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General Studies Council—ASU Meeting Minutes—August 26, 2008


General Studies Council

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 26, 2008
3:00–5:00 p.m.
Ira A. Fulton Foundation Center – 2nd floor- room 2490
Present:     Craig Allen, Karen Bryan, Gregory Castle, Chair, Debra Campbell, John Chance, 



Ron Dorn, Bonnie Eckard, Alejandra Elenes, Bernard Kobes, Barbara Lafford, Matt Isom, Phyllis Lucie, Peter de Marneffe, Tom Martin, Joe Rody, Sergio Quiros, Doug Spencer, Philip VanderMeer, Kathy Wigal
Excused: 
Barbara Fargotstein, Cecelia Fiery, Helene Ossipov, Jeff Ricker, Ron Roedel 
1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.
Approval of Minutes—April 22, 2008

The minutes were approved as written.

3. Announcements
Philip VanderMeer, President University Senate, attended the meeting and informed council members that Gregory Castle has accepted the appointment of CAPC chair.
Dr. VanderMeer explained that university and faculty participation and shared governance is needed on university wide committees.  A task force has been appointed to look at policy across the university, and how to connect general studies with other curricular concerns.

Philip thanked the GSC for their continuing commitment, and thanked Dr. Gregory Castle for his years of service on the GSC.

Matt Isom will act as interim chair of the GSC for the fall.  The GSC will vote on a new chair for the GSC for spring and the next academic year.

4. Subcommittee Reports 

A) Literacy & Critical Inquiry  (Barbara Fargotstein)

         From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

Approved for L designation Spring 2009 (new):
      ENH  360  Travel Writing
      HTY  464  Post Modern Mexico

      TCL  364  Transborder Chicana/o Mexican Literature of Southwest 

                                                       North America before 1917


Approved for L designation retroactive Fall 2008 (new):
 

                  TCL  446  Bilingual Latina/o Poetics

      TCL  488  Border Global Narratives

                  Revise & Resubmit (new):

         From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

         ASB  394  Rules, Games and Society

                  Rationale:  Need clarification on the writing involved in the in-class assignments,     

                  homework, experiments, presentation, and group project.  Other than the essays,

                  which are worth 30 points out of a possible 110 points for the course, it is not


         clear what additional writing constitutes the required 50% and the substantive

                  nature of these assignments.
                   From MCCCD 

                  Approved for L, effective Fall 2008 (new):
                  CRE  101  Critical Evaluative Reading
                  HUM  250  Ideas & Values in the Humanities

                  HUM  251  Ideas & Values in the Humanities
B)   Mathematical Studies (MA)/(CS) (Matt Isom)
        From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

        Approved for CS designation Spring, 2009 (new):
                 ASM  465  Quantification and Analysis for Anthropologists
                  MAE  384   Numerical Methods (conditionally approved pending amendment of syllabus)

     Revise and Resubmit  

        From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

                 PSY 231 – Introduction to Statistics Honors Section

Rationale:The materials submitted seem to be a list with a few of each criteria from the three different content areas checked off and asked us the committee to consider the whole application as satisfying the CS criteria.  While we certainly believe the PSY 231 course SHOULD be able to meet the CS criteria it is the responsibility of the submission to team to demonstrate the course content meets any one of the three content areas to meet the CS criteria.  

Suggestions to submission committee.
If applying under option 1 the course does not contain extensive enough computer programming to warrant a CS.  The syllabus states that a “limited number of homework problems” will be completed with the computer (SPSS).  The criteria under option 1 requires extensive emphasis on computer programming and modeling.  Additionally, we did not find any evidence in the materials submitted to support ii. graphic/artistic design as indicated on the check sheet under option 1.

The application under option 2 requires coverage of ALL of the items i-vii listed.  Items not checked include design, sampling methodology, probability models, or statistical estimation.  Also, no table of contents for a textbook is provided so that we may see what content is included that the syllabus refers to.  Since some chapters and sections are skipped as a committee we cannot make assumptions as to topic coverage.

The application under option 3 claims decision theory as the type of modeling used in the course. In order to earn CS based on criterion option 3 the course must be focused “principally” on the use of mathematical models in quantitative analysis … “The reference identified in the materials submitted is the Introduction to Hypothesis Testing, z test.  It is not clear from the materials submitted as to how this satisfies criteria 3b ‘The course must be focused principally on the use of mathematical models in quantitative analysis and design making.’  
 C)       Humanities, Fine Arts & Design (HU) (Bonnie Ecker)
            From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

 
Approved for HU designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):

HTY 464  Post Modern Mexico
          Revise & Resubmit (new):
            From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

HTY 382 – Ethics in Engineering and Technology 
Rationale: The material submitted does not demonstrate how the assignments will help students to engage critically with the content.  Further information about the assignments (exams and essays) will help clarify the issue.  The course does not satisfy the criteria listed under number 4 of the criteria checklist. 

HTY 480: Technology, Ethics and Society
Rationale: The material submitted does not demonstrate how the assignments will help students to engage critically with the content.  Further information about the assignments (exams and essays) will help clarify the issue. 


            ENH 360: Travel Writing
Rationale: This is a good syllabus but it does not provide critical analysis of previously    written travel writings with regards to historical context, commercial interests, and political agenda.

