
Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for 

 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES [C] 
 

 

Rationale and Objectives 

 

The contemporary "culture" of the United States involves the complex interplay of many different cultures 

that exist side by side in various states of harmony and conflict.  The history of the United States involves 

the experiences not only of different groups of European immigrants and their descendants but also of 

diverse groups, including, but not limited to, American Indians, Latinos, African Americans, and Asian 

Americans--all of whom played significant roles in the development of contemporary culture and together 

shape the future of the United States.  At the same time, the recognition that gender, class, and religious 

differences cut across all distinctions of race and ethnicity offers an even richer variety of perspectives 

from which to view ourselves.  Awareness of our cultural diversity and its multiple sources can illuminate 

our collective past, present, and future and can help us to achieve greater mutual understanding and respect. 

 

The objective of the Cultural Diversity requirement is to promote awareness and appreciation of cultural 

diversity within the contemporary United States through the study of the cultural, social, or scientific 

contributions of women and minority groups, examination of their experiences in the U.S., or exploration 

of successful or unsuccessful interactions between and among cultural groups. 

 

 

 

 

Revised April 2014



Cultural Diversity [C] 

Page 2 

 

 

Proposer:  Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation. 

 

ASU--[C] CRITERIA 
 CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES 

YES NO  
Identify 

Documentation 

Submitted 

 
1.  A Cultural Diversity course must meet the following general  

     criteria: 

 

      

  
            The course must contribute to an understanding of 

cultural diversity in contemporary U.S. Society. 

 

      

 
2.   A Cultural Diversity course must then meet at least one of              

  the following specific criteria:  

      

  

a.  The course is an in-depth study of culture-specific 

elements, cultural experiences, or cultural contributions 

(in areas such as education, history, language, literature, 

art, music, science, politics, work, religion, and 

philosophy) of gender*, racial, ethnic and/or linguistic 

minority groups** within the United States.  

 

      

  

b. The course is primarily a comparative study of the 

diverse cultural contributions, experiences, or world 

views of two or more gender*, racial, ethnic and/or 

linguistic minority groups** within the United States. 

 

      

  

c. The course is primarily a study of the social, economic, 

political, or psychological dimensions of relations 

between and among gender*, racial, ethnic and/or 

linguistic minority groups** within the United States. 

. 

*Gender groups would encompass categories such as the 

following: women, men, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender 

individuals, etc. 

 

**Cultural, racial, ethnic, and/or linguistic minority groups in the 

U.S. would include categories such as the following:  Latinos, 

African Americans, Native Americans/First Peoples, Asian 

Americans, Jewish Americans, Muslim Americans, members of 

the deaf community, etc.  

 

 

      

 



Cultural Diversity [C] 

Page 3 

 

 

 

Course Prefix Number Title General Studies 

Designation 

                        

 

 

 

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria. 

Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met. 

 

Criteria (from checksheet) How course meets spirit 
(contextualize specific 

examples in next column) 

Please provide detailed 
evidence of how course 

meets criteria (i.e., where in 
syllabus) 

Example-See 2b. Compares 2 

U.S.  cultures  

Example-Compares Latino & 

African American Music 

Example-See Syllabus Pg. 5 

                  

                  

                  

                  

 


