General Studies Council—ASU Tempe

Meeting Minutes—November 18, 2008

ASU Tempe General Studies Council

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, November 18, 2008
3:00–5:00 p.m.
Ira A. Fulton Foundation Center – 2nd floor- room 2490
Present:     Craig Allen, Karen Bryan, Debra Campbell, John Chance, Joe Comfort, 



Barbara Fargotstein (via phone), Antonio Garcia, Ron Dorn, Bonnie Eckard, 



Alejandra Elenes, Cecelia Fiery (via phone), Antonio Garcia, Bernard Kobes, 



Barbara Lafford, Matt Isom – Interim Chair, Phyllis Lucie, Peter de Marneffe, 



Tom Martin, Jeff Ricker, Ron Roedel, Sergio Quiros, Doug Spencer, Kathy Wigal

Excused: 
Rebecca Barry, Chouki El Hamel, Helene Ossipov, Roger Hutt, Eduardo Pagan, 



Joe Rody

1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.
Approval of Minutes—October 21, 2008

The minutes were approved as written.

3. Announcements
4. Subcommittee Reports 

A) Literacy & Critical Inquiry  (Barbara Fargotstein)

         From ASU
         Approved for L designation, effective Spring 09 (new):
                  ASB 394
Rules, Games and Society



      GER 394   Women’s Literature of Germany

      FMS 200   Hollywood Film History

     
      Revise & Resubmit L (new):
                  From ASU
      SOS 320
Society and Sustainability



Rationale: This course does not meet criterion # 1which states that at least 50% of the grade in the course should depend upon writing…  Group projects are acceptable only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence and prepares a summary report.

Only 40% of the grade is drawn from written assignments.  The group project does not specify that each student is to engage in the above activities and then submit a summary report.  The only report identified is a group summary report.
   In order to receive Literacy designation, the assigned % of the grade needs to meet 
   criterion # 1.

B)   Mathematical Studies (MA)/(CS) (Matt Isom)
  From ASU
  DENY:  Revise and Resubmit for CS

 STS 401 Statistics in Science and Technology Studies (CS)

Rationale: The application of CS status for STS 401 Statistics in Science and Technology  Studies is denied at this time and the proposer is asked to revise and resubmit.  Note, only one of the three criteria 1, 2 or 3 needs to be satisfied.   As a committee, we believe criteria 2 is the best fit for this application.  The committee’s interpretation of the application as it stands today.

Option 2: Statistical applications;

This course seems most likely to fulfill the criterion of Option 2.  However,

MATH Pre-req:

2a. In order to do so a prerequisite of an MA course is required. The catalogue description does not indicate such a prerequisite.  The only prerequisite shown is STS 301 with a D or better which is methods of inquiry course with no mathematics prerequisite.

2b. Based on all of the chapters/units shown in the syllabus we believe this course will likely meet all of the components i- vii under option 2.  It is desired to see more detail rather than have the committee members guess at how each of the criteria items is met.

Option 3:  Quantitative applications

Also requires a course with MA status as a prerequisite.

Although the course may include Linear programming, Inventory models, Decision theory and the Monte Carlo method the committee would like to know how these areas make up a principle focus of this course. They are not motioned in the syllabus by name within the description of the course or in the weekly units described.  In fact the course syllabus states the course learning goal is basic descriptive, inferential statistics as well as applied statistical techniques.  

A note from the committee: It seems a tall order for one course to adequately cover introductory descriptive and inferential statistics while at the same time teaching the computer programming and modeling while also being primarily focused on mathematical models in quantitative design.

Recommend revise and resubmit for Option 2 with a verified course prerequisite, a table of contents from the text used for the course may also be helpful.

         C)    Humanities, Fine Arts & Design (HU) (Bonnie Eckard)
                 From ASU 
 
     Approved for HU designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
                 GER  394  Women’s Literature of Germany
                 LAW 194  Intro to Law, Philosophy and Politics

Revise and Resubmit:

HTY 382   Ethics in Engineering and Technology

Rationale:  The course is much improved from the last version.  The grid clearly reflects that the course meets HU designation.  However, the syllabus does not clearly reflect the criteria. We are requesting clarification of Course Requirements #4 (4-5 short individual written assignments) and #6 (take home final exam) to insure that students are asked to demonstrate critical thinking skills.

D)   Social and Behavioral Sciences (Rebecca Barry)

                 From ASU 
                 Approved for SB designation, effective Spring, 2009 (new):
     
     SOS  320  Society and Sustainability 

     STS  101  Introduction to Science, Technology and Society

 
     STS  110  Global Technology and Development

     STS  301  Research in Science and Technology Studies

     STS  302  Philosophy of Science and Technology

     STS  304  Science, Technology and Society

     STS  305  Science and Social Theory

     STS  306  Social Effects of Science and Technology

     STS  317  Science, Technology and Global Engagement

     STS  318  Science, Technology and Government

     STS  325  Science, Technology and Public Policy

     STS  328  Science, Technology and Culture(should also ask for G designation)

     STS  329  Cultivating Technology in Newly Industrializing Countries

     STS  330  Information  Technology and Globalization

     STS  331  Global Issues in Science and Technology

     STS  332  Global Issues in Science and Technology

     STS  364  Science,  Technology and National Security

       STS  425  Law, Values and Science and Technology

    Revise & Resubmit:

    KIN 194  Forager to Couch Potato:  The Obesity & Diabetes Epidemics

Rationale:  There was disagreement about this course. One committee member felt that the SB component was significant, and so the course should be approved. On the other hand, this seems to be more of a health course than a social science course. Though it does include a history/cultural perspective of obesity, most of this course (according to the course schedule) is about physical aspects of obesity and interventions. Therefore it would be a stretch to call it an SB course.

