompanying presentation accounts for 40% of the final course grade. Therefore, 90% of the final grade is comprised of writing assignments which will require critical analysis and investigation. 



	2. Also:

        C-1

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Criterion  2:   The composition tasks involve the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence 
	Please see the “Critical Analysis Journal”, “Midterm”, and “Final Exam” in the attached syllabus.

	1. Please describe the way(s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design

It is expected that students will interpret evidence provided during in-class discussion and lecture in their critical analysis journals. Students will be expected to examine, synthesize and interpret the ideas/theories in the course readings as well. The expectation is that the critical analysis journal will be a place to bring together ideas and hypotheses and then to challenge them by evaluating all of the evidence and presuppositions made by the student. The critical analysis journal will not involve gathering evidence in a manner which would be consistent with the midterm or final paper, but will involve the interpretation and evaluation of materials and evidence provided in class and in the readings for the course. 

The midterm examination will not require students to explicitly gather external evidence for a passing grade. It will, however, along the same lines as the critical analysis journal, expect that students have gathered, interpreted, and evaluated the evidence provided in class, as well as challenged their own hypotheses. It is plausible and highly anticipated that students will indeed bring fresh and new evidence into their midterm examination. However, this will not be a requirement for the midterm. 

The final paper and presentation is where students will be expected to draw on external research sources to make their arguments. Students will begin their final paper research by gathering, interpreting, and evaluating all evidence provided in-class and in the readings throughout the course of the semester. Students will have a large body of evidence from which to draw upon. They will also be expected to have exposed an area which interests them, and which will require them to search for external sources of germane evidence to support their final hypothesis. Students are asked to include AT LEAST five external sources in their final paper, which include evidence to support their thesis. It is fair to say that the final paper is the strongest example of how the second criterion will be fulfilled. However, the critical analysis journal and midterm examinations will provide opportunities to fulfill the criterion, but on a smaller scale than the final paper. The student will also be expected to defend their evidence in the public setting of the classroom. Other students will be expected to take a critical look at the evidence being presented and to challenge the presenter’s evidence and thesis. This exceeds the requirement of criterion #2.

	2. Also:


C-2

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Criterion  3:   The syllabus should include a minimum of two  substantial writing or speaking tasks, other  than or in addition to in-class essay exams
	Please see the “Critical Analysis Journal”, “Midterm”, and “Final Exam” in the attached syllabus.

	1.
Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that 
are included in the course requirements

The midterm examination is a take-home examination which accounts for 25% of the final grade. This is a significant writing task. 

The description which follows is from the course syllabus: “One week before the midterm, you will be given five prompts related to the material we have covered by the mid-point of the semester. The prompts will not deal with what I call “gotcha, regurgitating facts” questions. An example of a “gotcha, regurgitating facts” would be, “What did Ong say about primarily oral cultures on page 54.” This sort of question does not require you to engage in critical analysis or to synthesize the material. You should expect a midterm prompt to read something along the lines of, “Discuss the parallels and contrasts of primary orality, as defined by Ong, with the retelling of the Trojan War story by Wolf. How do you understand the intersections between primary orality and a novel by a contemporary German author? Back your answers up with examples from Ong and Wolf.”


Since you will have one week to write your paper, you should already be familiar with the texts from having completed the readings. You will have received feedback on at least two of the critical analysis journal entries, and will understand what is expected of you. Use pertinent and substantive examples from the texts to support your answers. Each midterm prompt response should have a clearly defined thesis, a body which builds on, and supports your thesis, and a conclusion. MLA formatting is expected.  Your midterm will be returned the following week, so you can see the comments and prepare for the final paper.”

Secondly, the final paper and presentation will provide an opportunity to write substantially on the topic of the course. The final paper and presentation (the presentation should not be considered as significant in nature, although it will provide the opportunity for class discussion and defense of gathered and presented evidence) is worth 40% of the final grade. This is a significant writing task. 

The description which follows is from the course syllabus: “Final Research Paper – The final paper for this course presents an opportunity for you to critically analyze a topic of your choice (in consultation with me). Your topic should be germane to the topic of the course, but you will not be prescribed at topic upon which to write. A student who engages in extensive external research, and who thinks critically about how her/his area of interest is connected to the course texts, while presenting a cohesive and persuasive thesis will do very well on the final paper. Students who “dump data”, that is, give facts without synthesis and critical analysis of the material, will not do well on the final paper.  This is your opportunity to fuse the topic of the class with your area of interest/specialization in a way which shows mastery of the material covered during the course of the semester. 


