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FEMINIST PHILOSOPHICAL LITERATURE

In 1970 7% of academic philosophers in the U.S. were women. That percentage grew to 12% in 1980 and now stands around 22%. This course is an exploration of the way that gender has and continues to make a difference to the substantive content of philosophical theories. The feminist philosophical work in ethics, political theory and theory of knowledge that we will be reading has two central aims: to reveal the gender biasencoded in conventional philosophical work, and to reconstruct theories of morality, political justice, and knowledge so that they more adequately address the experience of women and other disesteemed social groups.

This course satisfies the General Studies “C” requirement: Cultural Diversity in the United States. All of the texts are by contemporary U.S. women philosophers and were chosen to illustrate the contribution of U.S. feminist philosophers to reshaping the discipline of philosophy within the United States. While gender oppression is global, the specific ethical, political, and epistemological concerns raised, and the central examples used, are ones that specifically reflect U.S. women’s experience.  

TEXTS:

Marilyn Friedman, Autonomy, Gender, Politics (AGP)

Peggy DesAutels and Margaret Walker, Moral Psychology (MP)
Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference (JPD)

Cheshire Calhoun, Feminism, the Family, and the Politics of the Closet, (FFP)

Linda Alcoff & Elizabeth Potter, eds., Feminist Epistemologies (FE)
Reader Available at the Alternative Copy Shop, 715 S. Forest (Reader)

Office Hours:  for quick (5 minute) items, you are welcome to drop by in the two hours before class, immediately after class, or anytime my office door is open. If you want to sit down for a longer chat, just email me or phone me during the day, and we’ll set up an appointment that’s convenient for you and me. Assume that I am available Monday 12-3:30 and Friday 12-3:30.

Attendance Policy: Missing three seminar sessions will result in a failing course grade.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADE PERCENTAGES:

· one class presentation (20%): you will sign up to give one 30-minute presentation Your presentation should cover a summary of the text with a special focus on some portion that you think is important and that we need to be clear on. Your presentation should also include some critical, reflective approach to the text that will stimulate discussion.

Your thoughts should be well-organized for public presentation. Come prepared with an outline of the order of your presentation to hand out in class. 

You will be graded on:

• organization and clarity of your presentation

• correctness of your re-presentation of the author’s views


• usefulness of your outline 

• intellectual engagement (e.g., using your own examples, offering your own criticisms, pointing out unclear passages in the text and providing your own interpretation, pointing out interesting connections between this text and other texts read in this class)

• ability to connect with the rest of us (e.g., by asking us questions or answering our questions, or otherwise inviting us to participate) 

· Blackboard discussion contribution journal (15%): By the 10am of each seminar day, you are to post some brief comment (no more than seven sentences) on the readings of the day that you intend to raise in the seminar. This may be a critical comment, a question about interpretation, an observation of the implications of the author’s view, or a connection to other texts/issues. You are welcome, but not required, to respond to others’ contributions. Your compiled contributions are to be submitted the last day of class. This is journal constitutes a record of your intellectual engagement with the texts/issues over the course of the semester.

· 7-page  essay (20%) : Your thesis must be stated as a question within the first paragraph. This essay will be turned in twice. The first draft will receive a provisional grade so that you can gauge how much revision you need to do. Both your peer reviewer and I will suggest ways that you can improve your essay. Your essay grade will be based solely on the revised draft.
· Peer reviews,  Response to Critics (10%):
· Undergraduates: You will review one undergraduate essay following the manuscript review guidelines. 

· Graduates: You will review two graduate student essays following the manuscript review guidelines. 

· Professional Essay (35%): 

· Undergraduates: 10 page maximum. First draft due April 15. Revised final draft due by the final exam date The goal is to produce an essay of sufficient philosophical caliber and writing sophistication to be used as a writing sample in graduate school applications. Accordingly, Heightened standards of assessment will be in play. You may use outside sources or exclusively course texts. Your essay will be reviewed by me and one other undergraduate member of the class. The final draft will receive separate grades on (1) philosophical quality of the essay, (2) responsiveness to your reviewers’ critiques.

· Graduate: 15 page maximum. First draft due April 15. Revised draft due by final exam date. Final essay due by the final exam date. The goal is to produce an essay of sufficient intellectual caliber, originality, and writing sophistication to be submitted for conference presentation. Accordingly, heightened standards of assessment will be in play. You are to use at least one outside source. Your essay will be reviewed by two graduate members of the class. The final draft will receive separate grades on (1) quality of the essay, (2) responsiveness to your reviewers’ critiques.

