








 

 



 

 



 

 



 



Native American Stories Pathfinder  
A pathfinder is a guide for researchers. Pathfinders have been used in libraries for many years to save 
researchers time, and to help them avoid frustrating dead ends. The goal of this pathfinder Is to assist 
you in locating stories for "The Art of Storytelling" class. 
 
Native American Stories - Introduction, and Scope: This pathfinder will help you find 
Native American folk tales, myths and legends.  Included within this guide are references to both print 
and online resources. While this pathfinder aims to include references to multiple tribes, It Is not 
meant to be comprehensive.   The goal Instead is to give you tools that will help you get started. If you 
are unable to find what you need here, please speak to a librarian at the SMCC library (or any In the 
Phoenix Public Library system). 
General Advice for Researchers: When looking for a folktale, myth or legend, It's Important to 
use only authoritative sources. An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because its 
authority or authenticity is widely recognized by experts in the field. Libraries specialize in collecting 
these types of resources so that students and faculty have the tools they need to research effectively. 
Using Google (and other search engines on the Web) for research is risky. Free internet resources are 
sometimes authoritative (especially if they are offered by government agencies or academic 
institutions), but usually are not. Wikipedia, for example, is not authoritative because there is no way 
to verify authorship and anyone can edit an entry at any time. The resources listed in this pathfinder 
are believed to be authoritative and appropriate for academic work. 
In addition, some authors and publishers use the word legend for stories that are actually folktales. 
Remember, legends are stories that are believed to have factual elements in them (for example, one 
of the characters really lived or the location exists).  If the story you are analyzing does not fit that 
criteria, be sure to label it as a folk tale. 
Finally, it is important not to select a story that is literary (that is, one that has been written by a 
particular author.  Folk tales, fairy tales, legends and myths are retellings of traditional stories that 
have been shared orally for many generations.  Disney or other commercial adaptations does not 
qualify as an accurate telling of these tales and may not be used in this class. 
Dewey/Library of Congress Numbers: Library Collections:  
Libraries classify their books using either the Dewey Decimal System or the Library of Congress 
Classification System.  Dewey is often used in public libraries (especially children’s collections). The 
Library of Congress’ system is used in academic and larger public libraries. The Phoenix Public Library 
(and its branches) categorizes books using both systems. The following categories will contain books 
on folktales and mythology: 
398.2 Folklore by ethnic group (Dewey) 
E75-99 Indians of North America (Library of Congress) 
 
Books: Native American stories are found in both children and adult learner books.  Adult books 
may focus on folktale or mythological analysis or provide compilations of stories.   



 
Children’s books can also be compilations of stories or picture books with only one story included.  
The author of these books may be scholars, folklorists or storytellers.  For children’s books, look for 
books that are said to be “retold” by the author.  The benefit of selecting a children’s book, is that the 
illustrations can help you bring life to your story. 
 

  
 
With a library card you can access both print and ebooks 
(https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary) at SMCC and the Phoenix Public Library.  
 
Subject Directories on the Internet: Subject directories contain multiple websites on 
particular topic.  These are created and maintained by human editors who review and select sites for 
inclusion. Some of the directories listed below contain stories from many different cultures.  Use the 
search box at the website to locate Native American stories.  
 

•  “Folklore and Mythology” by D.L. Ashliman, University of Pittsburgh, 1996-2019.  
(https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html) 

•  “Native American Fairy Tales, Folk Tales and Fables” at the “Fairytalez/com” website. Read 
Native American folk tales from North, Central and South America in collections from Zitkala-
Sa, Cornelius Matthews, Cyrus MacMillan and more. (https://fairytalez.com/region/native-
american/)  

• “Native American Folktales” at the “World of Tales.” Organized by region. 
(https://www.worldoftales.com/Native_American_folktales.html)  

 
Specific Web Sites:  



 
Mythology: The Native American tribes do not share a single, unified body of mythology. Different 
tribal groups each developed their own stories about the world’s creation, the place of humans in the 
world, and their deities. Many of these are pour quoi tales. 
 

• “Indian Mythology: Stories, Tales and Legends”  (http://www.indianmythology.org).  Arranged 
by tribe. 

• “Native American Myths” at the “American Folklore” website. 
(https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/native-american-myths/)  

• “Native American Myths and Legends,” 
(https://www.gusd.net/cms/lib/CA01000648/Centricity/Domain/2027/AmericanIndianMythsA
ndLegends.pdf ) 

•  “Native American Mythology” at the “Myths and Legends” website. 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Mi-Ni/Native-American-Mythology.html)  

• “Native American Religions” at the “Internet Sacred Text Archive” (https://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/index.htm).  Arranged by geographical area.  Includes some texts in the public 
domain. Discusses problems locating authoritative sources. 