You should think creatively and outside the boundaries of your comfort zone. Challenge ideas presented in class and challenge yourself. You should have a clear thesis and a paper which progresses logically. You will be evaluated based on the logical progression of your ideas. You will know early on in the semester, from feedback on the critical analysis journals, whether you are on the right path with regards to the progression of your thoughts. I will not give a page number floor or ceiling for this paper. Some students may be able to succinctly state their point and argue their case, while others may choose to use more space to present theirs. You should concern yourself with quality and not quality. By the time the final paper is ready to be submitted, you will have received feedback 5 times for the critical analysis journals as well as extensive commentary on the midterm exam. The paper must be submitted in MLA format and must include at least 5 external sources. 


On the designated final exam date, you will be expected to discuss the thesis of your paper for approximately 15 minutes and then be prepared to take questions from your classmates and instructor. Five percent of the final paper grade will be based on your verbal presentation. It is important to verbalize your conclusions and be able to answer questions from others who may challenge your thesis.

	2. Also:


C-3


	ASU - [L] Criteria

	YES
	NO
	
	Identify Documentation Submitted

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Criterion  4:   These substantial writing or speaking assignments should be arranged so that the students will get

timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to help them do better on subsequent assignments. Intervention at earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed 
	Please see description of the “Critical Analysis Journal” and “Midterm” in the syllabus for explanation of feedback in a timely manner. 

	1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or most recent) course instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments

Students will receive substantial feedback throughout the semester, so as to assist the student in producing a final research paper which displays a breadth and depth of knowledge. To this end, the instructor realizes that feedback must be given throughout the course of the semester so the student understands what is expected. First, there will be 5 checks of the critical analysis journal. This journal is outlined in the syllabus. It is a place for students to keep their thoughts, synthesize course discussion material, revisit evidence from the texts, and to make observations on their own. At least two of the five critical analysis journal checks will be completed before the midterm examination. These are formal checks in which the instructor will provide ample feedback in writing to the student regarding the connection of ideas, the support of evidence, and regarding the overall progression of logic in the journal. 

This feedback will assist students in understanding what is expected for the midterm examination. It should be understood that students may visit the instructor at any time to go over their critical analysis journal. They will be encouraged to do so. By the time the midterm is assigned, students will have learned what to expect regarding the grading of the midterm. They should understand the level of critical analysis expected of them. The midterm will be graded and given back and the next class meeting. Again, students will be strongly encouraged to read the extensive comments made on the midterm examinations and visit with the instructor during office hours to discuss expectations and what can be improved upon. 

It should be noted that between the midterm and the final, the other three journal entries will be evaluated and students will receive critical feedback. By the time research commences on the final paper and presentation, students will have had 5 opportunities to receive feedback as it relates to the critical analysis journal, and will have received feedback on the midterm examination. Furthermore, students will have been encouraged throughout the entire semester to meet with the instructor for additional feedback and instruction. 

	2. Also:


C-4


	Course Prefix
	Number
	Title
	Designation

	GER
	394
	Women’s Literature of Germany
	Seeking the “L” designation


Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.

Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

	Criteria (from checksheet)
	How course meets spirit

(contextualize specific examples in next column)
	Please provide detailed evidence of how course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus)

	C1. At least 50 percent of the grade in the course should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches, or in-class essay examinations. Group projects are acceptable only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence, and prepares a summary report
	90% of the course grade is based on writing assignments
	The committee is kindly asked to refer to the course grading section and to the sections marked C1 in the syllabus for more detailed information on this criterion. 

	C2. The composition tasks involve the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence
	The course involves the use of a critical analysis journal, the midterm examination, and the final examination. 
	The committee is kindly asked to refer to the course assignments section and to the sections marked C2 in the syllabus for more detailed information on this criterion.

