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1.)  DATE:  1/24/18  2.)  COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  Maricopa Co. Comm. College District 
3.)   
COURSE PROPOSED: Prefix: REL  Number: 203  Title: American Indian Religions  Credits: 3 
 
CROSS LISTED WITH: Prefix: AIS  Number: 213; Prefix:        Number:      ; Prefix:        Number:      ; 
 

Prefix:        Number:      ; Prefix:        Number:      ; Prefix:        Number:       
4.)  COMMUNITY COLLEGE INITIATOR: SHARENDA ROAM    PHONE: 623-845-5451 
 FAX: 623-845-3287, sharenda.roam@gccaz.edu 
ELIGIBILITY: Courses must have a current Course Equivalency Guide (CEG) evaluation.  Courses evaluated as NT (non-transferable are 
not eligible for the General Studies Program. 

MANDATORY REVIEW: 
 

 The above specified course is undergoing Mandatory Review for the following Core or Awareness Area (only one area is permitted; if a 
course meets more than one Core or Awareness Area, please submit a separate Mandatory Review Cover Form for each Area). 
 
POLICY: The General Studies Council (GSC) Policies and Procedures requires the review of previously approved community college 
courses every five years, to verify that they continue to meet the requirements of Core or Awareness Areas already assigned to these 
courses. This review is also necessary as the General Studies program evolves. 
AREA(S) PROPOSED COURSE WILL SERVE:  A course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area.  Although a course 
may satisfy a core area requirement and an awareness area requirement concurrently, a course may not be used to satisfy requirements in 
two core or awareness areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  With departmental consent, an approved General Studies 
course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirements and the major program of study. 
5.) PLEASE SELECT EITHER A CORE AREA OR AN AWARENESS AREA: 
Core Areas:   Humanities, Arts and Design (HU) Awareness Areas:   Select awareness area... 
6.) On a separate sheet, please provide a description of how the course meets the specific criteria in the area for which the course 
is being proposed.  
7.) DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 

Course Description 
Course Syllabus 
Criteria Checklist for the area 
Table of Contents from the textbook required and list of required readings/books 
Description of how course meets criteria as stated in item 6. 

8.)  THIS COURSE CURRENTLY TRANSFERS TO ASU AS: 
 DECREL, AISprefix  
 Elective 

 
Current General Studies designation(s): HU, L, C 
 
Effective date: 2018 Spring  Course Equivalency Guide 
 
Is this a multi-section course?                  yes     no 
 
Is it governed by a common syllabus?       yes     no 
 
Chair/Director: MATT COOPER, REL IC CHAIR; JOHN HERSHMAN AND ROLAND WALKER, AIS CO-CHAIRS  
   Chair/Director Signature:       
 
AGSC Action:   Date action taken:             Approved  Disapproved 
 

 
 
    



Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

 

HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] 
 

 

Rationale and Objectives 

 

The humanities disciplines are concerned with questions of human existence and meaning, the nature of 
thinking and knowing, with moral and aesthetic experience. The humanities develop values of all kinds by 
making the human mind more supple, critical, and expansive. They are concerned with the study of the 
textual and artistic traditions of diverse cultures, including traditions in literature, philosophy, religion, 
ethics, history, and aesthetics. In sum, these disciplines explore the range of human thought and its 
application to the past and present human environment. They deepen awareness of the diversity of the 
human heritage and its traditions and histories and they may also promote the application of this knowledge 
to contemporary societies.  

The study of the arts and design, like the humanities, deepens the student’s awareness of the diversity of 
human societies and cultures. The arts have as their primary purpose the creation and study of objects, 
installations, performances and other means of expressing or conveying aesthetic concepts and ideas. 
Design study concerns itself with material objects, images and spaces, their historical development, and 
their significance in society and culture. Disciplines in the arts and design employ modes of thought and 
communication that are often nonverbal, which means that courses in these areas tend to focus on objects, 
images, and structures and/or on the practical techniques and historical development of artistic and design 
traditions. The past and present accomplishments of artists and designers help form the student’s ability to 
perceive aesthetic qualities of art work and design. 