 
Folktales: 
 

•  “Native American Indian Legends and Folklore” at the “Native Languages of the Americas” 
website.  Stories are indexed by tribe. (http://www.native-languages.org/legends.htm) 
  

 
Keywords/Phrases/Subject Headings: The following search terms can be used to locate 
information in library catalogs (https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/), online databases and 
Internet directories.  Searching Google alone provides too many resources for a student’s needs.  
Many of these are not issued by authoritative sites and may provide literary interpretations of 
folktales, rather than the tales themselves. 
 
“Native American” AND folktales 
“Native American” AND “folk tales” 
“Native American” AND myth 
 
You can also search by the tribe’s name (for example, Apache AND folktales).  The word Indian is still 
used in some works.  
 
Bibliographic Citation: In your story summary analysis you must include bibliographic 
information for each story. The “Purdue Online Writing Lab” 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla
_formatting_and_style_guide.html) can assist you in understanding the elements needed to MLA 
reference a book, story within a book or an online website.  
 
Additional Advice to Researchers: The information given in this pathfinder will help you find 



stories to analyze and ones to tell. As you make these selections, be sure to focus on the stories that 
come from authoritative books and Internet sites. Although guidance is given here to assist you in 
making that determination, ultimately the goal of learning critical thinking skills is to be able to make 
to ascertain this for yourself. 
 
 
  



Latin or Latin American Stories Pathfinder   
A pathfinder is a guide for researchers. Pathfinders have been used in libraries for many years 
to save researchers time, and to help them avoid frustrating dead ends. The goal of this 
pathfinder Is to assist you in locating stories for "The Art of Storytelling" class. 
 
Latin or Latin American Stories - Introduction, and Scope: This pathfinder will help you find 
Latin or Latin American folk tales, myths and legends.  Included within this guide are 
references to both print and online resources. While this pathfinder aims to include references 
to multiple areas, it is not meant to be comprehensive.   The goal instead is to give you tools 
that will help you get started. If you are unable to find what you need here, please speak to a 
librarian at the SMCC library (or any In the Phoenix Public Library system). 
General Advice for Researchers: When looking for a folktale, myth or legend, It's Important to 
use only authoritative sources. An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because 
its authority or authenticity is widely recognized by experts in the field. Libraries specialize in 
collecting these types of resources so that students and faculty have the tools they need to 
research effectively. Using Google (and other search engines on the Web) for research is risky. 
Free internet resources are sometimes authoritative (especially if they are offered by 
government agencies or academic institutions), but usually are not. Wikipedia, for example, is 
not authoritative because there is no way to verify authorship and anyone can edit an entry at 
any time. The resources listed in this pathfinder are believed to be authoritative and 
appropriate for academic work. 
In addition, some authors and publishers use the word “legend” for stories that are actually 
folktales. Remember, legends are stories that are believed to have factual elements in them 
(for example, one of the characters really lived or the location exists).  If the story you are 
analyzing does not fit that criteria, be sure to label it as a folk tale. 
Finally, it is important not to select a story that is literary (that is, one that has been written by 
a particular author).  Folk tales, fairy tales, legends and myths are retellings of traditional 
stories that have been shared orally for many generations.  Disney or other commercial 
adaptations does not qualify as an accurate telling of these tales and may not be used in this 
class. 
Dewey/Library of Congress Numbers: Library Collections:  
Libraries classify their books using either the Dewey Decimal System or the Library of Congress 
Classification System.  Dewey is often used in public libraries (especially children’s collections). 
The Library of Congress’ system is used in academic and larger public libraries. The Phoenix 
Public Library (and its branches) categorizes books using both systems. The following 
categories will contain books on folktales and mythology: 
398.2 - Folklore by ethnic group (Dewey) 
GR 72-79 - Latin (Latin American/ Mexican) (Library of Congress) 
 
Books: Latin or Latin American stories are found in both children and adult learner books.  
Adult books may focus on folktale or mythological analysis or provide compilations of stories.   



 
Children’s books can also be compilations of stories or picture books with only one story 
included.  The author of these books may be scholars, folklorists or storytellers.  For children’s 
books, look for books that are said to be “retold” by the author.  The benefit of selecting a 
children’s book, is that the illustrations can help you bring life to your story. 
 

  
 
With a library card you can access both print and eBooks 
(https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary) at SMCC and the Phoenix Public 
Library.  
 
Subject Directories on the Internet: Subject directories contain multiple websites on particular 
topic.  These are created and maintained by human editors who review and select sites for 
inclusion. Some of the directories listed below contain stories from many different cultures.  
Use the search box at the website to locate Native American stories.  
 

•  “Folklore and Mythology” by D.L. Ashliman, University of Pittsburgh, 1996-2019.  
(https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html) 

•  “South American Folktales” at the “World of Tales.com” website.  



(https://www.worldoftales.com/South_American_folktales.html) 
• “South American Folklore” at “American Folklore.net” website. 

(https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/2010/07/south_american_folklore.html) 
 

Specific Web Sites:  
 
Mythology: The people living throughout the world each developed their own stories about 
the world’s creation, the place of humans in the world, and their deities. Many of these are 
pour quoi tales. 
 

