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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL COVER FORM 
Course information:  
Copy and paste current course information from Class Search/Course Catalog. 

College/School College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Department/School 
School of Historical, 
Philosophical and Religious 
Studies  

Prefix: HST Number: 303 Title: Studies in Asian History (Film and Politics in 
Colonial Asia) Units: 3 

Course description:    

Is this a cross-listed course? No If yes, please identify course(s): 

Is this a shared course? No If so, list all academic units offering this course: 
Note- For courses that are crosslisted and/or shared, a letter of support from the chair/director of each department that offers the course is required for each 
designation requested. By submitting this letter of support, the chair/director agrees to ensure that all faculty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designation(s) and will teach the course in a manner that meets the criteria for each approved designation. 
Is this a permanent-numbered course with topics? Yes 

If yes, each topic requires an individual submission, separate from other topics. 

Requested designation: Humanities, Arts and Design (HU) 
Note- a separate proposal is required for each designation. 

Mandatory Review: Yes 

Eligibility: Permanent numbered courses must have completed the university’s review and approval process. For the rules governing approval of 
omnibus courses, contact Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu. 

Submission deadlines dates are as follow:  
For Fall 2020 Effective Date: October 10, 2019 For Spring 2021 Effective Date: March 5, 2020 

Area proposed course will serve:  
A single course may be proposed for more than one core or awareness area. A course may satisfy a core area requirement and more than one 
awareness area requirements concurrently, but may not satisfy requirements in two core areas simultaneously, even if approved for those areas.  
With departmental consent, an approved General Studies course may be counted toward both the General Studies requirement and the major 
program of study. It is the responsibility of the chair/director to ensure that all faculty teaching the course are aware of the General Studies 
designation(s) and adhere to the above guidelines. 
Checklists for general studies designations: 
 Complete and attach the appropriate checklist 
Literacy and Critical Inquiry core courses (L) 
Mathematics core courses (MA) 
Computer/statistics/quantitative applications core courses (CS) 
Humanities, Arts and Design core courses (HU) 
Social-Behavioral Sciences core courses (SB) 
Natural Sciences core courses (SQ/SG)  
Cultural Diversity in the United States courses (C) 
Global Awareness courses (G)  
Historical Awareness courses (H)  

A complete proposal should include: 
Signed course proposal cover form 
Criteria checklist for General Studies designation being requested 
Course catalog description 
Sample syllabus for the course 
Copy of table of contents from the textbook and list of required readings/books 

It is respectfully requested that proposals are submitted electronically with all files compiled into one PDF. 
Contact information: 

Name Marissa Timmerman E-mail Marissa.R.Timmerman@asu.edu Phone 480-727-4029

Department Chair/Director approval: (Required) 

Chair/Director name (Typed): Richard Amesbury Date: 6/17/2020 

Chair/Director (Signature): 

https://webapp4.asu.edu/catalog/
mailto:Phyllis.Lucie@asu.edu
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist_l_2014_2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-ma-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-ma-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-cs-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-hu-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-sb-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-sbsq-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-c-2014-2015.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-g-reviewed-april-2014.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1617/checklist-h-2015-2016.doc
https://provost.asu.edu/curriculum-development/gsc/designation-request-forms
mailto:Marissa.R.Timmerman@asu.edu


Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] 

Rationale and Objectives 

The humanities disciplines are concerned with questions of human existence and meaning, the nature of 
thinking and knowing, with moral and aesthetic experience. The humanities develop values of all kinds by 
making the human mind more supple, critical, and expansive. They are concerned with the study of the 
textual and artistic traditions of diverse cultures, including traditions in literature, philosophy, religion, 
ethics, history, and aesthetics. In sum, these disciplines explore the range of human thought and its 
application to the past and present human environment. They deepen awareness of the diversity of the 
human heritage and its traditions and histories and they may also promote the application of this knowledge 
to contemporary societies.  

human societies and cultures. The arts have as their primary purpose the creation and study of objects, 
installations, performances and other means of expressing or conveying aesthetic concepts and ideas. 
Design study concerns itself with material objects, images and spaces, their historical development, and 
their significance in society and culture. Disciplines in the arts and design employ modes of thought and 
communication that are often nonverbal, which means that courses in these areas tend to focus on objects, 
images, and structures and/or on the practical techniques and historical development of artistic and design 

perceive aesthetic qualities of art work and design. 

The Humanities, Arts and Design are an important part of the General Studies Program, for they provide an 
opportunity for students to study intellectual and imaginative traditions and to observe and/or learn the 
production of art work and design. The knowledge acquired in courses fulfilling the Humanities, Arts and 
Design requirement may encourage students to investigate their own personal philosophies or beliefs and to 
understand better their own social experience. In sum, the Humanities, Arts and Design core area enables 
students to broaden and deepen their consideration of the variety of human experience. 
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Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

ASU - [HU] CRITERIA 
HUMANITIES, ARTS AND DESIGN [HU] courses must meet either 1, 2 or 3 and at least one of the 

criteria under 4 in such a way as to make the satisfaction of these criteria A CENTRAL AND 
SUBSTANTIAL PORTION of the course content. 

YES NO 
Identify 
Documentation 
Submitted 

1. Emphasizes the study of values; the development of
philosophies, religions, ethics or belief systems; and/or
aesthetic experience.

2. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or creation of written,
aural, or visual texts; and/or the historical development of 
textual traditions. 

3. Concerns the interpretation, analysis, or engagement with
aesthetic practices; and/or the historical development of
artistic or design traditions.

