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Proposer: Please complete the following section and attach appropriate documentation.

1. Emphasize the study

of values, of the development of
philosophies, religions, ethics or belief systems, and/or aesthetic
ien

see "Course
Description" in
syllabus

3.

Concerns the comprehension and interpretation/analysis of
material objects, images and spaces, and/or their historical
development.




Humanities and Fine Arts [HU]
Page 3

Course Prefix Number

Title

Designation

REL 394

Introduction to Jewish Philosophy

Explain in detail which student activities correspond to the specific designation criteria.
Please use the following organizer to explain how the criteria are being met.

study of valués, of the development
of philosophies, religions, belief
systems

Topics for sessions include
conceptions of God, Torah, Israel,
ethics, creation, revelation, and
divine providence in ancient,
medieval, and modern Jewish
philosophy

See '.'.syllabus" and "Sessions

.. Topics"

comprehension and interpretation
analysis of written texts and
historical development, as well as
deepened awareness of the analysis
of literature

All topics listed above discussed
through assigned readings about
primary texts in secondary texts
that emphasize thought within its
historical context. Texts studied

inciude Bible, Maimonides' Guide

of the Perplexed, and Franz
Rosenzweig's Star of Redemption

See "syllabus" and the lists of
"required reading" and
"recommended texts"

development of human thought
with analysis of philosophical and
religious systems of thought

All sessions deal with this, viz.
major thought in western traditions
of ancient, medieval, 4and modern
philosophy. Sce response to #1
above.

See "Session 1., Topic" in
"Course Description” in
"Syllabus"
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INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH PHILOSOPHY
REL & PHIL 394 33339

Fali, 2007
W 5:40-8:30 PM, BYAC 110
Instructor: Norbert M. Samuelson
ECA 363 480-650-8035 <norbert. samuelson@asu.edu>
Office Hours: TT 10:30-11:30 am, Wed 8:30-9:30 pm

Distribution Area: General Studies, Knowledge & Skills Goals of the Course
K1, K2, K3, S1, 82

Required Reading: See second page.

Course Description
This course is a general survey of the history of Jewish philosophy, from its origins in
the Hebrew Scriptures and early rabbinic Hterature to its postmodern expressions after Franz
Rosenzweig's Star of Redemption.
Related goals for Religious Studies undergraduate majors: K1, K2, K3, 51, 52

Requirements and Grading

A schedule is given below of the topics that will be covered in class and the required readings
for that week of class sessions. The lectures presuppose that the students have read the material
in advance. Three take-home essay exams and three in class, closed book quizzes will be given.
Each essay is worth a maximum of 20 poinis (20% of the grade) and each quiz is worth a
maximum of 10 points (10%).

Session Topic (Chpt assignments in Samuelson)

Unit I The Origins: The Hebrew Scriptures and Early Rabbinic Literature
1. (8/23) What the Bible is and how il was created (1-3)
2. (8/30) God, Torah and Israel (4-7)
3.(9/6) What are Mishnah, Midrash, Talmud, and how they were created (8-9)
4, (9/13) God and Torah (10-11)
5. {9/20) Israel and ethics (12-13)

(9/27) Quiz #1; Essay #1 due

Unit II Classical Jewish Philosophy
6.(9/27) Jewish intellectual history: from Philo through Maimonides (14-15)
7.(10/4) Maimonides on God and the Bible (16-17)
8. (10/11) Maimonides on creation and revelation (18)
9. (10/18) Maimonides on divine providence and the reasons for the commandments (19-20)
10.(10/25)  The critique of Maimonides: Gersonides and Crescas (21-22)
(11/1) Quiz #2; Essay #2 due

Unit ITT Modern Jewish Philosophy
11. (11/1) Baruch Spinoza (23-24)
12.{(11/8) Hermarnn Cohen and Martin Buber (25-26)
13.(11/15) Franz Rosenzweig (27-29)
14. (11/22)  Jewish Philosophy after Rosenzweig (30))
15. (11/29) Quiz #3; BEssay #3 due



Required Text
Samuelson, Norbert M. Jewish Philosophy,An Historical Introduction. London: Continuum Press, 2003.

(“Samuelson”  ISBN 0826461417

Recommended Texts

Levenson, Alan. An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thinkers: From Spinoza to Soloveitchik. Blue Ridge
Summit, PA: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006. ISBN 0-7425-4607-1

Seltzer, Robert M. Jewish Peaple, Jewish Thought: The Jewish Experience in History. NY, Macmillan,
1980. ISBN 0024089508

Holtz, Barry W. Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish Texts. New York: Summit Books,
1984. ISBN 0671454676

Frank, Daniel H. and Leaman, Oliver (eds.). History of Jewish Philosophy. The Routledge History
of World Philosophies, Vol. IL. London and New York: Routledge, 1997.

Frank, Daniel H., Leaman, Oliver, & Manekin, Charles H. (eds). Jewish Philosophy Reader, The.
New York: Routledge, 2000. ISBN 0415080649

Husik, Isaac. History of Medineval Jewish Philosophy, A. Preface by Steven Harvey. Mineola, NY:
Dover Publications, 2002, ISBN 1402185278

Withdrawals, and Incompletes

http:/fwww.asu.edu/aad/catalogs/ general/ug-enrollment htmi#grading-system

Academic Dishonesty
The Department of Religious Studies abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: “Student Academic Integrity Policy.”

See: http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial/integrigg.html

Department of Religious Studies
Main Office - ECA 377

(480) 965-7145

UG Advisor:

ECA 365 (480)965-0642




INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH PHILOSOPHY
REL & PHIL 394 35359

Fall, 2007
Instructor: Norbert M. Samuelson

Required Reading: See second page.

Required Text
Samuelson, Norbert M. Jewish Philosophy,An Historical Introduction. London: Continuum Press, 2003.

{“Samuelson”) ISBN 0826461417

Recommended Texts

Levenson, Alan. An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thinkers: From Spinoza to Soloveitchik. Blue Ridge
Summit, PA: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006. ISBN 0-7425-4607-1

Seltzer, Robert M. Jewish People, Jewish Thought: The Jewish Experience in History. NY, Macmillan,
1980. ISBN 0024089508

Holtz, Barry W. Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish Texts., New York: Summit Books,
1984. ISBN 0671454676

Frank, Daniel H. and Leaman, Oliver (eds.). History of Jewish Philosoply. The Routledge History
of World Philosophies, Vol. II. London and New York: Routledge, 1997.

Frank, Daniel H., Leaman, Oliver, & Manekin, Charles H. (eds). Jewish Philosophy Reader, The.
New York: Routledge, 2000. ISBN 0415080649

Husik, Isaac. History of Mediaeval Jewish Philosophy, A. Preface by Steven Harvey. Mineola, NY:
Dover Publications, 2002. 1SBN 1402185278