• “Aztec Creation Story” at the “Aztec-history.com” website. (http://www.aztec-
history.com/aztec-creation-story.html) 

• “Aztec Mythology” by Lorna Dils: 
(http://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1994/3/94.03.03.x.html)  

• “Creation of the Moon” (Aztec mythology): 
(https://www.mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/stories/creation-of-the-moon) 

• “Legend of the Sun and the Moon” (Mexican mythology) 
(https://www.asiesmimexico.mx/en/state-of-mexico/legends/legend-sun-and-moon/). 
Although this is called a “legend,” it is truly a myth. 

• “Mayan Mythology” at the “Myths and Legends” website: 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Le-Me/Mayan-Mythology.html)  

• “Mexican Mythology” at the “Myths and Legends” website. 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Le-Me/Mexican-Mythology.html)  

• “The Myths of Mexico and Peru,” by Lewis Spence: (https://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/mmp/mmp06.htm) 

 
 
Folktales: 
 

• “Argentinian Folktales” at the “Latin Folktales” website:  
(https://latinfolktales.wordpress.com/category/argentinian-folk-tales/). Blog posts 
record folk tales. 

•  “Brazilian Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables” at the “Fairytalez.com” website : 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/brazilian/). (Collected from authors Elsie Spicer Eells and 
Andrew Lang). 

• “Caribbean Folklore – Folktales”: (https://river-stories.com/caribbean-folklore/)  
• “Chilean Folktales” at the “Latin Folktales” website: 

(https://latinfolktales.wordpress.com/category/chilean-folktales/) 
•  “Latin American Folklore” at the “American Folklore.net” website: 

(https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/latin-american-folklore/)  



• “Latin Folktales”: (https://latinfolktales.wordpress.com/tag/the-rabbit-in-the-moon/).  
Blog posts record folk tales. 

• “Legend of Chocolate” (in Spanish): (https://www.inside-mexico.com/la-leyenda-del-
cacao/)  

• “Legend of Xunaan & The Young Warrior,” a Mayan Folktale: (https://www.inside-
mexico.com/the-legend-of-xunaan-the-young-warrior/#)  

• “The Magic of this World, a Chilean Folktale”: 
(https://www.recordonline.com/article/20101129/LIFE/11290306) 

•  “Mexican Folktales” at the “American Folklore.net” website: 
https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/mexican-folklore/ 

• “Peruvian Folktales” at the “Latin Folktales” website: 
(https://latinfolktales.wordpress.com/category/peruvian-folk-tales/) 

• “Puerto Rican Folktales” by Doris M. Vazquez: 
(http://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1993/2/93.02.12.x.html)  

• “Why the Moon is Free” (Mexican): (http://www.wheelcouncil.org/stories/why-the-
moon-is-free/) 

 
Keywords/Phrases/Subject Headings: The following search terms can be used to locate 
information in library catalogs (https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/), online databases and 
Internet directories.  Searching Google alone provides too many resources for a student’s 
needs.  Many of these are not issued by authoritative sites and may provide literary 
interpretations of folktales, rather than the tales themselves. 
 
“Mexican” AND folktales 
“Cuban” AND “folk tales” 
“Aztec” AND myth 
 
Bibliographic Citation: In your story summary analysis you must include bibliographic 
information for each story. The “Purdue Online Writing Lab” 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_gui
de/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html) can assist you in understanding the elements 
needed to MLA reference a book, story within a book or an online website.  
 
Additional Advice to Researchers: The information given in this pathfinder will help you find 
stories to analyze and ones to tell. As you make these selections, be sure to focus on the 
stories that come from authoritative books and Internet sites. Although guidance is given here 
to assist you in making that determination, ultimately the goal of learning critical thinking skills 
is to be able to make to ascertain this for yourself. 
  
  



African or African-American Story Pathfinder 
A pathfinder is a guide for researchers. Pathfinders have been used in libraries for many years 
to save researchers time, and to help them avoid frustrating dead ends. The goal of this 
pathfinder Is to assist you in locating stories for "The Art of Storytelling" class. 
 