	C3. The syllabus should include a minimum of two  substantial writing or speaking tasks, other  than or in addition to in-class essay exams
	Students will write a midterm examination, as well as a final research paper. The final paper will be discussed in the final class meeting. 
	The committee is kindly asked to refer to the description of the midterm and final research paper section and to the sections marked C3 in the syllabus for more detailed information on this criterion.


	C4. These substantial writing or speaking assignments should be arranged so that the students will get timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to help them do better on subsequent assignments. Intervention at earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed
	Students will receive at least 2 evaluations with extensive commentary on their critical analysis journals before the midterm examination. The midterm examination will also receive extensive feedback before the final research paper is started. Also, the remaining 3 critical analysis journal entries will be evaluated and returned to the students before the final paper. Students will also be strongly encouraged to meet with the instructor throughout the course with any questions. Individual meetings will be set up with students as necessary. 
	The committee is kindly asked to refer to the descriptions of each assignment section and to the sections marked C4 in the syllabus for more detailed information on this criterion.
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GER 394 – Women’s Literature of Germany
GER 394 – 

Spring 2009 -- Tuesdays from 5:40-8:30pm  
Instructor: TBA
Office: LL 447-A

Email: 

Phone: 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 4:00-5:30pm, Fridays 10:30-11:30am, and by appointment.

Course Overview:  This course will offer students the ability to engage with literary texts written by women writers of Germany. Reading the texts and engaging in class discussion regarding these works represents but a small portion of the course objective. You will be required to take material, with which you may not be familiar, and think critically about the intersections of gender, politics, literature, history, and other fields of study. The process of critically analyzing the texts used in the class will be largely evaluated by your writing assignments. While this course is a reading and discussion course, the main focus is on putting your ideas in written form to produce intelligible and critical essays and papers which display not only your understanding of the material, but show that you can transcend disciplinary boundaries in your written assignments. The course will require you to encounter and synthesize “dense” gender theory, but you are asked to keep in mind that the theory we cover will serve as the starting point for critical analysis of the texts. We mustn’t forget that the works we will read this semester were not written in a vacuum; but indeed have historical, geopolitical, and political elements. It will be your responsibility to bring the theory, texts, and items discussed in class together when writing your critical essays and papers. 

It is understood that students taking this course will not necessarily be experts in feminist theory, literary theory, or East German literary concepts. If you were, you probably wouldn’t be in the class! ( The goal of this class is for you to think and write critically about a body of texts, about which you may know little or nothing, and conclude the semester with an appreciation of a field of literature which, at the beginning of the semester, was foreign to you. 

No knowledge of German is required, as the texts will be read in translation. A course reader with the theoretical pieces will be available at the beginning of the semester. Students should not view this course as an introductory or overview course of women’s literature of Germany; instead as an intellectual opportunity to engage with various texts and to then think and write critically about the various materials covered in class. 

Course Format:  This course will include lecture, but will primarily consist of guided discussion about the material when we meet for our scheduled class time. It is imperative, therefore, that you come to class each week having read the assigned readings, and having written in your critical analysis journal. If you are not prepared to discuss the readings and have not spent time thinking critically about the topic(s) for the week, your grade will suffer. What you put into this class is what you will get out of it.  You are expected to participate regularly in class.  While part of your final grade is based on class participation, the majority of your grade will be based on your written assignments.  Participation includes paying attention, participating in discussions about the readings, completing assignments thoroughly and on time, and being respectful of everyone in class. Class will not be dominated by a few people who are outspoken. If you are someone who is very outspoken and has many ideas to share, please step back and let others speak. Conversely, if you are someone who is reserved and shy, take the opportunity to step forward and express your ideas in class. Everyone should feel comfortable expressing their ideas, even if you think yours is way out in left field. There is not a right or wrong answer in class discussion; just your interpretations and opinions. The caveat to this is that you MUST be able to back your ideas up with textual examples, references from lecture, and any other research in which you may have been engaged.  

Course Materials: Students are expected to purchase the required texts, which are available at the ASU bookstore. Each student needs her/his own books. In addition to the required books, you will need to purchase the course reader. You will also need a journal. This will be where you record your critical analyses of the texts. These journal entries will be collected and graded regularly. Therefore, you should have another area to keep notes from lecture and class discussion. 

