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ASU Tempe General Studies Council

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 24, 2009
3:00–5:00 p.m.
Ira A. Fulton Foundation Center – 2nd floor- room 2490
Present:     Rebecca Barry, Karen Bryan, Debra Campbell, Bonnie Eckard, John Chance, Joseph Comfort, Alejandra Elenes, Barbara Fargotstein, Cecelia Fiery, Antonio Garcia, 


Roger Hutt, Matt Isom –Chair, Bernard Kobes, Phyllis Lucie, Peter de Marneffe, Tom Martin, Jeff Ricker, Katherine Ricker, Joe Rody, Sergio Quiros, Doug Spencer, Kathy Wigal
Excused: 
Craig Allen, Ron Dorn, Chouki El Hamel, Barbara Lafford, Helene Ossipov, 


Ron Roedel
1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.
Approval of Minutes—February 24, 2009

The minutes were approved as amended.

3. Announcements
4. Subcommittee Reports 

A) Literacy & Critical Inquiry  (Barbara Fargotstein)

         From ASU
         Approved for L designation, effective Spring 2010 (new):
                  SCM 355
Purchasing and Supply Management
      Recommend Approval for Mandatory Review:

                    REL 200
The Study of Religious Traditions

       REL 305
Ritual, Symbol & Myth

                    REL 351
Buddhism

    Revise & Resubmit (L):


    From ASU
    Mandatory Course Review
    TWC 200
Impact communication Technologies on Society

                 Rationale:  How does this course meet criterion #3 re: substantial writing or speaking tasks?
    TWC 301
General Principles of Multimedia Writing

    Rationale:  How does this course meet criterion #3 re: substantial writing or speaking tasks?
    TWC 347
Written Communication for Managers

    Rationale:  Need to clarify how criterion #3 re: substantial writing or speaking tasks is met--

    as well as criterion #2 re: how the composition  tasks involve gathering, interpretation, 
    and evaluation of evidence.
    TWC 411
General Principles of Visual Communication

    Rationale:  Need to clarify how criterion #3 and criterion #2 are met.
    TWC 421
Principles of Writing with Technology

    Rationale: It is not clear how criterion #3 is met.
    New Course Review  Revise & Resubmit – L):
     IND 465
Collaborative Design & Development

     Rationale:  Not clear how criterion #3 is met.
     MKT 303
Honors Marketing Theory & Practice

Rationale: Not clear how criterion #3 is met.  It may, but more information is needed as to length   of assignments and how to determine that each student actually does individual writing.

     REL 376
The Virgin Mary in History, Film & Culture

Rationale:  Need to clarify how criterion #3 is met.  It appears that there is one 5-page paper and a     number of very brief 3-paragraph essays.

     TEL 315
Child & Adolescence Development

Rationale:  Need to clarify how criterion #3 is met.  There are two assignments, but it is not clear that the first is substantive.

End Note:


It is clear from the number of submissions for both mandatory review and new review that criterion #3 which requires “… a minimum of two substantial writing or speaking tasks, other than or in addition to in-class essay exams.” may need discussion by GSC and subsequent clarification by the Literacy & Critical 
Inquiry sub-committee.  Courses being submitted for Literacy designation are becoming less clear on how the assignments are substantive in nature.

B)   Mathematical Studies (MA)/(CS) (Matt Isom)
  From ASU
  
    Approved for CS designation, effective Spring 2010 (new):
    CPI 111 Game Development I


         C)    Humanities, Fine Arts & Design (HU) (Bonnie Eckard)
                 From ASU 
 
     Approved for HU designation, effective Spring 09 (new):
     
     REL 393    Religion & Sexuality
     Effective Spring 2010 (new):

     MHL 440   Music Since 1900
     REL 376    The Virgin Mary in History, Film & Culture

     REL 396    Women in the Bible
     SLC 201     Introduction to Language & Linguistics
                 Revise and Resubmit (new):
REL 314   Jewish Philosophy 

Rationale: The course information is scant at best, and the syllabus lacks enough      information.

Mandatory Review – Revise and Resubmit:
     AMS 330   Introduction to American Lives 

Rationale:  Resubmit with course syllabus.  The committee requests a detailed syllabus.  We did not see any critical analysis or any information regarding the assignments.
     HST 361   Witchcraft and Heresy in Europe
                 Rationale:  Resubmit with course syllabus. We simply need a detailed syllabus.
D)   Social and Behavioral Sciences (Rebecca Barry)

                 From ASU 
                 Approved for SB designation, effective Spring, 2010 (new):
                ASB 294   Migration & Society
                BLE 335   Language Diversity in the Classroom
                SLC 201   Introduction to Language & Linguistics
                Recommend Approval for Mandatory Review:

HST 110   The United States Since 1865
       HST 316   20th Century U.S. Foreign Relations
       HST 333   African American History to 1865
       HST 334   African American History Since 1865
       HST 343   The American Southwest
       HST 349   The Early Middle Ages
       HST 351   Renaissance Europe
       HST 370   Eastern Europe in Transition
       HST 372   The Modern Middle East
       HST 375   Colonial Latin America
E) Natural Sciences (SQ/SG) (Ron Dorn)

No Report
F)    Cultural Diversity in the United States (Barbara Lafford)

         From ASU
                  Approved for C designation, effective Spring, 2010 (new):
AMS 330   Introduction to American Lives
ASB 294    Migration & Society
Recommend Approval for Mandatory Review:

HST 333 African American History to 1865
HST 334 African American History Since 1865
REL 225 African American Religion
REL 323 African American Religion: A Biographical Approach 
G) Global Awareness (Debra Campbell) 

From ASU 

      Deny for G designation
      SLC 201  Introduction to Language and Linguistics

 Rationale:  Although this course offers a "broad overview of language," it is not clear    from the materials submitted that the course would be devoted to language studied as "comparative cultural studies in which most, i.e., more than half, of the material is devoted to non-US areas."  While the submitter did provide some detailed evidence on the criteria checksheet, the "Language Files" materials provided do not seem to have that much of a comparative cultural approach. Thus, the committee cannot approve the submission as it stands.  We are willing to consider a modified course in which the syllabus shows that over 50% of the course concerns non-U.S. content.


H)  Historical Awareness (Karen Bryan)

 From ASU  
Approved for H designation, effective Summer, 2009(new):
SGS 394  Natural Catastrophe and Urban Response (Italy)

SGS 394  Natural Catastrophe and Urban Response (Portugal)

Approved for H designation, effective Spring, 2009(new):
FMS 200 Film History
                  This course was held over from the February meeting.  

      Revise and Resubmit (Mandatory Review):

      HST 316  20th Century U.S. Foreign Relations

                  HST 343  The American Southwest

                  HST 351  Renaissance Europe

                  HST 370  Eastern Europe in Transition

                  HST 372  The Modern Middle East

                  HST 375  Colonial Latin America

                  HST 378  Latin American Women: The National Period

                  HST 386  Interpreting China’s Classics

Rationale:  All classes have received this designation in the past.  However, the current proposals only cursorily address the criteria now required by the General Studies Council and make only generic references to syllabus, text and assignment report.  We ask that all be resubmitted with clearer and expanded justifications in relation to the criteria.

5. Old Business

There was continued discussion regarding the subcommittee slide presentation.
The slides will be reviewed and voted upon at the April 28, 2009 GSC meeting.

6.   New Business

7.    Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.


Submitted by Phyllis Lucie
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