African or African American Stories - Introduction, and Scope: This pathfinder will help you 
find African or African American folk tales, myths and legends.  Included within this guide are 
references to both print and online resources. While this pathfinder aims to include references 
to multiple areas, it is not meant to be comprehensive.   The goal instead is to give you tools 
that will help you get started. If you are unable to find what you need here, please speak to a 
librarian at the SMCC library (or any In the Phoenix Public Library system). 
General Advice for Researchers: When looking for a folktale, myth or legend, It's Important to 
use only authoritative sources. An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because 
its authority or authenticity is widely recognized by experts in the field. Libraries specialize in 
collecting these types of resources so that students and faculty have the tools they need to 
research effectively. Using Google (and other search engines on the Web) for research is risky. 
Free internet resources are sometimes authoritative (especially if they are offered by 
government agencies or academic institutions), but usually are not. Wikipedia, for example, is 
not authoritative because there is no way to verify authorship and anyone can edit an entry at 
any time. The resources listed in this pathfinder are believed to be authoritative and 
appropriate for academic work. 
In addition, some authors and publishers use the word “legend” for stories that are actually 
folktales. Remember, legends are stories that are believed to have factual elements in them 
(for example, one of the characters really lived or the location exists).  If the story you are 
analyzing does not fit that criteria, be sure to label it as a folk tale. 
Finally, it is important not to select a story that is literary (that is, one that has been written by 
a particular author).  Folk tales, fairy tales, legends and myths are retellings of traditional 
stories that have been shared orally for many generations.  Disney or other commercial 
adaptations does not qualify as an accurate telling of these tales and may not be used in this 
class. 
Dewey/Library of Congress Numbers: Library Collections:  
Libraries classify their books using either the Dewey Decimal System or the Library of Congress 
Classification System.  Dewey is often used in public libraries (especially children’s collections). 
The Library of Congress’ system is used in academic and larger public libraries. The Phoenix 
Public Library (and its branches) categorizes books using both systems. The following 
categories will contain books on folktales and mythology: 
398.2 - Folklore by ethnic group (Dewey) 
GR 72-79 – Folk literature general (Library of Congress) 
 
Books: African or African American stories are found in both children and adult learner books.  
Adult books may focus on folktale or mythological analysis or provide compilations of stories.   



 
Children’s books can also be compilations of stories or picture books with only one story 
included.  The author of these books may be scholars, folklorists or storytellers.  For children’s 
books, look for books that are said to be “retold” by the author.  The benefit of selecting a 
children’s book, is that the illustrations can help you bring life to your story. 
 

 
 
With a library card you can access both print and eBooks 
(https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary) at SMCC and the Phoenix Public 
Library.  
 
Subject Directories on the Internet: Subject directories contain multiple websites on particular 
topic.  These are created and maintained by human editors who review and select sites for 
inclusion. Some of the directories listed below contain stories from many different cultures.  
Use the search box at the website to locate specific stories.  
 



•  “Folklore and Mythology” by D.L. Ashliman, University of Pittsburgh at 
(https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/ashliman.html) ;  

•  “African Folktales” at the “World of Tales.com” website.  
(https://www.worldoftales.com/African_folktales.html ); 

• “African American Folklore” at “American Folklore.net” website; 
https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/africanamerican-folklore/ ). 

 
Specific Web Sites:  
 
Mythology: The people living throughout the world each developed their own stories about 
the world’s creation, the place of humans in the world, and their deities. Many of these are 
pour quoi tales. 
 

• “African  Fables, Folktales and Myths” at the “Gateway Africa” website: 
(http://www.gateway-africa.com/stories/ ); 

• “African Mythology” at the “Myth Encyclopedia” website: 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/A-Am/African-Mythology.html);   

• “African Myths and What They Teach” by Roberta Mazzucco at the Teachers Institute at 
Yale University  website: 
(https://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1998/2/98.02.03/4 ); 

• “Ancient Egypt Mythology” at website: (http://www.egyptianmyths.net/);  
• “Ancient Egyptian Mythology” at the “Ancient History Encyclopedia” website: 

(https://www.ancient.eu/Egyptian_Mythology/ ); 
• “Internet Sacred Text Archive” website: (http://www.sacred-texts.com/ ).  For African and 

Egyptian myths. 
• “South African Star Myths” at the Royal Museum Greenwich website: 

(https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/south-african-star-myths). 
 
Folktales: 
 

• “African  Fairytales, Folktales and Fables” at “Fairytalez.com” website: 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/african/ ); 

• “The Calabash Kids: A Tale of Tanzania” told by Aaron Shepard: 
(http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/024.html ); 

• “Egyptian Fairytales” at “Fairytalez.com” website: 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/egyptian/ ); 

• “Nigerian Fairytales, Folktales and Fables” at “Fairytalez.com” website: 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/nigerian/ );  

• “Nigerian Folktales” at “World of Tales.com” website: 
(https://www.worldoftales.com/Nigerian_folktales.html );  

• “South African Fairytales, Folktales and Fables” at “Fairytalez.com” website: 



(https://fairytalez.com/region/south-african/ ); 
• “South African Folktales” at “World of Tales.com” website: 

(https://www.worldoftales.com/South_African_folktales.html ); 
• “South African Folktales” by James Honey at “Surlalunefairytales.com” website: 

(http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/books/africa/honey.html ); 
• “Tanzanian Folktales,” at “World of Tales” website: 

(https://www.worldoftales.com/Tanzanian_folktales.html ); 
• “West African Folktales” by William Barker and Cecila Sinclair at “Surlalunefairytales.com” 

website: 
(http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/books/africa/barker/howwegotspidertales.html ); 

• “Zanzibar Tales” at “Fairytalez.com” website: (https://fairytalez.com/author/zanzibar-
tales/ ). 