The Humanities, Arts and Design are an important part of the General Studies Program, for they provide an 
opportunity for students to study intellectual and imaginative traditions and to observe and/or learn the 
production of art work and design. The knowledge acquired in courses fulfilling the Humanities, Arts and 
Design requirement may encourage students to investigate their own personal philosophies or beliefs and to 
understand better their own social experience. In sum, the Humanities, Arts and Design core area enables 
students to broaden and deepen their consideration of the variety of human experience. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

 

ASU - [HU] CRITERIA 
HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] courses must meet either 1, 2 or 3 and at least one of the 

criteria under 4 in such a way as to make the satisfaction of these criteria A CENTRAL AND 

SUBSTANTIAL PORTION of the course content. 

YES NO  
Identify 

Documentation 

Submitted 

  
1. Emphasizes the study of values; the development of 

philosophies, religions, ethics or belief systems; and/or 
aesthetic experience. 

  Syllabus, weeks 
3-5, 9-10, 12-13; 
course 
competencies 2,4-
6; textbook, 
chapters 1-2, 4-5, 
7-11; supplemental 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles (please see 
attached readings)   

  
2. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or creation of written, 

aural, or visual texts; and/or the historical development of 
textual traditions. 

    Syllabus, weeks 
1, 6-7, 10, 14; 
course 
competencies 2,4; 
Textbook, chapters 
1, 6-7, 10-11, 14; 
supplemental 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles. (please see 
attached readings)  

  
3. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or engagement with 

aesthetic practices; and/or the historical development of 
artistic or design traditions. 

 Syllabus, weeks 3-
5,8-11, 13-14; 
course 
competencies 
1,2,3,5,7; 
Textbook, chapters 
3-5, 8-10,11,14; 
supplemental 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles. (please see 
attached readings) 
   

  
4. In addition, to qualify for the Humanities, Arts and Design 

designation a course must meet one or more of the following 
requirements: 

   

  
a. Concerns the development of human thought, with 

emphasis on the analysis of philosophical and/or 
religious systems of thought. 

 Syllabus, weeks 3-
5, 9-10, 12-13; 
course 
competencies 
2,4,5; textbook, 
chapters 1-2, 4-5, 
7-11; supplemental 
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ASU - [HU] CRITERIA 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles. (please see 
attached readings)   
     

  
b. Concerns aesthetic systems and values, especially in 

literature, arts, and design. 

  Syllabus, weeks 
10-11, course 
competencies 2; 
textbook, chapters 
2, 4, 7, 11, 14; 
supplemental 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles     

  
c. Emphasizes aesthetic experience and creative process in 

literature, arts, and design. 

    Syllabus, weeks 
3-5,8-11, 13-14; 
course 
competencies 2; 
Textbook, chapters 
3-5, 8-10,11,14; 
supplemental 
materials including 
documentaries and 
articles    

  
d. Concerns the analysis of literature and the development 

of literary traditions.       

 

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE 

EXCLUDED FROM THE [HU] DESIGNATION 

EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT GIVE SOME 

CONSIDERATION TO THE HUMANITIES, ARTS 

AND DESIGN: 

 

 Courses devoted primarily to developing skill in the use of a 
language. 

 Courses devoted primarily to the acquisition of quantitative or 
experimental methods. 

 Courses devoted primarily to teaching skills. 
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Designation 

    AIS/REL      213/203       American Indian Religions      HU   

 
 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 
 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

 1. Emphasize 
the study of 
values, the 
development of 
philosophies, 
religions, ethics 
or belief 
systems, and/or 
aesthetic 
experience.     

   This course examines definitions of 
religion, sacred ways, worship, morals 
and ethics, humor, interdependency, 
and knowledge of unseen powers 
within native philosophy. Specific 
areas of focus include ritual drama and 
prayer, song, dance, oral tradition and 
storytelling, shamanism, rites of 
passage, Peyotism, creators, tricksters, 
culture heroes, sacred clowns, and 
cosmic world views. 

   Syllabus, weeks 3-5, 9-10, 12-13; course 
competencies 2,4-6; textbook, chapters 1-2, 4-5, 
7-11; supplemental materials including 
documentaries and articles      

    2. Concerns 
the 
interpretation, 
analysis, or 
creation of 
written, aural, or 
visual texts; 
and/or the 
historical 
development of 
textual 
traditions.  

  This course analyzes specific aural 
myths and stories that determine 
native worldviews and religious 
perspectives. The examination of 
these views receive critical 
interpretation in light of colonization 
and Indian boarding/mission schools. 
Also studied are puberty ceremonies, a 
variety of dances, including the Ghost 
Dance and their historical contexts 
and development; as well as AIM 
(American Indian Movement) and 
current activism. 

