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Courses submitted to the GSC between 2/1 and 4/30 if approved, will be effective the following Spring.

Courses submitted between 5/1 and 1/31 if approved, will be effective the following Fall.
(SUBMISSION VIA ADOBE.PDF FILES IS PREFERRED)

DATE 2-19-09
1. ACADEMIC UNIT: Religious Studies
2. COURSE PROPOSED: REL 305 Ritual, Symbol & Myth 3
(prefix)  {number) (fitle) (semester hours)
3 CONTACT PERSON: Name: Pat Power Phone: 5-0642
Mail Code: 3104 E-Mail: patricia.power@asu.edu
4, ELIGIBILITY: New courses must be approved by the Tempe Campus Curriculum Subcommittee and must have a

regular course number. For the rules governing approval of omnibus courses, contact the General Studies Program
Office at 965-0739.

5. AREA(S) PROPOSED COURSE WILL SERVE. A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness
area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one awareness area requirements concurrently, but
may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simuitaneously, even if approved for those areas. With departmental
consent, an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the
major program of study. {Flease submit one designation per proposal}

Core Areas Awareness Areas

Literacy and Critical Inquiry—L [X] Global Awareness—G []

Mathematical Studies—MA [ ] cs[] Historical Awareness—H [

Humanities, Fine Arts and Design—HU [] Cultural Diversity in the United States—C ]

Social and Behavioral Sciences—SB [ . ;
Natural Sciences-sQ [1 sc [

6. DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED.
{1} Course Description
(2) Course Syllabus
(3) Criteria Checklist for the area
(4) Table of Contents from the textbook used, if available

7. In the space provided below (or oh a separate sheet), please also provide a description of how the course meets
the specific criteria in the area for which the course is being proposed.

(see attached criteria check list and summary)

CROSS-LISTED COURSES:  [X No L] Yes; Please identify courses:

Is this amultisection course?: [ ] Ne Yes; Is it governed by a commen syllabus?  noO

Joel D Gereboff Q

Chair/DirectT (Print or Type) \ hair/Director (Signélure)
)

Date: _ 2 'Dll!'}'/

Rev. 1/94, 4195, 7/98j4/08 \1d2, 10108



Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L]
Page 2

Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

CRITERION 1: Atleast 50 percent of the grade in the course
should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches,
IE I:I or in-class essay examinations, Group projects are acceptable
only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence,
and prepares a summary report

1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades--and indicate
the proportion of the final grade that is determined by each assignment.

Syllabus:
I:' CRITERIQN 2: The composition tasks involve the gathering, | requirements and
interpretation, and evaluation of evidence - grading; discussion
board instructions

- i "
CRITERION 3: The syllabus should include a minimum of syllabus: requirements
two substantial writing or speaking tasks, other than or in and grading
addition to in-class ¢ssay exams
1. Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks that
are included in the course requirements

T




Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L]
Page 3

- m4 Nessesssasse -

C N 4: These substantial writing or speakin, Syllabus p 2
assignments should be arranged so that the students will get "Essays"; pp 3-4
VA I:l timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to | "Schedule of due

help them do betier on subsequent assignments. Infervention at dates"
earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed

1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or
most recent) course instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments




Literacy and Critical Inquiry {L]
Page 4

Course Prefix Number

Title

Designation

REL 305

Ritual, Symbol & Myth

L

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

TC-L: at least 50% of thestudent's
grade should come from substantial
writing assignments

At least 90% of the student grade
will come from writing
agsignments; 30% will come from a
final 12-15 page paper and 30%
from a series of three critical 4-5
page essays.

| Syllabus p. 2 "Requirements &

Grading"

C-2: Composition assignments
should involve the gathering,
interpretation and evaluation of
evidence

All writing assignments involve -
one, both or all three of the C-2
requirements. Journals are
reflective but critical, discussion
board prompts aim for comparison,
interpretation and evaluation of
evidence in light of varions
theoretical propositions; essays are
structured around critical
thinking/writing skills and the final
paper involves independent
research as well as interpretation
and evaluation of evidence.

Syllabus p. 2 as well as sample
discussion board instructions on
separate sheet

C-3 Syllabus should include a
minimum of two substantial writing
assignments

C-4 Substantial writing
assignments should provide student
with timely {eedback -

(-1 The student will submit a
final 12-15 pg paper worth 30% of
the course grade and three 4-5 page
critical essays worth a total of 30%
of the course grade.