Keywords/Phrases/Subject Headings: The following search terms can be used to locate 
information in library catalogs (https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/), online databases and 
Internet directories.  Searching Google alone provides too many resources for a student’s 
needs.  Many of these are not issued by authoritative sites and may provide literary 
interpretations of folktales, rather than the tales themselves. 
 
“South African” AND folktales 
Egypt AND “folk tales” 
Nigerian AND myth 
 
Bibliographic Citation: In your story summary analysis you must include bibliographic 
information for each story. The “Purdue Online Writing Lab” 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_gui
de/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html) can assist you in understanding the elements 
needed to MLA reference a book, story within a book or an online website.  
 
Additional Advice to Researchers: The information given in this pathfinder will help you find 
stories to analyze and ones to tell. As you make these selections, be sure to focus on the 
stories that come from authoritative books and Internet sites. Although guidance is given here 
to assist you in making that determination, ultimately the goal of learning critical thinking skills 
is to be able to make to ascertain this for yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 
Asian or Asian American Stories Pathfinder   
A pathfinder is a guide for researchers. Pathfinders have been used in libraries for many years 
to save researchers time, and to help them avoid frustrating dead ends. The goal of this 



pathfinder Is to assist you in locating stories for "The Art of Storytelling" class. 
 
Asian or Asian American Stories - Introduction, and Scope: This pathfinder will help you find 
Asian or Asian American folk tales, myths and legends.  Included within this guide are 
references to both print and online resources. While this pathfinder aims to include references 
to multiple areas, it is not meant to be comprehensive.   The goal instead is to give you tools 
that will help you get started. If you are unable to find what you need here, please speak to a 
librarian at the SMCC library (or any In the Phoenix Public Library system). 
General Advice for Researchers: When looking for a folktale, myth or legend, It's Important to 
use only authoritative sources. An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because 
its authority or authenticity is widely recognized by experts in the field. Libraries specialize in 
collecting these types of resources so that students and faculty have the tools they need to 
research effectively. Using Google (and other search engines on the Web) for research is risky. 
Free internet resources are sometimes authoritative (especially if they are offered by 
government agencies or academic institutions), but usually are not. Wikipedia, for example, is 
not authoritative because there is no way to verify authorship and anyone can edit an entry at 
any time. The resources listed in this pathfinder are believed to be authoritative and 
appropriate for academic work. 
In addition, some authors and publishers use the word “legend” for stories that are actually 
folktales. Remember, legends are stories that are believed to have factual elements in them 
(for example, one of the characters really lived or the location exists).  If the story you are 
analyzing does not fit that criteria, be sure to label it as a folk tale. 
Finally, it is important not to select a story that is literary (that is, one that has been written by 
a particular author).  Folk tales, fairy tales, legends and myths are retellings of traditional 
stories that have been shared orally for many generations.  Disney or other commercial 
adaptations does not qualify as an accurate telling of these tales and may not be used in this 
class. 
Dewey/Library of Congress Numbers: Library Collections:  
Libraries classify their books using either the Dewey Decimal System or the Library of Congress 
Classification System.  Dewey is often used in public libraries (especially children’s collections). 
The Library of Congress’ system is used in academic and larger public libraries. The Phoenix 
Public Library (and its branches) categorizes books using both systems. The following 
categories will contain books on folktales and mythology: 
398.2 - Folklore by ethnic group (Dewey) 
GR 72-79 – Folk literature general (Library of Congress) 
 
Books: Asian or Asian American stories are found in both children and adult learner books.  
Adult books may focus on folktale or mythological analysis or provide compilations of stories.   



 
Children’s books can also be compilations of stories or picture books with only one story 
included.  The author of these books may be scholars, folklorists or storytellers.  For children’s 
books, look for books that are said to be “retold” by the author.  The benefit of selecting a 
children’s book, is that the illustrations can help you bring life to your story. 
 

 
 
With a library card you can access both print and eBooks 
(https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary) at SMCC and the Phoenix Public 
Library.  
 
Subject Directories on the Internet: Subject directories contain multiple websites on particular 
topic.  These are created and maintained by human editors who review and select sites for 
inclusion. Some of the directories listed below contain stories from many different cultures.  
Use the search box at the website to locate Asian or Asian American stories.  
 

•  “Folklore and Mythology” by D.L. Ashliman, University of Pittsburgh at 
(https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/ashliman.html) ,  

•  “Asian Folktales” at the “World of Tales.com” website.  
(https://www.worldoftales.com/Asian_folktales.html) 

• “Asian American Folklore” at “American Folklore.net” website. 



(https://americanfolklore.net/folklore/asianamerican-folklore/) 
 

Specific Web Sites:  
 
Mythology: The people living throughout the world each developed their own stories about 
the world’s creation, the place of humans in the world, and their deities. Many of these are 
pour quoi tales. 
 

