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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 
Course information:  
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

College/School College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Department/School 
School of Historical, 
Philosophical and Religious 
Studies  

Prefix: HST Number: 303 Title: Studies in Asian History (Film and Politics in 
Colonial Asia) Units: 3 

Course description:    

Is this a cross-listed course? No If yes, please identify course(s): 

Is this a shared course? No If so, list all academic units offering this course: 
Note- For courses that are crosslisted and/or shared, a letter of support from the chair/director of each department that offers the course is required for each 
designation requested. By submitting this letter of support, the chair/director agrees to ensure that all faculty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designation(s) and will teach the course in a manner that meets the criteria for each approved designation. 
Is this a permanent-numbered course with topics? Yes 

If yes, each topic requires an individual submission, separate from other topics. 

Requested designation: Global Awareness (G) 
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation. 

Mandatory Review: Yes 

Eligibility: Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university’s review and approval process. For the rules governing approval of 
omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow:  
For Fall 2020 Effective Date: October 10, 2019 For Spring 2021 Effective Date: March 5, 2020 

Area proposed course will serve:  
A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one 
awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  
With departmental consent, an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major 
program of study. It is the responsibility of the chair/director to ensure that all faculty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designation(s) and adhere to the above guidelines. 
Checklists for general studies designations: 
 Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 
Literacy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L) 
Mathematics core courses (MA) 
Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses (CS) 
Humanities, Arts and Design core courses (HU) 
Social-Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB) 
Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG)  
Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C) 
Global Awareness courses (G)  
Historical Awareness courses (H)  

A complete proposal should include: 
Signed course proposal cover form 
Criteria checklist for General Studies designation being requested 
Course catalog description 
Sample syllabus for the course 
Copy of table of contents from the textbook and list of required readings/books 

It is respectfully requested that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one PDF. 
Contact information: 

Name Marissa Timmerman E-mail Marissa.R.Timmerman@asu.edu Phone 480-727-4029

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Richard Amesbury Date: 6/17/2020 

Chair/Director (Signature): 
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https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-g-reviewed-april-2014.doc
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Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

GLOBAL AWARENESS [G] 

Rationale and Objectives 

Human organizations and relationships have evolved from being family and village centered to modern 
global interdependence.  The greatest challenge in the nuclear age is developing and maintaining a global 
perspective which fosters international cooperation.  While the modern world is comprised of politically 
independent states, people must transcend nationalism and recognize the significant interdependence 
among peoples of the world.  The exposure of students to different cultural systems provides the 
background of thought necessary to developing a global perspective. 

Cultural learning is present in many disciplines. Exposure to perspectives on art, business, engineering, 
music, and the natural and social sciences that lead to an understanding of the contemporary world supports 
the view that intercultural interaction has become a daily necessity.  The complexity of American society 
forces people to balance regional and national goals with global concerns.  Many of the most serious 
problems are world issues and require solutions which exhibit mutuality and reciprocity.  No longer are 
hunger, ecology, health care delivery, language planning, information exchanges, economic and social 
developments, law, technology transfer, philosophy, and the arts solely national concerns; they affect all 
the people of the world.  Survival may be dependent on the ability to generate global solutions to some of 
the most pressing problems. 

The word university, from universitas, implies that knowledge comes from many sources and is not 
restricted to local, regional, or national perspectives.  The Global Awareness Area recognizes the need for 
an understanding of the values, elements, and social processes of cultures other than the culture of the 

cultural system to generic human goals and welfare will help create the multicultural and global perspective 
necessary for effective interaction in the human community. 

Courses which meet the requirement in global awareness are of one or more of the following types:  (1) in-
depth area studies which are concerned with an examination of culture-specific elements of a region of the 
world, country, or culture group, (2) the study of contemporary non-English language courses that have a 
significant cultural component,  (3) comparative cultural studies with an emphasis on non-U.S. areas, and 
(4) in-depth studies of non-U.S. centered cultural interrelationships of global scope such as the global
interdependence produced by problems of world ecology, multinational corporations, migration, and the
threat of nuclear war.
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

ASU--[G] CRITERIA 
GLOBAL AWARENESS [G] 

YES NO 
Identify 

Documentation 
Submitted 

1. Studies must be composed of subject matter that
addresses or leads to an understanding of the
contemporary world outside the U.S.

2. The course must match at least one of the following
descriptions: (check all which may apply): 

a. In-depth area studies which are concerned with an
examination of culture-specific elements of a 
region, country or culture group. The area or 
culture studied must be non-U.S. and the study 
must contribute to an understanding of the 
contemporary world. 

b. The course is a language course for a contemporary
non-English language, and has a significant cultural 
component. 

c. The course is a comparative cultural study in which
most, i.e., more than half, of the material is devoted 
to non-U.S. areas. 

d. The course is a study of the cultural significance of
a non-U.S.-centered global issue. The course 
examines the role of its target issue within each 
culture and the interrelatedness of various global 
cultures on that issue. It looks at the cultural 
significance of its issue in various cultures outside 

each culture and the effects of that issue on world 

X Syllabus

X Syllabus

X

X

X
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Course Prefix Number Title Designation 

      Global Awareness (G) 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

Criteria 
(from checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples 

in next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in 

syllabus) 

SAMPLE: 
2d: study the cultural 
significance of a non-U.S. 
centered global issue 

SAMPLE: 
The course examines the 
cultural significance of 
financial markets Japan, Korea, 
and the UK. 