    Syllabus, weeks 1, 6-7, 10, 14; course 
competencies 2,4; Textbook, chapters 1, 6-7, 10-
11, 14; supplemental materials including 
documentaries and articles.    

  3. Concerns the 
interpretation, 
analysis, or 
engagement with 
aesthetic or 
design 
traditions.    

   This course requires students to 
research three different pieces of 
native art. These may include pottery, 
baskets, masks, songs, dances, sand 
paintings, drawings, jewelry, 
cradleboards, rugs, etc. They may be 
ancient or contemporary. Students 
write three papers and give one class 
presentation to present their 
information. This assignment enables 
students to engage and deepen their 
consideration of the variety of 
American Indian religious, spiritual 
and artistic experiences.  

   Syllabus, weeks 3-5,8-11, 13-14; course 
competencies 1,2,3,5,7; Textbook, chapters 3-5, 
8-10,11,14     
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    4. In addition, 
to qualify for the 
Humanities, Arts 
and Design 
designation a 
course must meet 
one or more of 
the following 
requirements: 
 
a. Concerns the 
development of 
human thought, 
with emphasis on 
the analysis of 
philosophical 
and/or religious 
stystems of 
thought. 
 
b. Concerns 
aesthetic systems 
and values, 
especially in 
literature, arts, 
and design.    
 
c. Emphasizes 
aesthetic 
experience and 
creative process 
in literature, arts, 
and design.    

  a. This course engages students in an 
in-depth look at the Hopi Katsinam, 
including their religious and spiritual 
dimensions. Also, Inuit concepts 
including shamanaism and 
human/animal spiritual relationships 
receive attention. The course explores 
Peyote, including its history and 
current religious significance. 
 
b. This course offers students 
information regarding a variety of art 
forms including ancient symbolism 
and its expression in contemporary 
fashion and design. Also, students 
engage in the study and research of a 
varitey of native arts and practices 
including sandpainting, pottery, 
weaving, jewelry, sculpting, etc. 
 
c.  This course demonstrates a variety 
of creative processes in native art and 
design. Examples of these are detailed 
explanations of traditional weaving, 
ancient stories expressed in modern 
sculptures (e.g. Roxanne Swentzell), 
the intricate process of selecting 
wood, carving and painting 
(e.g.Philbert Honanie), as well as 
ancient design elements created in 
contemporary clothing (e.g. aconav). 
 
 

a. Syllabus, weeks 3-5, 9-10, 12-13; course 
competencies 2,4,5; textbook, chapters 1-2, 4-5, 
7-11; supplemental materials including 
documentaries and articles. (please see attached 
readings)  
 
b.  Syllabus, weeks 10-11, course competencies 
2; textbook, chapters 2, 4, 7, 11, 14; 
supplemental materials including documentaries 
and articles 
 
c. Syllabus, weeks 3-5,8-11, 13-14; course 
competencies 2; Textbook, chapters 3-5, 8-
10,11,14; supplemental materials including 
documentaries and articles                 

 
 



 

American Indian Religions 
Course: REL203 
 
First Term: 2013 Summer I 
Final Term: Current 
 

Lecture   3.0 Credit(s)   3.0 Period(s)   3.0 Load  
Course Type: Academic 
Load Formula: S 

 

Description: An examination of the historical and cultural background of diverse 
lifeways and worldviews belonging to the peoples indigenous to the North American 
continent over time, including a study of modern day American Indian beliefs and 
practices.  

Requisites: Prerequisites: A grade of C or better in ENG101 or ENG107 or equivalent.  
 