• “Chinese Mythology” at the “Myths and Legends” website: 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Ca-Cr/Chinese-Mythology.html); 

• “Hinduism and Mythology” at the “Myths and Legends” website: 
(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Go-Hi/Hinduism-and-Mythology.html); 

• “Home of Japanese Mythology” at the Shimane Prefecture website: 
(https://www.kankou-shimane.com/en/japanesemythology/);  

• “Indian Myth and Legend” at “Sacred text” website: 
(http://indianmythology.com/finish/);  

• “Indian Mythology” at website: (http://indianmythology.com/finish/);  
• “Japanese Mythology” at the “Myth Encyclopedia” website: 

(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Iz-Le/Japanese-Mythology.html);  
• “Korean Mythology” at the “The Secrets Revealed” website: 

(http://winners.virtualclassroom.org/0914/asia/kor01.html);  
• “Myths and Legends of China” by E.T.C. Werner (2017) at the Project Gutenberg website: 

(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15250/15250-h/15250-h.htm#d0e1278;  
• “Myths and Legends of Japan” by Evelyn Paul (1912) at the “Achive.org” website. 

(https://archive.org/details/mythslegendsofja00davi/page/n8/mode/2up). 
 
 
Folktales: 
 

•  “Chinese Fairy Tales,” at the “Zeluna.net” website: (http://zeluna.net/chinese-
fairytales.html );  

•  “Chinese Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables” at the “Fairytalez.com” website: 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/chinese/ ). (Collected from authors R. Wilhelm, Norman 
Hinsdale Pitman and Andrew Lang); 

• “Indian Fairy Tales” at “World of Tales.com” website: 
(https://www.worldoftales.com/Indian_folktales.html);  

• “Indian Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables” at the “Fairytalez.com” website: 
(https://fairytalez.com/region/indian/). (Collected from authors Flora Annie Steel, Ms. 
Howard Kingscote, Joseph Jacobs and more.); 

• “Indian Folktales” from “Cultural India” website: (https://www.culturalindia.net/indian-
folktales/);  



• “Indian Tales” at the “Nriol.com” website: 
(https://www.nriol.com/indianparents/indian-tales/);  

• “Japanese Fairy Tales and Kami” at the “Zeluna.net” website: 
http://www.zeluna.net/japanese-fairy-tales.html ); 

• “Japanese Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables” at the “Fairytalez.com” website: ( 
https://fairytalez.com/region/japanese/) (Collected from Yei Theodora Ozaki, and from 
the collections of Grace James and Matilda Chaplin Ayrton); 

• “Korean Folk Tales” by Heinz Insu Fenkl (2008) at the Sejong Society  website: 
(http://www.sejongsociety.org/korean_theme/korean_folk_tales/)  

• “Philippine Folktales,” by Mabel Cook Cole 
(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/12814/12814-h/12814-h.htm) 

• “Tales of Old Japan” by Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford (1910) at the Project 
Guttenberg website: (http://www.gutenberg.org/files/13015/13015-h/13015-h.htm ) 

•  “Telling Tales from Southeast Asian and Korea” at a UNESCO sponsored website: 
(http://asianfolktales.unescoapceiu.org/sub2.htm).  

Keywords/Phrases/Subject Headings: The following search terms can be used to locate 
information in library catalogs (https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/), online databases and 
Internet directories.  Searching Google alone provides too many resources for a student’s 
needs.  Many of these are not issued by authoritative sites and may provide literary 
interpretations of folktales, rather than the tales themselves. 
 
“Asian” AND folktales 
“Chinese” AND “folk tales” 
“Japanese” AND myth 
 
Bibliographic Citation: In your story summary analysis you must include bibliographic 
information for each story. The “Purdue Online Writing Lab” 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_gui
de/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html ) can assist you in understanding the elements 
needed to MLA reference a book, story within a book or an online website.  
 
Additional Advice to Researchers: The information given in this pathfinder will help you find 
stories to analyze and ones to tell. As you make these selections, be sure to focus on the 
stories that come from authoritative books and Internet sites. Although guidance is given here 
to assist you in making that determination, ultimately the goal of learning critical thinking skills 
is to be able to make to ascertain this for yourself. 
 
 
  