SAMPLE: 
Module 2 shows how Japanese literature 
has shaped how Japanese people 
understand world markets. Module 3 
shows how Japanese popular culture has 
been changed by the world financial 
market system. Modules 4 & 5 do the 
same for Korea and modules 6 & 7 do the 
same for the UK. 

   

   

1 The course examines the colon-
ial era and nationalism in several
Asian countries, including India,
Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand,
Timor-Leste, and others, and how
this shapes contemporary history
and politics in these countries.

Composed of subject matter
that addresses or leads to an
understanding of the contemp-
orary world outside of the US

Module 1 introduces Asia through the eyes
of the colonial West. Module 2 introduces 
Asia through an academic pesepctive. The
subsequent modules use film and literature
to examine themes such as law and gen-
der that affected society in the colonial era
and continue to have effects in the modern
states examined. Modules 5-8 examine the 
emergence of nationalism in colonial states.

2a In-depth area studies
whcih are concerned with an
examination of culture-specfic
elements

In the exploration of the themes of the
course, elements specific to the
countries in question are examined,
such as the role of religion or the
societal effects of the colonial
legacies.

Studies in Asian History (Film and Politics in 
Colonial Asia)

In module 9, for example, the role of Gandhi's 
non-violent resistance to colonialism and his ethos 
of self-help (swaraj), which continues to  influence 
modern movements such as the contemporary 
environmental movement. Module 11 explores 
both the ideological foundations of communism in 
French Indochina as well as a comparative exam-
ination of the role of race in Southeast Asian colo-
nies, through the work of Anne Stoler. The Hidden 
Force, in module 4, examines the Dutch fear 
mysticism during the 19th century in colonial Java.

HST 303



Course Description: This course will use film, literature and other readings to thematically 
explore the region of Asia during the colonial period (approximately 1511 to 1945). We will gain 
a broad understanding of the undertaking of colonialism (or the avoidance thereof), and we will 
focus on eight countries in particular: Burma, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste (East Timor) and Vietnam. We will study themes throughout the semester in order 
to compare and contrast experiences, including gender, race, economy and law. We will also 
study how colonialism shaped the modern nation-states residing in the region, especially in 
regard to the development of communism and modern nationalisms, and how colonial legacies 
continue to shape the countries’ futures. It is my belief that an understanding of colonial legacies 
is necessary in order to understand the current political, economic, and social environments in 
the countries we will examine.  
 
 
Required texts: 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. New York: Verso, 1991 (1983). 
 
Couperous, L. The Hidden Force. Amherst, MA: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1985 
(1900). 
 
Orwell, George. Burmese Days. San Diego: Harcourt, 1962 (1934). 
 
Pramoedya Ananta Toer. The Fugitive. New York: Penguin Books, (2000). 
 



Film and Politics in Colonial Asia 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Number: HST 303 

Credits: 3 Credit Hours 

Pre-requisites: None 

This is an online course. You can log into your course via MyASU (https://my.asu.edu), or you may go 

directly to Canvas (https://canvas.asu.edu.) 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT 

Instructor Name: Chris Lundry 

Office: El Colegio de Mexico, DF 

Phone: 

OVERVIEW 

E-mail address: lundry@asu.edu

Office hours: online, by appt.

Catalog description: This course will use film, literature and other readings to thematically explore 

the region of Asia during the colonial period (approximately 1511 to 1945). We will gain a broad 

understanding of the undertaking of colonialism (or the avoidance thereof), and we will focus on 

eight countries in particular: Burma, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste 

(East Timor) and Vietnam. We will study themes throughout the semester in order to compare and 

contrast experiences, including gender, race, economy and law. We will also study how colonialism 

shaped the modern nation-states residing in the region, especially in regard to the development of 

communism and modern nationalisms, and how colonial legacies continue to shape the countries' 

futures. It is my belief that an understanding of colonial legacies is necessary in order to understand 

the current political, economic, and social environments in the countries we will examine. 

Learning Outcomes: At the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Understand the nature of colonialism in Asia
• Understand various dynamics of colonialism, including the exercise of power, gender, and

race

• Think critically about how film is used to convey ideas

• Understand the evolution of the portrayal of Asia and Asians in film over time

Course Time Commitment: This three-credit course requires approximately 135 hours of work. 

Please expect to spend around 18 hours each week preparing for and actively participating in this 

course. 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

• Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. New York: Verso, 1991 (1983).
• Couperous, L. The Hidden Force. Amherst, MA: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1985

(1900).
• Orwell, George. Burmese Days. San Diego: Harcourt, 1962 (1934).

• Pramoedya Ananta Toer. The Fugitive. New York: Penguin Books, (2000).
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