4. In addition, to qualify for the Humanities, Arts and Design
designation a course must meet one or more of the following 
requirements: 

a. Concerns the development of human thought, with
emphasis on the analysis of philosophical and/or 
religious systems of thought. 

b. Concerns aesthetic systems and values, especially in
literature, arts, and design. 

c. Emphasizes aesthetic experience and creative process in
literature, arts, and design. 

d. Concerns the analysis of literature and the development
of literary traditions. 

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF COURSES ARE 
EXCLUDED FROM THE [HU] DESIGNATION 
EVEN THOUGH THEY MIGHT GIVE SOME 

CONSIDERATION TO THE HUMANITIES, ARTS 
AND DESIGN: 

Courses devoted primarily to developing skill in the use of a 
language. 

Courses devoted primarily to the acquisition of quantitative or 
experimental methods. 

Courses devoted primarily to teaching skills. 

X

x

x

X

X

X

X

X



Humanities and Fine Arts [HU] 
Page 3 

Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 
Designation 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

Criteria (from 
checksheet) 

How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific examples in 

next column) 

Please provide detailed evidence of how 
course meets criteria (i.e., where in syllabus) 

      

      

           

2

The course uses both film
and literature to explore the
topic of colonialism in Asia

4A

4D

Studies in Asian History (Film and 
Politics in Colonial Asia

Students interpret films such as Max 
Havelaar (module 3), Anna and the King
 and the King and I (module 5), Bontoc  
Eulogy (module 7), Gandhi (module 9), 
Indochine (module 11), Sand Pebbles 
(module 12, The  Fog of War, and Death of a
Nation and novels including Burmese Days, 
The Hidden Force, and The  Fugitive, with 
other readings

The course explores the develop-
ment of nationalism's philosoph-
ical underpinnings and identity
through constructivism

Through material concerning nationalism 
such as Benedict Anderson's Imagined 
Communities and other work, the films 
Indochine and Gandhi, and various readings
throughout the course students engage with
the theoretical perspectives of the course
and use them to interpret historical events
that led to nationalism.

The course concerns the analy-
sis of literature and the develop-
ment of literary traditions such as
colonialist literature that shows, 
for example, the orientalist pers-
pectives necessary to justify
colonialism, as well as native
literature that refutes it.

Students interpret colonial literature such as
Burmese Days and the Hidden Force along
with indigenous, anti-colonial literature such
as the works of Pramoedya Ananta Toer in
order to discover the racist underpinnings
of colonialism and how indigenes rejected it
and wrote their own stories that rebutted it.

HST 303 HU

user
Resaltado



Course Description: This course will use film, literature and other readings to thematically 
explore the region of Asia during the colonial period (approximately 1511 to 1945). We will gain 
a broad understanding of the undertaking of colonialism (or the avoidance thereof), and we will 
focus on eight countries in particular: Burma, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste (East Timor) and Vietnam. We will study themes throughout the semester in order 
to compare and contrast experiences, including gender, race, economy and law. We will also 
study how colonialism shaped the modern nation-states residing in the region, especially in 
regard to the development of communism and modern nationalisms, and how colonial legacies 
continue to shape the countries’ futures. It is my belief that an understanding of colonial legacies 
is necessary in order to understand the current political, economic, and social environments in 
the countries we will examine.  

Required texts: 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. New York: Verso, 1991 (1983). 

Couperous, L. The Hidden Force. Amherst, MA: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1985 
(1900). 

Orwell, George. Burmese Days. San Diego: Harcourt, 1962 (1934). 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer. The Fugitive. New York: Penguin Books, (2000). 



Film and Politics in Colonial Asia

COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Number: HST 303 

Credits: 3 Credit Hours 

Pre-requisites: None 

This is an online course. You can log into your course via MyASU (https://my.asu.edu), or you may go 

directly to Canvas (https://canvas.asu.edu.) 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT 

Instructor Name: Chris Lundry 

Office: El Colegio de Mexico, DF 

Phone: 

OVERVIEW 

E-mail address: lundry@asu.edu

Office hours: online, by appt.

Catalog description: This course will use film, literature and other readings to thematically explore 

the region of Asia during the colonial period (approximately 1511 to 1945). We will gain a broad 

understanding of the undertaking of colonialism (or the avoidance thereof), and we will focus on 

eight countries in particular: Burma, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste 

(East Timor) and Vietnam. We will study themes throughout the semester in order to compare and 

contrast experiences, including gender, race, economy and law. We will also study how colonialism 

shaped the modern nation-states residing in the region, especially in regard to the development of 

communism and modern nationalisms, and how colonial legacies continue to shape the countries' 

futures. It is my belief that an understanding of colonial legacies is necessary in order to understand 

the current political, economic, and social environments in the countries we will examine. 

Learning Outcomes: At the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Understand the nature of colonialism in Asia
• Understand various dynamics of colonialism, including the exercise of power, gender, and

race

• Think critically about how film is used to convey ideas

• Understand the evolution of the portrayal of Asia and Asians in film over time

Course Time Commitment: This three-credit course requires approximately 135 hours of work. 

Please expect to spend around 18 hours each week preparing for and actively participating in this 

course. 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

• Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. New York: Verso, 1991 (1983).
• Couperous, L. The Hidden Force. Amherst, MA: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1985

(1900).
• Orwell, George. Burmese Days. San Diego: Harcourt, 1962 (1934).

• Pramoedya Ananta Toer. The Fugitive. New York: Penguin Books, (2000).
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