European Stories Pathfinder 
                                                                                    
A pathfinder is a guide for researchers. Pathfinders have been used in libraries for many years to save researchers time, 
and to help them avoid frustrating dead ends. The goal of this pathfinder Is to assist you in locating stories for "The Art 
of Storytelling" class. 
European Stories - Introduction, and Scope: This pathfinder will help you find European folk tales, myths and 
legends.  Included within this guide are references to both print and online resources. While this pathfinder aims to 
include references to multiple areas, it is not meant to be comprehensive.   The goal instead is to give you tools that will 
help you get started. If you are unable to find what you need here, please speak to a librarian at the SMCC library (or any 
In the Phoenix Public Library system). 
General Advice for Researchers: When looking for a folktale, myth or legend, It's Important to use only authoritative 
sources. An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because its authority or authenticity is widely recognized 
by experts in the field. Libraries specialize in collecting these types of resources so that students and faculty have the 
tools they need to research effectively. Using Google (and other search engines on the Web) for research is risky. Free 
internet resources are sometimes authoritative (especially if they are offered by government agencies or academic 
institutions), but usually are not. Wikipedia, for example, is not authoritative because there is no way to verify 
authorship and anyone can edit an entry at any time. The resources listed in this pathfinder are believed to be 
authoritative and appropriate for academic work. 
In addition, some authors and publishers use the word “legend” for stories that are actually folktales. Remember, 
legends are stories that are believed to have factual elements in them (for example, one of the characters really lived or 
the location exists).  If the story you are analyzing does not fit that criteria, be sure to label it as a folk tale. 
Finally, it is important not to select a story that is literary (that is, one that has been written by a particular author).  Folk 
tales, fairy tales, legends and myths are retellings of traditional stories that have been shared orally for many 
generations.  Disney or other commercial adaptations does not qualify as an accurate telling of these tales and may not 
be used in this class. 
Dewey/Library of Congress Numbers: Library Collections: 
Libraries classify their books using either the Dewey Decimal System or the Library of Congress Classification 
System.  Dewey is often used in public libraries (especially children’s collections). The Library of Congress’ system is used 
in academic and larger public libraries. The Phoenix Public Library (and its branches) categorizes books using both 
systems. The following categories will contain books on folktales and mythology: 

398.2 - Folklore by ethnic group (Dewey) 
GR 72-79 – Folk literature general (Library of Congress) 
292 – Roman or Greek mythology (Dewey) 
BL 300-325 – The myth. Comparative mythology. 
Books:  European stories are found in both children and adult learner 
books.  Adult books may focus on folktale or mythological analysis or 
provide compilations of stories. 

 
  
Children’s books can also be 
compilations of stories or picture 
books with only one story 
included.  The author of these 
books may be scholars, folklorists 
or storytellers.  For children’s 
books, look for books that are said 
to be “retold” by the author.  The 
benefit of selecting a children’s 
book, is that the illustrations can 
help you bring life to your story. 

 
With a library card you can access 

both print and eBooks (https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/browse/elibrary ) at SMCC and the Phoenix Public Library. 



Subject Directories on the Internet: Subject directories contain multiple websites on particular topic.  These are created 
and maintained by human editors who review and select sites for inclusion. Some of the directories listed below contain 
stories from many different cultures.  Use the search box at the website to locate European stories. 

• “Fairytalez.ez,” organized by region: (https://fairytalez.com/region/), 
• “Folklore and Mythology” by D.L. Ashliman, University of Pittsburgh at 

(https://www.pitt.edu/~dash/ashliman.html ), 
• “Internet Sacred Text Archive,” organized by region: (https://www.sacred-texts.com/ ), 
• Jewish Tales from the Past: Hundreds of Jewish Stories from the Sages, the Chassidic Masters and Contemporary 

Jewish Storytellers at “Chabad.org”: (https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/109851/jewish/Jewish-
Stories.htm ), 

• “SurLaLune” organized by story title: http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/), 
• “World of Tales,” organized by region: (https://www.worldoftales.com/) 

Specific Web Sites: 
Mythology: The people living throughout the world each developed their own stories about the world’s creation, the 
place of humans in the world, and their deities. Many of these are pour quoi tales. 

• “Encyclopedia Mythica” organized by region: (https://pantheon.org/ ), 
• “Encyclopedia of Myths” organized alphabetically at “Myths and Legends”: 

(http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/ ), 
• “Greek Mythology”: (https://www.theoi.com/ ),  
• “Greek Mythology”: (https://www.greekmythology.com ), 
• “Irish Literature, Mythology, Folklore, and Drama”: (http://www.luminarium.org/mythology/ireland ), 
• “Myths, Culture and Feelings from the Ancient Finland”: 

(http://www.finnishmyth.org/FINNISHMYTH.ORG/Welcome.html ), 
• “Norse Mythology”: (https://norse-mythology.net/  ), 
• “Norse Mythology for Smart People”: (https://norse-mythology.org ), 
• “Welsh Folklore and Mythology Resources”: (http://eyeonwales.com/links/folklore.html ). 