SYLLABUS
1-21
introduction to feminist philosophy in the academy

read: 

Cheshire Calhoun, “Introduction” to Setting the Moral Compass (Reader)

Margaret Walker, “Diotima’s Ghost” (Reader)

Sally Haslanger, “Changing the Ideology and Culture of Philosophy: Not by Reason Alone” (Reader)
I.   Critiques of Mainstream Theorizing in Ethics
1-28
feminist critiques of gender bias in ethical theory

read: 


Annette Baier, “What do Women Want in a Moral Theory” (Reader)

Annette Baier “The Need for More than Justice” (Reader)

Margaret Walker, “Authority and Transparency” (Reader)

II. Trust, Vulnerability, and Autonomy
 


2-4
relational autonomy

read: 

Marilyn Friedman, “Autonomy and Social Relationships: Rethinking the Feminist Critique” (AGP)

Marilyn Friedman, “A Conception of Autonomy” (AGP)

2-11
domestic violence, autonomy, and self-respect 

read: 

Sandra Bartky, “Intimidation” (MP)

Marilyn Friedman, “Domestic Violence Against Women and Autonomy” (AGP)

Robin Dillon, “’What’s a Woman Worth? What’s Life Worth? Without Self-Respect!’ On the Value of Evaluative Self-Respect” (MP)

2-18
trust & vulnerability


read:
Annette Baier, “Trust and Anti-Trust” (Reader)

Karen Jones, “Trust and Terror,” (MP) 

Claudia Card, “Torture in Ordinary Circumstances” (MP)
III. Rethinking Liberal  Political Theory

2-25
critiquing Rawlsian liberalism: the importance of gender justice


read:

Charles Mills, “Ideal Theory as Ideology”
Susan Moller Okin, “Justice as Fairness: For Whom?” electronic reserve

Iris Marion Young, “Insurgency and the Welfare Capitalist Society” (JPD)

3-4
7-page essay due. critiquing Rawlsian liberalism: rethinking the meaning of justice


read:


Iris Marion Young, “Displacing the Distributive Paradigm” (JPD)

Iris Marion Young, “Social Movements and the Politics of Difference” (JPD)

Marilyn Friedman, “John Rawls and the Political Coercion of Unreasonable People” (AGP)

SPRING BREAK

3-18
peer review due. the faces of oppression


read: 


Iris Marion Young, “Five Faces of Oppression” (JPD)

Marilyn Friedman, “Cultural Minorities and Women’s Rights” (AGP)

IV. The Politics of Difference & The Feminist Subject 

3-25 
revised essay due. Intersectional analysis

read: 

Calhoun, “Introduction: Centering  Sexual Orientation Politics” (FFP)

Calhoun, “Separating Lesbian Theory from Feminist theory” (FFP)

4-1  
the proper subjects of feminism & the shape of lesbian/gay subordination

read: 

Calhoun, “The Gender Closet” (FFP)

Narayan, “The Scope of Our Concerns” (Reader)
Calhoun“The Shape of Lesbian and Gay Subordination” (FFP)

4-8
Marriage & family

read: Claudia Card, “Against Marriage” (Reader)

Calhoun, “Defending Marriage” (FFP)

Cheshire Calhoun, “Who’s Afraid of Polygamous Marriage?” (Reader)

Calhoun, “Constructing Lesbians and Gay Men as Family’s Outlaws” (FFP)

V.  Feminist Epistemology

4-15
Professional essay due. social values and scientific knowledge

read:  

Iris Marion Young, “The Scaling of Bodies and the Politics of Identity” 


Sue Campbell, “Models of Minds and Memory Activities” (MP) 

Lorraine Code, "Taking Subjectivity into Account," (FE, pp. 15-32 only)

4-22
peer review due. standpoint epistemologies

read: 

Sandra Harding, "Rethinking Standpoint Epistemology: 'What is Strong Objectivity'?" (FE)

Ami Bar On, "Marginality as Epistemic Privilege" (FE) 
Helen Longino, "Subjects, Power, and Knowledge: Description and Prescription in Feminist Philosophies of Science" (FE)

4-29 Blackboard Contribution Journal due. anti-individualism in knowledge &

 
concluding comments


read: 

Lyn Hankinson Nelson, "Epistemological Communities" (FE)

Haslanger, “What Knowledge Is and What It Ought to Be: Feminist Values and Normative Epistemology” (Reader)
Professional Essays due no later than  Wednesday May 13, noon in my office.
