
ARIZONA STATE UNMRSITY 

GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 

Course information: 
Copy and paste current course information ji·om lass Search/Course Catalog. 

College/School College oflntegra tive Sciences a nd Arts Department/School Languages and Cultures 

Prefix: SPA Number: 494 Title: Special Topics: La tino/Latin America n Film: Ethica l 
Discussions for the Professions Units: 3 

Course description: This course is an introduction to the numerous ways in which Latino/Latin American cinema discusses

the roles played by different professionals on issues of modernization, education, inequality, discrimination, human rights 
violations, and corruption. The course examines ethical issues relevant to different professions. Journalists, teachers, 
lawyers, social workers, entrepreneurs, and other professionals are placed at difficult crossroads wherein social conflict, 
personal loyalties, and individual interests interfere with professional ethical decisions. This course analyzes these delicate 
issues in their socio-cultural context through the exploration and interrogation of socio-political and historical factors 

related to Latino and Latin American populations. 

ls this a cross-listed course? No If yes, plea se identify course(s): 

Is this a shared course? No Ifso, list a ll a ca demic units offering this course: 
Note- For courses that are cross/isled and/or shared, a fetter of suppor/from the chair/director ofeac/1 depar/menl thal offers the course is required for eaclt

designation requested. By submitting this feller of supporl. the chair/director agrees lo ensure that aff facufty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designalion(s) and will teach the course in a manner that meets the criteria for each approved designation. 

Is this a perma nent-numbered course with topics? No 

Tfyes, all topics under this pennanent-numbered course must be taught in a manner that meets the criteria Cha ir/Director Initia ls 
for the approved designation(s). It is the responsibility of the chair/director to ensure that all faculty 
teaching the course are aware of the General Studies designation(s) and adhere to the above guidelines. ___ (Required)
Requested designation: Literacy and Critica l Inquiry-L Mandatory Review: No 
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation. 

Eligibility: Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university's review and approval process. For the rules governing approval of 
omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucic@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow: 

For Fa ll 201 8 Effective Da te: October 1, 2017 
Area(s) proposed course will serve: 

For Spring 2019 Effective Da te: March 10, 2018 

A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one 
awareness area requirements concun-ently, but may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas. 
With departmental consent, an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major 
program of study. 
Checklists for general studies designations: 

Complete a nd a ttach the appropria te checklist 
Literacy and Critica l Inquiry core courses (L) 
Mathematics core courses (MA) 
Computer/statistics/quantitative applica tions core courses (CS) 
Humanities, Arts a nd Design core courses (HU) 

ocial-Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB) 
Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG) 
Cultural Diversity in the United Sta tes courses (C) 
Globa l Awareness courses (G) 
Historica l Awareness courses (H) 

A complete proposal should include: 

[8l Signed course proposa l cover form 
[8l Criteria checklist for General Studies designa tion being requested 
[8l Course ca ta log description 
[8l Sample syllabus for the course 
[8l Copy of table of contents from the textbook a nd list of required readings/books 

It is respectfully requested that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one PDF. 

Contact information: 

Name Lorena Cuya Ga vila no E-ma i I lcu�""a-'-v"'"@"-a;;..;s...;..u...;...e'""d;;..;u'------- -- Phone 8142225673 

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Desie;nation 

SPA 494 L Special Topics: Latino/Latin American Film: 
Ethical Discussions for the Professions 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 

Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

Criteria (from How course meets spirit Please provide detailed evidence of how course 
checksheet) (contextualize specific meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

examples in next column) 

Criterion 1 The course offers two writing assignments that add up 
to 60% of the grade. Students gather, interpret, and 
evaluate information to write (I) a critical analysis of 
their interactions with the community = 20% and (2) a 
final argumentative essay = 40%. 
See syllabus p. 3: Comment 1. 

Criterion 2 Students must interact with the community to gather, 
interpret, and evaluate information to write a critical 
essay that mixes original analysis and the theory studied 
in class. See syllabus pp. 3-4: Comments 2 and 4 

There are three substantial 
written assignments that 
constitute 60 % of the final grade 
and require a conscientious 
research process. 

Writing assignments require that 
students gather and evaluate 
information in order to produce 
argumentative and critical essays 
wherein students use class 
information, apply the theory, 
produce and defend their own 
arguments. 

Criterion 3 See Syllabus pp. 3-4: Comments 3 and 5 

There are 3 substantial writing assignments: 2 critical 
analysis of interactions with the community and a final 
research project that includes a written essay and an 
audiovisual presentation. 

Criterion 4 

Students produce three 
assignments that are substantial in 
depth, quality, and quantity (up to 
14 pages in Spanish). Students 
gather information from the 
library and from their interactions 
in the community to later use the 
theory and critical text reviewed 
in class and produce their own 
argumentative works. 

Students must present several 
versions of their different projects 
in order to improve their writing 
skills. 

Criterion 4 

Students submit their work in different stages. They 
also receive feedback on the different versions of their 
work to correct and improve their projects. 

See Plan of Study pp 8-11: Comments 6-12 

Comments 6-8 and 10 show the deadlines for essays 
about the interactions with the community 

Comments 9, 11, 12 show the deal ines for the final 
project 



College of Integrative Sciences and Arts 
SPA494 

Latino/Latin American Film: Ethical Discussions for the Professions 

Prof. Lorena Cuya Gavilano Ph.D. 

Phoenix, Downtown 

Description as it appears in the course catalogue: 

This course is an introduction to the numerous ways in which Latino/Latin American 
cinema discusses the roles played by different professionals on issues of.modernization, 
education, inequality, discrimination, human rights violations, and corruption. The course 
examines ethical issues relevant to different professions. Journalists, teachers, lawyers, 
social workers, entrepreneurs, and other professionals are placed at difficult crossroads 
wherein social conflict, personal loyalties, and individual interests interfere with 
professional ethical decisions. This course analyzes these delicate issues in their socio
cultural context through the exploration and interrogation of socio-political and historical 
factors related to Latino and Latin American pop9lations. 































SPA 494: Latino/Latin American Film: Ethical Discussions for the Professions 

College of Integrative Sciences and Arts 
Documentation from Unit Head – Intent to Request a Permanent Number 

 
From: Jacqueline Martinez  
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 12:43 PM 
To: Kelli Haren <Kelli.Haren@asu.edu> 
Subject: Request for permanent courses 
 
Kelli, 
 
I am currently working with the CISA Curriculum Committee and requesting permanent number for COM 394: 
Cultural Communicology and SPA 494: Latino/Latin American Film.  We are working to get these in the books 
as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks, 
Jackie 
Jacqueline M Martinez, Ph.D. 
Faculty Head, Languages and Cultures 
Associate Professor of Communication 
College of Integrative Sciences and Arts 
Arizona State University 
455 N. 3rd Street, Suite 380 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Mail Code 0520 
Email: jmartinez@asu.edu 
Office Phone: (602) 496-0614 
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