Folktales: 
• “English Fairy Tales,” collected by Joseph Jacobs: (https://gutenberg.org/files/7439/7439-h/7439-h.htm ), 
• “Fairy and Folktales of the Irish Peasantry,” by W. B. Yeats: (http://www.gutenberg.org/files/33887/33887-

h/33887-h.htm ), 
• “French Fairy Tales, Folk Tales and Fables,” at “Fairytalez.com”: (https://fairytalez.com/region/french/ ), 
• “Grimm’s Fairy Tales” by the Grimm Brothers: (https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/175/grimms-fairy-tales/  ), 
• Hansel and Gretel and Other Stories by the Brothers Grimm”: 

(https://archive.org/details/hanselgretelothe00grimrich/page/n7/mode/2up ), 
• Italian Popular Tales by Thomas Frederick 

Crane: (https://archive.org/details/ItalianPopularTales/page/n1/mode/2up), 
• “Norse Stories from the Eddas” by Hamilton Wright Mabie: (http://oaks.nvg.org/norse-stories.html ), 
• “The Fairy Tales of Charles Perrault” on “SurLaLune fairytales.com”: 

(https://www.surlalunefairytales.com/book.php?id=35 ), 
• “The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen” on “SurLaLune fairytales.com”: 

(https://www.surlalunefairytales.com/oldsite/authors/andersen.html ), 
• “Scottish Folktales” from Folk-lore and Legends 

Scotland: (http://www.compassrose.org/folklore/scottish/Scottish-Folktales.html). 
Keywords/Phrases/Subject Headings: The following search terms can be used to locate information in library catalogs 
(https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/), online databases and Internet directories.  Searching Google alone provides 
too many resources for a student’s needs.  Many of these are not issued by authoritative sites and may provide literary 
interpretations of folktales, rather than the tales themselves. 
“German” AND folktales 
“Celtic” AND “folk tales” 
“Norse” AND myth 
Bibliographic Citation: In your story summary analysis you must include bibliographic information for each story. The 
“Purdue Online Writing Lab” 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_



style_guide.html ) can assist you in understanding the elements needed to MLA reference a book, story within a book or 
an online website. 
Additional Advice to Researchers: The information given in this pathfinder will help you find stories to analyze and ones 
to tell. As you make these selections, be sure to focus on the stories that come from authoritative books and Internet 
sites. Although guidance is given here to assist you in making that determination, ultimately the goal of learning critical 
thinking skills is to be able to make to ascertain this for yourself. 
 



 



 
 
 



 

 

EDU/HUM/STO	292:	The	Art	of	Storytelling	

Sample	Supplemental	Readings	for	Cultural	Diversity	
Articles	like	these	are	assigned	to	deepen	and	develop	an	understanding	of	how	storytelling	is	
intimately	linked	to	modern	American	diversity	and	to	cultural	competency.		

1) Chapters	1-3	from	“Creating	an	Asian-American	Mythology:	Storytelling	in	Amy	
Tan’s	Fiction,”	by	TAMMY	S.	CONARD.	
https://repositories.tdl.org/ttu-	
ir/bitstream/handle/2346/20106/31295012829205.pdf?sequence=1	

2) “Native	Storytellers	Connect	the	Past	and	the	Future,”	by	Shannon	Smith.	
http://cojmc.unl.edu/nativedaughters/storytellers/native-storytellers-connect-the-	
past-and-the-future	

3) “Eastern	European	Jewish	Heritage:	Adapting	Old	World	Traditions	with	a	Modern	
World	Storytelling,	Artifacts,	and	Place-making	An	Ethnographic	Interview,”	
conducted	by	Megan	S.	Sharpless.	
file:///C:/Users/Liz/Downloads/Megan_Sharpless-	
Eastern_European_Jewish_Heritage-UW-Milwaukee_Anthro._Dept-libre.pdf	

4) “Ancient	and	Indigenous	Stories:	Their	Ethics	and	Power	Reflected	in	Latin	
American	Storytelling	Movements,”	by	Jaime	Riascos,	Marvels	&	Tales,	Volume	21,	
Number	2,	2007.	

5) “African	and	African	American	Storytelling,”	by	Madafo	Lloyd	Wilson,	Reprinted	by	
permission	from	Tar	Heel	Junior	Historian	41,	no.	2.	

	
Additional	Readings:	
These	are	assigned	articles	to	augment	the	textbook.	All	articles	were	selected	to	reinforce	
course	competencies,	art	of	storytelling	concepts,	skills	and	techniques	for	in	and	out	of	
class	performances	in	the	art	of	storytelling.	

	
1) “The	Use	of	the	Peer	Coaching	Process”	by	Lorraine	Calbow.	
2) ‘Chapter	3:	What	is	Language?”	in	Writing	as	a	Second	Language:	From	Experience	

to	Story	to	Prose	by	Donald	Davis.	
3) “The	Storyteller:	Bridge	Between	Cultures”	by	Ruth	Stotter	in	About	Story.	
4) “Through	My	Voice:	Telling	Family	History”	by	Beth	Horner	in	Storytelling	

Magazine,	July/August	2004.	
5) “Fictionalizing	Truth:	Crafting	Experience	Stories”	Workshop	Session	Article	by	

Steven	James,	1998.	
6) “Chapter	Two:	Self-Censorship	in	Inviting	the	Wolf	in:	Thinking	About	Difficult	

Stories	by	Loren	Niemi	and	Elizabeth	Ellis.	
7) “Crafting	Childhood”	by	Bill	Harley	in	Storytelling	Magazine,	July/August	2004.	

 


