
General Studies Gold Request Form

Consult the General Studies Request FAQ for more information and quick answers.
 
New permanent numbered courses must be submitted to the workflow in Kuali CM before a General 
Studies request is submitted here. The General Studies Council will not review requests ahead of a new 
course proposal being reviewed by the Senate.

Submission Information

College/School

Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts (CHI) 

Department/School

School of Music, Dance and Theatre (CMUSIC) 

Submission Type

New Request

Requested Effective Date

Fall 2024

ASU Request

Is this request for a permanent course or a topic?

Permanent Course

Subject Code

MUE

Course Number

381

Units/Credit Hours

3

Course Information
Enter the course catalog information, found in the web course catalog or Kuali CM.

Course Title

Music Therapy Research

Course Catalog Description

Statistics and research design appropriate for investigations in music therapy.

Enrollment Requirements (Prerequisites, Corequisites, and/or Antirequisites)

Prerequisite(s): ENG 101, 105, or 107 with C or better; MUE 384 with C or better; MUE 467 with C or 
better OR Visiting University Student

Is this a crosslisted course?

No

Is this course offered by (shared with) another academic unit?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BF_lpZ4neXWRQgZfXj-5lLS07EEnNu34Z35S8CrAEVk/edit?usp=sharing
https://asu.kuali.co/cm/#/dashboard
https://catalog.apps.asu.edu/catalog/courses
https://asu.kuali.co/cm/#/dashboard


No

General Studies Gold Designation Request

Requested Designation

Social and Behavioral Sciences (SOBE)

Attach a representative syllabus for the course, including course learning outcomes and descriptions 
of assignments and assessments.

MUE381_Research_MusicTherapy_Spring2025_HdzRuiz.docx

Social and Behavioral Sciences (SOBE)
Courses in social sciences and behavioral sciences expose students to the systematic investigation of 
human institutions, relationships, social structures, behavior, emotions, communication, and health. 
Students will learn about evidence, methods, and approaches that social and behavioral scientists 
use to analyze, understand, and describe human activities, experiences, and systems. They will learn 
how social scientists and behavioral scientists conduct research, how they disseminate their findings, 
and how the findings from social and behavioral science can be used in the pursuit of individual, 
societal, and policy goals.

Instructions: In the fields below, state the assignment, project, or assessment that will measure 
each learning outcome, and provide a description. The description should provide enough detail to 
show how it measures the learning outcome. If needed, more than one can be identified.
 
The proposal does not need to include all course assessments that measure a given learning 
outcome. The provided assessment should include sufficient detail to allow the subcommittee to 
make their evaluation. When appropriate, the same assessment can be listed for more than one 
learning outcome (e.g., a culminating project).
 
You may provide links to a document (Google Drive or Dropbox) that includes the relevant details 
for the assessment. Do not provide links to Canvas shells.

SOBE Learning Outcome 1: Utilize behavioral or social science approaches, qualitative or 
quantitative, to examine aspects of human experiences or explain social or behavioral phenomena.

Music therapy is a profession and discipline at the intersection of healthcare, social sciences, and the 
arts, where human behaviors, emotions, health, and in some cases, systems and institutions (e.g., 
family, school), are modified to facilitate a healthy life. As such, music therapy research is anchored 
in research methodologies from the social and healthcare sciences, while also developing its own 
(i.e., arts-based research). Music therapy students, future clinicians, need to become apt consumers 
of such research to ensure that their clinical practice is evidence-based. For students wishing to 
continue their education, an initial understanding of the social science research methods supports 
their access to graduate degrees.
 
The following assignment is an example of how the students utilize social science approaches to 
examine human experiences and behavior in the course.

https://asu.kualibuild.com/app/forms/api/v2/files/perma/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJyZXRyaWV2YWxJZCI6IjY5NTBkZDFiLTcyNGMtNDI1Ni1hMjQ5LTQxNmQzODAyMTRlMyIsImlhdCI6MTcxMzkxMzc1MH0.U7-BVfoSj26-g4nzTu6jhTHegPcOjdlXWHZ0duPGLGo


Research proposal (Group Research Project): Each student collaborates in small groups (2 or 
3 students) to design a research proposal throughout the semester. The research project must 
be original research not used in any other class. This project constitutes 50% of their grade. The 
project include completion of human subjects certification, a one-page summary of the research 
protocol with appropriate resources, a rough draft of the research paper, a final research paper, 
a research poster, and a short video summarizing their research proposal. All these assignments 
entail different levels of writing, synthesizing, and critically examining their ideas. The semester-long 
project includes activities such as: identifying a topic of interest that represents a societal problem 
and can be addressed through music interventions; finding and reading research literature around 
the topic; elaborating a feasible research question; critically assessing and designing a research 
method; and writing a research proposal paper. Although this work is done in teams, every student 
needs to contribute equally. Students indicate their precise contributions to the document at the 
end of the semester and are graded accordingly.
 
