General Studies Council—ASU Tempe

Meeting Minutes—September 21, 2008


ASU Tempe General Studies Council

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 23, 2008
3:00–5:00 p.m.
Ira A. Fulton Foundation Center – 2nd floor- room 2490
Present:     Craig Allen, Karen Bryan, Debra Campbell, John Chance, Ron Dorn, Bonnie Eckard, Alejandra Elenes, Barbara Fargotstein, Cecelia Fiery, Bernard Kobes, Barbara Lafford, Matt Isom – Interim Chair, Phyllis Lucie, Peter de Marneffe, Tom Martin, Helene Ossipov, Jeff Ricker, Joe Rody, Sergio Quiros, Doug Spencer, Kathy Wigal
Excused: 
Rebecca Barry, Antonio Garcia, Chouki El Hamel, Roger Hutt, Eduardo Pagan, 



Ron Roedel
1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.
Approval of Minutes—August 26, 2008

The minutes were approved as written.

3. Announcements
4. Subcommittee Reports 

A) Literacy & Critical Inquiry  (Barbara Fargotstein)

         From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

Approved for L designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
      
      HTY 365
Latin American Independence

                  HTY 462   Mexican Immigration to the U.S.

      Defer To October GSC:

   
From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West
         SGS 305
Research Methods



      Submission incomplete (page 2 missing and was not forwarded to some 
      of the subcommittee members for review for 9-23-08 GSC)

                  Need to include more description addressing how criterion 3 is met

    SGS 320
Mechanisms of Governance


    Submission incomplete (page 2 missing and was not forwarded to some 
    of the subcommittee members for review for 9-23-08 GSC) Need to include 
    more description specifically addressing criteria 1 and 3.
B)   Mathematical Studies (MA)/(CS) (Matt Isom)
No Report
         C)    Humanities, Fine Arts & Design (HU) (Bonnie Ecker)
                 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

 
    Approved for HU designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
    HTY  365 Latin American  Independence


   Revise & Resubmit (new):
               From MCCCD

   MHL 149 Traditional Irish Music

Rationale: The materials submitted do not demonstrate stated examples of how 
students will demonstrate their understanding of historical development and 
influence of Irish music.  Regarding criteria #2, course assignments need to 
document assessment of interpretation/analysis of Irish music and demonstrate 
critical  thinking about this form of music.

  DAH 210 The History of Ballet and Modern Dance

Rationale: The course would require significant revision to be considered for 
HU designation.  

The material submitted does not demonstrate stated justification that students will learn how the roots and history of ballet and modern dance as "a reflection and outgrowth of social, political, economic, artistic, and philosophical movements of Western culture from the medieval period to the current day." Further information would be helpful assessing how  about assignments reflect the students' understanding of how these dance forms are contextualized historically.

The course competencies  (1-7) all reference "Identification and Definition"

of themes, ideas, etc. The course description provided indicates this is an overview course, and the implication is that students will be surveying different dance traditions, histories, etc. Additionally, the response papers listed in the syllabus do not rise to the level of critical thinking and material synthesis expected of a course receiving the HU designation.
D)   Social and Behavioral Sciences (Rebecca Barry)

                 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

                 Approved for SB designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):
     HTY 462  Mexican Immigration to the U.S.

     
     Revise & Resubmit (new):
 
        From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

     PGS 344    Directed Child Study    
  

     Rationale: This course in applied developmental psychology could certainly 
     meet the criteria for SB designation. Yet the syllabus seems thin and the proposal 
     could do a better job of specifying how the course meets the four criteria on the 
     checksheet.  In fact, only 3 criteria are addressed (not 4) and they are not exactly
     the ones listed on the checksheet.  Nor is much said about how the course meets
     the spirit of the criteria.   It is stated that Piaget, Vygotsky, Erickson, Bruner, 
     and Gardener are discussed and explored in the practicum section of the class, 
     yet there are no readings by these authors. There is not enough information here. 

                 From MCCCD
                 Revise & Resubmit:   

                  HIS 113   History of Eastern Civilization up to 1850

                  HIS 114   History of Eastern Civilization after 1850

Rationale:  On their face these courses seem to be good candidates for SB 
designation. However, the proposal needs to be more specific about how the 
course meets the four criteria on the checksheet. Also, perhaps reading/assignment schedules would help clarify things. Another note: these courses share a textbook. 
Do students typically take both courses?
E) Natural Sciences (SQ/SG) (Ron Dorn)

From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West
We reject (deny) the application (SG) for several reasons (new): 

ASM 338 Archeological Field Methods

First, the SG requirements "cannot be met by courses ... Focusing 

on a specific or limiting but in-depth theme suitable for upper division majors". 