Course Attributes: 
General Education Designation: Cultural Diversity - [C]  
General Education Designation: Humanities and Fine Arts - [HU]  
General Education Designation: Literacy and Critical Inquiry - [L] 

Cross-References: AIS213 
 

MCCCD Official Course Competencies 
1. Describe American mainstream societal views of American Indian cultures at the 
point of contact with Europeans, during the development of European hegemony, and 
in the modern times of cultural continuity and change. (I)  
2. Explain the cultural practice of storytelling, including the importance of culture 
concepts of, myths, songs, and rituals. (II)  
3. Identify the significant religious personages and practitioners in American Indian 
cultures and religious traditions. (III)  
4. Compare and contrast American Indian and Western concepts of time, space, and 
other dimensions. (III)  
5. Describe how American Indian peoples integrate religious world views into 
everyday life. (IV)  
6. Compare and contrast American Indian views of human religious responsibility with 
those of American mainstream society. (IV)  
7. Create a research paper describing the cultural manner in which the concepts of 
reverence, reciprocity, interconnectedness, and Mother Earth are embedded in the 
ecological teachings of American Indian peoples. (IV)  
8. Describe examples of the modern day American Indian religious movements. (V) 

http://www.maricopa.edu/academic/ccta/


  
MCCCD Official Course Outline 

I. Euro-American Perceptions of American Indian  
   A. Historical contacts with Euro-Americans  
   B. Popular and academic views of American Indian  
II. American Indian Religious Orality  
   A. Stories, myths  
   B. Songs  
   C. Rituals  
III. American Indian Cosmology  
   A. Religious personages  
      1. Creators  
      2. Tricksters  
      3. Culture heroes  
   B. Religious practitioners  
      1. Shamans  
      2. Religious leaders  
      3. Witches, sorcerers  
   C. Time, space, and other dimensions  
IV. American Indian Values  
   A. Integration of religion and life  
   B. Kinship of all life  
   C. Sharing and reciprocity  
   D. Power and responsibility  
V. Religious Development and Change  
   A. Historical Christian and Native interactions  
   B. Modern day religious movements  

  

MCCCD Governing Board Approval Date: April 23, 2013 
 

 
 

All information published is subject to change without notice. Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of information presented, but based on the dynamic nature of the curricular process, 
course and program information is subject to change in order to reflect the most current information 
available. 
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GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE     SYLLABUS, SPRING 2018 
American Indian Religions:  REL203 13788 & 13755  3 Credits 

MWF (11-11:50, 12:00-12:50)   Location: HTA103 
 
 
PROFESSOR: SHARENDA ROAM, DMin. M.A. 
Email: Please correspond in Canvas  
Office: LA-129 
Office Hours: MW 1-3, F 1-2, or by appointment 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
The Sacred Ways of Knowledge, Sources of Life 
Navajo Community College Press (authors: Beck, Walters, Francisco) 
THE TEXTBOOK IS ON RESERVE IN THE LIBRARY. 
 
BRING YOUR TEXTBOOK TO CLASS WHEN REQUIRED. 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE: 
Please note that this is a tentative schedule only.  Professor Roam reserves the right to 
modify this schedule and/or this syllabus as the semester progresses. Students will be 
notified of any changes in class.  
 
DATE TOPIC(S)  TEXT & ASSIGNMENT 

 
1/17 W Introduction to Class                         
1/19  F Introduction to Class                         
1/22 M Seeking Life: Definitions of Religion & 

Sacred               
Chapter 1 

1/24 W Ritual Drama & Prayer Sign-up for 
Nation/Tribe 
Presentation 

1/26 F  Ritual Drama & Prayer Chapter 2 
1/29 M Hopi Kachina/Katsinas  
1/31 W Hopi Kachina/Katsinas  
2/2 F Learning the Way: Traditional 

Education 
Chapter 3 

2/5 M Inuit  
2/7 W Inuit  
2/9 F Seasons, Origins, and Other Worlds Chapter 4 
2/12 M EXAM 1 Bring Pencil & Paper 
2/14 W Shamanism & the World of the Spirits Chapter 5 
2/16 F Monster Slayer Story  
2/19 M Cherokee Little People  
2/21 W The World Out of Balance Chapter 7 
2/23 F The World Out of Balance Chapter 7 
2/26 M The Changeable Earth Chapter 6 



2 
 

2/28 W The Changeable Earth Chapter 6 
3/2 F Seek Life Writings Discussion  
3/5 M The Path of Life Chapter 8 
3/7 W The Path of Life  
3/9 F Special Speaker  
3/12 M Girl’s Puberty Ceremonies Chapter 9 
3/14 W Girl’s Puberty Ceremonies Chapter 9 
3/16 F EXAM 2 Bring Pencil & Paper 
3/19 M The Peyote Spirit Chapter 10 
3/21 W The Peyote Spirit Chapter 10 
3/23 F Native Art & Music Presentations Alphabetical Order by Last 