C-4 The essays can be revised and
resubmitted following instractor
feedback (provided they were done
in good faith the first time) and the
final paper is staged with proposal,
revised proposal, draft and final
paper

C-3 Syllabus, p. 2
"Requiremants and Grading"

C-4 Syllabus p. 2 and pp. 3-4
"Schedule of duc Dates"”




Department of Religious Studies
Main Office - ECA 377
(480) 965-7145
UG Advisor. P Power
ECA 365 (480) 965-0642

Ritual, Symbol & Myth

REL 305
Instructor: Pat Power Day/Time: INTERNET
Office Location: ECA 365 ' Location:
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 1-3 Schedule Line #:

E-mail: patricia.power@asu.edu

TA:

Office Location:
Office Hours:
E-mail:

General Studies: L, HU
Knowledge & Skills Goals: K1, K2, K3, 81, O4
Distribution Area: Core Requirement far Majors and Minors in Religious Studies

General Studies, Knowledge and Skills Goals of the Course:

This course introduces the academic study of religion and explains the concepts of ritual, symbol and
myth and how they function in the construction and maintenance of religious systems. It also examines the
development and role of religious ideas, literature, practices and beliefs in various social and cultural
contexis (HU). Students who complete this course should gain a general knowledge of the beliefs,
practices and institutions central to o wide range of global religious traditions (K1). They will also be
infroduced to basic theoretical and methedological issues involved in the academic study of refigion
(K2). In addition, they should develop a general understanding of the role of religion and religious
fradition in individual and collective life in diverse historical and culfural contexts over fime (K3). The
student will leam to employ interdisciplinary approaches fo religion in understanding various social and
cultural phenomena associated with religious studies (S1). Because this is a writing class (1) delivered via
the intemet, student grades will come from engaged reading that is reflected in thoughtful and careful
writing in journdls, discussion board forums, formal and informal essays and short answer essay-style
quizzes. The practice of crifical thinking and writing will provide students with the capacity for life-long
learning and religious literacy. (O4)

Required Reading:

Gary E. Kessler, Studying Religion: An Introduction through Cases, 2nd edition.

Claude Lévi-Strauss, Myth and Meaning: Cragcking the Code of Culture, Schocken Books (1995).
Eliade, Mirceq, Images and Symibols: Studies in Religious Symbolism, Princefon (19921).

Turner, Victor, The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure, Adeline de Gruyter (1995).
Course material that will be made available on Blackboard




Two Traditions in the Study of Religion

Robert Wuthnow
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 20, No. 1. (Mar., 1981), pp. 16-32.

Stable URL:
http://links jstor.org/sici?sici=0021-8294%28198103%2920%3A1 %3C16%3ATTITSO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-H

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion is currently published by Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
hitp://www jstor.org/about/terms.html. JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless you
have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a journal or multiple copies of articles, and
you may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial vse.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work, Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www jstor.org/journals/sssr.html.

Fach copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appeats on the screen or
printed page of such transmission.

JSTOR is an independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to creating and preserving a digital archive of
scholarly journals. For more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

http:/fwww jstor.org/
Fri Oct 6 21:58:28 2006



Religious Symbolism and "Universal'" Religion

Maurice S. Friedman
The Journal of Religion, Vol. 38, No. 4. (Oct., 1958), pp. 215-225.

Stable URL:
http://links jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-4189%28195810%2938 %3 A4%3C215%3ARSA%22R%3E2.0.CO%3B2-R

The Journal of Religion is currently published by The University of Chicago Press.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http:/fwww jstor.org/faboutfterms.html. JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless you
have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a journal or multiple copies of articles, and
you may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www jstor.org/journals/ucpress.himl.

Each copy of any part of 2 JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or
printed page of such transmission.

JSTOR is an independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to creating and preserving a digital archive of
scholarly jourpals. For more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

http:/fwww jstor.org/
Fri Oct 6 21:46:45 2006



Religious Symbolism: A Plea for a Comparative Approach

Stephen J. Reno
Folklore, Vol. 88, No. 1. (1977), pp. 76-85.

Stable URL:
http://links jstor.org/sici?sici=0015-587X %281977%2988%3A1%3CT6%3ARSAPFA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-M

Folkiore is currently published by Folklore Enterprises, Ltd..

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http:/fwww jstor.org/about/terms.hitml. JSTOR’s Terms and Conditicns of Use provides, in part, that unless you
have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a joumal or multiple copies of articles, and
you may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http:/fwww jstor.org/journals/fel. html.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or
printed page of such transmission.

JSTOR is an independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to creating and preserving a digital archive of
scholarly journals. For more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support @jstor.org.

htip://www jstor.org/
Fri Oct 621:23:57 2006



Bridging the Gap between Understanding and Explanation Approaches to
the Study of Religion

Steven D. Kepnes

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 25, No. 4. (Dec., 1986), pp. 504-512.