E) Natural Sciences (SQ/SG) (Ron Dorn)

No Report
F)    Cultural Diversity in the United States (Barbara Lafford)

                  Approved 

                 from MCCCD Approved for C designation, effective Spring, 2009 (new):


                SLG 212  Deaf Culture
                  Revise & Resubmit:

         From ASU

      PHI 420 Feminist Philosophical Literature 

Rationale:  A theoretical course like this cannot obtain a C designation just for its focus on women’s issues and feminist world views; it must concretely contextualize these issues within a U.S. context.  There is very little discussion in this course about diversity in the U.S.  In sum, this theoretical course on philosophical literature does not fulfill any of the C criteria (1, 2a, 2b, or 2c). 
FMS 370 Signs of Aliens

Rationale:  The C sub-committee has not yet reached consensus on this course.  Although the issues involved (alienation of groups) is central to the core of the type of understanding we hope students will reach in C courses, it is not grounded in the US cultural minority experience.  We would like to table this decision.

G) Global Awareness (Debra Campbell) 

 From ASU 

       Approved for G, effective for Spring 2009 (new):

      STS 110   Global Technology and Development 
      STS 317   Science, Technology, and Global Engagement 
      STS 329   Cultivating Technology in Newly Industrializing Countries 
                  STS 330   Information Technology and Globalization

      STS 332   Global Issues in Science and Technology

      GER 394  Women's Literature of Germany (spring 08)
      SSH 100   Introduction to Global Health (spring 08)
                 Revise & Resubmit:

     STS 328 Science, Technology, and Culture
     Rationale: According to the course description and the materials, this course is a look 

     at science and technology in terms of various cultures.  However, the title 

     does not indicate a commitment to international cultures, so there could be some 
     doubt as to the commitment to non-U.S. cultures. Also, if this course is committed
     to science, technology, and  cultures around the world, then how does it differ from 
     other courses such as STS 110, STS 317, and STS 332 (see titles directly above)? 
     In other words, is more than 50% of the course devoted to Science, Technology, 
     and   NON-U.S. Culture?  How could that be assured?
    ASB 394 Ecological and Environmental Anthropology

    Rationale:  This course promises a comparative and critical approach to Ecological 
    and Environmental Anthropology.  However, there is no indication from the 

    documents submitted that over 50% of the course will be devoted to in-depth 

                cultural studies of areas that are non-U.S.  The class schedule of topics does 

                not provide that documentation, and no other documentation (such as table of 

                contents for textbook) was attached.  In the absence of other supporting 

                evidence to indicate the commitment that more than half of this course would 

                be devoted to the study of non-U.S.culture, this course will not meet the G criteria.

    PUP 200 Planned Environment:  Cities in Cinema
    Rationale: The course description indicates that this course will provide an 
    introduction to the formation of planned environments through the use of films.  
    There is a mention of "global communities" on the submitted syllabus, and this 
    particular instructor is using several films that are non-U.S.  However, there is 
    no guarantee from the course description that an instructor would have to present 

                films that would fulfill that more than 50% of the course would be non-U.S.  

                If there could be something in the course description to ensure that more than 

                50% of the films would be non-U.S., then this course would clearly meet the G 

                criteria.

H) Historical Awareness (Karen Bryan)

From ASU     
Revise & Resubmit:
FMS 200--Film History


Rationale:  This is an excellent proposal: it is organized very well and the justifications for the criteria are clearly indicated. Although the course content definitely meets the first three criteria, however, the assignments and readings do not sufficiently meet the fourth criterion, which requires that an historical-awareness course focus on situating its topic(s) within a "BROAD social, political and economic context." The readings do not seem to delve deeply enough into societal and other contexts of the time periods covered, nor do the assignments require students to focus as much on these contexts as is necessary for the H designation. 

Just to be clear, it is not the case that the course does none of this with respect to Criterion 4, just that it does not do so with the depth and breadth required. In fact, it is very difficult to meet Criterion 4 in any course that focuses on "the history of ...  a field of artistic or professional endeavor," which is the rationale for the exclusionary criterion at the bottom of the checklist.

From MCCCD

Approved for H designation:
WST  200  Essential Feminist Writings
5. Old Business

Barbara Lafford discussed the amended Cultural Diversity checksheet with the GSC.

A motion was made to approve the amended checksheet.

A motion was made, seconded, and approved by unanimous voice vote.

The GSC reviewed and discussed the amended GSC ByLaws.

A motion was made to approve the ByLaws with minor additional amendments.

A motion was made, seconded, and approved by unanimous voice vote.

Ron Dorn discussed the steps for preparation by each subcommittee for the slide presentation of general studies designations.

Ron suggested that each subcommittee chair prepare one paragraph which would be included in the text of both the visual and audio components.  Ron suggested a unified format, beginning with a version for students, then adding a component for faculty.

Dr. Isom suggested refining this process in January.

6.   New Business

  GSC Nomination Committee for GSC chair will include: Debbie Campbell, Karen Bryan, 
  Tony Garcia, and Matt Isom – ex officio.
7.    Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.


Submitted by Phyllis Lucie
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