Name 
3/26 M Native Art & Music Presentations  
3/28 W Native Art & Music Presentations  
3/30 F Native Art & Music Presentations  
4/2 M Sacred & Secular: Seminole Tradition Chapter 11 
4/4 W Sacred & Secular: Seminole Tradition Chapter 11 
4/6 F Navajo Traditional Knowledge Chapter 12 
4/9 M Navajo Traditional Knowledge Chapter 12 
4/11 W Sacred Fools & Clowns Chapter 13 
4/13 F Sacred Fools & Clowns Chapter 13 
4/16 M The Wandering Ground Chapter 14 
4/18 W The Wandering Ground Chapter 14 
4/20 F Tribe/Nation Presentations Alphabetical Order by Last 

Name 
4/23 M Tribe/Nation Presentations  
4/25 W Tribe/Nation Presentations  
4/27 F Tribe/Nation Presentations  
4/30 M Tribe/Nation Presentations  
5/2 W Review for Final Exam  
5/4 F Review for Final Exam  
5/7 M 
5/9 W 

Final Exam  11 PM   13788 
Final Exam  12 PM   13755 

Bring Scantron &  #2 Pencil 

 
GRADE DETERMINATION: 
10 QUIZZES BASED ON TEXTBOOK READINGS: 20% 
SEEK LIFE WRITINGS      10% 
EXAM 1:           10% 
EXAM 2:                 10% 
FINAL EXAM:          10% 
TRIBE/NATION POWERPOINT PRESENTATION: 10% 
NATIVE ART & MUSIC WRITINGS (3)    15% 
NATIVE ART & MUSIC PRESENTATION  10% 
CLASS ATTENDANCE:                 5%   
TOTAL:                               100% 
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QUIZZES:  
You have 10 quizzes (located in Canvas). Please see Canvas for due dates and times.  
These quizzes are based on your textbook readings. 
 
SEEK LIFE WRITINGS:  
Your textbook speaks of native religion as one that “seeks life” and experiences the 
“spirit of wonder.”  For this assignment you will choose 5 items that represent the 
wonder of life for you.  These can be a stone, leaf, picture, poem, quote, sacred spiritual 
pieces, etc.  You will write a 5-10 sentence paragraph for each item explaining why you 
find these items meaningful.  This assignment will help you enter into the mindset of 
seeking life and wonder in the everyday.  It will also help you realize the concept of 
sacredness of life. 
 
EXAMS: 
You have three exams which are based on textbook readings and lectures. These are not 
on Canvas and will be in-class exams.  
 
TRIBE/NATION POWERPOINT PRESENTATION:    
For your Tribe Powerpoint Presentation you will sign up for a specific tribe and research 
specifics about this tribe (beliefs, rituals, stories, songs, etc.).  A good source for 
information will be the tribe’s website if they have one.  Look at the information on this 
link to find a tribe. I will provide a sign-up sheet in class so that we don’t duplicate 
tribes.  You may use Powerpoint, music, video, photographs, dance, art, handouts, etc.  
Know your material and be creative!  You must use at least 5 valid sources. 
 
Please attend all presentations and be prepared to give your presentation beginning on 
the first day of presentations. 
 
You will be graded in the following areas: 

 Quality of Research (at least 10 slides) 

 Knowledge of the subject: researched beyond the text book – 5 sources 

 Rhetoric - spoke clearly, stood and looked at the audience 

 Length:  5-7 minutes long 

 Creativity – used Powerpoint or Prezi and other visual/audio aides (videos, 
handouts, food, items from religion, humor etc.) 

 
NATIVE ART & MUSIC WRITINGS:  
Choose 3 pieces of native art or music.  These can include pottery, baskets, masks, 
songs, dances, sand paintings, drawings, jewelry, cradleboards, rugs, etc.  These must 
have been created by a native artist. They may be ancient or contemporary.  For each 
piece of art or music you will write a detailed short paper (2-3 pages not including your 
bibliography/citation page) and upload these in Canvas.   
 
Include the following information: 
Picture or video of the piece, Name of the piece, Name of the Artist/s, Tribal Affiliation, 
Date of Creation (if known), Symbolism & Meaning, Use (dances, rituals, ceremonies, 
etc.), as well as additional information. 
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Format: 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 1 inch margins 
Include a bibliography/citation page.  Your title page information may be shared on the 
top left corner of your first page. 
 