Assignments: Students can expect to read anywhere between 50-150 pages per week. This is an upper-division course, and you are expected to put the appropriate amount of time into the course to receive upper-division credit.

Critical Analysis Journal
 – Each week we will be covering either a theoretical topic, and/or engaging with the literary works. To hone your critical thinking and writing skills, you must make weekly entries in your critical analysis journal. 
I am not primarily interested in the quantitative aspects of your entries; rather in what you have to say and whether it is evident that you are engaging critically with the readings and discussions. I can’t imagine that a student who is engaging critically with the material will be able to analyze the spoken words of lecture/class discussion and the written texts in less than 500 words per entry. This is only a rough guideline. You will receive ample feedback on each journal review, so you know what to expect for the midterm and final exam. 


Please date each entry for grading ease.  Please bring your journal to each class, as they will be graded at 5 randomly announced points throughout the semester. Each week after class, you should sit down, review your notes from the readings and class discussion, and then write about how the issues we are discussing intersect. Find what is important. The readings have been chosen for a reason, and you need to address what is “in between the lines” in your critical analysis journal. Class notes, notes on the readings, etc., should not be in the critical analysis journal. A quality critical analysis journal will display an evolution of thought. What we discuss in the beginning of the semester is relevant to the literature we will read later in the semester. Take the time to find and analyze these connections! 
If you have questions regarding how you are doing in the critical analysis journal, it is your responsibility to meet with the instructor to get an idea ahead of time, or wait for the first journal check/grade. 

Midterm Exam
 – One week before the midterm, you will be given five prompts related to the material we have covered by the mid-point of the semester. The prompts will not deal with what I call “gotcha, regurgitating facts” questions. An example of a “gotcha, regurgitating facts” would be, “What did Ong say about primarily oral cultures on page 54.” This sort of question does not require you to engage in critical analysis or to synthesize the material. You should expect a midterm prompt to read something along the lines of, “Discuss the parallels and contrasts of primary orality, as defined by Ong, with the retelling of the Trojan War story by Wolf. How do you understand the intersections between primary orality and a novel by a contemporary German author? Back your answers up with examples from Ong and Wolf.”


Since you will have one week to write your paper, you should already be familiar with the texts from having completed the readings. You will have received feedback on at least two of the critical analysis journal entries, and will understand what is expected of you.
 Use pertinent and substantive examples from the texts to support your answers. Each midterm prompt response should have a clearly defined thesis, a body which builds on, and supports your thesis, and a conclusion. MLA formatting is expected. 
 Your midterm will be returned the following week, so you can see the comments and prepare for the final paper.

Final Research Paper
 – The final paper for this course presents an opportunity for you to critically analyze a topic of your choice (in consultation with me). Your topic should be germane to the topic of the course, but you will not be prescribed at topic upon which to write. A student who engages in extensive external research, and who thinks critically about how her/his area of interest is connected to the course texts, while presenting a cohesive and persuasive thesis will do very well on the final paper. Students who “dump data”, that is, give facts without synthesis and critical analysis of the material, will not do well on the final paper.  This is your opportunity to fuse the topic of the class with your area of interest/specialization in a way which shows mastery of the material covered during the course of the semester. 


You should think creatively and outside the boundaries of your comfort zone. Challenge ideas presented in class and challenge yourself. You should have a clear thesis and a paper which progresses logically. You will be evaluated based on the logical progression of your ideas. You will know early on in the semester, from feedback on the critical analysis journals, whether you are on the right path with regards to the progression of your thoughts.
 I will not give a page number floor or ceiling for this paper. Some students may be able to succinctly state their point and argue their case, while others may choose to use more space to present theirs. You should concern yourself with quality and not quality. By the time the final paper is ready to be submitted, you will have received feedback 5 times for the critical analysis journals as well as extensive commentary on the midterm exam. 
The paper must be submitted in MLA format and must include at least 5 external sources. 


On the designated final exam date, you will be expected to discuss the thesis of your paper for approximately 15 minutes and then be prepared to take questions from your classmates and instructor. Five percent of the final paper grade will be based on your verbal presentation. It is important to verbalize your conclusions and be able to answer questions from others who may challenge your thesis.
 
