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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 
Course information: 
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

College/School College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Department/School Civic & Economic Thought & 

- -- -- -- - -- --

Leadership _______ _ 

Prefix: CEL Number: 494 Title: Political Thought of Islam, Hinduism, Confucianism Units: 3.0 
Course description: This course compares selected texts in political thought, across civilizations or traditions, that address the 
ultimate foundation(s) for basic political principles such as justice and order. A special focus is the relationship between 
reason, religious faith, and custom or tradition as sources of authority for political thinking and action. We will focus on 
traditions and texts from Islam, Hinduism, and Confucianism. Western texts on religion, philosophy, and political authority 
are interspersed with readings from classic Eastern texts, 20th century political works by Eastern and Western thinkers, and 
recent scholarship. 

Is this a cross-listed course? No If yes, please identify course(s): 

Is this a shared course? No If so, list all academic units offering this course: 

:Vole- For courses Iha/ are cross/isled andior shared. a feller of suppor/ from /he chairidirec/or of each deparlmenl Iha/ offers /he course is required for each

designa/ion reques/ed. By submilfing /his feller of support. /he chairldirec/or agrees lo ensure thal al/faculty leaching /he course are aware of /he General Sil/dies 
designalion(s) and will teach lhe course in a manner Iha/ mee/s /he crileria for each approved designation. 

Is this a permanent-numbered course with topics? No 

lfyes. all topics under this permanent-numbered course must be taught in a manner that meets the criteria Chair/Director Initials 
for the approved designation(s). It is the responsibility of the chair/director to ensure that all faculty 
teaching the course are aware of the General Studies designation(s) and adhere to the above guidelines. ___ (Required) 
Requested designation: Historical Awareness-H Mandatory Review: No 
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation. 

Eligibility: Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university's review and approval process. For the rules governing approval of 
omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow: 

For Fall 2018 Effective Date: October 1, 2017 For Spring 2019 Effective Date: March 10, 2018 
Area(s) proposed course will serve: 
A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one 
awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simultaneously. even if approved for those areas. 
With departmental consent. an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major 
program of study. 
Checklists for general studies designations: 

Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 
Literacv and Critical lnquirv core courses (L) 
Mathematics core courses (MA) 

Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses {CS) 
Humanities. Art· and Ds:sign core cour es (HU) 

Natural Sciences core course ( 01 G) 

Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C) 
Global Awareness courses (G) 

Historical Awareness courses {H) 
A complete proposal should include: 

[8] Signed course proposal cover form 

[8] Criteria checklist for General Studies designation being requested 

[8] Course catalog description 

[8] Sample syllabus for the course 

[8] Copy of table of contents from the textbook and list ofrequired readings/books 
It is respectfully requested that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one PDF. 
Contact information: 

Name Paul Carrese E-mail pcarr_e _se��a_su_._e_d _u _ _ _____ _
Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Paul O Carrese 

Rev. 3/2017 

Phone 

Date: 

965 0308 
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

ASU--[H] CRITERIA 
THE HISTORICAL AWARENESS IHI COURSE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

Identify 
YES NO Documentation 

Submitted 

� D I. History is a major focus of the course.
syllabus, essay 
assignments 

[Z] D 
2. The course examines and explains human development as a

syllabus, essay 
sequence of events influenced by a variety of

assignments 
factors.

[Z] D 
3. There is a disciplined systematic examination of human syllabus, essay 

institutions as they change over time. assignments 

� D 
4. The course examines the relationship among events, ideas,

syllabus, essay 
and artifacts and the broad social, political and economic

assignments 
context.

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE: 

• Courses that are merely organized chronologically .

• Courses which are exclusively the history of a field of
study or of a field of artistic or professional endeavor.

• Courses whose subject areas merely occurred in the past.
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Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Desie:nation 

CEL 494 Political Thought of Islam, Hinduism, H 
Confucianism 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

Criteria (from How course meets spirit Please provide detailed evidence of how 
checksheet) (contextualize specific examples in course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

next column) 

1, A major theme of the course, and Syllabus: p. 1, course description and 
method, is intellectual history of the rationale; pp. 3-6, list of readings 
political & religious thought of Islam, Two essay assignments 
Hinduism, and Confucianism; with 
attention to both classic and 
contemporary writings, and also 
events, for each tradition. 

2, A major theme of the course is the Syllabus: p. 1, course description and 
development of the political & rationale; pp. 3-6, list of readings 
religious thought of Islam, Two essay assignments 
Hinduism, and Confucianism; with 
attention to both classic and 
contemporary writings, and also 
events, for each tradition; with an 
emphasis on the interplay of 
thought and political events. 

3, A major theme of the course is the Syllabus: p. 1, course description and 
formation and development of rationale; pp. 3-6, list of readings 
political & religious institutions Two essay assignments 
within Islam, Hinduism, and 
Confucianism; with attention to both 
classic and contemporary 
manifestations within each tradition. 

