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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 
Course information: 
Copy and paste f!!II!I!!!. course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

College/School College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Department/School Civic & Economic Thought & 
Leadership 

Prefix: CEL Number: 494 Title: Political Thought of Islam, Hinduism, Confucianism Units: 3.0 
Course description: This course compares selected texts in political thought, across civilizations or traditions, that address the
ultimate foundation(s) for basic political principles such as justice and order. A special focus is the relationship between 
reason, religious faith, and custom or tradition as sources of authority for political thinking and action. We will focus on 
traditions and texts from Islam, Hinduism, and Confucianism. Western texts on religion, philosophy, and political authority 
are interspersed with readings from classic Eastern texts, 20th century political works by Eastern and Western thinkers, and 
recent scholarship. 

Is this a cross-listed course? 

Is this a shared course? 

No 

No 

If yes, please identify course(s): 

lfso, list all academic units offering this course: 
Note- For courses that are cross listed and1or shared. a feller of support from tire chair/director of each department that offers !Ire course is required for eacl,

designation requested. By submitting this letter of support. the chair1director agrees to ensure that all faculty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designalion(s) and 11·ill teach the course in a manner that meets the criteria.for each approved designation. 

Is this a pennanent-numbered course with topics? No 

If yes, all topics under this permanent-numbered course must be taught in a manner that meets the criteria Chair/Director Initials 
for the approved designation(s). It is the responsibility of the chair/director to ensure that all faculty 
teaching the course are aware of the General Studies designation(s) and adhere to the above guidelines. __ (Required) 
Requested designation: Humanities, Arts and Design-HU Mandatory Review: No 
Note- a separate proposal is required/or each designation. 

Eligibility: Permanent numbered courses must have completed the univer�ity's review and approval process. For the rules governing approval of 
omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow: 

For Fall 2018 Effective Date: October 1, 2017 For Spring 2019 Effective Date: March 10, 2018 
Area(s) proposed course will serve: 

A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one 
awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simultaneously. even if approved for those areas. 
With departmental consent, an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major 
program of study. 
Checklists for general studies designations: 

Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 
Lit racy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L) 

Historical Awareness courses (H)

A complete proposal should include: 

[:8J Signed course proposal cover form 

!C)

[:8J Criteria checklist for General Studies designation being requested 
[8J Course catalog description 
[gJ Sample syllabus for the course 
[g] Copy of table of contents from the textbook and list of required readings/books 

It is respectfully requested that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one PDF. 
Contact information: 

Name Paul Carrese E-mail pcarrese��'Y�a _su_._e_d_u _ _ _ __ Phone 965 0308 

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Paul O Carrese Date: 4/11/18 

Rev. 3/2017 























Dr. Carrese 
CEL 41J4 Islairi, Hinduism, Confucianism 

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 

Due Wed December 5 ( exam week) 5 pm via email 

Fall2018 
SCETlJASU 

The aim of your final essay for our course is to address larger course themes through your well

written and careful analysis of particular texts. The particular assignment is an essay that 

undertakes a comparative analysis of our readings on Islamic, Hindu or Indian, and Confucian 

political thought. Our general course theme has been cross-cultural thinking about justice and 

ultimate political authority, and you may address this broad theme as it arises in the texts studied 

for Parts Two, Three, Four, and Five of the syllabus. You may also choose a more particular 

topic, e.g., models of government or social order across these three traditions. 

Moreover, you could address in addition the readings in Parts One and Six of the course, which 

raise the background issues of cross-cultural philosophical inquiry and the debates within the 

Western tradition about the meanings of philosophy and justice - but, this is not required. 

You have wide latitude in choosing readings for your focus, and your specific topic. However, 

you must address at least two readings from each of at least two of the three traditions we have 

studied-Islam (Parts Two and Three), Hindu or Indian thought (Part Four), and-Chinese 

Confucian thought (Part Five). 

Details 

The essay should be 3,500-4,000 words; double-spaced, Times 12 point, 1" margins - at least 12 

pages. Include: page numbers; name; and, a title that summarizes your thesis as well as your 

topic (here, think of a newspaper headline). You rpay discuss with anyone. Do NOT consult any 

reading or sources beyond the syllabus, unless you consult with me first. The focus here is your 

own close reading of our course materials, and your careful writing and revising of the essay. 

Also: submit the essay as a PORTFOLIO - with graded first essay included, in a folder 

Advice 

1. One aim is to demonstrate your understanding of the substance of the issues, while another is

to demonstrate your abilities to read carefully, distill arguments and issues, and WRITE

CLEARLY AND CONCISELY.

2. Consult the suggestions on the essential components of substance and style in the separate

Guidelines for writing an essay; in particular, be sure to regularly cite or quote our course

readings to substantiate your reasoning. Review the handout on Turabian citation forms

(including use of parenthetical, abbreviated references to course texts). And, review my

comments and corrections on your first essay (the purpose of the portfolio).

3. Come to see me anytime to discuss anything- after class, in EI, or even via email.




