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General Studies Council—ASU Tempe

Meeting Minutes—October 21, 2008

ASU Tempe General Studies Council

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 21, 2008
3:00–5:00 p.m.
Ira A. Fulton Foundation Center – 2nd floor- room 2490
Present:     Craig Allen, Karen Bryan, Debra Campbell, John Chance, Ron Dorn, Barbara Fargotstein, Cecelia Fiery, Antonio Garcia, Bernard Kobes, Barbara Lafford, Matt Isom – Interim Chair, Phyllis Lucie, Peter de Marneffe, Tom Martin, Helene Ossipov, Jeff Ricker, Joe Rody, Ron  Roedel, Sergio Quiros, Doug Spencer, Kathy Wigal
Excused: 
Rebecca Barry, Bonnie Eckard, Alejandra Elenes, Chouki El Hamel, Roger Hutt, Eduardo Pagan, 

1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.
Approval of Minutes—September 23, 2008

The minutes were approved as written.

3. Announcements
4. Subcommittee Reports 

A) Literacy & Critical Inquiry  (Barbara Fargotstein)

         From ASU

Approved for L designation, effective retroactive Spring 08 (new):
      
      SGS  305  Research Methods

     Approved for L designation, effective Spring 09 (new):

     ASB  394  Ecological & Environmental Anthropology


     ENH  475  Environmental Literacy Criticism
     
    Revise & Resubmit L (new):
                From ASU
    SGS 320  Mechanisms of Governance



Rationale:  Need to include more description specifically addressing criteria 1 and 3.

Need clarification on the substantial writing required in the tests as these comprise three-     fifths of the points.  The only specified writing is the research paper and it comprises only 25% of the points.

  APH  421   First Concepts


Rationale: It was difficult to follow the proposal in order to extract the relevant information.  It is unclear how the weekly postings on Discussion Board constitute substantive writing.  Need to more clearly identify how the course satisfies the literacy criteria.

B)   Mathematical Studies (MA)/(CS) (Matt Isom)
  From ASU
                 Approved for MA designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):


        AML  100  Introduction to Applied Mathematics for the Life and Social Sciences

         C)    Humanities, Fine Arts & Design (HU) (Bonnie Eckard)
                 From ASU 
 
    Approved for HU designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
ENH 475  Environmental Literary Criticism
RDG 334 Children’s Literature
REL 375 Lost Scriptures, Lost Christianities
                                              
D)   Social and Behavioral Sciences (Rebecca Barry)

                 From ASU 
                 Approved for SB designation, effective Fall, 2009 (new):
     ECN  335  South Asia and the World Economy
E) Natural Sciences (SQ/SG) (Ron Dorn)

No Report
F)    Cultural Diversity in the United States (Barbara Lafford)

         No Report
G) Global Awareness (Debra Campbell) 

 From ASU 

       Approved for G, effective for Spring 2009 (new):

ARB  335  Arabic Culture & Islam
H) Historical Awareness (Karen Bryan)

No Report
5. Old Business

Ron Dorn discussed with council members, that one slide and one short paragraph is all that is needed for the presentation by subcommittee chairs that will assist faculty, staff and students in the explanation of general studies criteria.

Dr. Isom requested that at the first scheduled spring GSC meeting on January 27, 2009, this will be an agenda item to discuss in detail.
Dr. Dorn offered his assistance with the implementation of the presentation for all general studies criteria.

Base powerpoint introducing the Natural Science requirement (SQ/SG)
http://alliance.la.asu.edu/temporary/generalstudies/GeneralStudiesBreeze_SQ.ppt

         The Adobe Presenter Presentation:

http://alliance.la.asu.edu/temporary/generalstudies/PublishGenStudies_SQ/index.htm
  New Business

ByLaws:  Dr. Isom advised the GSC that he and Dr. Wigal will be reviewing and amending the GSC ByLaws.  The amended ByLaws will then be sent to GSC members for review and comment, via e-mail prior to the GSC meeting on November 18th.

The GSC will vote on the amended ByLaws at the November 18, 2008 GSC meeting.

Dr. Isom also indicated that in the ByLaws, there is a reference to a Nominating Committee

to assist in identifying nominees for a new GSC chair.

A request was made to send Phyllis Lucie an e-mail, if there is interest in serving on the Nominating Committee.

7.    Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.


Submitted by Phyllis Lucie
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