4, A major theme of the course is the Syllabus: p. 1, course description and 
relationship among ideas and rationale; pp. 3-6, list of readings 
events in the broad political & Two essay assignments 
religious realities/contexts of Islam, 
Hinduism, and Confucianism. 
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School of Civic & Economic Thought and Leadership Fall 2018 

CEL 494 HONORS 
POLITICAL THOUGHT OF ISLAM, HINDUISM, CONFUCIANISM 

(TTh; Social Sciences Rm. 109) 

Professor Paul Carrese - Soc Sci 107; office hours T, TH 3 to 5 p.m. and by appointment 

Course Description and Rationale 

This course in comparative political philosophy discusses selected texts in political 
thought, across civilizations or traditions, that address ultimate foundation( s) for basic political 
principles such as justice and order. A special focus is the relationship between reason, religious 
faith, and custom or tradition as sources of authority for political thinking and action. We will 
focus on traditions and texts from Islam, Hinduism, and Confucianism. Western texts on 
religion, philosophy, and political authority are interspersed with readings from classic Eastern 
texts, 20th century political works by Eastern and Western thinkers, and recent scholarship. 

In our globalized world of increasing interaction among cultures and civilizations there is 
all the more need to address the age-old question of Western philosophy, but perhaps in a new 
way: is there a universal standard of justice for human beings, or a universal way in which 
discourse about justice should be undertaken? Moreover, as citizens of the global superpower, 
which epitomizes the Western tradition of universal curiosity and philosophical investigation 
about various cultures that dates to Herodotus and Socrates in the 5th century B.C., students of 
politics and philosophy in the United States have particular reasons to engage these questions. 

We begin with the problem or challenge of undertaking comparative political philosophy, 
and by orienting ourselves to both old and new views about general issues of reason, revelation, 
custom, and political authority - mostly from the Western tradition, but also late-modem or post
modern views in the West that doubt any quest for universal ideas. This introductory orientation 
includes Said's post-modem critique of Western thought as "Orientalism," the Enlightenment 
rationalism of Locke and Kant, and the views of Leo Strauss and Joseph Ratzinger (Pope 
Benedict XVI) about a return to earlier Western principles. One question here is whether 
classical and medieval philosophy in the West are friendlier to inquiry about not only reason but 
also revelation and custom as sources for the good society and good life than is modem and 
Enlightenment philosophy, with its emphasis on anthropocentric conceptions of reason. These 
debates point us to our second block, medieval Islamic thought and its relationship to classical 
philosophy, including texts by Alfarabi and Ibn Rushd (Averroes), and then medieval Christian 
philosophy's encounter with Islamic thought in the work of Thomas Aquinas. In modem Islam 
we confront the rise of Islamism, with its view of the primacy of revelation and religious 
tradition over reason and society, including the 20th century thinkers Qutb and Khomeini. We 
also discuss recent debates between Bernard Lewis and other scholars about Islam and 
modernity. Our next journey is to India and Hinduism, the ancient Vedas and the philosopher 

Kautilya and then Gandhi, Amartya Sen, and recent Indian political thought. Finally, from the 
Chinese or East Asian tradition we focus on Confucian thought, to include recent adaptations of 
this tradition in modem China and Asia. We close by returning to the general question of the 
universal, and the possibility of philosophical discourse across civilizations. 
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listed on assignments. If absent, arrange to submit work at or before due date. Standard 
penalties apply for late work. 

Office Hours or additional discussion - take advantage of this as much as possible; it is best to 
make an appointment by phone or email, but you can also drop by my office. 

Attendance 

Attendance at all class meetings is required. Late arrival and early departure are discouraged; 
please notify your professors in advance, if it is necessary to miss all or part of a class meeting. 

Academic Integrity 
Students are responsible for knowing and adhering to the ASU Student Academic Integrity 
Policy (bttp://pt· vo t.a u.c;du/acatlcmi int grity); violations - including, but not limited to 
plagiarism in papers and writings - will be sanctioned in accordance with ASU guidelines. 

Students with Disabilities 
We are eager to make accommodations for instruction and testing for students with disabilities; 
please consult the instructor and the ASU Disabilities Resource Services 

Title IX 

This federal law provides that no person be excluded on the basis of sex from participation in, be 
denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. 
Both Title IX and university policy make clear that sexual violence and harassment based on sex 
is prohibited. An individual who believes they have been subjected to sexual violence or 
harassed on the basis of sex can seek support, including counseling and academic support, from 
the university. If you or someone you know has been harassed on the basis of sex or sexually 
assaulted, you can find information and resources at 
https://s xual iol nceprevention.a u.edu/faqs. 

As a mandated reporter, I am obligated to report any information I become aware of regarding 
alleged acts of sexual discrimination, including sexual violence and dating violence. ASU 
Counseling Services, htlp:: 1.•0-s.a ·u.c.'<.lun::oun. cl1nb!.. is available if you wish discuss any 
concerns confidentially and privately. 

Course Schedule and Syllabus of Readings 

Part One, Introduction: Reason, Revelation and Justice - West & East, Ancient & Modern 

Th Aug 16 Course Introduction, Political Philosophy in the Globalized Era - Huntington's 
Clash? Fukuyama's Convergence? Post-modem Doubt? Or, Socratic Discourse? 
Reading: Christopher Goto-Jones, "Comparative Political Thought: Beyond the 
Non-Western" (2010). Background reading presumed: Fukuyama, "The End of 
History?" ( 1989) ( or another, updated statement by Fukuyama); and Huntington, 
"The Clash of Civilizations" ( 1993) 
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