Stable URL:
http://links jstor.org/sici?sici=0021-8294%28198612%2925 B3A4%3C04%3ABTGBUA%3EZ.0.CO%3B2-8

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion is currently published by Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.

Youruse of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http:/iwww _jstor. 01g/about/te1ms html. JSTOR’s Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless you
have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a jounal or multiple copies of articles, and
you may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http:/fwww jstor.org/journals/sssr.html.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or
printed page of such transmission.

ISTOR is an independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to creating and preserving a digital archive of
scholarly journals. For more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

http:/fwww jstor.org/
Fri Oct 621:49:18 2006



Blackboard Academic Suite Page 1 of 1

aiggis Courses Cierfanizatio

Berger, pp 3-28

sacred canopy (3.772 Mb)
This is Peter Berger's chapter on world building, a
sociological interpretation of how human beings create and
sustain meaning in the world. He understands religion as
world building in a sacred mode, His major points are:
Umt 3 Symbols
1. Society is a dialectic phenomenen.

U'ﬁit 4 Fiitua! : 2. There are three steps in this dialectic process:
i s— externalization, objectification and internalization. Together
Finai Projects ™ these account for the stability of any ordered 'world’ that

humans inhabit.
3. The human 'world’ is synonymous WIth culture.
4. Society is an externalized, objectified and internalized

Cammumcatmn , reality that human beings construct for themselves.
N———— 5. To live in a social world is to live in an ordered world
iscussion Board {nomos). To be radically separated from the social world
— results in anomy or worldiessness.
External Links ™ 8. Religion is world building in a sacred mode. (p. 25) The

opposite of a sacred world (cosmos) is chaos

Durkheim pp 38-83
durkheim-elementary forms.pdf (5.69 Mb)

This is an excerpt from the classic work, The Elementary
Forms of the Religious Life. Durkheim addresses the problem
of defining religion by first defining its core. In looking for a
term to describe the center of the religious life, he dismisses
the "supernatural’ or 'divinity' and settles on the division
between sacred and profane as he defines them. (p. 52)
Sacred things are not the same as divinity, although divinity
could be the sacred in some religious systems. Nor is it
equivalent to the supernatural; according to Durkheim
religion is an attempt to explain the everyday world; not the
extraordinary events, but the ordinary ones.

For Durkheim, a religion comes into being when a critical
number of sacred things share a hierarchical relationship with
one another and coalesce into a unified 'symbol’ system. The
beliefs and rites associated with this symbolic system then
constitute a religion.

https://my7.asu.edu/webapps/portal/frameset jsp?tab=courseséurl=/bin/common/course.pl... 2/17/2009



Course Description:

This course is designed to explore the ways in which ritual, symbol and myth work together fo create and
sustain religious worldviews and collective religious identity. It approaches religion as a universal
phenomenon of culiure, society and individual experience thai has at its core a concept of the sacred
around which a specific structure revolves. it will explore multiple concepts of "the sacred" and show how
rituals, symbols and myths relate to the sacred in ways that provide a sustainable and meaningful world
for human existence. »

Requirements & Grading:

The course requires that the student complete five Leamning Units. each with its assigned readings,
optional or required film viewings, discussion board postings, quizzes, joumnals and essays.

*Learning Unils: Each Learning Unit contains instructions for the unit’s assignments, reading
guides, resource material, and access to the unit quizzes. Alf individual writing assignments are
to be uploaded via the digital drop box on the Blackboard site. Use the proper format for
naming your files before uploading or they may not be transferred by the system and | won't be
able to identify them (Ex: NAME_LU1). Use this scheme consistently fo avoid problems.

*Assigned Readings: These will derive from the textbooks and additional material available in the
Learning Unit folders on the Blackboard course site.

*Film viewing: All films required for this course are available to rent through Blockbuster or
similar business. There will be a reading guide for each film that the student is asked fo download
and use during the viewing.

*Discussion Board Posfings (15%): These will constitute the required student attendance for the
course. The requirement is 1o make a minimum of two substantive posts (essay style) on two
separate days for a total of 10 points per week for fifteen weeks. The discussion board forums are
the equivalent of in-class participation and lectures that would be required on-ground. This class
would meet for fwo hours and thirty minutes a week, therefore you should plan to spend that
much time reading and posting to these forums. Poinis are awarded for the qudlity of the
discussion (content) and for meeting the assighment posting requirements. Consistent faiiure 1o
meaeat e rminimum weaekly posiing recuirernenis will lower vour grade ot izast oneg Grads Level,
regarciless of folal points samed!