Mini-experiment: Students complete one mini-experiment, where they collect simple surveys or 
social media data collection, run simple statistical tests (i.e., t tests) and evaluate and share their 
findings in class. This assignment is graded based on students’ use of appropriate behavioral 
research questions, appropriate ways of obtaining data, good use of statistical tests, and critical 
interpretation of findings.

SOBE Learning Outcome 2: Describe the strengths and limitations of behavioral or social science 
methods in predicting or understanding human behavior.

Throughout the course, students learn to describe and assess the strengths and limitations of 
behavioral or social science methods in understanding human behavior as evidenced by the 
following assignments.
 
Research Critiques: Each student must read at least 8 research articles related to their chosen topic 
during the semester and answer, in writing, several questions that indicate their comprehension 
of each article. These articles are selected by the students, or suggested by the instructor, as 
required to support their topic and argumentation, and include a combination of research reports, 
theoretical pieces, systematic reviews/meta-analysis, and methodological papers. The critique 
questions include, but are not limited to, the identification of research questions/hypotheses, 
methodological elements, and main contributions of the article. The students also need to provide 
an informed critique of the strengths and limitations of each article and its potential usefulness to 
their research proposal (group research project) and clinical practice.
 
Research Protocol: As students develop their research proposal, they have an opportunity mid 
semester to present a “grant proposal” to their peers based on their Research Protocol (one-page 
summary of their proposal). Students practice presenting to “grant funders” (i.e., their peers) in 
a 10-minute presentation. Classmates ask clarifying questions, provide feedback and “vote” on 
funding decisions. This process is a low-stakes, engaging assignment that allows students to critically 
assess the quality of research proposals (when listening to peer proposals), and further improve 
their own proposal.
 
Peer-editing of rough drafts: Students exchange manuscripts for peer review (Rough Draft 
of Research Paper). This assignment improves their assessment skills of viable research ideas, 
methods, and proposals, and helps them improve their own manuscripts.
 



Research poster and video presentations: Students develop a research poster (Research Poster), 
and a recorded video presentation (Video Presentation) to share their final proposal. Students share 
these materials during the last class period, and classmates ask questions and give feedback about 
the proposal, the poster, and the video. The feedback is incorporated into the final manuscript.

SOBE Learning Outcome 3: Communicate coherent arguments using evidence drawn from 
qualitative or quantitative sources.

As future music therapists, students will need to communicate coherent, evidenced-based 
arguments. The following example demonstrates how these skills are built in the course:
 
Final Paper of Group Research Project: Students develop a research proposal throughout the 
semester. The project is broken into manageable steps. For the final paper, students submit a 
formal paper of their research proposal (at least 10 pages long), including a title page, abstract, 
introduction/review of literature, methods, discussion, and references, using APA-style format and 
incorporating all feedback provided by the instructor and peers in other assignments.
 
Research Protocol: As students develop their research proposal, they have an opportunity mid 
semester to present a “grant proposal” to their peers based on their Research Protocol (one-page 
summary of their proposal). Students practice presenting to “grant funders” (i.e., their peers) in a 
10-minute presentation, where they need to provide a coherent and convincing argument about 
the relevance of their research proposal based on previous literature. Classmates ask clarifying 
questions, provide feedback, and “vote” on funding decisions. This process is a low-stakes, engaging 
assignment that allows students to critically assess the quality of research proposals (when listening 
to peer proposals), improve their ability to argue a point based on previous knowledge, and further 
improve their own proposal.
 
Mini-experiment: Students complete one mini-experiment, where they collect simple surveys 
or social media data collection, run simple statistical tests (i.e., t tests) and evaluate and share 
their findings in class. This assignment is graded based on students’ use of appropriate research 
behavioral question that can be answered quickly, appropriate ways of obtaining data, good use of 
statistical tests, and their ability to communicate a critical interpretation of findings.

List all course-specific learning outcomes. Where appropriate, identify the associated SOBE learning 
outcome(s) in brackets (see below for example). Note: It is expected that a majority of course-specific 
learning outcomes will be associated with a SOBE learning outcome.

1, Demonstrate intermediate skills in research evaluation [SOBE 2], facilitation [SOBE 1], and 
communication. [SOBE 3]
2. Be knowledgeable of the main research methods used in music therapy [SOBE 1, 2, 3]
3. Develop emerging research skills to:
1. Develop an appropriate research question [SOBE 1]
2. Find and summarize literature that supports the exploration of that research question [SOBE 2, 3]
3. Select an appropriate research design to answer the question [SOBE 1]
4. Define the appropriate data analysis [SOBE 1, 2]
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