Revise & Resubmit (new):
            From MCCCD

MHL 149: Traditional Irish Music – will be reviewed at the September 23rd GSC.
            Rationale:  The material does not have the correct criteria check sheets.
D)   Social and Behavioral Sciences (Rebecca Barry)

                 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

                 Approved for SB designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
                  ASB  394  Rules, Games & Society
                 From MCCCD
                 Approved for SB designation, effective Fall 2008 (new):

     
     ASM  275  Forensic Anthropology
     Revise & Resubmit (new):
 
        From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

     ECN 335
South Asia & the World Economy

Rationale: The check sheet is incomplete—only the cover sheet is included. The more detailed “explain in detail” section needs to be included as well. Also it is insufficient in the “identify documentation submitted” section to say “syllabus/course outline/text/lecture notes.” Please be more specific.

Note for the contact person next time: when printing Powerpoint lectures it is not     necessary to use a whole sheet of paper for individual slides. It makes the file unnecessarily thick. Try printing “handouts” with six slides per page instead.

     HTY 380
Science, Technology and Values

Rationale:  Although on the surface this seems like a class that could qualify for SB designation, the check sheet is not specific enough. The “SB Justification” page has claims that the course fills the criteria, but these claims are not backed up. You must not leave it to the committee to dig out examples of how the class fits the criteria—you must spell it out for the committee.

HTY 385
Technological Catastrophes

Rationale: Although on the surface this seems like a class that could qualify for SB designation, the check sheet is not specific enough. The “SB Justification” page has claims that the course fills the criteria, but these claims are not backed up. You must not leave it to the committee to dig out examples of how the class fits the criteria—you must spell it out for the committee.

E) Natural Sciences (SQ/SG) (Ron Dorn)

No report
F)    Cultural Diversity in the United States (Barbara Lafford)

          From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

      Approved for C designation, retroactive effective Fall 2008 (new):

      TCL  341  Social Issues in Chicano/Latino Community

                  TCL  446  Bilingual Latina/o Poetics


      TCL 488  Border Global Narratives

                  Approved for C designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):

                  TCL  364  Transborder Chicana/o Mexican Literature of Southwest 

North America before 1917

       
      Revise & Resubmit (new):
      From Northland Community College
      HIS 110 
Southwest History

Rationale: The committee has two concerns about this course:

a) The syllabus indicates the course is from Northland Community College, not 

from MCCCD.  Why is MCCCD proposing this course?

b) There is not enough obvious focus on contemporary issues in the course objectives listed in the syllabus, which reads like a chronological survey of events in SW history. The Table of Contents of the two historically-focused text books (Arizona, a History and New Mexico, an Interpretive History) do not include any obvious discussion of the impact of those historical events on contemporary US society. If, indeed, the syllabus were clarified regarding this point and some obvious readings relating historical events to contemporary issues were added, we could reconsider this petition for a C designation.  The person proposing this course for a C designation (presumably the instructor) went to great lengths to explain how the C criteria are met in the accompanying paperwork. However, unless the syllabus itself states that students will be led to make connections to contemporary culture, it cannot be guaranteed that everyone teaching the course will engage students in this manner. 

Suggestions to strengthen the proposal:

a) clarify why this NCC course is being proposed by MCCCD

b) Combine the document on course objectives into the syllabus itself and clarify how students will be gaining insight into contemporary issues (criteria 1) through the study of the history of the Southwest (e.g., viewing films about contemporary issues that have been affected by the historical events they are studying, adding readings about contemporary issues to the textbook Arizona, a History, or clarifying in writing how the book on interpretive history forces a focus on contemporary issues).  Right now, there seem to be several separate documents related to this course; combining them into one coherent syllabus would be beneficial. 

c) Perhaps the GSC could obtain permission from the author of the syllabus from 

TCL 364 Transborder Chicana/o Mexican Literature of Southwest North America 

before 1917 to see a fine example of incorporating historical elements into 

an understanding of contemporary cultures.

G) Global Awareness (Debra Campbell) 

 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

       Approved for G designation, retroactive Fall 2008 (new):
 TCL  443  Political Ecology of the Border
Approved for Spring 2009 (new):

HTY  464  Post Modern Mexico

Approved for Fall 2009 (new):

ECN  335  South Asia and the World Economy

 Revise and Resubmit:
  From MCCCD
   BIO 107  Introduction to Biotechnology

                  Rationale: The committee agrees that this course does not meet Criterion #1.  
Although the course deals with a scientific subject with global implications, 
this does not mean that the course is intended to provide students with an understanding  of the contemporary world outside the U.S. The purpose of this course is to learn about biotechnology, and while that may entail learning some understanding of biotechnology around the globe, that is not the primary focus of the course.  This is a science course and the discussions that are being called "global" are using that word in the sense of "having to do with the planet." For earning the "G" designation, "global" means "expanding awareness of cultures outside the U.S."  Therefore, this course does not meet the G criteria.

MHL  149  Traditional Irish Music – will be reviewed at the September 23rd GSC.

H) Historical Awareness (Gregory Castle)

From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown
Reports for Historical Awareness have been deferred until the September 23rd GSC meeting.
5.  Old Business


  Cultural Diversity checksheet will be updated and submitted to the GSC for review and

           Approval.   
6. New Business

All new business listed on the August 26th agenda was tabled until the September 23rd GSC meeting.  Those items are as follows:
· discuss redesigning criteria checksheets

· form an ad hoc group on West campus

· mandatory review information for 08-09

· amend GSC ByLaws

7.    Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.


Submitted by Phyllis Lucie
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