*Quizzes {10%): There are a fotal of four timed (1 hr. 20 min.) quizzes. Quizzes cover the readings

from the textbooks as well as material in the Learning Units and on the Discussion Boards. This is a

writing class; quizzes will reflect this. There is no final exam:; rather a final paper will be due by the

gth of December,
*Journals (15%): As you progress through the material for this course you will be expected to

keep a written account of your reactions, questions, reftections, etc. This is o be a record of your
crifical engagement with your readings and not a mere summary of the material or a
compendium of your notes. You will be asked to submit these journals periodically for critiqu

and grading. They are worth 15% of your grade.
*Essays (30%): There will be three required essays of 4-5 pages double-spoc_g__o_l_ 12 point type

schedule for due dat ey




& G
etailed instructions are available in the "Final Paper” folder on Blackboard.

Grading: Grades will be determined by total points eamed as follows:

tem Possible Scale

Journals 150 9031-1000 A

Quizzes 100 801-900 B

Essays 300 701-800 C

Discussion Board 150 601-700 D

Final Paper 300 < 601 E
Total: 1,000

Schedule of Due Dates:

{All due dates end at midnight unless otherwise noted)
First Day of Class

Week 1 & 2: Preliminaries

Student introductions, syllabus review

Infro to the academic study of religion: theory & concepts
Discussion Board 1 posits due by

Aug 21

Aug 21-Sept 3

Aug 26 midnight

Quiz #1 8/31
Discussion Board 2 G/2
Weeks 3, 4, 5 Leaming Unit 1 P/4-9724
Religion and the Sacred

Discussion Board 3 9/9
Journal 1 (50 pts} due by 9/15
Discussion Board 4 /16
Quiz #2 ?/21
Essay #1 9/22
Discussicn Board 5 9/23
Weeks 4, 7: Learring Unit 2 9/25-10/8
Myth: Sacred Stories

Discussion Board é 9/30

Journal #2
:_Discussion Board 7

Weeks 8, 9. 10: Learming Unit 3 10/9-10/29
Symbols: Sacred "sites”

Quiz #3 10/12
Discussion Board 8 10/13

Discussion Board 9 10/2 1
Esscy # 2 10/27
Discussion Board 10 10/28

Weeks 11, 12, 13; Leaming Unit 4
Ritual: Sacred action

16/30-11/19

Discussion Board 11 11/4
Quiz #4 11/9
Journal #3 11/10



Discussion Board 13 11/183

Weeks 14, 15: Leaming Unit 5 11/20-12/5
_Ritual, Symbol and Myth: creating and sustaining religious identity

Essay #3 11/21
[THANKSGIVING BREAK] 11/23-24
Discussion Board 14 _ 11/27
Work on finai paper

Discussion Board 15 [LAST DAY OF CLASS] 12/5
FINAL PAP

Final Grades posted by 12/18

Blackboard Information:

E-mail: You must have a valid ASU email account (e.g., name@asu.edu) and you must check it
daily. If you never use your ASU email address, you must set up mail forwarding to whatever address
you do use. Go to hitp://www.asu.edu/emma and follow the directions.

Blackboard: This course is delivered entirely via the ASU Blackboard {ASUonline) system. You should
be automaticdlly enrolled in the on-line module, and a link to the course should appear when you
sign on fo the myASU home page (myASU/myASU courses/courses you are enrolled in/REL 305:
Ritual, Symbol & Myth [2006 Fdall]).

If you do not see this link, check to be sure you are registered for the course before confacting me
(patricia.power@gsu.edu) to enroll you. You cannot self-enrcll.

If you do not have an ASUrite user ID and password, you may self-subscribe at
http://www.asu.edu/it/tempe/cac/accounts/asurife.htm

The system is very user fiendly and | will make every effort {o help you navigate it once
you are connecied. For connection or compatibility issues however, you will contact myasy-
g@asu.edu or call 480.965.6500.

Attendance, Make-ups:

See Discussion Board requirements in the previous section for attendance requirements. Late Assignments wili be
graded accordingly. Quizzes, Journals and Discussion Board requirements are not accepted late and the work
cannot be made up. There is no extra-credit work available in this course.

Withdrawals:
http:/iwww.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ses/ses231-08. htmi

Incompletes;
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ses/ses203-08.hirnl

Academic Dishonesty:
The Department of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: “Student Academic Integrity

Policy.” See: hitp:/fwww.asu_ edu/studentlifefjudicial/inteqrity. htrnl
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