Attendance: Attendance is key to any class which meets once a week for three hours.  Attendance equates to showing up on time and being prepared for class.  I understand that “life happens” and some things are out of our control. If you anticipate an absence, please email me as soon as you know. If you are absent for a medical reason, you should be prepared to submit a physician’s note. Excused absences will not adversely impact your grade. Unexcused absences will result in the following:  

First absence:  5 points deducted from final point total

Second absence:  10 points deducted from final point total

A third absence indicates you are choosing to fail the course and you will earn a grade of E.

Honors Contracts: An honors student may submit a proposal for an honors contract in accordance with the time frames set forth by the Honors College. 
Online Component: The syllabus will be posted on BlackBoard for your reference.  

Point Breakdown
Class Participation






10 points  



Critical Analysis Journal





25 points

Midterm Exam






25 points


Final Paper and Presentation




40 points











100 points total

Grading Scale
90-100 points

A

80-89 points

B

70-79 points

C

60-69 points

D

0-59 points

E

· No extra credit will be offered.  

· Plus/minus grading will be used for this course in order to more accurately assess students’ performance. 

· Incompletes will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. There must be extreme and extenuating circumstances for an incomplete to be granted. 

Semester Schedule

	Schedule
	Topic
	Assignments
	

	January 20th  
	Introductions, Syllabus, German Feminism (?) and  a brief History of East Germany
	Read Lorber Chapter 2; Butler excerpt; Martens Chapter 2; Fulbrook Chapter 7. (COURSE READER)
	

	January 27th 
	Discuss Readings and Lecture on East Germany, etc. 
	Read Cassandra (preface to pg. 160)
	

	January 29th 
	Cassandra – Christa Wolf’s Odyssey into Greek Antiquity – A socialist dream?
	Read Cassandra (pg 161-end)
	

	February 3rd  
	Cassandra – Theory meets literature – Butler and Martens Applied to Wolf as a Woman Writer in 1960s Germany
	Read Koehler; Butler Chapter 4 (COURSE READER)
	

	February 10th  
	Ministerium für Staatssicherheit (MfS) – Stasi – East German Secret Service and Literary Censorship – Censoring the Self
	Read Wolf’s What Remains
	

	February 17th  
	Discussion on Discursive Agency and Censorship – Christa Wolf – What Remains
	Finish all readings and review what we’ve gone over to prepare for the midterm. Evaluate critical analysis journals and ask questions before midterm.
	

	February 24th 
	One Author – Two Different Times – Evolution of Wolf as an author and Dedicated Socialist – Class Discussion and lecture
	Form study groups to begin reviewing the material covered. Receive midterm prompts in class.
	

	March 3rd   
	Bringing it All Together Discussion. MIDTERM DUE.
	NO HOMEWORK – SPRING BREAK
	

	March 10th  
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
	NO HOMEWORK
	

	March 17th  
	Return Midterms and Discuss Them. Introduction to Karen Duve – A New Feminist Voice in Germany?
	Read Duve (preface to pg. 115)
	

	March 24th  
	Discursive Agency Resurfaces – Wolf and Duve
	Read Duve (pg. 116-end)
	

	March 31st  
	Analyzing and Understanding Wolf and Duve as two authors with one mission – Do we agree? 
	Read Martens Chapter 5 through Concluding Remarks (COURSE READER)
	

	April 7th  
	State of East German Feminism: Reality vs. Socialist Utopia?
	Read Ong Chapters 6 and 7 
	

	April 14th  
	Oral Memory, the Story Line and Characterization – Connections to Wolf’s Cassandra or Duve’s Rain?
	Read Ong Chapters 1-5
	

	April 21st 
	Making the Connections – Theory and Literature
	Research for Final Paper
	

	April 28th 
	Wrap-up Discussions and Group Breakouts for Final Paper Peer Feedback on Theses
	Finish Final Paper and submit by May 5th at the beginning of class.
	

	May 5th  
	Final Paper Presentations 
	


Accommodation Statement: If you require accommodations for this course, it is your responsibility to inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. Together we can ensure that you receive the proper accommodations and that you have a pleasant experience in this course.
***Please note that this syllabus is subject to change based on instructor discretion.***

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information "C-1".





Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information "C-2".





Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information "C-3".





Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information "C-4".
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�Criterion 1


�Criterion 1 – 90% of the grade is based on writing assignments.





