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Course Description

SGS 305 Research Methods

This course is designed to provide a broad introduction to social science research methods and design,
particularly the social science methods used to analyze global problems. Consideration is given to both
quantitative and qualitative approaches to research, and no prior knowledge of methodology or
statistics is expected or assumed. There are no requirements or prerequisites for this course. The course
serves as a required course for all Global Studies majors, regardless of their topical track.



Arizona State University Criteria Checklist for

LITERACY AND CRITICAL INQUIRY - [L]

Rationale and Objectives

Literacy is here defined broadly as communicative competence in written and oral discourse. Critical
inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Any field of university study
may require unique critical skills which have little to do with language in the usual sense (words), but the
analysis of spoken and written evidence pervades university study and everyday life. Thus, the General
Studies requirements assume that all undergraduates should develop the ability to reason critically and
communicate using the medium of language.

The requirement in Literacy and Critical Inquiry presumes, first, that training in literacy and critical inquiry
must be sustained beyond traditional First Year English in order to create a habitual skill in every student;
and, second, that the skills become more expert, as well as more secure, as the student learns challenging
subject matter. Thus, the Literacy and Critical Inquiry requirement stipulates two courses beyond First

Year English.

Most lower-level [L] courses are devoted primarily to the further development of critical skills in reading,
writing, listening, speaking, or analysis of discourse. Upper-division [L] courses generally are courses in a
particular discipline into which writing and critical thinking have been fully integrated as means of learning
the content and, in most cases, demonstrating that it has been learned.

Students must complete six credit hours from courses designated as [L], at least three credit hours of which
must be chosen from approved upper-division courses, preferably in their major. Students must have
completed ENG 101, 107, or 105 to take an [L] course.

Notes:

1.  ENG 101, 107 or ENG 105 must be prerequisites

2.  Honors theses, XXX 493 meet [L] requirements

3.  The list of criteria that must be satisfied for designation as a Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L] course
is presented on the following page. This list will help you determine whether the current version of
your course meets all of these requirements. If you decide to apply, please attach a current syllabus,
or handouts, or other documentation that will provide sufficient information for the General Studies
Council to make an informed decision regarding the status of your proposal.



Literacy and Critical Inquiry [L]
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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

'ASU - [L] CRITERIA

| TO QUALIFY FR [L] DESIGNATION,THE COURSE DESIGN MUST PLACE A
MAJOR EMPHASIS ON COMPLETING CRITICAL DISCOURSE--AS EVIDENCED BY

Identify
Documentation
Submitted

CRITERION 1: At least 50 percent of the grade in the course
should depend upon writing, including prepared essays, speeches,

@ I::I or in-class essay examinations. Group projects are acceptable
I only if each student gathers, interprets, and evaluates evidence,

and prepares a summary report
1. Please describe the assignments that are considered in the computation of course grades--and indicate
the proportion of the final grade that is determined by each assignment.

Research design paper =25%
Research design outline = 5%
(3) Research exercises = 30% total

2. Also:

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information

nec-1m,

E I:I CRITERION 2: The composition tasks involve the gathering,
interpretation, and evaluation of evidence

1. Please describe the way(s) in which this criterion is addressed in the course design

The purpose of the class is to develop reading, discussion and research skills of the student. The
objectives of the course are to understand competing approaches to research design and methods and
their philosophical differences; to become familiar with research methodologies, including
interviewing, survey design field observation, comparative research and case studies; and to facilitate
students in making informed choices over research design and methodological choices. The final
paper must have at least 10 scholarly sources. The focus of the paper is to flesh out the student’s
interest or project which will be used as prospective senior thesis, honors thesis, or summer research

proposal.
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ASU - [L] CRITERIA

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information

“C-2".

Cc-2

CRITERION 3: The syllabus should include a minimum of

E D two substantial writing or speaking tasks, other than or in
addition to in-class essay exams
1. Please provide relatively detailed descriptions of two or more substantial writing or speaking tasks

that are included in the course requirements

The research paper is preceded by a 1-2 pg outline and sample bibliography, the exams may have
writing components, and there are 3 writing exercises related to survey research, interviews, and
field observations. The exercises involve the student by practicing research method through
interactions with people they are regularly in contact with. Students conduct an interview, survey
and participant observation and then write their results and analysis of the advantages and

disadvantages of each method.

2. Also:

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information
"e-3", : :

C3

Identify
‘Documentat]
Submitted

CRITERION 4: These substantial writing or speaking
assignments should be arranged so that the students will get
[Z |:| timely feedback from the instructor on each assignment in time to
help them do better on subsequent assignments. /ntervention at
earlier stages in the writing process is especially welcomed
1. Please describe the sequence of course assignments--and the nature of the feedback the current (or
most recent) course instructor provides to help students do better on subsequent assignments

The instructor provides feedback on the research outline and bibliography to ensure the final paper will
be acceptable. The instructor provides office hours to work directly with students to flesh out research
strategies; There is a supplemental Blackboard site that will contain announcements, extra class notes
and power point presentations, and handouts /readings.

2. Also:

Please circle, underline, or otherwise mark the information presented in
the most recent course syllabus (or other material you have submitted) that
verifies this description of the grading process--and label this information
neo4n, : ;
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From: Jennifer Gordon

Sent:  Tuesday, August 19, 2008 11:49 AM
To: Lois Von Halle

Subject: FW: signature

From: Michael Hechter

Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2008 11:34 AM
To: Jennifer Gordon

Subject: Re: signature

Sign for me.