NATIVE ART & MUSIC PRESENTATION: 
Choose one of your pieces of native art or music and present it to the class in a 
PowerPoint presentation.  Your PowerPoint will include the information you share in 
your paper and be include 10 slides. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Class attendance is mandatory. It is worth 5% of your grade.  A student may be dropped 
from class after three (3) unexcused absences. 
 
LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!  This is a great time to learn the 
importance of deadlines. 
 
The following schedule outlines the letter grades corresponding to the total points at the 
end of the semester:  
   

If your total percentage 
score falls in the range: 

Your letter 
grade would 
be: 

90 - 100 A 
80 - 89.99 B 
70 - 79.99 C 
60 - 69.99 D 
00 - 59.99 F 

  
 
Students are responsible for following information provided in this syllabus. Every 
student is expected to know and comply with all current published policies, rules and 
regulations as printed in the college catalog, class schedule, and/or student handbook. 
 
Disability Resources 
If you have a documented disability, including a learning disability, and would like to 
discuss possible accommodations, please contact the GCC Disabilities Resources and 
Services office at 623.845.3080 or email drsfrontdesk@gccaz.edu. 
 
Cheating & Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  A student who cheats or plagiarizes will 
receive consequences that may include being dropped from the class with notes on 
his/her permanent academic record.  Please cite sources when using 4 or more words in 
a row. 
 
Sexual Harassment is any unwelcome, verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature 
that is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that it alters working conditions and 
creates a hostile environment or reasonably interferes with, limits, or deprives a student 
of the ability to participate in or benefit from any educational program or activity. 

mailto:drsfrontdesk@gccaz.edu
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Sexual harassment and discrimination in any college education program or activity are 
prohibited. Sexual Harassment may include hostile environment harassment, sexual 
assault, inducing incapacitation for sexual purposes, sexual exploitation or dating 
violence and stalking. 
Students should report any discrimination and/or harassment they experience and/or 
observe to the GCC Office of Student Life in the Student Union. Phone (623) 845-3525 
or email laura.dodrill@gccaz.edu. 
To view the full Sexual Harassment Policy refer to the Student Handbook,  Sexual 
Harassment Policy for Students (AR 2.4.4) (see also 5.1.8). 
 
 

 

American Indian Religions 
Course: REL203 
 
First Term: 2013 Summer I 
Final Term: Current 
 

Lecture   3.0 Credit(s)   3.0 Period(s)   3.0 Load   
Course Type: Academic 
Load Formula: S 

 

Description: An examination of the historical and cultural background of diverse 
lifeways and worldviews belonging to the peoples indigenous to the North American 
continent over time, including a study of modern day American Indian beliefs and 
practices.  

Requisites: Prerequisites: A grade of C or better in ENG101 or ENG107 or equivalent. 
 
 
Course Attributes: 
General Education Designation: Cultural Diversity - [C]  
General Education Designation: Humanities and Fine Arts - [HU]  
General Education Designation: Literacy and Critical Inquiry - [L] 

 
Cross-References: AIS213 
 

MCCCD Official Course Competencies 
1. Describe American mainstream societal views of American Indian cultures at the 
point of contact with Europeans, during the development of European hegemony, and 
in the modern times of cultural continuity and change. (I)  
2. Explain the cultural practice of storytelling, including the importance of culture 
concepts of, myths, songs, and rituals. (II)  

http://www.gccaz.edu/node/20647
mailto:laura.dodrill@gccaz.edu
http://chancellor.maricopa.edu/public-stewardship/governance/administrative-regulations/2-students/2.4-college-environment/2.4.4-sexual-harassment-policy-for-employees-and
http://chancellor.maricopa.edu/public-stewardship/governance/administrative-regulations/2-students/2.4-college-environment/2.4.4-sexual-harassment-policy-for-employees-and
http://www.maricopa.edu/academic/ccta/
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3. Identify the significant religious personages and practitioners in American Indian 
cultures and religious traditions. (III)  
4. Compare and contrast American Indian and Western concepts of time, space, and 
other dimensions. (III)  
5. Describe how American Indian peoples integrate religious world views into 
everyday life. (IV)  
6. Compare and contrast American Indian views of human religious responsibility with 
those of American mainstream society. (IV)  
7. Create a research paper describing the cultural manner in which the concepts of 
reverence, reciprocity, interconnectedness, and Mother Earth are embedded in the 
ecological teachings of American Indian peoples. (IV)  
8. Describe examples of the modern day American Indian religious movements. (V) 