Yet, in the course description -- the course is aimed at an upper division/graduate 

student mix.   In fact, the syllabus makes it clear that ASM 338 is co-taught with 

ASB 532.  Furthermore, the applicants refer to a "publishable research report" – 

a task completely inappropriate for students with no previous background in the 

subject matter. The applicants do not understand that the aim of the SG and SQ requirement is to introduce all students, at a lower division level, to scientific thinking. Expecting such introductory students to produce publication-quality work indicates that the intent of the course does not meet the spirit of this requirement. Thus, this class clearly does not meet the intent of the SG requirement that this be a laboratory science 

course for lower division general education students. 
Second, the individual filling out the application clearly did not understand the check sheet.  An application needs explain how the course meets the SG criteria.  Instead, the individual "makes up" criteria of field methods, recognizing artifacts, and scientific method -- instead of addressing specifically how the course meets the criteria. The general studies committee set a general policy of asking the applicant use the organizer (3 columns) to avoid just this  "seeing the syllabus" as a response.  It is a simple matter to use the organizer so that we can evaluate how the course meets the spirit and the specifics of the criteria.  Certainly, some of the materials do attempt to address how the course fulfills some of the SG criteria.  However, it is not the job of the committee to comb through the materials to look for exactly how the application meets each criteria.  That is the goal of the organizer, which is filled out without any regard to its purpose.

Please feel free to communicate these reasons to the applicants.  Also, please tell the applicants that I would be happy to discuss the process.

F)    Cultural Diversity in the United States (Barbara Lafford)

          From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

       Approved for C designation, effective Spring 2009 (new):

                   HTY 462
Mexican Immigration to the U.S.  

       
       Revise & Resubmit (new):

 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

                   PGS 451
Stereotyping, Prejudice and Discrimination

Rationale: Although the course focuses on core issues that drive the process of the marginalization of various groups in a society, there is nothing in the syllabus that specifically states that the primary focus is on U.S. cultural groups.  Whoever wrote
the justification for the C designation tries to make this case in a separate document,
but the book in question and the syllabus are very generic in nature. For instance, the   topics seem to be at an abstract level so that it could pertain to any industrialized society dealing with minority groups (e.g., Germany, England, France, Japan).  One of the assignments deals with racism in the U.S. but there is no evidence that the preponderance of assignments in this course do the same; in addition, the type of assignment can vary greatly according to the instructor.  That is why it is so important to state the C criteria
in course description at the top of the syllabus. 

PROPOSED SOLUTION:

In order to be granted a C designation this committee would like to see an explicit statement in the course syllabus about the fact that students will gain an understanding 
of cultural diversity in contemporary U.S. society. In addition, readings pertaining specifically to U.S. cultural groups should also form a part of the reading list.

G) Global Awareness (Debra Campbell) 

 From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

       Approved for G, effective for Spring 2009 (new):

HTY 365 Latin American Independence

From MCCCD
Approved for G, effective Spring 2009 (new:
MHL 149 Traditional Irish Music

H) Historical Awareness (Karen Bryan)

From ASU Tempe/Polytechnic/Downtown/West

     Approved for H effective for Spring 2009 (new):

     
     HTY 365
Latin American Independence

     HTY 462
Mexican Immigration to the U.S.

     HTY 464
Post Modern Mexico

     Deny
     From MCCCD

     ASM 275         Introduction to Forensic Anthropology

Rationale: This course focuses on the technical aspects of forensic investigations in  anthropology; it is a methods course and not one that “examines primarily and in a systematic manner changes in human institutions over time.”  

5. Old Business

Ron Dorn provided a link (sent to all GSC members) that will assist faculty, staff and students in the explanation of general studies criteria.

Base powerpoint introducing the Natural Science requirement (SQ/SG)
http://alliance.la.asu.edu/temporary/generalstudies/GeneralStudiesBreeze_SQ.ppt

         The Adobe Presenter Presentation:

http://alliance.la.asu.edu/temporary/generalstudies/PublishGenStudies_SQ/index.htm
6. New Business

Barbara Lafford discussed the tentative amendments for the Cultural Diversity checksheet with the GSC.  Upon review, and after a discussion with the GSC, Barbara will amend the checksheet as suggested by council members.  The amended checksheet will be resubmitted to the GSC for review and approval.
Jeff Ricker gave an overview regarding his request for GSC consideration of one additional representative from MCCCD.  After discussion, Matt Isom GSC Interim Chair, suggested that we can support the request for one additional MCCCD representative, but cannot mandate the additional member on the GSC.
The GSC ByLaws can be revised to reflect the word representative(s) should the need arise in the future.

7.    Adjournment


The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.


Submitted by Phyllis Lucie
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