From: Jennifer Gordon
To: Michael Hechter; Lois Von Halle

Sent: Tue Aug 19 11:14:13 2008
Subject: signature

Hello Michael,

The proposals for the Literacy and Critical Inquiry general studies code for both Research Methods and
Mechanisms of Governance are complete, except for your signature.

Do we have your permission to sign in your stead, or should we await your arrival next week. The forms
need to be in the hands of the College by Aug 26 in order to be processed in the next curriculum review.

Thanks,

Jevwnifer Govdon, M.A.
Academic Specialist, School of Global Studies
Phone: 480-727-3118; Fax: 480-727-8292
jennifer.gordon@asu.edu

Mail: PO Box 875102, Tempe, AZ 85287-5102

Building: West Hall, Rm 140, 1000 S Cady Mall

8/19/2008



S8chool of Global Studies

SGS 394 F -- Research Methods
Fall 06

Course Description

This course is designed to provide a broad introduction to social
science research methods and design, particularly the social science
methods used to analyze global problems. Consideration is given to
both quantitative and qualitative approaches to research, and no
prior knowledge of methodology or statistics is expected or assumed.
There are no requirements or prerequisites for this course. The
course serves as a required course for all Global Studies majors,
regardless of their topical track.

The course differs from other courses on research design in that it
is decidedly interdisciplinary in nature (drawing on literature from
nearly all branches of the social sciences: anthropology, political
science, sociology, geography) and it consciously addresses the
unigue nature of social science research within global studies.
Through the use of case study material in addition to literature on
the methods themselves, students will be able to understand more
deeply both the social science and the policy issues often being
discussed on the global stage. We will in particular pay attention to
questions of 'how do we know what we know about the globe'? That is,
what is the role of a researcher and the role of social science in’
helping to assess and understand complicated global issues?

Two assertions are considered throughout the class. The first
assertion is that some of the most important questions facing global
studies have such complex answers that traditional "Popperian" or
positivist scientific approaches have difficulty being applied.
Recent trends aimed at giving primacy to quantitative methods have
exacerbated these difficulties, with the result that the big and
really important questions are rarely posed, let alone answered. A
second, and slightly opposing view, is that the growing nature of



some of the global crises facing the world have led to frantic
'policy prescription' initiatives designed to address the problem,
despite little or no evidence that such designs will actually
accomplish their goals, or whether they may actually have perverse
effects. According to this reasoning, scholars need to undertake
more dispassionate, rigorous analysis to understand better what the
causes of the problem really are, and better analyze potential
effects of proposed policy alternatives. We seek to understand the
validity of both claims, and if accurate, what their direct and
indirect effects might be in shaping our choices over research
designs and methods.

Objectives: The course has three objectives.

e To understand competing approaches to research design and
methods, and their philosophical differences.

e To get better acquainted with specific research methodologies,
including in person interviews, survey design, field
observation, comparative research, and case studies.

e To facilitate studentes in making informed choices over research
design and methodological choices for the questions they seek to
answer, and to judge and evaluate the quality of others’
projects and methodologies.

Required Reading
There are two required texts for the course. Please make sure
you have the right edition of the textbooks. The texts are:

Babbie, E {2003). The Practice of Social Research. 10th Ed. Belmont
Ca, Wadsworth.

Booth, WC, et al.(2003). The Craft of Research. 2* Edition. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press.

There will also be supplemental readings that will be available on
-the class Blackboard site. Students are responsible for accessing
and reading these supplemental articles,

Requirements & Grading

This course will serve as a vehicle to emphasize reading skills,
discussion skills,land research skills of the student. There will
be a fairly intense amount of reading spread throughout the
semester, as well as extensive writing. Please budget your time for
homework that you can devote the necessary time to staying up to
date with the readings. Students are expected to do all of the
required readings for the assigned dates and to be prepared to
discuss them in class. I reserve the right to call on any student in



class: please be prepared! Pop quizzes may be given at any time
throughout the semester, particularly if I feel discussion is

suffering from a lack of preparation.

Other written work and their points are listed in the table below.
Dates and details will be finalized throughout the course. Please
discuss with me if any assignment or due date is unclear. -

Grades
There are 100 points that are possible to achieve in the work in

this class. I will grade according to the following scale.
(According to university policy, C- and D+ are not available.)
Cutoffs are firm, especially the use of pluses and minuses

Grading Scale
A 90 - 100

A- 89
B+ 88
B 80 - 87
B- 79
C+ 78
c 70 - 77
D .60 - 69
E - 59

There are no opportunities for extra credit. The points you
will be graded on in the «class include the following

agsignments:

- zf’ff/f‘#._:::==ﬁﬁﬂx“l;ﬂ

Asszgnmant it Pbiptsi - Due Date
- Sk :____ ; {100?.._ __._ “'_i :_:
. ' C e N rhe
Draft outline of research design 5 \\ Seg%?aﬁfrlnﬁzﬂkmmk\
paper
Midterm exam 10 |\ ogt 5
Practice exercises 30 (1 gﬁi 19, Nov 2, Nov
' each) /6 in class C-"’
Final research design paper 25 iec. 7, in hardcopy
n instructor’s
&ffice by S5pm /
Final Exam 20 // ﬂic 12 12:20-2:{3/
P
Attendance/Participation/Discussion | 10 AlY semester
\Qpay include pop guizzes) /// Ek\\k ////
o