  
MCCCD Official Course Outline 

I. Euroamerican Perceptions of American Indian  
   A. Historical contacts with Euroamericans  
   B. Popular and academic views of American Indian  
II. American Indian Religious Orality  
   A. Stories, myths  
   B. Songs  
   C. Rituals  
III. American Indian Cosmology  
   A. Religious personages  
      1. Creators  
      2. Tricksters  
      3. Culture heroes  
   B. Religious practitioners  
      1. Shamans  
      2. Religious leaders  
      3. Witches, sorcerers  
   C. Time, space, and other dimensions  
IV. American Indian Values  
   A. Integration of religion and life  
   B. Kinship of all life  
   C. Sharing and reciprocity  
   D. Power and responsibility  
V. Religious Development and Change  
   A. Historical Christian and Native interactions  
   B. Modern day religious movements  

  

Last MCCCD Governing Board Approval Date: April 23, 2013 
 



7 
 

 
 

All information published is subject to change without notice. Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of information presented, but based on the dynamic nature of the curricular process, 
course and program information is subject to change in order to reflect the most current information 
available. 
 

Number: FDCR.A.10.020 
An institution shall be able to equate its learning experiences with semester or quarter credit hours using 
practices common to institutions of higher education, to justify the lengths of its programs in comparison to 
similar programs found in accredited institutions of higher education, and to justify any program-specific 
tuition in terms of program costs, program length, and program objectives. Affiliated institutions shall notify 
the Commission of any significant changes in the relationships among credits, program length, and tuition. 
Assignment of Credit Hours. The institution’s assignment and award of credit hours shall conform to 
commonly accepted practices in higher education. Those institutions seeking, or participating in, Title IV 
federal financial aid, shall demonstrate that they have policies determining the credit hours awarded to courses 
and programs in keeping with commonly-accepted practices and with the federal definition of the credit hour, 
as reproduced herein for reference only, and that institutions also have procedures that result in an appropriate 
awarding of institutional credit in conformity with the policies established by the institution. 
Federal Credit Hour Definition: A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning 

outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally-established equivalency 

that reasonably approximates not less than: 
(1) one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student 

work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve 

weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or (2) 

at least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other activities as 

established by an institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other 

academic work leading toward to the award of credit hours. 34CFR 600.2 (11/1/2010) 
Commission Review. The Commission shall review the assignment of credit hours, program length, and 
tuition in conjunction with a comprehensive evaluation for reaffirmation of accreditation during the 
Commission’s assurance process. The Commission may sample or use other techniques to review specific 
institutional programs to ensure that it has reviewed the reliability and accuracy of the institution’s assignment 
of credit. The Commission shall monitor, through its established monitoring processes, the resolution of any 
concerns identified during that evaluation with regard to the awarding of academic credit, program length, or 
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tuition, and shall require that an institution remedy any deficiency in this regard by a date certain but not to 
exceed two years from the date of the action identifying the deficiency. 
Commission Action for Systematic Noncompliance. In addition to taking appropriate action related to the 
institution’s compliance with the Federal Compliance Requirements, the Commission shall notify the 
Secretary of Education if, following any review process identified above or through any other mechanism, the 
Commission finds systematic noncompliance with the Commission’s policies in this section regarding the 
awarding of academic credit. 
The Commission shall understand systematic noncompliance to mean that an institution lacks policies to 
determine the appropriate awarding of academic credit or that there is an awarding by an institution of 
institutional credit across multiple programs or divisions or affecting significant numbers of students not in 
conformity with the policies established by the institution or with commonly accepted practices in higher 
education. 

Policy History 
Last Revised: June 2012 
First Adopted: February 1996 
Revision History: Adopted February 1996, effective September 1996, revised November 2011, revised and 
combined with policies 3.10, 3.10(a), 3.10(b), and 3.10(c) 
Notes: Former policy number 4.0(a). 

 

 
 

YOU CAN DO THIS! FINISH STRONG! 
LET’S HAVE A FANTASTIC SEMESTER! 

Dr. Roam 
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